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THE 

PREFACE, 

Priendly  Reader, 

2T  hath  plea  fed  Almighty  God,  in  the  Riches 
of  his  Love  and  Mercy,  from  the  Tlime 
T'ranfgrejjion  fir/l  entered,  whereby  Man  lofl 
his  primitive  State  of  Felicity  with  him  his 
Creator  in  Parddife,  to  give  Jome  Manifeftatiort 
of  his  good  Spirit,  and  Revelation  of  the  promifed 
Seed ;  in  order  to  Mans  Refioration  from  Death 
to  Life,  whereby  the  Serpent's  Head  hath  been 
bruifed  in  fofne,  through  Faith  therein,  as  by 
holy  Record  doth  appear  -,  of  which  Number,  in 
early  Time  of  the  World,  righteous  Abd,  fecond  ^en  4. /^^ 
Son  to  Adam,  was  one,  whofe  Offering  and 
Perfon  the  Lord  accepted,  and  had  RefpeSi  unto. 
T'here  were  alfb  Jome  others,  in  the  fucceeding 
Generations  before  the  Flood,  as  Enoeh,  who^^ea.tu 
walked  with  God  in  well- pie afmg -,  and  Noah,  5-  1* 
a  Preacher  of  Right eoufnefs  -,  although  the  un- 
godly World  in  general  rebelled  againfi  It^  to 
their  DeftruBion  and  Overthrow* 

After  the  Deluge,  the  holy  Patriarchs,  A  bra-  ^^b.  iU 
ham,    Ifaac,    Jacob,    Joleph,    and  others,    by    ^^  ^°* 

h  2  Faith 
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Taith  m  this  holy  Seed  were  fanBijiedy  obtained 
a  gmd-  Report^  and  wrmght  Right  eon fhefs  in 
their  Generatiom^  before  the  Law  was  given 
forth  from  Mount  Sinai,  ^nd  even  in  the  Time 
of  the  Law^  righteous  Men  and  Prophets  had 
Faith  therein^  being  infpired  and  adied  thereby  ; 
yet  many  of  the  Jews,  who  had  the  Law,  and 
were  zealous  in  the  outward  Performances  there- 

Deut-  z^'  qJ-^  ^Qf  having  a  due  Regard  to  the  Seed  or  Word 
nigh  in  their  Hearts  (recommended  by  Mofes) 
which  would  have  inwardly  fanBified  them,  and 
made  their  Hearts  contrite  before  the  Lord,  they 

Nch.  g.  rebelled  againfi  him  who  gave  them  of  his  good 
Spirit  to  infiruB  them  ;  and  though  zealous  for 
the  Ceremonies  of  the  Law,  yet  rejeBing  their 
immediate  Monitor,  they  negleBed  the  weightier 
Matters  of  the  Law,  and  leaned  upon  outward 

Idi.  \.  II  Obfervntions  ;  wherefore  their  Offerings ,  Sacri- 

fees,  Sablaths,  fet  Feafts,  and  (okmn  Afjemblies, 

although  required  and  appointed  in  that  D  if  pen- 

fation,  became  loathfome  and  an  Abomination  to 

the  Lord  \  but  juch  who  in  Uprightnefs  of  Heart 

Tvlal.  3.     obferved  the  Law,    were  accepted  of  God,    yet' 

*'•  ^^^-      looked  for  a  more  glorious  Dijpenjation  to  come. 

The  vifible  Difpenfations  of  God  to  Men,  have 

Heb  I.I.  l)e(n  various,  as  by  Angels,  the  Law  from  Mount 

Sinai,   the  Mifiifiry  of  the  Prophets,    and  John 

the  Baptifi,   fent  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 

J.^'^g^  ^2*.    E^'^S'   ^^  prepare  the  Way  of  the  Lord  :    Alt 

which  Difpenfations  had  a   Glory  in  them  for 

2  Cor.  3.  their  Time,  though  but  preparative  for  one  more 

*  *'         glorious  yet  to  be  revealed.     Then,  in  the  Fulnefs 
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of  Time,  Chrift  Jefus,  the  Seed  of  the  Woman, 

the  Mejjiah  and  Hope  of  Ifrael,  was  manifefted 

in  the  FlefJj,    ivhofe  Day    many  Prophets  and  ^'^^'^'  *  S» 

righteous  Men  dejired  to  fee,  and  could  not^  Ofily  Hch.  u, 

by  Faith  at  a  Dijlance,  by  Reafon  of  Death.       1 3- 

Now  was  Salvation  brought  nigh,  the  King-  ^'^^t.  4, 
do?n  of  Heaven  at  hand,  a?id  the  Glad-Tidings  jjjj^^ 
of  the  Go/pel  preached  to  the  Seed  of  Abraham,  iS. 
the  Glory  of  former  Difpenfations  began  to  wax 
dim,  to  fuch  as  beheld  his  Glory,    that  excelled, 
even  the  Glory  of  the  only  Begotten  of  theJ°^"*** 
Father,  full  of  Grace  and  Truth  ;    yet  many  ''^" 
of  the  Jews  could  not  fee  it  fo,    nor  underfland 
his  Voice,    Preaching  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  Mat.  13, 
Parables,    and  uttering  Things  that  had  been  '^* 
kept  fecret  from  the  Foundation  of  the  World  ; 
or  believe  on  him,    concerning  whom,    Mofes-  in 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets  did  write  j  but  defpifed 
and  rejeB'ed  him,    although  the  mighty  Works,  Jolm  10. 
and  great  Miracles  which  he  wrought  among'^^'^'''^^'^'' 
them,  by  the  Power  of  his  Father ^  declared  him 
to  be  the  Son  of  God* 

Howbeit,  the  mofi  glorious  Gofpel-Dav  was 
not  yet  fully  revealed,  at  lea  ft,  with  refpeSi  to  the 
Gentiles,  whilji  our  Saviour  was  in  the  prepared 
Body,  jent  only  to  the  Houfe  of  Ifrael,  in  the  Mat.  15, 
Form  of  a  Servant,  to  fulfil  the  Law  and'^^^ 
Prophets,  and  Things  that  were  written  concern- 
ing him  -,  but  after  he  had  done  that  Work, 
which  the  Father  had  given  him  to  do,  in  that 
holy  Body,  and  finiflied  the  fame^  by  the  offering 

lip 
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Heb.  9»  up  qJ  himfelf  unto  Gody  as  a  Lamb  without- 
ilpet,  v.  ^pot^  a  Propitiation  for  the  Sins  of  the  isohole 
19.  •  Worlds  rofe  again  from  the  Dead,  appear  d  t9 
M^Axv\.co?ifirm  his  Difciples^  and  afcended  into  Glory ^ 
*9*  at  the  right  Hand  of  his  Father  :  Then  an  open 

Door  was  fet,  before  both  Jews  and  Gentiks,  by 
Heb  10.  fejus  Chrifty  who  had  eonfecrated  a  new  and 
^°'  living  Way  through  the  Veil,    that  is  to  fay, 

•  his  Flefli,  and  aboUPded  the  old  Covenant y  Sacri- 
C6\.  2.  ij^. Jices,  Ceremonies^  and  Hand-writing  of  Ordi* 
*^*  nances,  taking  it  out  of  the  Way,  and  naihng 

it  to  his  Crofs,   and  openly  triumphed  ever 
Principalities  and  Powers. 

Now  the  old  Covenant  was  to  pafs  away,  and 

the  new  Covenant  to  be  ejlablifed^  and  the  Prie/i- 

Hch  6.     Joood  changed^  by  the  great  High-Prieft  without 

^°*  Sin,   and  higher  tha?i  the  Heavens  j    made  ?iot 

after  the  Law  of  a  carnal  Commandment ^  but 

Pfal.  no  h  ^^^  Power  of  an  endlefs  Life,    a  Prieft  for 

4.  ever,  after  the  Order  of  Melchi/edec,  and  the 
Ifa.  2.  3.  Law  710W  to  go  forth  of  Sion,    from  the  great 

Law-giver y  and  written  in  the  Heart,  even  th^ 
Rom.  8  2.  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  that 
fets  free  from  the  Law  of   Sin   and   Death. 
Joel  2.28.  Now  was  the  Spirit  poured  forth  from  on  High, 
Atts  2.  4.  -^  ^  ^^^^^  ple?itiful  Ma?2?2er  upon  Mankind  than 
in  former  Difpenfations^    and  eminently  on  Be- 
lievers ',  whereby  many  were  qualified  and  anoint'- 
ed,  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  as  Priefis  and 

*  Minifters  of  the  Lord,  to  attend  at  his  holy  Altar, 
£  Cor.  6.  in  his  Te?72ple  not  made  with  Hands,  and  to  offer 
j^p  t       up  fpiritual  Sacrifices,    acceptable  .  to  God  by 

5.  '  */'  J®^"^ 
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Jefus  Chrift.     And  the  holy  Apojiks  commijjioned 
and  endued  with  Power  from  on  High^  were  to 
Teach  all  Nations,    baptizing  them  into  the  I^^t.  28. 
Name  of  the  Father,  and  of   the  Son,  and  of  '^'  ^°' 
the  holy  Ghoft,  having  Ajjurance  from  Chrift^ 
of  his  being  with  the?n  to  the  End  of  T^ime, 
And   by  their  Miniflry,    and  others  whom  the 
Lord  fent  forth,   many  were  converted  to  God, 
and  added  to  the  Churchy  both  of  Jews,  Greeks,  i  Cor.  12. 
and  other  Nations^    being  all  baptized   by  one  '5' 
Spirit  into  one  Body,    or  Church,   which  was 
glorious  in  that  Day,   as  a  Woman  cloathed  Rer.  12. 
with  the  Sun,    having  the  Moon   under  her  ^'  ^"^' 
Feet,  and  upon  her  Head  a  Gown  of  twelve 
Stars,    and  fhe   brought  forth   a  Man-Child, 
who  was   to   rule   all  Nations,    but  he  was 
caught  up  unto  God,  and  to  his  Throne,  from 
the  great  red  Dragon,  that  fought  to  devour  him 
as  foon  as  he  was  born, 

fhen  the  Woman,  or  true  Church,  left  her 
vifible  Glory,  and  fled  into  the  Wildernefs  (or 
obfcure  Place)  from  the  Face  of  the  Serpent, 
into  a  Place  prepared  of  God,  where  {he  was 
nourished  for  a  Time,  Times,  and  half  a 
Time,  or  a  thoufand  two  hundred  and  three- 
fcore  Days  (which,  in  a  prophetic  Sehfe,  is  taken 
to  be  jo  many  Tears :)  And  though  the  Dragon 
fought  to  drown  the  Woman,  by  calling  Waters 
out  of  his  Mouth  as  a  Flood  after  her,  yet  the 
Earth  helped  her,  and  [wallowed  them  up  5  but  a  ^ 
third  Part  of  the  Stars  of  Heaven,  or  fuch  as 
bad  Pained  as  Stars  in  the  Chtirch,  were  drawn 

to 
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to  the  Earth  by  the  Drago?is  Tail,  And  there 
2  Thef.  2.  <uQa%  a  great  Falling-away  Jrom  the  Faith  of 
I'Ti'm.  4.  y^f^^y  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  fore-feen^  and  prophejied  of 
1,  &c.  by  the  holy  Apoftles  oj  the  Lamb  ;  the  Light  of 
a  let.  2.  g  j^j^  ^^j  eclipfed  and  much  veiled^  or  with-draivn 
for  a  Seafoti ;  and  a  general  Apojlacy  came  over 
Rev.  9-  ^r^^^^Chriftians,  the  Smoke  of  the  bottomlefs 
*'  ^'  Pit  arofe,  which  darkened  Sun  and  Air ;  and 
out  of  the  Smoke  came  Locuds  upon  the  Earth, 
Ch.  12.  which  tormented  Men.  And  the  Dragon  was 
^^*  wroth  with  the  Woman,  andmade  War  with  the 

Remnant  of  her  Seed,  that  kept  the  Command- 
ments of  God.  and  had  the  Teftimony  of  Jefus 
Chrift  :  And  he  gave  unto  the  monjieroui  Beafi, 
that  arofe  up  out  of  the  Sea  (or  raging  Heathen 
World)  his  Power^  and  his  Seat,  and  great 
Ch.  13.  Authority,  who  opened  his  Mouth  in  Blafphemy 
S>  &c.  againft  God,  his  Tabernacle,  and  them  that 
dwell  in  Heaven  ;  and  thofe  that  dwelt  on  the 
Earth  worfhipped  him,  whofe  Names  were  not 
written  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life. 

Ch.  13.  Next  arofe  out  of  the  Earth  (a  Place  more 
11,  &c.  fettled  than  the  Sea)  a.  Beaft  with  two  Horns 
like  a  Lamb,  but  fpake  as  a  Dragon,  and  exer- 
cifed  the  Power  of  the  firft  Beaft,  caufmg  an 
Image  to  be  made  to  him,  unto  which  he  had 
Power  to  give  Life,  fo  as  to  fpeak,  and  caufe 
as  many  as  would  not  worfhip  the  Image,  to 
be  killed  :  And  both  Small  and  Great,  Rich 
and  Poor,  Free  and  Bond,  to  receive  a  Mark 
in  their  right  Hand,  or  in  their  Foreheads ; 
and  that  no  Man  might  buy  or  fell,  fave  he 

that 
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that  had  the  Mark,  or  the  Name  of  the  Bead, 
«r  the  Number  bi  his  Name. 

Nofe,  this  Beafi  appears  in  Shetv  fontewhat 
Chriflian,  and  under  Pretence  of  the  Lamb's 
Authority  (though  aSfed  by  the  Dragons  Power, 
derived  from  the  fir  ft  Be  aft)  compelleth  Men  to 
comply  with  fuch  Traditions  and  Ceremonies  (for 
Chriftian  Duties)  as  refemble  the  Cuftoms  of  the 
Heathen,  in  their  idolatrous  WorJJnp  and  Super^ 
ftition  J  for  de?jying  of  which^  and  teflifying 
againfl  the  jame^  inany  faithful  Followers  of 
fejus  fuffered  Martyrdom^  as  their  Predecejfors 
had  done  before^  under  the  Heathen  Power ^  Qf 
firfl  Beaji, 

Now  Myftery  BABYLON,   the  great,  Re^-  '7- 
the  Mother  of  Harlots,  and  Abominations  of  ^'  *"  ' 
the  Earth,   was  exalted   and   fat  on  the  Beaft 
with    ten   Horns,    C^c.    as   ^een   and  Bride^  Th^  two 
pretending  to  be  the  true  Churchy  and  Spouje  of  ^^^^^ 
Chrift,    decked   with   Gold,    precious    Stones,  earthy 
and  Pearls,  having  in  her  Fland  a  golden  Cup  [jj^J^Jlar- 
fuU  of  Abominations,    and  Filthinefs   of  her  lot. 
Fornications,    being  drunk  with  the  Blood  of 
the   Saints   and    Martyrs   of  Jefus.     And    all  Rev.  18. 
Nations  drank  of  the  Wine  of  her  Fornication,  3»  ^^* 
and  the  Kings  of  the  Earth  committed  Forni- 
cation with  her ;    and  the  Merchants  of  the 
Earth  waxed   rich  through  the  Abundance  of 
her  Delicacies :   But  fhe  {hall  fall,  and  become 
an    Habitation   of  Devils,    and   the   Hold  of 
every  foul  Spiiit,   and  Cage  of  every  uncleaa 

a  "  and 
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and  hateful  Bird.  And  the  Lord  is  calling  his 
People  out  of  her,  that  they  be  not  Partakers 
of  her  Sins,  and  that  they  receive  not  of  her 
Plagues,  which  fliall  come  in  one  Day,  Death, 
and  Mourning,  and  Famine ;  and  flie  (hall  be 
utterly  burnt  with  Fire ;  for  ftrong  is  the  Lord 
God  who  judgeth  her.  And  her  Merchants 
fliall  ftand  afar  off,  for  the  Fear  of  her  Tor- 
ment, Weeping  and  Wailing.  And  as  a  Mill- 
flone  caft  into  the  Sea,  (o  with  Violence  ihail 
that  great  City  Babylon  be  thrown  down.. 

A?id  now  the  Ma?i-Child,  the  Lord  from  Hea- 

nien^    is  again  revealed  in  many  of  his  Saints  ; 

who  by  the  Breath  of  bis  Mouth,  and  Brightnefs 

of  his  Coming,  f^all  deflroy  the  Man  of  Sin,  that 

hath  wrought  with  all  Deceivablenejs  oj  Unrigh- 

teoujnefs,  by  Signs  and  lying  Wonders  (in  them 

that  perijh.)     And  the  true  Church  is  returning 

Cant  8. 5.  Qjif  qJ  the  Wildernefs,  leaning  on  her  Beloved  ; 

and  pall  again  appear  in  her  Comeliiiefs  and 

Beauty,  as  a  Bride  adorned  for  her  Hujhand  : 

Jfi.  60.     "Yq   her   Light   fliall   the   Gentiles  come,    and 

"'-  ""      Kings  to  the  Brightnefs  of  her  Rifing,  for  the 

Glf  ry  of  the  Lord' fliall  arife  upon  her,  and  his 

Light   (bine    therein    for   ever.      The   glorious 

Prophecies  of  the  holy  Prophets,  and  Servants  of 

the  Lordy    concerning  the  latter   Days  mufi  be 

Ih.  II.  c) fulfilled.     The  Knowledge  of  the  Lord   fliall 

Hab.2.14.  £j|  jj^g   Earth,    as   the  Waters   cover  the   Sea, 

lia  60. 5.  Xhe  Abundance  of  the  Sea  (or  Multitudes  oj 

People)  fliall  be  converted  to  Sion,  the  Nations 

fliall  flow  togedier  to  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Lord, 

*  and 
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and  he  gathered  to  Jeriifalem,    that  is  from 
above,  to  worP:ip  the  great  King,  the  Lord  of 
Hofis^    upon  his  holy  Mountain^    that  fliall   be  j'';'.-  2.  2. 
eftabliflied  on  the  Top  of  the  Mountains,  and  &^J."^  ^' 
exahed  above  the  Hills,  afjd  no  Hurt  or  De- 
flruSiion  floall  be  there.     The  Lamb  (hall  lead  Kev.7.1:. 
his  People,    and  feed  them   in  the  Pafiures  of 
Life,    and  bring  them  to  living  Fountains  of 
Water.     The  Heir  of  all  Things  Poall  inherit  \Kh.\.z. 
his  Righty  and  pg//e/s  the  Gates  of  his  Enemies^ 
who  in  due  Time  jhall  all  be  put  under  his  Feet.  \.  '^^'  ^^' 
He  fhall  judge  among  the  Nations,  and  rebuke  j^-,^   ^ 
many  People.     They  fhall   beat  their  Swords 
into    Plow-fhares,    and  Spears   into    Pruning- 
hooks,  and  come  under  the  peaceable  Governfnent 
of  the  hamb.     For  he  is  King  of  Kings,  and  Rev.  ig. 
Lord  of  Lords,   and  of  the  Increafe  of  his  I^ 
Government  and   Peace  there  (liall  be  no  End. 
And  blefjed  be  the  Lord^  many  in  this  Day  have 
in  meafure  witnefjed  the  juijilling  of   many  of 
thefe  Prophecies  (as  they  relate  to  Particulars) 
and  do  know,  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come,  i  John  5. 
who  hath  given  them  an  Underftanding,  whcre^  ~^' 
by  they  know  him  that  is  true,    and  that  they 
are  in  him  that  is  true,  even  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
true  God   and  eternal   Life  ;    in  whom-  all  the 
Promifes  of  God  are  and  fiall  be  fulfilled  in 
their  Seajon. 

And  now  the  glorious  Gofpel  is  again  preached, 
in  and  to  them  that  dwell  upon  the  Earth,  that  Re^- 14. 
all  may  fear  God,  and  give  Glory  to  his  Name ;  ^  '°  '^* 
gnd  worQiip  him  who  made  Heaven  and  Earth, 

a  z  ihe 
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the  Seas  and  Fountains  of  Water  ;  and  m 
longer  worflhip  the  Beaft,  or  his  Image,  or 
receive  his  Mark,  lefi  they  be  caji  into  the  hake 
that  burns  'ivith  Fire  for  ever.  For  the  Hour 
of  God's  Judgments  are  come,  both  upon  the 
Bea/Iy    and  them  that  worfhip  him  ;    and  his 

Eom.  I.  vViath  is  revealed  from  Heaven,  againft  all 
Unrightcoufnefs  and  Ungodlinefs  of  Men,  who 
bold  a  Profejion  of  the  Truth,  or  Chriftian 
Religiony  in  an  unrighteous  Converfatioti'     For 

Ch.  13.     the  Night  of  Afoflacy  is  far  fpent   (in  thefe 

***  Northern  IJlands  efpecially)  and  the  Day  of  t he- 

Lord  at  hand  ;   the  grojs  Darkfiefs^  which  hath 
covered  the  Hearts  of  many,  is  in  a  great  Mea- 

Eph.  5.   Jhre  difpelled,  and  the  true  Light  again  Jlnneth, 

•  ^3'      that  mahes  jnanifeft  and  difcovers  whatfoever  is 

reprovable  in  religious  Matters  and  Converfation^ 

in  which  Light  ail  the  Nations  of  them  that  are 

faved  muji  walk. 

And  the  Lord  hath  endued  many  with  Power 
from  on  High,  and  fent  them  forth,  as  be  did 
his  Mfjjengers    jormerly,    to   direB   a  fid    turr^ 
Ac'fs  26.  People's  Minds  from  Darknefs  to  Light,    and 
78  ard    from   Satan's   Power  to  God^   that  they  may 
30.  32.     j-g^'eive  Forgivenefs  of  Sins,  and  an  Inheritance 
among  them   that   are  fandiiied   by  Faith  in 
Chrill  Jeius  ;  and  many  have  received  the  Glad- 
Tidings  cf  Peace  and  Salvation,  that  have  been 
freely  preached  to  them,  by  the  Lord's  Minifters„ 
in  the  Authority  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God, 
z  TheC  2.  in  this  mighty  Day  of  the  Lord  which  is  again 
^'  ^'    '    rev.ealedy  wherein  he  is  come  nigh  to  fudgment., 

that. 
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that  the  Prince  of  this  World  may  be  cafl  out  of 
the  ^emple^  in  which  he  had  exalted  himjelf\  and 
been  worfiipped  as  God.    The  Kingdom  of  God  ^^v-  »*• 
is  come,  and  coming  more  and  more  y  and  the 
Power  of  his  Chrift  exalting  (in  the  Hearts  oj 
many)  wboje  Right  it  is  to  reign  j   and  though 
the  Devil  and  his  Angels  war  again  ft  him^  and 
for  a  Seafon  be  fufferedto  prevail  in  daric  Places  pfii,  74, 
of  the  Earth,  jb  as  to  de/lroy  the  Bodies  oJ  Jdme  2c. 
of  the  Followers  of  Chriji  ,  yet  the  Lamb  and  his 
Followers  (Jjall  have  the  ViSlory^  and  the  Devil 
and  his  Angels  muft  be  cafi  into  the  Lake  that 
hums  for  ever, 

Noiwithjlanding  the  Lamb's  Warfare  is  not 
for  the  Deftruaion  of  Men's  Lives  (but  of  Sin,  ^f"^  9- 
the  Works  of  the  Devil  in  Men)  a  fid  the  Wea- 
pons  of   his  Followers   are   not   carnal,    but  ^  ^^'^^ '<^' 
jnighty  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  ^'  ^' 
ftrpng  Holds,  calling  down  Imaginations,  and 
every  high  Thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft 
the  Knowledge  of  God,    and    bringing   into 
Captivity  every  Thought   to  the  Obedience  of 
Chrift  :    Howbeit  the  Lamb^   who  is   alfo  the 
Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  fudah,  hath  Power  /oRev.  5.  i. 
rule  the  Nations  with  a  Rod  of  Iron  ;  therefore  ^"^^  '^'^' 
blejfed  are  they  that  abide  with  and  jollow  the 
Lamb  through  TribulationSy  in  Faith  ajtd  Pa^ 
tience,  until  they  overco?ne  and  have  their  Gar^ 
mejits  wafloed  and  made  w/jite  in  his  Blood ;    for  Ch.  7. 
they  (Jjall  reign  with  hi?n  for  ever  :    Of  which  ^^'  ^^' 
Number,  we  have  Caufe  to  believe,  this  worthy 
Servant  of  the  Lord  William  Edmundson, 

Author 
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Author  of  the  enfuing  yournal^  was  one^  con- 
cerning  ivhom  now  Jolloweth  a  brief  Account,  or 
Recital  of  the  Lord's  Dealings  with  him  in  his 
Converfion,  Call  into  the  Minijiry^  and  of  his 
jaithful  Labours  and  Sufferings,  in  and  for  the 
Gofpel  of  Chriji  ;  of  all  which  thou  mayft  find  a 
large  Account  and  Confirmation  in  the  following 
Sheets^  both  from  himfelj  and  many  faithful 
Witneffes.  And  as  for  an  Account  of  his  Birth 
and  Parentage^  I  refer  to  the  Beginning  of  his 
Journal, 

He  was  early  "oifited  with  the  Inflnnings  of 
the  glorious  Light  oj  this  Goj pel-Day  in  his  own 
Heart,  whereby  his  State  was  often  opened  to 
him,  though  for  a  Time  did  not  under jiand  what 
it  was  that  fo  enlightened  him,  and  %eing  left  an 
Orphan  when  young,  and  thereby  expofed  to 
Hard/hip  ;  after  he  grew  up  he  went  into  the 
Army,  and  continued  a  Soldier  fome  Time  undtr 
the  Parliament,  in  the  late  civil  IVars  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  j  but  being  religioufiy  inclined^ 
'grew  weary  of  that  Manner  of  Life ;  jo  delivered 
up  his  Charge,  and  returning  towards  his  native 
Place  in  England,  having  been  bejore  contracted 
to  a  young  IVoman  in  Derbydiiie,  he  married 
her,  and  foon  after  came  into  the  Nation  of 
Ireland,  with  an  Intention  to  fettle  and  trade, 
but  was  under  inward  AffiiBion  upon  his  Soul's 
Account  ;  yet  in  a  little  lime  went  again  to 
England  to  buy  more  Goods,  and  being  in  the 
Northern  Part  a?nong  his  Relations,  having  an 
Inclination  in  his  Mind,    he  indent  with  two  of 
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them  to  a  Meeting  of  the  People  called  Quakers, 
"ivhere^  by  the  Mi?ii(iry  of  jome  of  the  Jaid 
People^  both  he  and  the  faid  two  Relations  ivere 
convinced  of  the  Way  of  Life^  and  his  Under- 
ftandi7jg  being  opened  by  the  Truths  he  then 
perceived  that  it  was  the  Lord  by  his  holy  Spirit,  ' 
who  had  been  at  work  in  his  Heart  from  his 
Touth  up  :  Wherefore  he  gave  up  to  its  Mani- 
feftations  in  him^  and  loved  the  Lord's  "Judgments 
(becauje  of  Sin)  until  he  was  purified,  and  pre- 
pared thereby  to  be  a  Partaker  of  Mercy ^  and  a 
chofen  Veffel  for  the  Lord's  Service,  So  return- 
ing  again  to  Ireland,  and  beifjg  made  willing  to 
bear  the  Cro/s  of  Chriji,  he  foon  met  with  various 
Trials  for  the  Truth's  Sake,  and  had  the  greater 
Bxercije,  becaufe  there  was  not  then  any  of  the 
People  called  Quakers  in  that  Nation  to  have 
Converfation  with,  yet  his  Behaviour  and  De- 
portment fo  reached  both  his  Wife  and  Brother^ 
that  they  were  foon  convinced  of  the  Truth,  and 
imlling  to  meet  with  him  in  his  own  Houfe^  to 
worflnp  God  in  Spirit,  though  in  outward  Si- 
knc£,  having  refrepnjig  Seafo?is  together  in  the 
Pre  fence  of  the  Lord ;  and  iri  a  little  Time  four 
7nore  joined  with  him  :  About  which  Ti?ne  John 
Tiffin,  a  Servant  of  the  Lordy  came  over  from 
England,  who  was  a  Strength  and  Comfort  to 
Fj-iends,  fcv^ral  were  convinced  and  added  to 
their  Number. 

Jlfo  the  Lord  was  plea  fed  to  open  the  Mouth 
of  our  jaid  Friend  W.  E.  in  the  T'ejlrmony  of 
Jefus  ;    and  being  faithful,    it  pleated  God  to 
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eiilarge  his  Gift  for  the  Mini/lryy    fo  that  he 

became  an  able  Mini/ier  of  Chrifi  yefus,  fkilful 

in  dividing  the  Word  of  Righteoufnefs,  plain  and 

powerful  in  Preachings    found  in  DoSfrine^  and 

profound  in  the  Myfteries  of  God^   which  were 

largely  communicated  to  him  ;  and  as  a  jaithful 

Steward   and   good  Scribe   inflruSied  into   the 

Kingdom,    he^    by  Direction  of  his  Lord  and 

Mailer y  brought  out  of  his  Treafury  Things  new 

and  oldy  fiiitable  to  the  Service  required  of  him, 

for  the  Glory  of  God  and  Good  of  Souls,  being 

willing  to  fpejid  and  be  fpent  in  doing  the  Will  of 

him  that  called  him,  not  counting  his  Life  dear 

to  him,    that  he  might  finifh  the  Service  and 

Charge  committed  to  his  Trufi  with  foy,   but 

bei?7g  fenfible  of  the  Lord's  Call  thereunto,  gave 

up  cheerfully  to  follow  the  Lamb  through  many 

T'ribulations,  which  attended  for  his  Tejlimonfs 

Sake, 

He  preached  the  Gofpel  of  Chrifi  freely,  not 
only  in  this  Nation,  in  which  he  lived  and  fuffered 
Perfecution  early  in  rough  T'imes,    beijjg  often 
imprifoned  in  divers  Places ;  once  about  fourteen 
Weeks  in  a  clofe  nafly  Dungeon  among  Felons 
and  MalefaBors,    where  he  was  almoft  fiifled  ; 
frequently  flocked,  reviled,  abufed,  and  his  Goods 
made  Havock  of  by  covetous  Men  :   But  he  alfo 
went  many  T'imes  into  England,  labouring  in  the 
Work  of  the  Gofpel  in  divers  Parts,  and  three 
Tif?7es  into  the  IJlands,    or  Englifli  Plantations 
in  Anrjerica^  goi77g  the  Warfare  at  his  own  Cofl, 
that  the  Gofpel  might  not  be  chargeable,    and 

endured 
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endured  Hardfhip  as  a  good  Soldier  of  the  Lamhy 
approving  himjelf  as  a  faithful  Minijler  of 
Chrifly  in  much  Patience  in  AfjliBiom^  in 
NeceJitieSy  in  Di/ireffes  for  the  Gofpel's  Sake^ 
in  IVatchings,  in  FaflingSy  in  Wearinefs  and 
Fainjulnefs ;  by  PurenejSj  by  Knowledge^  and 
by  the  Power  of  God  in  his  Minijlry,  oj  which 
he  had  many  Seals  in  this  Nation  and  England, 
and  in  the  Jflands  of  America,  whom  he  had  been 
injlrumental  in  converting  to  God, 

He  was  in  "J  ourneyings  often^  in  Perils  hy' 
Sea  and  Land^  and  in  the  Wildernefs,  both  by 
wild  Beads  and  bloody  Men^  in  the  Time  of  the 
Indian  Wars  in  America,  and  by  Robber s^  or 
Rapparees  in  this  Nation,  (in  the  Time  of  the 
late  Calamity)  who  burnt  his  Hozfe,  and  carried 
him  away  with  his  two  Sons,  almo/i  naked 
in  the  Winter  Seafon,  to  kill  them  j  but  after 
much  hard  Ufage  feveral  Days,  were  all  three 
hy  the  good  Providence  of  God  delivered  out  of 
their  Hands, 

^his  our  ancient  Friend  had  alfo  Exercife 
and  Grief  by  falfe  Brethren,  that  oppofed  the 
Tejtimony  given  him  of  the  Lord,  to  bear  for 
his  Name,  and  was  not  without  AffliBion  from 
fome  of  his  own  Offpring  ;  yet  out  of  all 
the  Lord  delivered  and  preferved  him  faithful 
to  a  good  Old-Age,  through  good  Report  and 
evil  Report  :  So  that  near  the  Conclufion  of  his 
Time  he  could  fay,  The  Lord  was  his  Song  and 
his  Strength,      And  truly  he   was  (Irong  and 
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courageous  hi  the  Lord's  Work  a?id  Service,  even 
after  a  Decay  came  upon  the  outward  Man^  by 
reafon  of  ^ge  ajid  Infirmities,  being  found  and 
clear  in  his  Undcrjlanding  to  the  laji. 

As  he  had  an  excellent  Gift  for  the  Minlfiry, 
he  was  alfo  endued  with  a  large  Underfianding 
and  Gift  for  Government^  and  religious  Difci' 
piine  in  the  Church  of  Chri/tj  and  having  a 
difarning  Spirit ^  flood  firm  in  his  Zeal  againfi 
thofe  T^hings  that  oppofed  the  good  and  comely 
Order ^  into  which  the  Lord  had  gathered  his 
People^  and  fach  as  under  fair  Pretence  would 
Open  a  Gap  for  falfe  Liberty.  'The  Care  of  the 
Churches  was  upon  him,  efpecially  in  this  Nation^ 
where  he  lived  and  laboured  many  Tears^  both  in 
DoSlrine  and  Difcipline  j  and  as  an  Elder  that 
ruled  well,  was  efteetned  highly  by  the  Faithful 
for  his  Work's  Sake.  Temperate  he  was  in  Eat- 
ing  and  Drinking  ;  decejit  and  plain  in  Apparel ; 
in  Difcourfe  weighty,  being  Jiwflly  concerning  the 
Things  of  Gody  tending  to  InfiruBion  and  Edi- 
fication J  his  Cou7itenance  and  Deportment  manly 
'  and  grave,  cxpref/ing  a  fioble  and  religious  Dif- 
pofition  of  Mind  ;  a  loving  HupaJid ;  a  careful 
and  tender  Father  ;  a  fir?n  Friend  and  kind 
Neighbour  ;  given  to  Hofpitality  j  and  though  it 
was  often  his  Lot  to  be  feparated  from  thofe  near 
-  Enjoyments^  as  Wife  and  Children,  jor  the 
GofpeTs  Sake,  yet  he  ordered  his  Affairs  with 
Difcretion,  that  there  might  be  no  Want  in  his 
Family,  either  of  cofnmendable  Employment  or 
NeceJJaries  j  but  his  greater  Concern  and  Labour 
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was  for  the  public  Good  of  the  Churches,  and 
promoting  the  Government  of  Chrift  yefus  there- 
in^ for  which  he  was  zealous  to  the  E?id,  as 
appears  by  divers  ExpreJJions  from  him  a  little 
before  his  Departure^  jome  of  which  follow  as  a 
Supplement  to  the  ofuing  fournal.  And  when 
upon  due  Confideration  with  RefleBioJt  on  pafl 
Time^  he  was  perfuaded  that  his  Days  Work  was. 
done^  he  humbly  de fired ^  in  SubmiJJion  to  the  IV ill 
of  Gody  To  be  diflblved  and  be  with  Chrift, 
to  reft  from  his  Labour  and  Afflidtion  of  Body 
that  attended  -,  which  in  the  hordes  'Time  was 
graJited  him, 

Nqw^  Reader y  ■  to  conclude  concerning  this  our 
well-beloved  Friend  and  Elder^  who  by  Faith 
hath  obtained  a  good  Report ^  and  whofe  Memorial 
is  and  JImU  be  blefjed  among  the  Righteous,  I 
refer  thee  to  a  ferious  Perujal  of  his  following 
fournal,  and  thofe  Teflimonies  given  forth  by 
faithful  Friends  and  Brethren  concerning  him^ 
with  fincere  Defire,  That  the  Bleffing  of  God 
may  fo  attend  thy  Reading,  as  to  excite  thee 
to  a  faithful  Improvement  of  thy  Time  and 
Gift  of  Grace  be(towed  on  thee  through  Chrift 
Jefus,  that  thy  Latter-end  may  be  Peace,  anc} 
thy  future  State  eternal  Happinefs  ;  So  in 
Chriftian  Love  remain  thy  well-wifnng  Friend^ 


John    Stopdart, 


Piiblin,   tlie  t\ventj''-rixtli  of 
file  eigliili  jMcn^h  1 7  14. 


b  ?  THE 


XX 


«r-r; 


THE 

TESTIMONY 

O  F    T  H  E 

Trovinctal  i^iarterly-Meeting  far 
Ulfter,  held  in  Lurgan  the  fifth 
of  the  feventh  Month  1713,  con- 
cerning our  ancient  and  "worthy 
Friend:,  William  Edmunpson^ 
deceajed, 

T!  H  EH  E  feems   to  be  a  Duty  on  us  to  . 
call  in   a   Mite   into  the  Treafiiry,    by  ' 
Way  of  Teftimony  and   Commemoration  of*; 
the  many  laborious  and  eminent  Services  that 
this  our  dear  Friend  William  Edmundso]^ 
bad  among  us,    for  the  Honour  of  the  great 
Lord  of  the  tiai  vejl,   in  which  he  v^as  a  faith- 
ful  and  valiant  Labourer,    and  an  Inftrumen^ 
in   the  Lord's   Hand   to  the   convincing    and 
gathering  many  to  the  Lord,  both  by  Do6lrine 
and   Diicipline,    in  which  he  was   unwearied, 
undaunted,  and  often  eminently  attended  with., 
great  Power  from  on  High,  which  gave  Life 
and  Authority  to  the  impreiilng  his  Tellimony 

upon' 
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upon  the  Minds  of  Friends ;   and  many  have 
often  been  affcd:ed  and  comforted  therewith. 

His  Services  and  Vifits  in   our   Northern 
Parts,  during  the  Continuation  of  the  Ability 
of  his  natural  Body,  were  frequent  and  alfo 
edifying,  in  that  his  chief  Concern  and  Labour 
was,    fhat  friends  might  keep  faithful  to  the 
^efiimony  oj  ^riith  that  they  had  received^  and 
walk  in  the  fame  ;    and  a  great  Care  and  Con- 
cern was  often  upon  him,  exhorting  Friends 
*To  beware^  and  have  a  Care  of  the  great  Con- 
cerns of  the  World  making  too  much  Imprefjion 
upon  their  Minds,    which  fiould  be  after  the 
Lord.     And  often  reminded  Friends  of  the 
Apoftle  Johnh  Advice,    Love  not  the  World,  ^  J"^"  ^ 
neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  World,  &c. 
As  alfo  was  very  often  concerned  to  mention 
moft  of  the  fixth  Chapter  of  the  firft  to  T^imo- 
thy^  for  Confirmation  of  the  Dodlrine  that  he 
had   to  deliver,  w^hich  doubtlefs  was,    and  is 
agreeable  to  the  holy  Sayings  and  Pradices  of 
our  bleiTed  Saviour  and  his  holy  Apoflles,  and 
faithful  Followers,  who  have  laid  down  their 
Heads  in  Peace  with  him :   That  as  it  is  the 
incumbent  Duty  of  all  Mankind  to   glorify 
God,  being  the  End  of  their  Creation ;  fo  'tis 
apparent,    that   the   AccompliHiment   thereof 
confifts  in  chiefly  minding  Things  pertaining 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Chrifl,  and  which  was  the 
chief  End,  Aim,  Labour,  Concern,  Pains  arud 
C^re  of  this  our  dear  Friend  through  many 

Countries, 
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Countries,  as  well  in  America  as  Europe,  We 
have  Reafon  to  believe,  that  he  had  great 
Love  to  us  in  this  Province,  being  the  firfl  Part 
in  this  Nation  in  which  he  laboured  after  his 
Convincement,  and  was  inftrumental  in  fettling 
feveral  Meetings,  and  the  firft  Meeting  of 
Friends  in  this  Nation  (fome  of  us  heard  him 
lay)  was  in  Lurgan. 

For  a  more  particular  Account  of  his  Services 
we  refer  to  his  Journal,  as  being  moft  certain, 
and  proper  to  be  taken  from  his  own  Mouth  j 
for  which  Reafon  we  think  it  not  expedient 
to  mention  the  Particulars  of  his  worthy  La- 
bours in  this  Place,  but  fhall  fpeak  fomething 
further  of  his  Qualifications :  He  was  a  Man 
gifted  for  Docftrine,  and  above  many  for  Dif- 
cipline  ;  a  Reprover  of  Evil-doers,  and  aq 
Encourager  of  thofe  who  did  well,  yet  with 
great  Care,  fo  as  that  none  might  be  lifted  up 
thereby  :  He  was  gifted  with  a  Spirit  of 
Difcerning,  and  readily  faw  the  Danger  fome 
were  in  by  falling  from  Truth  ;  and  by  his 
being  found  in  the  Faith,  valiant  to  contend 
for  it,  and  quick  in  apprehending  thofe  Things 
that  appeared  to  the  Breach  of  Unity  and 
Fellowfhip  in  the  Churches,  did  timely  jaboiir 
to  prevent  Separation  and  Con  trover  fies,  and 
fo  was  an  Inftrument  of  keeping  the  Unity  of 
the  Spirit  in  the  Bond  of  Peace,  in  Points  of 
Faith  and  Principle,  as  the  fame  are  teftified 
%Q  in  the  holy  Scriptures ;  Pie  was  a  Coniirmer 

ol 
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of  the  Doubtful,  and  a  Sympathizer  with  the 
Mournful  j  endued  with  Chriftian  as  well  as 
human  Courage,  like  a  Prince  in  I/rael^  (o 
that  he  feared  not  to  encounter  with  thofe 
who  feemed  mighty,  cfpecially,  when  the 
Teflimony  of  Truth  was  by  them  violated. 
And  notwithflanding  his  great  Courage  as  a 
Man,  yet  when  it  fell  to  his  Lot  to  fuffer 
by  Imprifonment  or  other  wife  for  his  Chriflian 
Teftimony,  he  was  cloaihed  with  a  Lamb-like 
and  meek  Spirit.  He  was  an  eminent  Apoftle 
and  able  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  of  Life  and 
Salvation,  having  an  extraordinary  Gift  in 
opening  and  applying  the  typical  Part  of  the 
Law  to  the  Subftance  in  the  Gofpel  j  a  faith- 
ful Elder,  whofe  Lamp  fhined  bright,  and 
therefore  was  by  us  efteemed  to  be  worthy  of 
double  Honour  ;  and  although  thofe,  who 
loved  undue  Liberty,  might  account  him  as  a 
burthenfome  Stone,  yet  he  paft  through  many 
Exercifes  on  their  Account,  which  the  Lord 
grant  they  may  lay  to  Heart  before  the  Day 
of  their  Vifitation  be  over. 

Much  more  might  be  faid  on  his  Behalf 
on  many  Accounts  of  his  Faithfulnefs,  Watch- 
fulnels.  Labours,  Diligence  and  Care  in  the 
Service  of  God  and  Churches  of  Chrift  ;  but 
{hall  conclude,  firmly  believing  that  the  Lord 
has  taken  him  to  himfelf  in  a  good  Old-Age, 
like  a  Shock  of  Corn  in  its  Seafon,  whofe 
Memory  is  Iweet  to  thofe  who  yet  (urvivc^ 

and 
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and  we  pray,  That  if  may  pleafe  the  Almighty^ 
to  raife  up  others  to  fupply  his  Place  and  Service 
in  the  Churches  of  Chrifl* 


Signed  by  Order,  in  Behalf 
of  the  faid  Meeting,  by 

Robert  Hoope, 
Alexani>er  Seaton* 
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Friends  of  Leinfter  Tro<vince^  coii" 
cerning  William  Edmundson. 

WE  being  under  a  ^qqd  Senfe  of  the 
wondeita!  Loving-kindnefs  of  God  to 
Mankind  in  every  Age  and  Generation,  but 
efptcially  in  that  he  hath  been  pleaied  in  this 
latter  Age  of  the  World,  after  a  long,  tedious 
and  dark  Night  of  Apoftacy,  to  caufe  the 
Light  of  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus,  fo  clearly  and 
eminently  to  (hine  forth,  to  the  expelling  the 
thick  Cloud  ot  Darknefs  that  had  long  been 
over  the  Underftandings  of  People,  and  caufe 
his  everlafting  Gofpel  to  be  preached  again  in 
the  Purity  thereof  ;  and  the  true  Faith  once 
delivered  to  the  Saints,  to  be  again  profefTcd 
and  enjoyed,  as  Partakers  of  fuch  Mercies  and 
Privileges :  We  are  under  deep  Obligations  to 
walk  hun:ibly  and  reverently  before  the  Lord, 
and  to  return  unto  him  Praife,  Glory  and 
Honour,    who,  with  his  dear  Son,  our  blefled 

c  Lord 
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Lord   and    Saviour   Jefus   Chrift,    is   worthy 
thereof  for  ever. 

Among  the  many  faithful  Labourers  in  the 
Vineyard  of  the  Lord,  our  dear  and  ancient 
Friend  William  Edmundson,  deceafed, 
deferves  to  be  remembered,  efpecially  by  us  of 
this  Province,  where  for  many  Years  the  Place 
of  his  Relidence  hath  been  ;  concerning  whofe 
Faithfulnefs  and  eminent  Services  for  God  and 
his  People,  and  Endeavours  for  Propagation  of 
the  blefled  Truth,  a  Teftimony  lives  in  our 
Hearts,  and  much  might  be  fpoken,  but  it's 
not  our  Intention  to  attribute  any  thing  to  the 
Creature,  that  belongs  to  the  great  Creator, 
God  blefled  for  ever.     Ame?i. 

This  our  ancient  Friend  was  by  the  Lord  - 
endued  wirh  a  large  and  good  Underftanding, 
fo  that  in  his  Teftimony  he  was  many  Times 
wonderfully  opened  into  the  divine  Myfteries 
of  God's  heavenly  Kingdom,  and  would  fpeak 
excellently  of  Zion,  the  Beauty  and  Glory 
thereof ;  as  alfo  of  the  myfterious  Workings  of 
Satan  :  For  he  was  early  convinced  of  God's 
blelTt'd  Truth,  when  deep  Trials  and  Exercifes 
attended  on  each  Hand  j  but  he  coming  into 
deep  Humility,  and  relying  alone  upon  the 
Arm  of  the  Lord  for  Help  and  Deliverance, 
was  thereby  preferved  and  kept  pure  and 
ftedfaO:  in  his  Love  to  him,  through  ail  thofe 
Difficulties  and  Hardships  that  attended  ;  lo 
that  in  the  Hand  of  the  Lord,  he  was  made 
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inftrumental  to  convince  many  of  the  Way  of 
Life  and  Salvation,  and  bring  them  into  Obe- 
dience to  the  Precepts  of  Chrift  Jefus.  So  that 
by  his,  with  the  Labours  of  other  faiihfiil 
Servants,  whom  the  Lord  commiffioned  and 
fent  into  this  Ifland,  in  the  Work  of  the 
Miniftry,  Meetings  were  fettled,  and  many 
joined  with  Friends,  being  weary  of  the  dead, 
lifelefs  Profeffion  and  outward  Performances 
they  had  been  under,  wherein  they  had  found 
no  fpiritual  Comfort  or  Refreflinient  to  their 
Souls. 

After  Meetings  were  fettled  in  many  Places, 
and  the  Lord  had  been  pleafed  to  gift  and 
qualify  feveral  (in  this  Nation)  to  preach  the 
Gofpel,  who  were  more  concerned  for  the 
Promotion  of  Truth  and  Righteoufnefs  in  the 
Earth,  and  that  the  great  Work  of  Reforma- 
tion, which  the  Lord  had  begun,  might  be 
carried  on  and  profper,  than  for  any  worldly 
Concern  vv^hatever,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  fend 
forth  this  our  ancient  Friend  into  the  Nation 
of  England^  as  alfo  into  the  Iflands  and  E?igliJJj 
Plantations  in  America^  feveral  Times,  where 
he  faithfully  laboured  and  had  eminent  Service, 
many  being  convinced  of  the  blefTed  Truth  by 
him,  and  others  confirmed  therein.  His  Con- 
cern and  Labour  was  great  and  fervent,  That 
all  thoje  whom  the  Lord  had  bee?!  gracioujiy 
'pleafed  to  fir  etch  forth  a  Hand  of  Love  unto^ 
and  convince  of  his.  blejjed  Truths  might  walk  in 
Jaithjul  Obedience  thereunto^  adorning  the  Ja?ne 
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hy  humble y    bhunelejs  and  felf-dejjyi?ig  Converfa^ 
tions. 

The  great  Lord  of  the  Harveft,  who  Lad 
called  hirn  to  labour  in  his  Work  and  Service, 
and  to  whom  he  gave  up  in  Obedience,  and 
was  devoted  to  ferve,  gave  hini  a  clear  Sight  of 
the  great  Neceflity  of  a  diligent  Care  among 
Friends,     'That    fuch    as    profcjfed    the   blefj'ed 
Truths  and  .'walked  disorderly  and  loofe  in  their 
Converfations,   p^ould  be  feafonably  dealt  withy 
and  the  Evil  afid  Danger  thereof  plainly  laid 
before  them,  and  in  the  Love  of  God  admonifljed 
to  Amendment  oj  Life  :  But  if  fuch  Advice  and 
j4dmonition  were  flighted  and  rejedied^  a?id  thoj'e 
'Thi?7gs  perffted  in   that  brought   Scandal  and 
"Reproach  upon  the  bhfj'ed  Truths    then  for  the 
clearing  of  Truth  and  its  faithful  Followers,  to 
tefiify  againjl  thoje  objlinate  Offenders  and  their 
ABions,  as  fuch,  whom  we  had  not  Unity  with ; 
as  alfo,  that  a  due  Chriftian  Care  might  be  taken 
to  relieve  the  Neceffdies  of  the  Poor.     And  that 
■  all  Friends  concerned  i^i  that  holy  Ordinance  of 
Marriage,  foould  feek  to  know,  and  duly  regard 
the  Mind  and  Will  of  God  therein^  more  than 
worldly  Riches  or  earthly  Ends  ;  often  zealoufly 
exhorting  Friends  thereto,  as  well  as  to  proceed 
orderly   with    refpeSl    to    Parents,     Guardians^ 
Juflice  and  Equity  on  all  Accounts. 

And  when  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  concern 
his  faithful  Servant  George  Fox,  to  fet 
up  an4  eilabllih  Men  and  Women's  Meetings, 

to 
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to  take  Care  of  thofe  Things,  our  dear  Friend 
William  Edmundson  rejoiced  there- 
Sit,  and  gladly  clofed  therewith  :  So  that 
Monthly  and  Provincial,  as  alfo  National 
Half-Yearly  Meetings  were  appointed  in  this 
Nation,  and  have  been  kept  up  to  this  Day, 
which  have  been  of  great  and  good  Service  for 
the  Ends  before  mentioned,  many  having 
reaped  great  Benefit  and  Advantage  thereby, 
and  have  Caufe  to  blefs  the  Lord  for  the  fame. 

Our  faid  Friend  was  a  diligent  Attender  bf 
fuch  Meetings  (as  well  as  thofe  more  particu- 
larly appointed  for  performing  divine  Worihip 
to  Almighty  Gcd)  and  was  greatly  concerned, 
^hdt  none  might  be  admitted  Members  thereof^ 
but  fuch  as  li'cre  of  clean  and  orderly  Conver- 
fations^  'walking  as  Examples  to  the  Flock ^ 
having  a  Concern  upon  their  Minds  for  the 
Promction  of  Truth  and  Rtghteoufnefs  in  the 
Earth.  He  many  Times  had  good  Service  in 
fuch  Meetings,  by  being  clearly  operied  (in 
the  Word  of  Life)  tQ  declare  the  Qualifica- 
tions necefTary  to  fit  Members  for  fuch  Meet- 
ings and  Services,  beginning  at  thofe,  whom 
the  Lord  put  his  Spirit  upon  to  affifl  Mofes^ 
who  were  Men  fearing  God^  and  hating  Covet- 
€uf?iefs -y  and  would  go  through  the  Law  and 
Prophets,  the  holy  Doctrines  delivered  by 
Chrift,  when  in  the  bleffed  and  prepared  Body, 
as  alfo  the  Difcipline  and  Order  in  the  primitive 
Church,  before  the  Apoftacy  entered,  and  the 
glorious  Promifes  how  it  (houid  be  in  the  latter 
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Days  in  the  Church,  coming  up  out  of  the 
Wildernefs  ;  which  we  being  now  in  meafure 
Witnefles  of :  O !  the  great  Dread  and  Fear  we 
ought  to  be  under,  and  Concern  to  walk 
worthy  of  fo  great  Favours  and  Mercies. 

As  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  gift  him  for  the 
Miniftry,  fo  that  he  could  fpeak  a  Word  in 
Seafon  to  the  States  and  Conditions  of  People  ; 
he  was  alfo  gracioufly  pleafed  to  pour  forth  the 
Spirit  of  Prayer  and  Supplication  upon  him  in 
an  eminent  Manner;  fo  that  his  Appearance, 
when  in  the  Performance  of  that  Part  of 
divine  Worftiip,  was  in  that  Dread  and  Aw- 
fulnefs  upon  his  Spirit,  that  it  had  a  great 
Reach  and  Impreflion  upon  the  Spirits  of 
Friends,  caufing  many  Times  great  Tendernefs 
to  come  over  the  Meeting ;  fo  that  the  Hearts 
of  the  Senfible  being  greatly  comforted  and 
refrefhed,  were  inwardly  filled  with  Joy  and 
divine  Praifes  to  the  Moft  High,  from  whom 
all  our  Mercies  both  fpiritual  and  temporal  do 
proceed. 

He  was  greatly  concerned  for  Peace  and 
Unity  in  the  Church,  and  that  thofe  Things 
that  tended  to  break  the  fame  might  be  kept 
out.  Much  might  be  faid  concerning  him, 
and  his  Faithfulnefs  to  God  and  Concern  for 
Truth,  and  the  Promotion  thereof ;  as  alio 
for  the  Good  and  Benefit  of  God's  People, 
but  {hall  refer  to  his  own  Journal,  and  other 
Teftimonies   that   may    be   given   concerning 

him; 
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him  :  So  {hall  conclude  with  fervent  Prayer 
to  the  Lord,  That  he  will  be  plea/ed  to  raife  up^ 
gift  and  qualify  many  more  for  the  carrying  on 
the  glorious  Work  of  "Reformation^  that  he  hatb 
begun  to  the  Praife  of  his  own  great  Name^ 
who  is  worthy  for  ever. 

Given  forth  at  our  Province  Men's  Meeting 
for  Leinfter,  held  at  Catherlough,  the  eighteenth 
of  the  fecond  Month  17 13. 


Signed  by  Order ^  in  Behalf  of 
the  faid  Meetings  by 

John   Pim. 
Nicholas  Gribbsll. 
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As  to  our  dear  Friend  and  elder  Brother 
in  the  Lord,  William  Edmundson, 
who  is  removed  from  us,  and  hath  finifhed 
his  Courfe  in  a  good  Old-Age,  and  no  doubt, 
is  entered  into  his  Manfion  of  Reft  and  Peace 
with  the  Lord  for  ever,  out  of  the  Reach  of 
the  Wicked,  and  the  Troubles  which  do 
attend  this  outward  Life,  as  well  as  the 
Aflaults  of  the  Enemy  of  all  our  Happinefs, 
whilft  in  it :  He  was  furely  one  of  the  Lamb's 
Warriors  and  true  Followers,  and  approved 
himfelf  io^  as  well  as  a  good  Pattern  and 
Example  to  thofe  he  left  behind  him. 

As  concerning  his  Convincement,  and  re- 
ceiving the  bleffed  Truth,  by  whofe  Miniftry 
or  Means  it  was,  with  the  Tims  when,  or 
where  j   as  alfo  his  coming  forth  in  a  public 
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Teftimony,  and  his  great  Sufferings  by  Impri- 
fonment  many  Times,  with  other  hard  and 
cruel  Ufages  divers  Ways,  we  leave  the  Parti- 
culars of  thofe  Things  to  his  own  Journal  and 
our   Brethren,    the  Elders   of  the   Province- 
Meetings  of  Ul/ler  and  Lein(ler  j    in  which 
Provinces  he  had  been  a  Dweller  ever  fince  his 
Settling  in  Ireland,    being  above   fifty  Years  j 
knowing,  that  the  Friends  of  thofe  Parts  are 
the  moft  capable  of  being  particular  therein. 
Notwithftanding    which,    if   fome,    who    by 
Duty  and  Gratitude  have  been  obliged  to  com- 
memorate thofe  worthy  of  double  Honour,  we 
think  it  no  lefs  our  Concern,  to  give  in  this 
fhort  Tefllmony  with  our  Brethren  concerning 
him,  njiz. 

That  from  the  firft  Knowledge  of  him  in 
this  Province,  which  fome  yet  remember,  and 
which  was  pretty  early  after  Truth  was  preach- 
ed by  the  People  called  fakers  in  this  Nation, 
he  came  into  Miinp:er  with  a  public  Tefllmony, 
vifiting  Friends  ;     wherein    alfo  he    appeared 
fervently  zealous  for  Truth  and  the  Promotion 
of  it,  and  having  obtained  Mercy  to  be  faith- 
ful,   the  Lord  rewarded   his  Faithfulnefs,    by 
the  encreafing  of  his  Gift  in  a  large  Meafure, 
whereby  he  received  Pow^r,  and  became  fitted 
to  be  an  able  Minifler  of  the  Qoi'o^X^  and  an 
Inflrument  in  the  Hand  of  the  Lord  for  the 
turning   many   to  Righteoufnefs.     And  many 
and  often  v/ere  his  Vifits  in  the  Lord's  Work 
and  Service,   not  only  through  this  Province 
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and  Nation  of  Ireland^  but  alfo  in  "England ; 
bciides  his  great  Labours  and  hard  Travels 
beyond  Seas,  in  feveral  Voyages  through  the 
American  Churches,  in  which  he  had  very- 
great  Service  for  the  Lord,  not  only  in  the 
Work  of  the  Miniftry,  but  alfo  by  encountering 
Truth's  Adverfaries,  Priefts  and  People  in 
public  Aflemblies,  and  other  Times  concerned 
againft  bad,  loofe  and  libertine  People  in  divers 
Places,  who  made  a  Profedion  of  Truth,  but 
liot  dwelling  under  the  Crofs  and  Yoke  of 
Chrift,  were  as  the  unfavoury  Salt  to  the  People 
of  the  World,  and  a  Grief  and  Burthen  to 
faithful  Friends.  In  which  Services  the  Lord's 
Power  eminently  attended  him,  to  the  making 
him  as  a  Wall  of  Brafs  to  the  confuting  of 
Truth's  Adverfaries,  as  well  as  a  Help  in  Time 
of  Need,  for  reftoring  and  helping  others. 
For  indeed  the  Lord  had  qualified  him  in  both 
Refped:s,  and  had  endued  him  with  a  very 
large  Underftanding  in  the  Things  appertain- 
ing to  his  Kingdom.  Sound  he  was  in  Doc- 
trine and  in  Judgment  ;  plain  in  Preaching, 
and  free  from  Affecftation  :  In  Apparel  and 
Geflure,  grave  ;  in  his  Deportment,  manly  ; 
of  few  Words  till  a  juH:  Occafion  offered, 
and  very  exemplary  in  Life  and  Converfation  ; 
very  much  might  be  truly  faid  of  this  Man  of 
God,  which  we  omit  for  Brevity's  Sake,  and 
becaufe  we  believe  others  will  be  more  large: 
But  in  a  Word,  may  fay,  he  was  freely  given 
up  and  devoted  to  the  Service  of  the  Lord, 
and  great  was  his  Care  and  Concern  for  the 

whole 
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whole  Flock  of  God  in  general,  That  they 
might  grow  in  his  Truth ;  and  in  particular  was 
made  a  Blefling  in  the  Hand  of  the  Lord  to 
this  Nation:  A  Man  of  a  Thoufand  for  pro- 
moting Virtue  in  the  many  Branches  thereof, 
as  well  as  a  fharp  Inftrument  for  threfhing  and 
cutting  down  that  which  was  evil  and  hurtful 
in  the  Churches. 

The  lad  Vifit  he  made  into  this  Province, 
was  in  the  Year  17  ii,  being  then  in  much 
Weaknefs  of  Body,  yet  fervent  in  Spirit,  and 
his  Miniftry  as  lively  and  acceptable  as  ever; 
and  fo  took  his  Leave  of  Friends  in  Munfter^ 
where  he  came  in  more  than  ordinary  Tender- 
nefs  and  Brokennefs  of  Spirit ;  after  which, 
he  vifited  us  no  more,  but  grew  weaker  and 
more  feeble  till  his  DiiTolution,  which  was  in 
the  Year  1712.  May  the  great  Lord  of  the 
Harvefl  raife  up  more  fuch  Labourers  in  his 
Vineyardi  is  the  Dejire  of  our  Souls, 

Signed  by  Order,  in  Behalf 
of  the  faid  Meeting,  by 

W^terford,  the  fecond  of  T  H  O  M  A  S      Wl  G  H  T, 

the  ninth  Mouth  1712.  ,  i-» 

^  Joseph    Pike* 
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Friends  of  Mountmelick  Monthly- 
Meetings  concerning  our  dear 
and  ancient  Friend  William 
Edmundson,  whom  the  Lord 
hath  heen  p leafed  to  re7noH)e  from 
us  hy  Death  ;  and.  though  it  he 
our  Lofsy  we  helicve  it  is  his 
great  Gain,- 

HE  was  a  Man  that  was  early  called 
forth  to  labour  in  the  Lord's  Vineyard, 
and  he  was  made  inftrumental  in  the  Lord's 
Hand  for  the  Good  of  many,  and  had  a  great 
Share  in  bearing  the  Burthen  in  the  Heat  of 
the  Day,  which  he  cheerfully  underwent,  and 
was  endued  with  Valour  and  Courage  fitted  for 
the  Work  it  pleafed  God  to  call  him  to  j  and 
in  the  Times  of  the  Sufferings  of  Friends  iti 
this  Nation,  he  had  a  deep  Share  of  both,  in 
Body  and  Goods  ^  and  when  hs  was  at  Liberty, 

lie 
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he  was  very  ferviceable  to  Friends,  in  laying 
their  Sufferings  before  the  Rulers,  for  he 
was  enabled  to  ftand  before  them,  and  he  had 
good  Succefs,  the  Lord  helping  him  in  his 
Service  and  Labour  of  Love,  and  Friends* 
Liberty  was  wrought,  which  was  Gladnefs  of 
Heart  to  him,  and  Comfort  to  them. 

He  was  a  Man  that  dearly  loved  Truth  and 
the  Profperity  thereof  before  any  thing  in  this 
World.  For  this  was  his  ufual  Pradice,  when 
the  Lord  had  laid  any  Service  before  him  to 
do,  he  readily  anfwered,  preferring  it  before 
his  own  outward  Affairs  j  and  in  the  Will  of 
God,  he  undertook  long  and  perilous  Travels 
feveral  Times  into  America,  as  may  appear  by 
his  Journal,  fpending  himfelf  and  his  Subflance 
for  the  Gofpel's  Sake  and  the  Good  of  Souls. 
And  for  the  Promotion  of  Truth,  he  gladly 
joined  with  that  eminent  Servant  of  the  Lord, 
George  Fox,  and  others  in  this  Nation,  about 
fettling  Men  and  Women's  Meetings,  and 
when  fettled,  he  laboured  in  them,  and  ma- 
naged with  all  his  Underftanding  ;  and  he  was 
^Uo  concerned  in  fettling  other  particular 
Meetings  for  performing  Worfhip  to  Almighty 
God,  and  where  Friends  thought  themfelves 
weak  to  keep  to  Meetings,  he  often  would  go 
and  vifit  them,  and  if  there  was  any  thing  that 
appeared  dubious,  he  was  very  helpful  by  way 
of  Advice,  as  the  Matter  required :  He  was 
ready  and  willing  to  ferve  the  Lord,  his  Truth 
^nd  People,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with 
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that  Ability  and  Subftance  that  God  had  given 
him.  For  notwithrtanding  the  Charge  he  was 
at  by  his  frequent  Travels,  yet  he  was  very  ex- 
emplary and  open  in  Collediions  for  the  Poor, 
and  contributing  towards  building  of  Meeting- 
Houfes,  ^c.  and  was  very  open  and  free  in 
his  own  Houfe,  entertaining  many  Friends. 

Although  he  was  a  Man  fharp  in  his  Tefti- 
mony  againft  the  tranfgreffing  Nature,  yet 
when  he  was  fenfible  that  any  were  dejedted, 
or  caft  down  in  a  deep  Senie  of  their  own 
Unworthinefs,  he  was  very  tender  towards 
fuch,  and  willing  to  reach  forth  a  Hand  to 
help  them,  both  by  comfortable  Advice  and 
fervent  Prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  their 
Strength.  The  Care  of  the  Churches  was 
much  upon  him  ;  he  was  alfo  deeply  fenfible 
of  the  common  Calamity  that  was  coming 
upon  this  Nation,  which  he  prophetically 
fpoke  of  in  his  Teftimony  through  moft  Parts 
thereof,  in  Meetings  feveral  Years  before  it 
came  to  pafs,  with  a  Word  of  Encouragement 
to  Friends,  "That  if  they  were  of  that  Number 
that  Jighed  and  mourned  for  the  Abominations 
that  were  committed  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
La7id^  the  Lord  would  jet  a  Mark  upon  fuch, 
and  would  Jpare  them.  For  that  the  Lord  had 
determined  to  dung  the  Earth  with  the  CarcaJJes 
of  Men  ;  and  many  yet  living  are  WitnefTes  of 
the  fulfilling  thereof  in  fome  meafure  :  And  as 
it  drew  nearer,  O  !  how  earneftly  was  he  con- 
cerned, calling  to  Friends  for  Something  that 

might 
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might  be  as  an  Offering  to  God,  both  for  the 
Nation  and  Prejervation  of  his  People  ;  and  did 
join  with  Friends  in  pouring  forth  Prayers 
with  Tears  to  God  on  this  Account,  which 
we  believe  the  Lord  gracioufly  heard  and 
anfwcred  in  preferving  their  Lives. 

He  was  very  helpful  and  ftrengthening  to 
Friends  in  thofe  Times  of  great  Calamity ;  he 
was  alfo  concerned  in  addreffing  the  Govern- 
ment and  chiefelt  Men  in  Authority  on  the 
Behalf  of  Friends  and  the  Engli/h  Inhabitants, 
and  they  commonly  would  hear  him,  and 
often  granted  Relief  j  he  was  careful  in  advifing 
Friends,  That  they  fiould  not  touch  with  any 
thing  of  Goods y  where  Property  was  dubious y  in 
thofe  Times  ;  and  when  the  War  was  over, 
and  Friends  began  to  (ettle  in  the  Country, 
his  Care  was,  That  Friends  might  fettle  near 
together y  and  alfo  that  they  might  keep  within 
the  Bounds  oj  Truth  and  Moderation  y  in  all 
their  Trading  and  Dealing.  He  laboured. 
That  Friends  might  be  preferred  out  of  the  vain 
FaJJjions  and  Cuftoms  of  the  World  j  and  was 
for  many  Years  under  a  deep  Exercife,  That 
they  might  not  take  an  undue  Liberty  in  exceeding 
Chrift's  Precept  of  Tea  and  Nay,  in/lead  of  an 
Oath.  And  a  weighty  Concern  came  upon 
his  Spirit,  T^hat  all  that  were  concerfted  in  that 
great  Ordinance  of  Marriage^  might  feek  the 
Lord  in  their  XJndertakifigSy  that  worldly  Ends 
might  not  be  the  chief  Obje^, 

He 
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He  was  a  valiant  Man  in  his  Day  for  the 
Truth,  having  a  Word  in  due  Seafon  which 
was  precious  to  many  ;  often  concerned  in  ex- 
horting Friends  To  do  their  Days  Work  in  their 
Day :  He  was  a  Man  whofe  Heart  was  indite- 
ing  good  Matter,  and  as  a  good  Houfholder, 
brought  forth  Things  new  and  old  ;  and  often 
advifing  Friends  when  they  offered  any  thing 
in  Meetings,  whether  in  Dodtrine  or  Difcipline, 
That  they  fiould  wait  to  feel  to  offer  in  a  living 
Senfe,  He  had  many  large  Openings  into  the 
Myfteries  of  Chrift's  Kingdom,  often  conclu- 
ding Meetings  in  Prayer  to  the  Comfort  of  many. 

He  lived  to  Old-Age,  and  continued  llvingly 
zealous  for  Truth  ;  and  though  well  known  in 
many  Parts,  yet  for  good  Order's  Sake,  efla- 
blifhed  among  Friends,  he,  even  in  Old-Age, 
requefted  a  Certificate  of  the  Monthly-Meeting 
to    which    he   belonged,    to   fignify    Friends* 
Unity  with  him  when  he  travelled  abroad,  to 
England  or  other  Places,  in  the  Work  of  the 
Gofpel,  from  Time  to  Time.     We  might  fay 
much  more  as  to  his  Service  for  Truth  afnong 
Friends,  and  of  our  Lofs  of  him  on  that  Ac- 
count J  and  though  he  be  taken  away  from  us, 
his  Memory  lives  and  remains  with  us. 

*  Sig?ied  by  Order,  in  Behalf 

of  the  [aid  Meefmg^  by 

McnntmeUck,  the  firft  of  ToBIAS    PleDWELL. 

the  firft  Mouth  1713.  j^^^^^,    BaRCROFT. 
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TESTIMONY 

CONCERNING 

Our     worthy     deceafed     Friend 
William    Edmunds  on. 


To  publifh  a  compleat  Character  of  this 
our  deceafed  Friend,  with  a  brief  Recital 
of  his  eminent  Services,  would  not  only  be  too 
voluminous,  but  alfo  too  great  an  Undertaking 
for  us  to  pretend  to  :  But  the  Value  we  have 
for  his  Memory,  who  fometimes  have  been 
favoured  with  his  Company,  induces  us  to  give 
this  fhort  Teflimony  concerning  him. 

He  was  a  Man  of  uncommon  Courage,  and 
the  Truth  invigorating  his  Underftanding, 
made  him  as  bold  as  a  Lion  ;  he  was  early 
convinced  of  the  everlafting  Truth,  and  foon 
after  was  publickly  engaged  in  its  Service  ;  he 
had  a  great  Share  of  natural  Parts,  though  not 
much  outward  Education  ;  and  he  who  enabled 
Gideon  of  old,  though  but  of  a  mean  Tribe 
and  Family,  and  advanced  him  to  be  a  great 
General  of  the  Hod  of  Jfrael^  making  him  a 
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Deliverer  of  his  chofen  People  when  in  Diftrefs, 
the  fame  Almighty  Power  raifed  this  our  dear 
Friend,  and  led  him  frcwi  an  outward  into  a 
fpiritaal  Warfare,  in  which  the  Lord  his  God 
was  with  him,  covering  his  Head  as  in  the 
Day  of  Battle,  and  teaching  (according  to  the 
Words  of  the  Pfalmift)  his  Hands  to  war  and 
his  Fingers  to  fight ^  fo  that  he  thereby  became 
fuccefsful  in  thofe  Engagements  whereunto  his 
great  Mafter  called  him. 

He  had  a  found  do£lrinal  Miniftry,  accom*- 
panied  with  great  Authority,  and  therefore 
ipight  very  well  be  termed  a  Son  of  Thunder ; 
yet  in  the  Exercife  of  his  Gift,  the  heavenly 
Oil  of  the  Kingdom  did  frequently  drop  froni 
his  Lips,  to  the  Confolation  of  his  Brethren. 

He  was  endued  with  a  good  Underftanding 
in  the  Law  of  God,  recorded  by  his  Servant 
Mofes  in  the  holy  Scriptures  ;  and  was  won- 
derfully gifted  in  opening  the  true  Signification 
of  the  Types  and  Figures  therein  contained, 
fometimes  fyrnbolizing  them  with  their  Anti- 
types, or  Things  fignified  thereby,  fetting 
forth  the  Defign  and  Wifdom  of  the  great 
Law- given 

And  at  other  Times,  would  particularly 
delcribe  the  VelTeis  of  the  outward  Temple, 
and  excellently  apply  the  Ufe  of  them  to  a 
myftical  Signification,  relating  to  the  latter 
Houfe,    the  Temple  of  God,    the  Glory  of 

which 
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which  (according  to  divine  Predidtion)  was  to 
excel  that  of  the  former. 

And  to  render  him  yet  more  compleat,  the 
Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed  in  a  high  Degree, 
to  qaahfy  him  for  Government  in  the  Church, 
wherein  he  was  zealoully  as  well  as  early 
engaged  for  promoting  the  holy  Difcipline 
thereof  ;  and  ftood  firm  to  the  laft,  in  Oppo- 
fiiion  to  every  thing  that  tended  to  introduce 
an  undue  Liberty,  that  the  Camp  of  the  Lord 
might  be  kept  clean,  fo  that  the  Beauty  of 
Truth  might  fliine  forth  more  brightly  among 
us. 

Having  given  a  brief  Hint  of  fome  of  his 
Qualifications,  we  may  alfo  fay,  he  was,  with 
the  holy  Apofile  Paul^  made  'wilH?ig  to  jpend^  ' 
and  be  fpeiit  in  the  Way  of  his  Duty,  and  was 
not  daunted  at  the  various  Exercifes,  Dangers 
and  Sufferings  which  attended  him  in  his 
Travels,  that  were  great  in  Ireland  (the  proper 
Place  of  his  Refidence)  Barhadoei,  the  Lee- 
ward-IJIands^  and  divers  Parts  on  the  Continent 
of  America  :  Befides,  the  frequent  Vifits  he 
made  to  England^  the  Place  of  his  Nativity, 
which  he  continued  to  perform  in  his  Old- 
Age  ;  it  being  very  obfervable,  the  Strength  of 
his  Love,  Zeal  and  Underftanding  remained 
with  him  to  the  laft. 

It  may  therefore  be  juftly  faid,  the  Removal 

of    fo    well   quahfied   and   fo    ferviceable    an 
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Inftrument  cannot  but  be  a  great  Lofs  to  the 
Church  in  general,  though  more  particularly 
to  thofe  who  moft  frequently  partook  of  his 
Labours. 

Let  us  therefore,  who  are  yet  remaining, 
with  humble  Souls  and  contrite  Spirits,  pray 
the  great  Lord  of  the  Harveft,  To  raife  up  and 
fend  jorth  many  more  fuch  faithful  Labourer s, 
that  the  great  Work  of  Co?iverJion  a?2d  Reformat 
tion  may  be  carried  on  to  the  Glory  of  his  worthy 
Name. 

London,  the  fecond  of  the      SaMUEL  WaLDENFEILD; 

feventh  ivlouth  1714,  ,-  ,-. 

John  Feild. 
Henry  Gouldney. 
John   Whiting. 
James  Hoskins. 
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Mary  Edmundson,  concerning 
her  late  Husband  William 
Edmundson. 


IT  having  pleafed  the  Lord,  from  whom 
we  receive  all  fure  Mercies  and  true  Com- 
forts, to  favour  me  with  the  Company  and 
Help  of  fo  good  and  heavenly-minded  a  Man, 
as  this  ray  dear  deceafed  Huiband  was.  In- 
deed, I  did  not  eftecm  it  as  the  leaft  of  many 
Mercies,  bedewed  on  me  by  a  good  and 
gracious  God  j  and  though  I  am  very  (enfible, 
that  his  being  taken  from  me,  is  my  great  Lofs, 
yet  I  am  well  aflured  it  is  his  great  Gain  : 
For  as  a  Shock  of  Corn  in  full  Seafon,  did  the 
Lord  gather  him  to  himfelf,  in  the  eighty-fifth 
Year  of  his  Age. 

All  the  Time  of  our  being  together  (which 
was  about   fcurteen  Years)  I   may   fav,    he 
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{hewed  forth  a  godly  Life  and  exemplary 
Converfation  ;  being  coupled  with  the  Fear  of 
God,  and  bounded  thereby  in  his  Eating, 
Drinking,  or  whatfoever  he  was  employed  in  ; 
careful  in  all  Things  wherewith  the  Lord 
(whom  he  ferved)  favoured  him,  ready  and 
willing  to  receive  and  entertain  honeft-hearted 
Friends,  whofe  Company  was  delightfom  to 
him.  He  was  a  tender  Hufband  to  me,  and 
gave  very  tender  and  wholfom  Advice  to  my 
Sons ;  he  was  an  eminent  and  ferviceable  In- 
flrument  in  the  Lord's  Hand,  in  the  Churches 
of  Chrift,  both  in  Dodlrine  and  Difcipline, 
not  only  at  Home  in  this  Nation,  but  Abroad 
in  other  Countries  and  Iflands,  to  which  he 
was  freely  and  faithfully  given  up  :  In  all 
which  I  have  good  Ground  to  believe,  he  was 
iiot  chargeable  to  the  Churches,  but  often 
adminiftred  to  others  Neceffities, 

The  Lord  blefTed  him  with  that  Underftand- 
jng,  that  he  was  as  a  Father  and  Inftrudlor  to 
Thoufands ;  having  a  Sight  of  Things  to  come, 
he  forefaw  a  Dearth  that  was  at  hand,  above 
thirty  Years  ago,  before  it  came  to  pafs,  and 
in  leveral  prophetic  Teftimonies,  which  I 
heard  him  bear  before  the  late  calamitous 
Times  of  War  in  Ireland,  he  teftified,  That 
the  Lord  would  dimg  the  Earth  with  the  Carcaff'es 
of  Men,  which  he  lived  to  fee  fulfilled.  He 
was  a  conftant  Frequenter  of  Meetings,  both 
Half- Yearly,  Quarterly  and  Monthly  ;  and 
alfo,  of  particular  Meetings  at  Home,  thoug'i 

mai^',' 
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many  Times  but  weak  in  Body  by  reafon  of 
Old-Age.  And  in  Meetings  of  Difcipline  in 
the  Church,  when  Things  went  according  to 
the  Line  of  Truth,  he  was  like  a  Man  healed, 
if  he  was  Tick. 

As  he  lived  in  Obedience  to  the  Lord,  fo  it 
appeared,  he  was  fitted  and  prepared  for  his 
great  Change  :  For  a  while  before  his  Ilnefs, 
of  which  he  died,  he  took  fome  Time  to  view 
over  his  Papers  and  Writings,  that  he  had 
written  on  Truth's  Account,  and  had  juft 
iiniihed  and  put  them  in  Order  a  few  Hours 
before  he  took  his  Bed,  and  feemed  ready  for 
the  Time  of  his  Diflblution,  (ignifying,  T^hat 
he  had  Nothing  to  do,  but  to  wait  for  ity  which 
he  earnejily  defired^  ij  it  were  the  Lord's  Will, 
might  not  be  long.  In  the  Time  of  his  Ilnefs, 
many  heavenly  Expreffions  dropped  from  him, 
to  the  Edification  and  Comfort  of  thofe  pre- 
fent ;  and  though  his  Diftemper  was  fomewhat 
fiiarp  and  tedious,  yet  he  bore  it  with  much 
Patience,  and  ended  in  great  Peace  and  Quiet- 
nefs,  and  no  doubt  is  entered  into  Peace  and 
Reft  for  evermore. 

Mary   Edmundson. 
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CONCERNING 

Our  dear  Father   W  i  l  l  i  a  ivi: 
Edmundson. 


IT  pleafed  the  Lord  to  endue  him  with 
eminent  Gifts  above  many,  both  with 
Refped  to  the  Miniftry  and  Government  in 
the  Church,  for  the  Prefervation  thereof,  in 
and  under  the  Government  of  Chrift  Jefus, 
and  Bounds  of  his  holy  Spirit,  that  all  might 
by  their  Converfations,  adorn  the  Gofpel,  and 
{hine  as  Lights  in  the  World  ;  and  many  have 
Caufe  to  biefs  the  Lord  for  his  Service  in  the 
Churches  in  many  Places,  in  which  he  was  a 
found  and  faithful  Labourer,  and  underwent 
rnany  Hardships  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  in  a 
faithful  Performance  thereof. 

He  travelled  in  this  Nation,  in  rough  and 
hard  Times,  as  alfo  in  Engla72d ;  and  went 
early 'over  to  America,    and   in  thofe  Iflands 

where 
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where  he  pame,  was  very  ferviceable  in  con- 
vincing many,  and  fettling  Meetings  both  for 
the  VVoifliip  of  God  and  Church  Difcipline, 
not  fparing  himfclf  or  his  Subftance,  to  perform 
the  Lord's  Work,  unto  which  he  was  called 
for  the  Good  of  Souls :  He  was  a  true  Prophet 
of  the  Lord  ;  (harp  in  Reproof  to  obftinate 
Sinners,  yet  tender  in  Advice  to  the  Penitent  ; 
found  in  Judgment ;  and  had  an  Awe  over  the 
Wicked,  Light  and  Airy  ;  but  an  Encourager 
of  Well-doers  :  He  was  excellent  in  his  Gift 
to  divide  his  Miniftry,  according  to  the  States 
and  Conditions  of  People  to  whom  he  was 
concerned,  not  miffing  Points  aimed  at  on 
Truth's  Account,  the  Lord  having  given  him 
a  clear  Difcerning  of  what  was  for  Truth,  and 
what  againft  it.     » 

He  had  an  excellent  Gift  in  Prayer,  and 
was  often  gracioufly  anfwered  by  the  Lord  ; 
Nothing  feemed  more  joyful  to  him  than  the 
Profperity  of  Truth,  or  more  affii<fting  than 
its  being  oppofed  by  a  contrary  Spirit :  He  was 
a  careful  Father  over  us  his  Children,  both  in 
Advice,  Reproof  and  Corredion,  as  Need 
required,  as  well  as  in  providing  Things  need- 
ful for  his  Family  ;  but  above  all,  he  fought 
our  Growth  and  Settlement  in  the  Truth^  (in 
which  he  lived,  and  was  a  prudent  and  good 
Example  to  us  all  to  follow,  both  in  Words 
and  Actions)  yet  notwithftanding,  he  met 
with  AfRidtipn  from  fome  of  his  Children, 
who,   diLregarding  his  Example  and  zealous 

f  Concern 
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Concern  for  their  Good,  forfook.  their  Educa-f 
tion  in  feveral  Refpe^^s,  which  was  often  a 
great  Grief  to  hirn. 

Much  more  might  be  faid,  bat  {hall  leave  it, 
knowing  there  will  be  other  Teftimonies;  and 
although  the  Lofs  of  fuch  a  Father  is  not  ealily 
forgotten  by  any  well-minded  Children,  yet 
we  believe  that  our  great  Lofs  is  his  great  Gain  : 
For  as  he  lived  in  the  Truth,  he  was  fenfibly 
preferved  in  a  difcernable  Concern  for  the  Pro- 
pagation thereof  to  his  laft  Moment. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  thirty-firfl  Day  of 
the  fixth  Month  1712,  being  in  the  eighty- 
fifth  Year  of  his  Age  ;  and  was  accompanied  to 
his  Burial  by  Friends  from  feveral  Parts,  and 
other  Neighbours  ;  and  was  decently  interred 
jn  Friends-  Burying-place  at  Tineel\  near  Ro[j'e' 
nallis,  the  fourth  Day  of  the  feventh  Month 
following. 

Tryal  Edmundson. 
Abigail  Edmundson. 
Mary  Fayle. 
Eleazar  Sheldon. 
^  Susanna  Sheldon. 
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George   R. 6oke  concerning 
Willi  am   Edmundson. 


ATeftimony  lives  in  liiy  Heart  to  give  to 
thi;  Memory  oi  my  true  and  worthy 
Friend  William  Edmundson.  He 
was  a  Man  with  whom  I  have  had  feme 
Acquaintance  above  thirty  Years,  but  more 
jrjtimate  and  nearly  acquainted  with  about 
£ftten  Years  laft  pad,  it  having  been  my  Lot 
to  be  often  with  him  in  Travel  and  Labour  in 
the  Service  of  the  Gofpel,  both  in  Rngland  and 
Ireland',  fometimes  among  Friends,  and  fome- 
tinies  in  Places  where  none  were,  who  bore 
the  Name  oi  ^lakers  \  and  in  all  Places  where 
we  travelled,  his  Service  for  God  was  great,  to 
the  flopping  the  Mouths  of  Gainfayers,  and 
convincing  many  of  the  Way  of  Truth,  by 
direding  and  turning  People's  Minds  from 
Darkne(s  to  Light,  and  from  the  Power  of 
Satan  to  God  j  fo  that  many  became  the  Seals 
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of  his  iMiniftry,  which  he  delivered  in  great 
Plainnefs,  «ot  in  Words,  which  Man's  Wifdom 
teacheth,  biU  in  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit 
and  of  Power.  And  in  his  Travels  he  was 
very  careful  not  to  make  the  Golpel  charge- 
able J  and  had  a  ^^reat  Zeal  agalnft  the  hireling 
Teachers,  who  lovjght  for  their  Gain  from 
their  Quarter,  and  looked  after  the  Fleece 
more  than  the  Flock  :  And  for  his  Teftimony 
againft  fuch,  he  oft  we.nt  through  great  Suf- 
ferings, both  in  Body  and  Goods  j  as  the  Book 
of  Sufferings  and  his  followii*^^  Journal  fliow. 

As  to  his  Travels  in  America^  \  fliall  not  fay 
much,  leaving  it  to  them  that  we.^e  more  ac- 
quainted with  his  Service  there,  ana    his  own 
Account  thereof  in  the  enfuing  Pages;  though 
1   have  heard  him  fay,    That  he  went  through 
(Treat  Exercijes  a77wng  them  bcth  in  Body  and 
Spirit  ;    there  arifing   many  'vain  and  unruly 
J^alkcrs  among  them,  ivho  ga've  great  Irouble  10 
the  Churches,  aiid  it  /  //  to  his  Lot  often  to  deai 
with  fuch  :    For  indeed  he  was  a  Man  fitted 
for  luch  Service,  beyond  any  other  that  ever  I 
was  acquainted  with  ;   and  great  was  his  Care 
to  have  fuch  made  manifeft,  and  a  Stop  put  t9 
them,    that  they   might  proceed   no  further, 
wherever  he  met  with  them  ;    but  eipecially 
that  fuch  might  be  kept  out  of  Men's  Meetings: 
For  he  was  careful  that  the  Authority  of  Truth ^ 
in  Men  and  Women's  Meetings  might  be  kept 
up,    where   the    Lok^'s    Bufinefs   was   and    is 
managed,    that  the  Members  thereof  might 

be 
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be  FAITHFUL  Men  and  FAITHFUL 
Women,  fearing  GOD  and  hating  Covetoufnefs^ 
that  lo  tiue  Judgment  and  Juftice  might  be 
maintained  and  kept  up  in  all  thefe  Meetings, 
without  Rcipc(5l  of  Perfons  ;  and  Judgment 
placed  on  all  untuly  and  dilordcrly  Ferfons, 
that  fo  God'b  Huufc  might  be  kept  clean,  which 
HoUnefs  becomes  for  ever. 

He  was  not  one  who  fought  after  Popularity, 
but  was  rather  fliy,  not  intimate  with  any 
he  had  not  Trial  and  true  Knowlege  of,  nor 
willing  to  lay  Hands  fuddenly  on  any  ;  but  of 
ihofe  he  had  a  Trial  and  found  faithful,  he 
was  a  great  Encourager  in  the  Lord*s  Service  j 
and  I  have  oft  heard  him  fay,  It  was  great 
Satisfa5iion  to  him,  to  fee  Friends  come  up  in 
their  Service  the  Lord  had  fitted  them  for ;  and 
great  was  his  Concern  to  ftir  up  thofe  the  Lord 
had  gifted  to  anfwer  their  rel'ped:ive  Services, 
by  doing  their  Day's  Work  in  their  Day, 
while  Ability  of  Body  and  Underftanding  W2,s  ^ 
continued.  Wherein  he  was  an  excellent 
Pattern  to  us  all,  in  that  he  fpared  not  himfelf  • 
while  his  Abilities  were  continui^d  to  him,  but 
even  to  Old-Age  did  perform  Service  and  Tra- 
vels beyond  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature,  in 
which  he  would  often  fay.  The  Lord  ivas  his 
kCng  and  his  Strength^  'who  had  carried  him 
through  many  and  ^various  Exerci/es  and  Perils 
of  divers  Sorts  :  But  the  greateft  Trials  he  met 
with,  were  falle  Brethren,  who  oppoied  the 
good   Order  of  Truth,    which  the  Lord   has 
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eftablifiied  among  us,  whofe  Oppofitions,  both 
private  and  more  public,  he  like  a  Rock, 
immovably  withflood,  and  as  a  fixed  Star  in 
the  Firmament  of  God's  Power  did  remain, 
holding  his  Integrity  to  the  laft. 

He  was  one  that  truly  fympathized  with  his 
fufFering  Brethren  and  Sifters,  not  fparing  him- 
felf  to  obtain  their  Relief  and  Enlargement, 
when  clofe  confined  in  Prifon  for  their  Tefti- 
mony  againft  the  hireling  Teachers,  and  the 
great  Oppreffion  of  Tithes  (which  came  in 
with  the  Apoftacy  among  the  Chri/liaJis,  and 
will  go  out  again  with  the  Downfal  of  the 
Whore  and  falfe  Prophets)  by  applying  himfelf 
to  the  Perfons  concerned,  and  fometimes  to 
the  chief  Governors  :  For  he  was  a  Man  of 
an  undaunted  Spirit,  grave,  meek,  {:tQ  from 
AfFedation  in  Speech  and  Carriage,  and  there- 
fore fit  to  ftand  before  Princes  j  and  in  fuch 
Services  he  was  often  very  fuccefsful,  the  Lord 
opening  a  Way,  and  profpering  his  Endeavours. 
The  Gain  of  all  he  was  ready  to  confecrate  to 
the  Lord,  and  not  to  any  Abilities  of  his  own, 
whether  natural  or  acquired,  having  a  large 
Share  of  theiformer,  though  he  had  not  much 
of  the  latter;  being  a  Man  of  no  great  Learn- 
ing as  to  the  outward,  yet  had  the  Tongue  of 
the  Learned,  fo  as  to  fpeak  a  Word  in  Seafon 
to  the  Conditions  and  Capacities  of  moft: :  For 
he  was  found  and  profound  in  the  Myfteries  of 
Life  and  Salvation. 

This 
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This   eminent  Elder  and   Overfeer  in   the 
Houfe  of  God,  was  one  of,   if  not,  the  firft 
Inftrument  in  the  Hand  of  God,  in  this  Gene- 
ration, to  publifli  his  everlafting  Truth  through 
this  benighted  Ifland,  and  diredt  the  Inhabitants  i.  e.  Ire- 
thereof  to  the  marvelous  and  infliining  Light  ^^"^* 
of  Jefus  Chiift,  the  glorious  Son  of  Righte- 
oufnefs.     In  the  Difcharge  of  his  Service  in 
the  Miniftry,    he  perfevered  with   fuch  Con- 
flancy,  Faith  and  Fidelity,  that  it  picafed  his 
great  Lord  to  beftow  on  him,  as  an  additional 
Favour,    a   large  Underftanding  in   the  right 
Ground  of  Government  and   Difcipline  in  the 
Church,    in  which  he  earneftly  laboured   for 
univei-fal  Love,  Unity  and  good  Order,  in  and 
through  all  the  Churches  of  Chrifl,   preferring 
the  Honour  of  God  before  all  Things  elfe  j 
and   many  Times  Things  would  open  in  him 
to  Admiration,  fl:iewing  to  rich  Men  and  the 
pager  Getters  of  this  World,  the  Danger  they 
were  in   of  hurting  themfelves,  by  hindering 
thejr  Growth  in   the  Truth.     Nay,    I  cannot 
fet  forth  half  the  Service  he  had  among  us ; 
but  this  I  am  fure  of,    the  Churches  of  this 
Nation  will  have  a  great  Lofs  of  him  :    For 
indeed  the  Care  of  the  Churches  was  daily 
upon  him,   and  too  few  there  are  to  fland  in 
the  Gap  againfl  Iniquity,  or  that  will  expofe 
themfelves^  as  he  did,    in  dealing  plainly  with 
every   one,    r^ot  letting  Sin   pafs   unreproved, 
nor  Faults  untold,  (liarply  reproving  obflinate 
Offenders,  but  mildly  adm^onifhing  the  Senfible 
^nd  Penitent.     A  Man  of  Truth  indeed,  who 

(ometimes 


Ivi  George    Rooke's    Tefiimony 

fometimes  did  tell  us,  He  was  glad  when  hs 
looked  back  and  confidered  how  he  had  /pent  his 
7ime,  Hnce  the  Day  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  lay  his 
Hand  upon  him,  afjd  call  him  into  the  Minifiry  ; 
and  by  a  careful  Search^  could  not  find  that  he 
was  behind  with  his  Days  PFork, 

"When  he  was  taken  fick  he  fent  for  me, 
before  my  Return  from  the  Yearly-Meeting  at 
London ;  and  the  next  Day  after  I  came  Home 
I  went  to  fee  him,  and  found  him  very  weak 
but  very  fenfible,  and  he  freely  imparted  his 
Mind  to  me  in  feveral  Things,  and  particularly 
about  the  Regulation  of  Men  and  Women's 
Meetings,  Of  which  Regulation,  faid  he,  there 
is  abfoliite  Need^  and  that  he  believed  fome  would 
come  to  fee  the  NeceJJity  thereof  more  than  they 
bad  ever  yet, 

I  ftaid  with  him  about  four  or  five  Days,  in 
which  Time  I  obferved  Nothing  proceed  out 
of  his  Mouth,  fave  what  ftill  (hewed  bis 
Concern  for  Truth,  and  the  good  Order  of  it; 
and  when  I  went  to  take  Leave  of  him,  he 
faid.  We  have  had  many  good  Meetings  together^ 
1  believe  we  Jhdll  meet  in  Heaven  ;  and  this  he 
fpoke  very  tenderly.  In  a  few  Days  after 
which,  he  departed  this  Life  in  a  good  Old-r 
Age  and  full  of  Days,  being  aged  near  eighty- 
five  Years,  and  a  Minifler  fifty- feven  Years  5 
and  I  doubt  not,  but  he  hath  obtained  a 
Reward    of    durable   Riches,    a    Crown    of 

Righteoufnels, 
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Righteoufnefs,    and    his  Memorial   is  blefTed, 
for  he  was  a  Father  in  Ifrael  in  his  Day. 

Furthermore,  though  this  our  Friend  was  a 
Man  oppreft,  affl!(lted  and  troubled  in  his  Life 
Time,  yet  now  he  is  removed  to  ijohere  the 
Voice  of  the  OppreJJor  is  no  more  heard,  but  the 
Wicked  ceafe  Jrom  'Troubling,  and  the  Weary 
are  at  Reft  from  their  Labours,  and  their  Works 
do  follow  }  receiving  the  Reward  of  Peace,  and 
Sentence  of  Well  done,  faithful  and  good  Ser- 
vant, enter  thou  into  the  yoy  of  thy  Lord: 
Which  that  we  may  all  fo  labour  for,  as  that 
we  may  be  counted  worthy,  with  this  our 
aged  Friend  at  laft,  is  the  finccre  Delire  and 
Travel  of,  Reader, 

Thy  Friend,    who  wifheth  the  Welfare 
of  all  Men,  both  here  and  hereafter. 


George   Rooke. 
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Thomas    Wilson    concerning 
William    Edmundson. 
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Have  a  fhort  Teflimony  to  give  in,  to  the 

Life  and  Memory  of  my  ancient  and 
dear  Friend,  William  Edmundson, 
deceafed.  The  firft  Time  I  came  into  this 
Nation  of  Ireland,  he  was  in  Prifon  in  Mary^ 
borough  Goal,  where  my  Companion  a*nd  I 
went  to  fee  him,  he  fat  down  with  us  to  wait 
upon  the  Lord  in  Silence,  and  in  a  httle  Time 
began  to  fpeak  to  us  in  the  Openings  of  Truth, 
in  which  he  declared  the  Myfteries  of  Chrift's 
Kingdom,  directing  us  to  an  inward  S  ilnefs 
and  Quietnefs  of  Mind  ;  and  fpoke  of  the 
Humility  of  the  Lord's  Prophet,  when  there 
I  Kings  was  a  rU(hing  Wind,  Earthquake  and  Fiie, 
JQ.  9  to  ^hgrein  jhe  Lord  was  not ;  but  the  Prophet's 
Head  being  covered  with  his  Mantle,  until  it 
was  calm  ;  in  the  Calm  the  Voice  of  the  Lord 
was  known,  as  a  flili  fmall  Voice;  and  faid. 
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'T^hh  is  an  excellent  Fajj'age  for  you  young  Men 
to  obfervey  for  fome  have  gone  out  from  their 
Gifts  in  thefe  RuJJwigs ;  and  much  more  to 
that  Effedl,  which  was  very  fuitable  to  the 
prefent  E^fercife  of  my  Mind  j  I  then  being 
young,  and  in  great  Poverty  of  Spirit,  and 
afFraid  of  the  Wiles  and  Transformations  of 
Satan,  left  he  fhould  betray  my  Underftanding, 
which  I  believe  this  Man  of  God  had  a  true 
Senfe  of. 

Since  which  it  hath  been  my  Lot,  to  follow 
him  in  his  Service  for  Truth  in  many  Places, 
efpecially  in  America^  and  I  may  lafely  fay, 
^hat  I  always  found  his  Services  were  very 
great y  and  that  be  left  a  fweet  Savour  behind 
him, 

I  was  alfo  with  him  in  the  Time  of  his  Ilneft 
whereof  he  died,  under  which  he  lay  in  an 
heavenly  and  fweet  Frame  of  Spirit,  and  feemed 
defirous,  if  it  was  his  heavenly  Father's  Will, 
to  be  removed  out  of  this  World.  And  one 
Time  fpeaking  of  his  natural  Faculties,  how 
they  failed  him,  fo  that  he  was  not  capable  of 
doing  Service,  as  heretofore  he  had  been,  I 
told  him,  1  did  believe  that  he  had  done  his 
Days  Work  in  his  Day,  and  that  it  would  be 
well  with  him,  I  alfo  defired,  //  he  had  any 
thing  by  way  of  Counfel  and  Advice  to  leave  to 
thofe  that  might  remain^  he  would  communicate 
it  to  us.  And  after  a  Time  of  filent  Waiting, 
be  was  enabled  to  fit  up,  and  fpeak  what  was 
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^x  Thomas    Wilson'j    ^eflimonf, 

in  his  Mind  ;  the  Subftance  whereof  was  to  • 
this  EfFed: :  nat  the  Lord  had  a  great  Work  ta 
4o  in  the  Earth,  though  many  did  not  fee  it  5 
und  that  he  would  work  a  great  "Regulation  and 
'Reformation  among  many  ;  and  that  his  glorious 
T)ay^  which  was  broken  forth ,  would  rije  higher 
and  higher  upon  his  People.  It  was  a  bowing, 
melting  Seafon,  ending  in  Prayer  and  Suppli- 
cation to  the  Lord,  who  I  am  fatisfied,  hath 
taken  his  Spirit  to  himfelf,  to  inherit  everlafl- 
ing  Reft, 

Thomas    Wilson. 
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James  Dickinson  concerning 
William    Edmundson. 

I  Have  in  my  Heart  aTeftimony  to  give  to 
the  Lord's  Power,  manifefted  through  his 
Servant  William  Edmundson,  who 
was  called  into  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  laboured  in  it  many  Years, 
The  Lord  raifed  him  up,  and  made  him  as  a 
Battle-Axe  in  his  Hand,  and  a  Rod  to  corredt 
flubborn  Children,  and  as  an  Hammer  to  beat 
down  that  which  was  wrong  ;  he  was  a  Terror 
to  Evil-doers,  and  both  loved  and  efteemed  by 
the  Sincere-hearted,  becaufe  of  his  Faithfulneiis 
and  Integrity  to  that  Truft  and  Charge  the 
Lord  had  committed  to  him, 

I  believe  he  loved  all  Men,  yet  feared  no 
Man  lo  as  to  give  Truth's  Caufe  away ;  many 
deep  Exercifes  he  v/ent  through,  and  Perils  by 
Sea  and  Land,  for  the  difcharging  himfelf  of 
that  Concern  which  was  laid  upon  him,  which 
he  did  in  great  Boldnefs  and  Sincerity.  He  was 
made  to  rebuke  Deceit,   and  place  Judgment 
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upon  it,  where  he  met  with  it.  The  Lord 
who  called  him,  flood  by  him,  and  guided 
him  by  his  Wifdom.  He  was  zealous  againft 
all  Pride  and  Superfluity,  and  hammered  it 
down,  not  fparing  the  Guilty  ;  yet  one  who 
loved  Decency  and  Cleannefs,  knowing  Truth 
led  to  it. 

He  was  made  ufe  of  to  rebuke  many  filthy 
and  unruly  Spirits,  both  m  Europe  and  America^ 
efpecially  the  Ranters  in  New-England^  who 
were  filthy,  brutifh  and  beaftly,  under  Pre- 
tence of  Sandtity  and  Holinefs.  He  had  a 
hard  Part  of  the  Work  committed  to  his  Share 
(yet  the  Lord  furniflied  him  throughly  for  it) 
and  was  bent  in  his  Mind  to  get  it  done  while 
he  had  Time,  labouring  to  ftir  up  all  to  make 
ufe  of  the  Time  while  they  had  it. 

The  Lord  raifed  him  up,  and  made  him 
what  he  was,  that  was  good,  and  hath  taken 
him  to  himfelf,  who  is  able  by  his  great  Power 
to  raife  up  others,  to  carry  on  his  great  Work 
of.  Reformation  in  the  Earth,  to  his  own 
Glory,  and  Man's  Salvation.  I  defire  T^he 
Lord  may  bow  all  by  his  Power  into  faithful 
Obedience  to  him,  even  unto  Death,  that  he  may 
give  them  a  Crown  of  Life. 

James    Dickinson. 

Be  thou  fciithful  unto  Death,  and  I  will  give  thee 
'^  Crown  or  Liie>  Rev.  ii.  lo. 
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John    Bousted    concerning 
William   Edmundson. 


MY  Acquaintance  with  him  for  many 
Years  was  fuch,  that  I  loved  him  dearly 
and  honoured  him  truly,  as  one  that  ruled  well 
in  the  Church  of  Chrift,  worthy  of  double 
Honour  for  his  Service  Sake.  He  was  endued 
with  a  large  Gift  for  the  Miniftry,  and 
preached  the  everlafting  Gofpel  freely,  as  aa 
undaunted  Warriour  of  the  Lamb,  bold  in 
aiTcrting,  and  valiant  in  fufFering  for  the  Tefti- 
mony  committed,  to  his  Truft,  and  fkilful  in 
his  Miniftry  to  divide  the  Word  aright,  clear 
fighted,  and  deep  in  divine  Things  j  and 
greatly  inftrumental  in  gathering  many  to  the 
Truth,  and  in  fettling  of  Meetings  in  divers 
Places  ;  ard  zealoufly  concerned  for  the  pro- 
moting of  Cbrijlian  Difcipline  in  the  gathered 
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Churches,  That  all  might  be  preferved  in  ihi 
comely  Order  of  the  Gofpel  \  and  efpecially, 
T^hat  his  Brethren  in  the  Mini/iry,  and  other 
gifted  Elders  for  Government  in  the  Churchy 
?mght  walk  circumjpeclly  without  Blame  or  Re- 
buke ;  in  all  Things  adorning  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chrifi,  as  good  Examples  to  the  Flock, 

Some  were  plcafed  to  call  him,  The  great 
Hammer  of  Ireland,    becaufe  of  his  powerful 
Miniftry  >   for  having  known  the  Word  of  the 
Lord,  as  an  Hammer  and  a  Fire  to  break  and 
diffolve  his  own  Heart,  which  no  doubt  had 
been  hard  when  concerned  in  outward  War^ 
(of  which  fee  a  further  Account  in  his  follow- 
ing Journal)  he  by  the  fame  Word  of  God, 
was  made  as  an  Hammer,  fliarp  Inftrument 
and  Axe  in  the  Hand  of  the  Lord,  whereby 
many  were  broken  and  cut  to  the  Heart:  Yea, 
lome,    like  the  tall  Cedars  and  ftrong  Oaks, 
were  hewn  down  by  the  Power  of  the  Word 
that  dwelt  in  him.     He  was  as,a  Flame  againft 
Evil,    and    inftrumental   in  turning   many  to 
Righteouinefs.     I  can  but  hint  a  little  of  the 
Services  of  this  good  Man,  and^ worthy  Elder 
in    the   Church   of  Chrift,    but  fliall   refer   to 
other  Teftimonies  that  may  be  given   of  him 
by  Inch   as  are  more  capable  thereof,    and   to 
the  Journal  of  his  Travels  for  a  further  Account 
concerning    him,    who    having  done    a  good 
Day's  Work,    hath  received  his  Reward,    and 
entered  into  the  Reft  prepared  for  him,  and 

for 
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for  all  them  that  love  and  fear  the  Lord. 
May  it  pleafe  the  Lord  of  the  Harvejl^  to  raife 
up  other  faithful  Labourers  therein  j  for  the 
Harvefl  is  gfeat^   and  Jiicb  Labourers  but  a 
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CONCERNING 

'My  clear  deceafed  Friend  Wil- 
liam  Edmundson. 


HE  v/as  a  Man  whom  I  fo  dearly  and 
tenderly  loved  for  thofe  Virtues  that 
dwelt  in  him,  that  few  of  our  Ancients  were 
a  more  frequent  Epiftle  in  my  Remembrance 
than  he  :  The  Foundation  of  which  Love, 
was  the  Rock  of  Ages,  that  had  made  him 
fo  ferviceable  in  his  now  Jfrael,  whom  he 
hath  brought  out  of  Captivity,  and  chofen  to 
be  his  People  through  Chrift  Jefus,  to  expe- 
rience his  Reign  and  Kingdom  ;  by  whom 
alfo  this  my  entirely  beloved  Friend  was  fandti- 
lied  and  made  inifrumental,  yea,  a  Co-worker 
among  many  Brethren,  to  iliew  to  Mankind 
the  Way  to  Salvation  ;  and  verily  (to  me) 
be'mg  dead,  he  [peakcth.  His  Valour  for  Truth, 
Nobility  before  its  Enemies  ;  his  godly  and 
holy  Zeal  againft  Impiety  and  feigned  Holi- 
nefs  ;  his  inceffant  Labours  and  Travels  both 
by  Sea  and  Land,    to  gather  to  Chrift,   and 

that 
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that  the  Churches  gathered  might  be  rooted 
and  grounded  in  him,  confirms  me  that  he 
was  a  Man  of  God,  and  faithfully  ferved  him 
in  his  Time.  I  may  fay  (becaufe  I  believe  it) 
^he  Lord  fpoke  by  him^  and  his  Word  was  iti 
bis  Mouth  J  indeed  to  me  he  feemed  to  be  as  a 
Boanerges^  or  Son  of  thunder ^  his  Miniftry 
was  fo  powerful  in  the  Demonftration  of  the 
Spirit  :  Furthermore,  his  pious  and  fervent 
Zeal  to  plant  a  helpful  Difcipline  among  the 
Churches,  both  in  his  own  and  other  Nations, 
much  manifefled  his  Love  to  God  and  his 
People,  and  that  the  Anointing  dwelt  in 
him,  Dominion  and  Praife  to  God  the  Sandti- 
fier.     Amen, 

I  further  teflify  with  the  Apoftle  Teter^ 
^hat  no  Man  can  do  the  Work  of  God,  nor 
Jpcak  as  his  Oracle,  but  as  he  doth  it  by  the 
Ability  God  giveth,  being  only  as  a  Steward  of 
the  manifold  Grace,  that  God  in  all  Thi?2gs  may 
be  glorified,  through  Jefus  Chrifl  :  In  which 
Ability  it  was  evident,  this  my  honoured 
Friend  miniftered  to  the  Saints,  of  which  I 
(with  many  more  weightier  Brethren)  am  a 
Witnefs,  and  incline  to  commemorate  a  parti- 
cular In  (lance,  viz.  At  Hartpaw  in  LaJica- 
fldire  (where  I  was  prefent)  the  Lord  made 
ufe  of  him  as  his  Trumpet,  to  give  a  certain 
Sound  to  Admiration  ;  then  exprefUng  that, 
7hat  Morning  the  JVord  of  the  Lord  burned  in 
him  as  a  Fire ;  by  v/hich  Word,  not  only  the 
Tender-hearted  were  quickned,   but  the  Neg- 

h  2  ligent 
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ligent  and   Obdurate   awakened   to    proiitablo 

Confiderations  of  their  mifpent  Time  ;  Alfo  a 

iignai  Token  of  his  Love  to  his  Countrymen 

jdid  appear,  by  his  prudent  Adling  to  obtain  9, 

Meeting  in  his  deceafed  Father's  Houfe,  where 

(that  I   know  of)  was  never  any  kept  before 

that  Time,  viz,   near  Kirby-Siephen  in  Wefir 

^norelandy    which  Meeting  was   obtained  ^nd 

Jield   by  himfelf,  and  was  of  a   good  Report 

and  Service  in  the  Country.     And  Friends  in 

thefe  Parts  fince  that  Time  having  often  had 

Meetings  at  the  above-mentioned  Kirhy,  God 

has  been  plcafcd  to  blefs  that  good  Undertaking 

begun   by  our  deceafed  Friend   W  i  ;.  l  i  a  14 

Edmunpson,    with    that   happy   Succefs 

that   fome    have   been    there    convinced   and 

turned  to  him,  the  Almighty  Lord,  our  Shield 

and  Sanduary  y    unto  whom  fliall  Rerown  be 

given,  praying,  That  he  may  be  pie ajed  to  order 

(by  his  PFifdom)  our  Converfation  aright^    that 

ive  may  honour  him  in  our  earthly  Tabernacles  j 

and  that  he  may  raife  ^p  many  Jiich  to  bear 

the  Ark  of  the  Teflimony  before  the  BrethreUy 

as  cur  ancient  deceafed  Friends  have  done^    not 

loving  their  Lives  unto  Death  for  'Jefiiss  Sake,^ 

So  to   God   the  Father,    with    his   Son   Jefus 

Chrift,  be  afc.ibed   Praife  and  Glory,  World 

without  End. 
t 

C  H  R  I  s  T  p  p  ir  !£  R    Winn, 


From  Sedbergh  i'^  Yorkf};i;e  in 
Great-Britain,  th^  nineteenth 
pi  the  I'ecu.id  Momii)  17  .'4. 
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O    F 

Benjamin  Holme  concerning 
float  honourable  Servant  of  Chrtji 
William  Edmundson. 


OU  R  dear  Friend,  whom  it  hath  pleafed 
God  to  remove  from  us,  was  a  very 
heavenly-minded  Man,  and  one  that  was 
deeply  concerned  for  the  Glory  of  God,  and 
the  Good  of  Souls  £  He  was  an  able  Minifter 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  laboured  abundantly  there- 
in, and  his  Labours  were  made  very  efFedual 
to  many.  The  Care  of  the  Churches  was 
much  upon  him,  and  he  was  greatly  concerned, 
Ihal  Siofi  f7nght  arife  and  Jhake  her/elf  frotn 
the  Duft  of  the  Earth,  and  put  on  her  beautiful 
Garments,  that  fo  fje  might  (hine  forth  in  her 
^lory  and  Beauty.  I  am  inwardly  thankful 
unto  the  Lord  for  raifing  him  up,  and  that 
he  was  pleafed  fo  long  to  prolong  his  Days, 

for 
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for  the  Benefit  of  his  Church  and  People:  For 
through  his  Faithfulnefs,  he  was  made  a  great 
Bleffing  to  the  Church  of  Chrift  in  many 
Refpeds  ;  and  I  believe,  that  Children  yet 
unborn  (hall  be  made  to  blefs  God  upon  his 
Account.  It  is  Matter  of  great  Rejoicing  to 
me  and  many  more,  that  as  the  Lord  made 
him  fo  eminently  ferviceable  in  his  Hand,  he 
was  preferved  in  Faithfulnefs  to  the  End  of 
his  Days. 

In  a  Letter  I  had  from  him  feme  Time 
before  his  Departure,  he  fignified,  l^hat  he 
was  well  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrill^  by  whom  his 
inward  Man  was  renewed  Day  by  Day^  and 
that  the  Lord  was  his  Song  and  his  Strength, 
Thus  this  good  Man,  after  he  had  paffed 
through  many  and  various  Exercifes,  which 
he  met  with  upon  the  Account  of  that  holy 
Teftimony  the  Lord  had  called  him  to  bear, 
was  made  to  rejoice  and  triumph  in  him,  in 
whom  he  had  believed. 

The  Removal  of  this  faithful  Elder,  Vv^ith 
fome  other  faithful  WitnelTes  of  late,  is  no 
fmall  Lofs  to  the  Church  of  Chrift  ;  O  !  that 
the  Senfe  thereof  may  have  a  very  deep  Im- 
preliion  upon  all  our  Hearts,  that  we  may 
*  inwardly  wreftle  with  the  Lord,    to  raife   up 

many  faithful  Labourers  in  their  Stead, 

And 
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And  now,  dear  Friends,  you  who  are 
brought  to  be  acquainted  with  that  divine 
Power,  by  which  many  of  our  worthy  Friends 
that  are  taken  from  us,  were  fo  excellently 
qualified  and  fitted  for  the  Work  unto  which 
they  were  called  ;  there  are  ftrong  Defires  in 
my  Soul,  That  you  may  wait  in  deep  Humility 
of  Soul,  to  feel  the  fame  divijie  Power  to  fit  and 
qualify  you,  that  fo  ye  may  come  up  in  their 
Places,  who  have  faithfully  Jerved  the  Lord  in 
their  Generation. 

And,  as  many  of  you  know,  that  this  true 
Prophet  of  the  Lord  prophefied  before  the  late 
Troubles,  That  God  would  dung  the  Earth  with 
the  CarcaJJ'es  of  Men,  which  has  fince  been 
fulfilled  ;  fo  I  would  likewife  put  you  in 
Mind,  how  he  hath  prophefied,  fince  the  late 
Wars,  of  another  diftreiting  Time  that  is  like 
to  come,  if  the  People  be  not  humbled  ; 
which  Prophecy,  I  believe,  in  the  Lord's 
Time  will  be  fulfilled,  if  not  prevented  by 
Repentance.  Therefore  prepare  to  meet  your 
God,  O  Ifrael  I  and  fee  that  ye  abide  in  your 
Tents,  left  through  your  going  out  into  thofe 
Things  which  provoke  the  Lord  to  Anger, 
ye  be  cut  off  with  the  Wicked. 

O  /  that  we,  that  the  Lord  in  Loving- 
ki^idnefs  and  Mercy  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  vifit,  may  be  fo  preferved  in  Faitlfulnefs 
to  the  End,  that  in  the  winding  up  of  our  Time 

here. 
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here,  we  may  have  a  Part  in  that  Kingdom  of 
Reft  a7id  Joy,  into  which  this  our  dear  deceajed 
Friend  is  already  entered. 


Is  the  fincere  Defire  of  your  Friend, 

Benjamin    HolmeI 


From  Lifmoyne  In  the  Cbimty  of 
^Veflmeath  in  Ireland,  the  fif- 
Jpcnth  of  the  fecond  Month  17 13, 
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A    SHORT 

TESTIMONY 

CONCERNING 

William    Edmundson. 


HAVING  a  Concern  upon  my  Spirif, 
to  write  a  few  Lines  concerning  thaC 
ancient,  honourable  and  faithful  Elder,  Wil- 
liam Edmundson.  I  teftify,  he  was  a 
Man  that  I  dearly  loved  and  honoured  ia 
the  Truth,  fureiy  he  was  worthy,  being 
faithful  ;  a  valiant  Man  for  the  Lord  he 
was  in  his  Day,  even  one  of  the  Valiants  of 
Jfrael,  and  that  in  the  firft  Rank,  that  would 
not  tarn  his  Back  on  Truth's  Enemies  :  He 
was  manly,  of  a  good  Prefence,  but  would 
often  be  tendered  and  broken  in  Spirit,  even 
as  a  Child  ;  when  Truth  fuffered,  he  fuffered  j 
when  it  rejoiced,  he  rejoiced  :  He  was  plea- 
fant  in  Converfation,  but  of  an  aw/ul  Pre^" 
fence  ;  his  Countenance  grave  and  folid,  that 
it  both  adminiftered  Reproof  and  Comfort  5 
his  Miniftry  powerful  and  fearehing,  in  Prayer 

i  fervent. 
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fervent,  profound  and  prevailing,  fo  that  many 
Times  he  made  the  Drooping  and  Heavy- 
hearted  to  rejoice. 

His  Care  for  the  Church  was  very  great, 
and  after  the  late  Troubles,  he  had  a  more 
than  ordinary  Concern  for  the  Settling  of 
Friends,  and  that  they  might  be  near  Meet- 
ings j  but  his  great  Concern  was,  T^hat  Friends 
might  be  prej'erved  out  of  the  too  eager  Purfuit 
cijter  the  Riches  of  this  World  -j  which  Concern 
cxpofed  him  to  the  Cenfure  of  fuch  as  did 
not  well  confider  their  own  Good,  and  was 
fomewhat  the  Caufe  of  his  meeting  with  great 
and  hard  Exercifes  :  Yet  through  all,  the 
Lord  0ood  by  and  preferved  him  to  the  End 
of  his  Days,  a  faithful  Tfcftimony-bearer  for 
the  Truth.  He  was  made  a  Bleffing  to  Friends 
in  this  Nation,  on  feveral  Accounts.  He 
would  often  fay,  l^hat  the  Love  and  too  eager 
Purfuit  of  Riches  and  Greatnefs  of  this  Worlds 
was  the  chief  Engine  the  Enemy  of  Truth  had 
to  hurt  uSy  as  a  People  ;  and  often  warned 
Friends  to  beware  of  it :  And  through  Mercy, 
many  do  reap  the  Benefit  of  his  fatherly  Care, 
and  tender  Advice,  for  the  Good  of  all. 

His  Concern  was  great,  That  Love  and 
JJnify  might  be  preferved  in  the  Churchy  and 
all  Things  hpt  out  that  might  have  a  Tendeiicy 
to  lay  njcafle^  or  hurt  the  Projperity  thereof : 
So  having  ferved  his  Generation   in  Faithful- 

nefs. 
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nefs,  and  attained  to  a  good  Old-Agc,  is 
gathered  to  his  Reft,  far  above  the  Reach  of 
his  Perfecutors  ;  for  he  had  fufFered  much  on 
Truth's  Account,  and  (as  he  would  often  fay) 
^0  keep  his  7eJlimony  clear  in  all  the  Branches 
thereof. 


William    Sandwith- 


Eallyoacarrick,  the  foiiith  of 
the  third  Month  1714* 
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WILLIAM   EDMUNDSON. 


SECT.     I. 

Giving  an  Account  of  his   Bij^thy    Parentage, 
^rade^  Marriage  and  Convince jnent^  &c. 

I  Was  born  ^t  Lit  tie- Muf grove  in  Wcjlmor-    1627. 
^  k7idy   in  the  North  ot"  England,  in   the  '>'"v^^ 
'Year    1627,     ^^Y    ^^^^^^    ^"^    Mothef's  Little 
Names  were  John  and  Grace  F,dmundfon.     My  ^\  ^Veft-'^ 
Father   was  v/ell  accounted  of    among   Men  mcriand, 
who    knew   him,    and   religious   in  what  he''fw'£? 
knew.   .  I  was  the  youngefl  Child  of  fix  my  Birth. 
Patents  had,    my   Mother   died  when  I   was 
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1640.  about  four  Years  old,  my  Father  alfo  v/hen  I 
^^■'^'V"^  was  about  eight  Years  old :  We  were  left  to 
the  Care  of  my  Uncle,  my  Mother's  Brother, 
who  ufed  us  hardly ;  and  my  Brothers  and 
Sifters  left  him,  but  I  ftaid  with  him  feveral 
Years,  being  young.  Mye)4^  Brother,^  who 
was  Heir  to  the  Eftate  my  Father  left,  when 
he  came  to  the  Age  of  twenty- one  Years,  with 
my  eldeft  Sifter's  Huft)and,  went  to  Law  with 
my  Uncle  about  our  Portions,  and  other  In- 
juries and  Wrongs :  And  they  fpent  much 
Money. 

In  thofe  Times  I  went  thro'    many  Hard- 

(hipsand  Exercifes  of  divers  Kinds ;  after  fome 

York.       Time  fpent,  I  was  bound  Apprentice  in  T'ork 

to  the  Trade  of  a  Carpenter  and  Joiner,  where 

I  lived  fome  Years:  In  which  Time  the  Lord 

began  to  work  in  the  Hearts  of  many  People 

Great  O-  in   that  City,    fo  that  great  Openings  in    the 

conc"?n-  Things  of  God  were   both   in  Preachers  and 

iiigthe      Hearers.     Then  the  Lord  began  to  vifit  me 

^ip'^^,      with  his  Judgments,  and  to  fet  my  Sins  before 

amoncr      me  :  many  Times  I  was  under  great  Exercifes 

I'eopie.     concerning   my  Salvation,  alfo  about  Eledion 

and  Reprobation.     So  many  Things  wrought 

mightily  in   my  Mind  about  Religion,  that  I 

was  often  brought  very  low  in  my  Spirit,  and 

at   pubiick  Worfhip  in    the   Steeple- houfe,  at 

Times,  the  Lord's  Judgments  would  feize  upon 

me  heavily;  one  Time,  in  the  pubiick  Worfhip, 

the  Hand  of  the  Lord  was  fo  upon  me,  that 

I  fhed  fuch  Abundance  of  Tears  in   weeping 

and 
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and   bewailing   my  wretched  State,  that  the    1640. 
Prieft  and  Congregation    took  Notice  of  me,  ^'^"v*^ 
but  none  did  dired:  me  aright  to  the  Phyficiaa 
that  could  heal  my  wounded  Spirit. 

•About  thisTi^sIwent  into  the  Parliament's  P^riia- 
Army,  and  there  c'ontinued   part  of  the  War  "^y"  ^ 
betwixt  the  King  and  Parliament ;  and  when 
that  was  over  I  went  into  Scotland  under  Oliver  Scotland. 
Cromwell  m  the  Year  1650,  and  the  Lord  be-    -1650. 
gan  afrefli  with  me,  and  many  Times  his  heavy 
Judgments    would   feize  upon  me  and   bring 
me  low  in  a  Confideration  of  the  State  of  Life 
I  lived  in,  and  what  the  End  would  be  j  and 
fometimes  his  Mercies   would    fpring  in   my 
Heart  to   my  great   Refrelliment,    and   caufe 
Tears  of  Joy  and  Gladnefs ;  but  I  knew   not 
the  fecret   Hand    that    was  dealing  with  me, 
neither  met  I  with  any  that  did  inform  me, 
altho'  in   the  Army  we  had  many   high  Pro-  HighPro- 
felTors  of  Religion.     And  fometimes   when   ifj^^"'"'."^ 
had  been  on  Service  moft  of  the  Day,  and  was  intheAr^ 
lying  down  in  my  Tent  at  Night,  then  would  "^y- 
arife  in  my  Mind  the  eminent  Dangers  I   had 
pafled  that  Day,  and  the   narrow   Efcapes  my 
Life  had,  and  what  would  have  become  of  my 
Soul,  if  I  had  fallen  in  that  Uncertainty  of  my 
future  Plappinefs,  with  Refolutions  to  turn  to 
the  Lord  by   Repentance   and  Amendment  of 
Life }    but  when   Adion    prefented,   which  I 
was  adive  in  at  that  Time,  I  got  over  it  again 
in  my  Vanity, 

B  2  In 
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In  the  Year  165 1,  the  ^'^c^^Z?  Army  marched 
for  England,  .we  tollowed  and  engaged  them 
Fcotch  2^  Worcefter^  and  overthrew  their  Army  j  af- 
Arm}^  ter  the  Fight  I  was  troubled  in  Mind  for  my 
"ioxtf.  ^^s'^'^'^y>  for  the  Lord  preferved  my  Lite  aill ; 
\zvA,  and  but  1  fled  from  Judgment,  and  made  merry 
over-        over  God's  Wiineis    m  my  Gwifcience,  which 

thiown  at      ^.^     ,  .    ^  t^ 

Woiceiler  ici*^5i^^ci  agamit    me.     r  rem    tnence  we   were 
Ifleof      commanded  to  the  7/Z?  i?/Mt?//,  v^hich  was  de- 
Man,       livered  to  us,  and  in  two  Weeks  time  returned 
Derby-     to   England^    and    quartered  .  in   Derbyfiire  at 
5,"^'       Chefterfield  and  Towns    thereabout :  At  which 
iicJa,  &c.  Time  rhe  common  Difcourfe  of  all  Sorts  of  Peo- 
Various    P^^  ^^^   °^  ^'^^  ^lakers^  and   various  Reports 
Reports  of  were  of  them;  the   Priefts  every- where   were 
tiieQua-   argry  againfr.  them,  and  the  bafer  Sort  of  Peo- 
ple fpared  not  to  tell   ftrange  Stories  of  them  ; 
|3ut  the  more   I   heard  of  them,  the  more  I 
Joved  them,  yet   had'  not  the  Opportunity  iq 
fpeak  with  any  of  them. 

Chefter-         One  Markct-day  at  Chejlerfield,  I  was  in  a 
f.cJd.         Tavern  with    others  of  my  Companions,  and 
two    Women   oi    the   People    called   fakers 
fpoke  of  the  Things  of  God  to  the  People  in  the 
Market;  I  did  not  hear  of  them  until  they 
A  Prieft    were  gone,  but.  the  PrieH:  of  the  Town,  and 
boified  of  ieverai  with   him,  abufed  them:   When   they 
j'j''^^^"'],„_  had  done,  they  came  to  the  Tavern,  into  the 
viour  to    Room  where  I  and   my  Companions  v/ere,  it 
lyo  Wo-   [)t;ing  a   iaige  Dining-room,  where   the   Prieft 
boaited  of  what  he  had-  done  to  the  two  Wo- 
men, thinking   we   v^ould  praile   him,  but  I 

loved 
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Joved  to  bear  of  the  Women,  and  hated  his  165 1. 
Behaviour  towards  them.  \y^/'\> 

A  young  Man  a  Merchant,  then  prednt, 
who  fiLqaented  my  Company,  and  woald 
often  Ipeak  of  the  faid  Peopie  called  ^takers, 
^nd  fay  their  Principles  were  the  Truth,  hear- 
ir.g  the  Priefl:  boaft  cf  his  abufive  Behaviour  to 
the  faid  two  Women,  anfwered  and  faid,  It 
ni-as  a  poor  ViBory  he  had  gotten  over  two  poor 
Women  j  at  which  the  Priefi:  was  very  angry, 
and  began  to  ilorm :  My  Spirit  rofe  againft 
him,  I  ftarted  up  from  my  Scat,  and  afked  the 
Priefi  and  them  with  him,  If  they  came  to  quar^ 
rel  ^  faying,  if  they  did,  they  Jhould  have  enciighj 
but  the  Priell  anfwered,  A'o,  7iot  with  yon  Sir. 
I  bid  them  leave  the  Room,  which  they  pre- 
fently  did  ;  but  thefe  Things  came  clofe  to  me, 
and  the  more  1  heard  of  this  People  the  better 
1  loved  them,  and  earnefl  Defires  fprung  a- 
frefn,  that  the  Lord  would  fliew  me  the  Way 
of  Truth 

After  fome  Time  fpent  in   divers  Exercifes,   ^5^2' 
we  marchtd  again  for  Scotland,  at  which  Time  Scotland. 
1  had  a  Charge  of  fome  Men   for   recruiting 
other  Companies  then  in  Scotland,  I  marched 
them  with  our  Regiment  and  delivered  up  my 
Charge  in  Scotland,  then  left  the  Army,  came 
back    for   England,   and    vifited   my  Relations 
in  the    North;  from   thence    rode  into  D^r- Derby- 
hyjlnre,    and    married    a    young   Woman,    to^^iJ'e- 
whom  I  was   contradled  beio;e.     After  ^  fome  j^^^'j-^l^'^^ 

Time 
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1652.  Time  I  was  about  to  fettle  in  Derby  (hire  in  the 
V/VV;  Way  of  Shop-keeping,  at  which  Time  my  Bro- 
ther, who  was  a  Soldier  in  Ireland^  came  into 
Engla?2d  to  fee  his  Relations,  and  highly  com- 
mending Ireland^  perfwaded  me  to  go  and  live 
there,  which  I,  with  my  Wife,  concluded  to 
do.     The  Troop  my   faid  Brother  ferved  in 
Water-     quartered  near  Waterford-,  we  propofed  to  our- 
ford.        lelves  to  fettle  a  Trade  of  Merchandize  in  Wa~ 
terford^  and  to  live  at  a  Place  two  Miles  from 
it,  where  we  could  pafs  and  repafs  in  our  Boat  \ 
nromifing  great  Matters  to   ourfelves  and  Re- 
ligion befides :  So  with  this  Refult,  when  my 
faid  Brother  returned,  I  fent  with  him  a  little 
Parcel  of  Merchant  goods,  and  not  long  after, 
I,  my   Wife   and   Servant    went  for   Ireland^ 
with  a   larger  Quantity  of  Merchant  goods, 
Weftmor-  we  came  through  V/eftmorland  to  take  Leave  of 
land.        our  Relations,  and  fome   of  them   went  with 
Whiteha-  us  to  Whitehaven,  where   we  took  Shipping, 
yfl',.   •   and  landed  at  Dublin. 

Puphn. 

Now  were  all  our  great  Promlfes  come  to 
nothing,  and  the  Lord,  who  had  been  often 
driving  with  me  both  in  Mercy  and  Judgment, 
had  other  Service  for  me,  which  I  knew  not 
of,  and  was  a  meer  Stranger  to.  For  at 
Dublin  I  expeded  that  my  Brother  had  made 
fome  Preparations  for  us  and  our  Trade,  but 
jnftead  thereof  the  Troop  and  he  with  it  were 
marched  into  the  North  :  I  wrote  to  him,  and 
gave  him  an  Account  that  we  were  landed  ; 
in  the  mean  Time  I  was  llrongly  importuned 

to 
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to  fettle  in  Bublin,  Trading  being  then  very  1653.' 
brifk,  and  Hoiifes  on  eafy  Terms,  it  being  not  ^-^Sr^. 
long  after  the  Plague ;  but  I  was  prevented  by 
a  fecret  Hand  that  I  did  not  then  know,  which 
preferved  me  from  the  Deceitfulnefs  of  Riches, 
which  according  to  all  Probability  I  {hould 
have  been  laden  with,  as  with  thick  Clay, 
and  thereby  been  hindered  from  the  Lord's 
Service,  as  fome  others  are. 

When  my  Brother  had  received  my  Letter, 
he  came  to  Dublin^  with  Horfes  to  take  us 
into  the  North  to  Antrim,  where  their  Troop  Antrim, 
was  to  quarter  j  there  I  took  a  Houfe,  and  my 
Brother  dwelt  with  me :  The  Officers  of  the 
Troop  were  very  kind,  they  would  have  had 
me  rid  in  the  Troop,  and  receive  conflant  Pay, 
yet  might  follow  my  own  Bufinefs  and  be 
Duty  free ;  for  they  would  procure  an  Order 
on  their  own  Account,  none  being  then  ad- 
mitted into  Troops  without  the  General's  Or- 
der ;  but  I  refufed,  and  would  not  accept  of 
their  kind  Offers ;  for  my  Inclinations  were 
after  Religion,  and  my  Confcience  began  to 
be  awakened  by  the  Lord's  Hand  of  Judg- 
ment mixed  with  Mercy,  which  preierved 
me, 

I  foon  fold  thofe  Goods  I  brought  over,  and 
forthwith  v/ent  for    'England  to    buy   more; 
then  coming   into  the   North  of  England  a- North  of 
mong  my  Relations,  at  which  Time  G^org-^  England. 
FoiQ  and  James  Najkr  were  in  that  Country,   •  •  J'  • 

James 


s  r^^  J  o  u  R  N  kh  of 

1653.  James  Naylor  having  a  Meeting   about  tbred 
xy^'^^C  Miles  from  where  I  was,  I  v/ent  to  it  with  my 
eldeft  Brother  Thomas  and  another  Kinfrpan^ 
having  an  earneft  Dclire  to  have  Converie  with 
fomeof  that  People,  retaining  a  Love  for,  and 
believing  well  of,  them  from  the  firft  hearing 
the  Report  of  them,  and  I  was  glad  of  this  Op- 
portunity, and  v/e  were  ail  three  convinced  of 
\V.  E.      the  Lord's    blefTed    Truth  5    for    God's    Wit- 
and  two    j^^fg  jj^  ^^^  Hearrs  anfvvered  to  the  Truth  of 

more  Ke-       .  ... 

laiions     what  was  fpoken,  and  the  Lord's  former  Deal- 
com in-    jpjg-s  wjth  me  came  frefh  into  my  Remem- 

ced  of  the  • 

Truth,  brance.  Then  I  knew  it  was  the  Lord's  Hand 
thac  had  been  driving  with  me  for  a  long 
Time.     This  was  in  the  Year  1653. 

Then  began  my  Underftanding  to  be  opened, 
and  many  Scriptures  were  brought  to  my  Re- 
membrance, which  I  had  often  read,  yet  un- 
derflood  them  not;  but  now  being  turned  to 
a  Meaiure  of  the  Lord's  Spirit  manifefted  in 
qiy  Heart,  which  often  had  reproved  me  for 
Evil  in  my  Ignorance,  I  knew  it  was  the 
Truth  which  led  into  all  Truth,  agreeable  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Law  and  Prophets, 
Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  and  I  thought  all  that 
heard  it  declared  mufl  needs  own  ic,  it  was  fo 
plaiii  to  me.  A  few  Days  after  I  was  thus  far 
convinced  of  the  blefed  Truth,  the  Lord's 
Power  feized  upon  me  through  his  Spirit, 
whereby  I  was  brought  under  great  Exercifes 
of  Mind  and  Spirit  j  yea,  all  my  Parts  came 
under  this  Exercife,  for  the  Lord's  Hand  wa« 

mighty 
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mighty  upon  me,  in  Judgments  mixed  with  if 
Mercies;  fo  that  my  former  Ways  were  hedged  ^-^^ 
up  :  But  I  loved  the  Lord's  Judgments,  for  I 
knew  I  had  finned  againft  him,  and  mud  be 
purged  through  Judgment.  And  tbo'  under 
this  Exercife  of  Confcience  towards  God  yet 
I  did  my  Bufinefs  in  England,  and  (hipped  my 
Goods  to  be  landed  at  Carrickfergus  or  Belfajh 


SECT.    IT. 

"Reciting  feijeral  difficult  Exercifes  he  'went 
through,  both  Inwardly  and  Outwardly,  be^ 
tisoixt  his  Convincement  and  the  Setting  up 
of  a  publick  Meeting  at  Lurgan* 

WHILST  I  was  at  Sea,  Self  reafoned seif-rea- 
ftrongly  to  fave  the  Duty  of  my  Goods,  Zoning 
for  I  had  an  Opportunity  to  do  it,  the  Troop  ^"^^  "^"^ 
my  Brother  belonged  to  quartering  at  Carrick- 
Jergus  and  Belfafl,  who  would  have  helped  me 
Night  or  Day,  but  I  durft  not  do  it,  my  Con- 
fcience being  awakened  to   plead  for  Truth, 
Juftice  and  Equity;  yet  there  was  a  great  Con- 
tefl:  betwixt  Confcience  and  Self,  and  in   this 
Confiid:  many  Scriptures   were  opened  in  my 
Underftanding,  that    Duties  and  Cuflojns  ought  r.wxXe^?^ 
to  be  paid ',2inA  tho' Self  ftrueskd  hard  for  Maf-^'"-^"'''^ 
tery,  yet  at  lalt  was  overthrown,  and  the  Juag-b-paid. 
nient  of  Truth  prevailed. 

C  I 


lO 


The   JOURNAL    of 


1653.       I  landed  at  Carrickfergus,  there  a  Trooper 
^/"V?^  readily   lent  me  his  Horfe,  and   I  rode   that 
fergus.      Evening  Home  to   A?itrim^  where   my  Wife 
Antrim,    lived  j  when  I  came  to  the  Door,  my  Brother 
came  forth  to  falute  me  with  his  ufual  Com- 
pliments ;  but  the  Lord's  Power  feized  upon 
me  at   that  Inftant,  he  was   ftruck  amazed, 
went   in   and   fat  down  filent.     I  was  much 
broken  in  the  Power  of  the  Lord  before  them, 
and  my  Brother  made  no  Oppofition,  but  re- 
ceived the  Truth  and  joined  with  it. 


Canick 
fer'j;iis. 


I  returned  to  Cnrrickfergus  to  bring  my 
Goods  afhore,  but  the  Officers  required  an 
Oath  to  the  Truth  of  my  Bills  of  Parcels,  and, 
not  fullering  them  to  come  ailiore  without  it, 
would  have  feized  upon  my  Goods.  I  told 
them,  /  could  not  fwear,  it  was  contrary  to 
Chrifi's  Command^  which  feemed  a  llrange 
Thing  to  them,  having  not  met  with  the  like 
before;  but  the  Lord's  Truth  and  Teftimony 
was  precious  to  me,  and  after  fome  Time,  with 
much  Difficulty,  I  got  an  Order  to  bring  my 
Goods  to  the  Cuftom-houfe :  My  Deportment 
to  the  Officers  and  others  herein  was  a  Won- 
Rumours  der  to  them,  and  can  fed  much  Difcourfe,  and 
fpreadof  yarious  Rumours  to  be  fpread  of  the  Quakers. 

kers. 


i<^  ^'^'  and  of  me  in  particular. 


After  I  came  Home  with  my  Goods,  the 
Lord's  Hand  was  heavy  upon  me  Day  and 
Night,  fo  that  I  travailed  under  a  great  War 
and  Conflict  betwixt  Fiefh  and  Spirit,  and  was 

much 


f 

William    Edmundson.  'H 

much  caft  down  with  Sorrow  and  Trouble  of  1655. 
Mind  ;  but  none  there  underftood  the  Caufe  of  ^-^'^^'^ 
my  Sorrow  and  Trouble,  or   gave  a  Word  of 
Comfort  to  eafe  me  ;  1  would  have   gone  far 
for  the  Company  of  an  experienced  Friend. 
My  Sleep  departed  from  me,  and  many  Times 
in  the  Night  in  great  Trouble  of  Mind,  crying 
and  weeping  I  wifhed  for  Day,  and  when  Day 
came,  my  Sorrows  remaining,  I  wifhed  again 
for  Night.     In  this  reftlefs  State  T   had  none 
that  liad  trod  this  Path  to  converfe  with  j  fo 
that  the  Rumour   of  my  Condition  fpread  a- 
broad  among  the  Profeflbrs;     many    would 
come   to  gaze  on  me,    jangle    and  contend 
againft  Truth,  and   fome  would  fay,    I  was. 
bewitched',    others,  I  was  going  mad.     So  Talk 
and   Rumour    concerning  me  fpread   a  great 
Way  among  People. 

About  this  Time  one  Miles  BousfieJd  cameMiic^ 
from    En<ila72d  to  Ireland,    at    whofe   HoufeJ?^^'"*^^'^ 
George  Fox  had  been  ;  he  had   been  in  fome  laud. 
Degree  convinced  of  the  Truth,  and  came  a- 
way  upon  it ;  he  was  a  great  Talker  of  Reli- 
gion, but  an  Enemy  and  a  Stranger   to  the 
Crofs  of  Chrift,  who  hearing  of  me,  and  of 
the  Exercife  I  was  in,  came  to  fee  me  ;  I  was 
not  at  Home  when  he  camj,  but  he  talked  to 
my  Wife,  and  fpoke  well  of  the  ^takers  and 
their  Principles,  feeming  to  be  mighty  glad, 
that  he  had  found  fuch  a  Companion  as  I  was 
in  this  Nation,  and  the  Comfort  we  fliould 
have  of  one  another. 

C  2  When 


,2  ^ke    JOURNAL    of 

1653.  When  I  came  Home,  my  Wife  told  me  of  his 
^-''S~  having  been  there,  and  the  Difcourfe  he  had 
with  her,  which  I  was  glad  to  hear  of,  and  foon 
took  my  Hoife  and  rode  twelve  Miles  to  fee 
hun,  and  flaid  with  him  all  Night ;  he  talked 
/abundance  of  Religion,  and  of  the  inward 
Work  of  God  in  Man  by  his  Spirit,  and  fpoke 
well  of  George  Fox  and  J  antes  Naylor^  .and  of 
the;r  Dodtrine,  which  I  liked  well;  but  faid. 
He  knew  thofe  Things  before  he  jaw  or  heard 
them  ',  and  fpoke  much  of  his  Knowledge  of 
God  and  Chrill:.  I  fat  in  Silence  with  Atten- 
tion to  hear  him  j  for  I  was  call:  down,  poor  and 
low  in  my  Spirit,  yet  glad  that  I  had  met  with 
fuch  a  knowing  Man  in  the  Things  of  God, 
J..,  and  his  Work  in  Man  by  his  Spirit,  to  advife 
p.oustield's  me  in  my  great  Troubles  of  a  wounded  Spirit ; 
Advice,  So  he  advifed  me  to  be  cheerful  and  merry ^ 
and  not  to  look  at  thofe  inward  Troubles^  that 
bowed  me  down  j  which  was  the  Enemy  s  Work 
to  lead  me  into  Dejpair,  and  deflroy  me»  by 
Jwallowing  me  up  in  much  Trouble ;  and  as  it 
was  plainly  manifefiy  that  God  had  a  Love  for 
me,  to  make  me  a  cho(en  Vejjel  of  Mercy^  he 
would  love  me  to  the  End;  a?2d  Nothi?ig  in  me 
fo^^ld  hinder  his  Love,  orjrujlrate  his  Will, 

This  Doctrine  healed  me  without  the  Crofs 
of  Chrift,  or  Self- Denial;  which  anl'wered  my 
Will  and  carnal  Dcfires;  for  I  loved  the  Truth 
which  I  was  convinced  of,  and  would  have 
had  it,    together  with  my  Carnalities,  flefhly 

Liberties, 
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Liberties,  worldly  Pleafures  and  Profits;  fo  1653. 
when  the  Lord's  Power  would  rife  to  bow  me  ^^V^^. 
down  under  his  Crofs,  I  would  reafon  againft 
it  with  thole  Arguments  aforementioned,  and 
thereby  would  get  from  under  Judgment :  But 
this  Eafe  and  flight  Healing  lafted  only  about 
a  Week :  For  the  Lord  would  not  leave  me 
fo,  praifed  be  his  Name  for  ever,  whofe  mer- 
ciful Hand  preferved  me,  and  Power  took  frefli 
Hold  of  my  Heart  and  inward  Parts,  which 
bowed  me  under  his  Judgments,  and  opened 
the  Eye  of  my  Underftanding,  plainly  fheW- 
ing  me,  there  was  that  alive  in  me  that  muft 
be  crucified,  which  oppofed  the  Will  of  God. 

Then  I  faw  where  Bousfield  'W2i%f  and  all  of  Major 
^his  Spirit,  and  the  Wounds  of  my  reftlefs  Spi-  i^piisiield's 
rit  were  opened  wider  than  before,  and  Major  J^re 
Bousfield's>  flight  Cure  was  all  marred,  and  the  marred, 
falfe  KtH  he  let  me  in  taken  away,  I  having  none 
now   to   truft  to,  but  the  Lord  for  Counfel 
and  Information,  whofe  Care  was  greatly  ma-r 
nifefted  for  my  Prefervation,  Redemption  and 
Information,  through  many  Temptations   and 
deep  Afflidions  that  did  attend  me  many  Ways, 
with  many  Oppofers  and  Contenders.     I  was 
weak,  but  the  Lord's  Strength  was  perfed  in 
Weaknefs,  and  his  Spirit  and  Power  increafed 
In  me  thro*  Obedience  to  the  Crofs  of  Chrifl, 
wherein  I   was  daily  exercifed,    and   thereby 
grew  into  Acquaintance  with  the  Lord's  Work, 
to  make  me  a  Veficl  for  his  Purpofe, 

In 
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1654.       In  the  Spring  following,  I  removed  with  my 

^^^'y'^  Family  from   Antrim,  to  live  in  the  County 

moveth^ '  ^^  Armagh,  there  took  a  Houfe  and  Grazing 

into  the     for  my  Cattle,  and  kept  a  Shop  of  fome  Mer- 

^J'^'^^^^^"^  chant-goods,  where  I  became   the  Talk  and 

Gazing-ftock  of,  and  to  the  People  ;  Profeflbrs 

watched  me  narrowly  to  get  Occation  againft 

me,  and  the  Principles  of  Truth  I  profefTed, 

but  the  Lord  ftrengthened  me  in   my  Watch 

over  my  Words  and  Deeds,  (o  cut  off  Occa- 

fion  from  them  that  fought  Occalion  againft 

the  Truth  and  me. 

Plain  In  thofe  Days  to  ufe   the  true,  plain  and 

lc!''offen-  proper  Speech,  as  Thee  and  Thou  to   a  fingle 
five  to      Perfon,  and  keeping  on  the  Hat,  were  ftrange 
People.     Things  to  People,  and  few  could  fuffer  them 
to  be  ufed  on  Occalion  ;  but  would  refledt  in 
abulive  Words,  and  fometimes  ufe  Blows,  or 
throv/  Stones^    The  Keeping  to  one  Price  in 
felling   Goods,  and  to  the  firfh  Afking   with- 
PiainLan-  out  Abatement,  was  a  great  Stumbling-block 
guage  and  (q  moft  Sorts  of  People,  and  made  them  fland 
i?ry  of-    at  a  Diftancefrom  buying  for  fome  Time,  until 
feniive.     they  faw  further  into  the  Juftice  of  the  Man- 
ner thereof.   All  Things  were  rough  and  rugged 
in  the  World,  and  the   Crofs   of  Chrift  was 
Fooliflmefs,  and  a  Stumbling-block  to  them. 

My  Exercifes  and  Trials  both  within  and 
without  were  many,  and  of  divers  Sorts,  be- 
yond what  I  can  exprefs.  The  Lord's  Judg- 
ments clave  clofe  to  me  j  I  was  made  to  love 

them. 
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them,  and  willing  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  in    1654. 
the  Ways  thereof :  Sometimes  when  the  Lord's  v^V^. 
Hand  would  be  eafy   with  me,  I  would   be 
afraid   left    he    fhould    withdraw    his    Hand  j 
then  my  Defires  were  to  the  Lord  not  to  flacken 
his  Hand,   but- to   fearch  me  thoroughly ;  for 
his   Judgments    were    become   fweet   to    my 
Tafte,  which   he   many  Times   mixed   with 
Springs  of  Mercy,  to  my  Joy  and  Comfort  j  Worldly 
and  Bufinefs  in  the  Affairs  of  the  World  be-  ^f^^^^,^ 
came  a   Trouble  to   me,  though  there  were  to  W.  E, 
Prefentations  and  Opportunities  to  get  Riches, 
either   by   Trading,    taking   Land   by  Leafe, 
Mortgage  or  Purchafe,  which  I  was  able  to 
have  done. 

My  Brother  being  convinced  of  the  Truth,  Meetmg 
as  before,  my  Wife,  he   and  I   met  together  ^*^^  "P  ^^ 
twice  a  Week  at  my  Houfe ;  in  a  while  after    "^^^* 
four  more  were  convinced,  and  then  we  were 
feven  that  met  together  to  wait  upon  God,  and 
to  worfhip  him   in   Spirit  and  Truth.     The 
Lord's  Mercy  and  Goodnefs  were  often  ex- 
tended to  us  to  our  Comfort,  and  Confirmation 
in  the  Appearance  of  his  bleffed  Truth  received 
in  our  Hearts. 


SECT. 
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0/  his  fir li  Tuhlick  Miniflry,  hisVifa  to  G.  FoX 
in  England,  the  Settling  of  a  Meeting  in 
Dublin,  his  Imprijonment  at  Armagh,  and 
Difpute  with  a  Friejl  and  a  *JuJlice  of  the 
Count)\  Sec, 

j^tr,  OOME  Time  after   this,  John  Tijin  was 
v/^^^  C5  moved  of  the  Lord  to  come   into  Ireland 
JohnTif-  jjj  Truth's  Service;  he   came  to  my  Houfe, 
into  Ire-  abodc  a  while,  and   fat  with  us  in  our  Meet- 
land,        ing,  fometimes  fpeaking  a  few  Words,  which 
were  edifying  :  then  began  a  Concern  to  come 
upon  me  to  travel  with  him   to  feme  Places, 
tho'  he  had  but  few  Words,  yet  very  fervice- 
able.    Our  Going  abroad  to  Fairs  and  Places  of 
Concourfe  of  People  put  many  to  enquire  into 
the   fakers  %  Principles    and   Religion  j  and 
fometimes  we  had  Difcourfes  with  ProfefTors, 
but  People*  in  general  were  very  fhy  and  fear- 
ful of  us,  left  they  (hould  be  deceived ;  for  the 
Priefts   perfwaded  the  People   againft   us,  by 
telling  them  Stories  and  Lies,  which  the  Priefts 
in  England  had  forged  and   fent  abroad,  too 
many  to  mention    here,  neither  is  it  needful, 
being  printed  in  feveral  Books  with  Friends 
Anfwers  to  them. 

At 
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At  this  Time  but  few  would  lodge  us  in  16 ^^» 
their  Houfes :  At  Belfa/i^  that  Town  of  great  "^^^^C^ 
Profeffion,  there  was  but  one  of  all  the  Inns 
and  Publick  Houfes  that  would  lodge  any  of 
our  Friends,  which  was  one  Widow  Partridge 
who  kept  a  Publick  Houfe,  and  received  us 
very  kindly;  there  John  Tiffin  lodged,  often 
endeavouring  to  get  an  Entrance  for  Truth  ia 
that  Town,  but  they  refifted,  (hutting  their 
Ears,  Doors  and  Hearts  againfl  it. 

Near  this  Town  there   dwelt  one 


Laythes,  who  promifed  to  let  ug  meet  in  his 
Houfe,  and  the  Day  was  appointed  ;  accord- 
ingly we  came  there,  that  is,  John  Tiffin,  my 
Brother  and  I,  but  when  we  came,  the  Man 
was  gone  from  Home,  as  they  faid ;  we  fup- 
pofed  on  purpofe,  that  we. might  not  meet  at 
his  Houfe :  His  Wife  was  a  proud  Woman, 
and  would  not  fuffer  us  to  meet  there.  So 
there  were  a  little  from  that  Houfe  in  the 
great  Road,  three  Lanes's  Ends  that  met,  ^  Meet* 
there  we  three  fat  down  and  kept  our  Meet-  ing  at 
ing.  People  came  about  us,  we  were  a  Won-  Lanes's 
der  to  them,  and  fomething  was  fpo^en  to  di-  Ends. 
red:  their  Minds  to  God's  Spirit  in  their  own 
Hearts.  Thefe  Exercifes,  though  in  much 
Weaknefs  and  Fear,  fpread  the  Name  and 
Fame  of  Truth,  and  the  Minds  of  many 
honeft  People  began  to  enquire  after  it  ;  and 
to  fee  the  Reports  vvhich  the  Prief^s  had  told 
them  of  us,  were  falfe,  which  made  them 
more  defirous  to  hear  us,  and  fome  were  added 

D  to 
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1655.  to  our  Meeting  at  Lurgan,  then  kept  at  my 
^■'^''^r^  Houfe. 


W.  E's         Soon   after   Jolm  Tiffin  went   for  England^ 

firft  Mini-  -  -       - 

ftry. 


but  our  Meeting  encreafed,  and  fometimes  the 
Lord's  Power  and  Spirit  would  move  in  me, 
to  fpeak  (ome  few  Words  in  Meetings ;  which 
I  did  in  Fear,  being  under  a  great  Concern, 
left  a  wrong  Spirit  fliouid  get  Entrance,  and 
deceive  me  in  the  Likenefs  of  an  Angel  of 
Light;  for  I  was  fenlible  of  my  own  Weak- 
nefs.  Now  feveral  gathered  to  our  Meeting, 
and  were  convinced  and  received  the  Truth ; 
So  we  got  Meetings  in  feveral  Places,  there 
being  a  great  Opennefs  among  People. 

Vlfit  to         About  this  Time  I  had  fome  Drawings  on 
G.  F-,  at    my  Spirit,  to  go  for  England  and  to  fee  George 
Badgieyiii  -p^^    vi'hom  I  had  not  vet  feen.     So  I  went 
lllire.       over,  and  met  with  him  at  Badgley  in  Leice/l- 
erfhire^  where  there  was  a  great  Meeting  of 
Friends  from  feveral  Places.     When  the  Meet- 
ing ended  I  went  to  George  Fox,  and  he  took 
Notice  of  me  ;  we  went  into  the  Orchard,  and 
kneeling  down   he  prayed:  The  Lord's  Hea- 
venly Power  and  Prefence  were  there;  he  was 
tender  over  me.     I  told  him  where  I  lived,  of 
feveral  being    convinced    in    Ireland,    of  the 
Opennefs   among    People,    in   the    North    of 
that  Nation,  to  hear  the  Truth  declared,  and 
of  the  Want  of  miniftring  Friends  in  the  Gof- 
pel  there :  Ke  wrote  the  following  Epiftle  to 
Friends,  which  he  fent  with  me ;  viz. 

Friends, 
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Friends,  ^^55* 

7iV  that  which  convinced  you,  waify  that  you  ^y\^^^ 
may  have  that  removed  you  are  convinced  cf, 
and  all  my  dear  Friends,  dwell  in  the  Life,  and 
Love,  and  Power  and  Wifdom  of  God,  in  Unity 
one  with  another  and  with  God;  and  the  Peace 
and  Wi/dom  of  God  f  11  all  your  Hearts,  that  No- 
thing may  rule  in  you  but  the  Life^  which  ft  and s 
in  the  Lord  God, 

G.  F. 

He  bid  me,  when  I  came  to  Ireland,  to  go 
to  Edward  Burrough  and  Francis  Howgill,  for  e.  Bur- 
they  were  come  into   the  South   of  that  King- rough  and 
dom  in  the  Service  of  Truth.     So,  when  I  had  ^ju^  °^^' 
been  at  Swart hrnore,  and  fome  other  Places  in 
E?2gland  to  viiit  Friends;  I  returned  to  Ireland, 
and   read  the  aforegoing  Epiftle  to  Friends  in 
the  Meeting;    there  the   Power  of  the  Lord 
feized  on  us,  whereby  we  were  mightily  {liaken 
and  broken   into  Tears  and  Weeping.     Now 
the  Priefts  and  Profellbrs  in   the  South  of  Ire- 
land,  were  io  envious  againft  Truth,  that  they 
got  an  Order  from  Henry  Cromwell y  then  Lord  jr_  j>^  ^^^ 
Deputy  of  Ireland,  to  banifh  Edward  Burrough  l'^  H.ba- 
and  Francis  HowM  out  of  the  Nation,  and  a  "^^^'^^""J 

"  '01  ireland, 

Guard  of  Soldiers  were  ordered  to  condud:  them 
from  Place  to  Place,  till  they  were  Shipped  oiT, 
but  the  Guards  were  loving  to  them,  and  fuf- 
fered  them  to  have  Meetings  where  they  came; 
fo  that  leveral  received  the  Truth,  and  fmall  Meetin- 
Meetings  were  fettled  in  divers  Places,  particu-  fenied  at 
iarly  one  in  Bitblin.  ^  ^"^'^ 

D  2.    '       .  A^boat 
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1655.       About  this  Time  Richard  Clayton  was  mo- 

i-^'  /  ved  of  the  Lord  to  come   for  2rela?2d,  in  the 

Cla}ton.   Sen/ice  of  the  Gofpel,  he  came   by  the  Lord's 

Diredions  flraight  to  my  Houfe,  as  he  himfelf 

told  me,  and   flaid  with    us  fome  Meetings; 

then  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  travel  to  Cole^ 

rain  and  Londonderry ;  I  alfo  was   moved  to 

go  with   him.     He  pubhfhed  the  Day  of  the 

Colerain.  Lord  in  Cokrain  in  the  Street,   warning  all  to 

repent  i  We  put  up  feveral  little  Papers,  which 

we  bad  written,  in   feveral  Places,  one  we  put 

on   the  Worfliip-houfe   Door  j  but   the   Pro- 

felTors  were  highly  offended,  took  and  banifhed 

us  over    the    Water,  giving    Charge   that   no 

Boat  fliould  bring  us  back.    So  we  travelled  the 

London-  Road  towards  Londonderry^  lodging  that  Night 

tierry.      in  a  Cabin  in    the  Mountains ;  the   next  Day 

we  came  to  Londonderry ^  we  travelled  on  Foot, 

and  got  two  Meetings  there,  where  feveral  re-» 

f  eived   the  Truth  ;  The  Governor  was  at   one 

iVicctir.g,  where   he  was  convinced,  confeffing 

it   to   be  Truth  that  we  declared,  and   whilft 

we  ftaid  he  was  very  loving. 

Ftrab  n»  Th^n  we  travelled  to  Strabane^  Clougher^ 
Ciougher,  0:>nagb^  and  fix  Miles  crofs  to  Dungannon^  fo 
<^^-^g^,  xx)  Kiimore  in  the  County  o{  Armagh-,  feveral 
^.uigan  j_^^j^^^  tender-hearted  People  lived  thereabouts, 
Kiinvore.  y^\^o  bad  a  Defire  to  hear  Friends.  We  came 
Ivi;?r^erv  ^°  ^  Widow  Woman's  Houfe,  one  Margery 
ix^xSo^,  yitkirifon^  a  tender  honeft  Woman,  whofe 
iloufe  1  had  been  at  before:  She  was  convin- 
ced  tf    the  Truth  and  received  us  lovingly. 

So 
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So  we  had  a  Meeting  there;  the  tender  People  1655. 
thereabouts  generally  came  to  Meeting,  moft  ^-''V^ 
of  them  received  the  Truth  in  the  Love  of  it 
in  much  Tendernefs;  for  they  were  waiting  for 
it.     We  fettled  a  Meeting  there,  which  be- 
came large. 

Now   Richard  Clayton  went  for   England^  Riciiard 
and  about  this  Time  there  were  two  Women  ^1^^^°'] 
Friends    from  hondon^    Aiine  Gould  and  yu-  himt 
Han  Waftwood^  who  came  to  Dublin^  and  tra-  Gouidand 
veiled  to  Londonderry,  having  fome  Drawings  \vartwood 
to  that  Place;  after  fome  Service  done  for  the  came  to 
Lord    there,    they  travelled   to   Colerain,    fo^°^^^^"^« 
through  the  Scotch  Country  to  a  Place  called 
Cloiighy  all  on  Foot  in  Winter  Time,  wading  Clough. 
Rivers  and  dirty  miry  Ways:  So  that  Anne 
Gould,    being  a   tender  Woman,    was  much 
fpent,  and  ftaid  at    Clough ;  the  Enemy  per- 
fuading  her,  ^at  God  had  forjaken  her,  and 
that  fie  was  there  to  be  defiroyed:  So  that  Ihe 
fell   into   Defpair ; .  but  I   knew   nothing   of 
them. 

At  this  Time  my  Brother  and  I  were  at  a 
Fair  in  Antrim,  being  late  there,  we  propofed 
to  lodge  that  Night  at  Glenavy,  fix  Miles  on 
our  Way  homeward,  Before  we  got  to  Gle-  Glenavy. 
navy  I  was  under  a  great  Exercife  of  Spirit, 
and  the  Word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  ^at 
my  Slop  was  inDa?iger  to  be  robbed  that  Nighty 
I  told  my  Brother  of  it ;  fo  we  concluded  to 
travel  Home,  and  went^about  a  Mile   beyond 

Glenavy  j 
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1655.  Glenavy;  but  my  Spirit  was  ftill  under  a  great 
<^^^^/^^  Exercife,  the  Word  of  the  Lord  moving  me  to 
Clough,  turnback  towards  C lough -j  whereupon  I  was 
brought  under  a  great  Exercife  betwixt  thefs 
two  Motions,  'To  travel  back^  and  my  Service 
unknowjt',  and  7ny  Shop  on  the  other  hand  in 
JD anger  to  be  robbed,  which  brought  me  into  a 
great  Strait,  for  Fear  of  a  wrong  Spirit.  I 
cried  to  the  Lord  in  much  Tcndernefs  of 
Heart  and  Spirit,  and  his  Word  anfwered  me, 
That  which  drew  me  back  ftdould  preferve  my 
G>navy.  ^^^p  5  ^o  ^ve  went  back  to  Glenavy,  and  lodged 
there,  that  Night  I  flept  little,  becaufe  of  many 
Doubts  about  the  Concern :  On  the  other 
hand  I  durft  not  difobey,  for  I  knew  the  Ter- 
rors of  God  for  Difobedience. 

The  next  Morning  my  Brother  went  Home, 
Antrim.    ^"^  ^  ^°^^  ^^^^  ^^  Antrim,  that  Day  towards 
Clough.    Evening  I  came  to  Cloiigh,   and  took  up   my 
Lodging  at  an  Inn,  the  Country  being  generally 
Scotch  People  and  Frepyterians :  When  I  came 
;vnne       ^"^^  ^^  Houfe  I  found  Anne  Gould  in  Defpair, 
Gould  re-  and  fuUan  IVajiwood  with  her,  but  when  they 
knew  who   I  was,  and  heard   my  Name,  for 
they  had  heard  of  me  before,  the  poor  difcon- 
folate  Woman   revived  for  Joy   and  Gladnefs, 
and  got  up,  for  {he  was  in  Bed  overwhelmed 
under  Trouble  of  Mind.     I  faw  then  my  Ser- 
vice   of  coming   there  was   for  her  Sake :  So 
when  we  came  to  difcourfe  of  Matters,  I  told 
them,    How   I  was  brought  there  by  the  good 
Jland  of  God,  led  as   an  Morfe  by  the  Bridle, 


covered. 
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to  the  Place  where  they  njoere  \  they  therefore    1655. 
greatly    rejoiced  and   praifed  God,  the  tender  t>^V>J 
Woman  was  helped  over  her  Trouble,  and  fhe 
faw  it  was  a   Trial  of  great  Temptations  fhe 
had  Iain  under. 

They  had   a  Mind  to  go  to  Carrickfergus^ 
fo  to  my  Houfe,  and  to  Dublin  to  take  Ship-     " 
ping  for  England'.,  but  neither  of  them  would 
undertake  to  ride  fingle,    therefore  I  was  forced 
the  next  Day  to  carry  them    behind  me,  firft 
one  and   then  the   other ;   when  we  came  in 
very  foul  Way,  I  fet  them  both  on  Horfeback, 
and  waded  myfelf  through   Dirt  and  Mire  in 
my  Boots,  holding  them  both  on   Horfeback 
with   my   Hands ;    we  came  to    Conyers  that 
Night  and   lodged   there,  the  next  Day  I  got 
them    to    Carrickfergus^    there    leaving  them,  carrkk- 
rode  Home   and  fent    my  Brother   and   two  fergus. 
Horfes,  to  bring  them  to  my  Houfe. 

When  I  came  Home,  I  enquired  about  my 
Shop,  whether  it  had  been  in  Danger  of  Rob- 
bing? They  told   me,  ne  Night  I  was  under 
that  Exercife  about  it,  the  Shop-Window    was 
broken   downy    and  fell  with  fuch   Violence  on 
the  Counter^  that  it  awakened  our  People,  and 
the  'Thieves  were  affrighted  and  ran  away.     So 
I  was  confirmed  it  was   the  Word  of  the  Lord 
that  faid.    That  which  drew  me  back  fiould  pre- 
Jerve  my  Shop,  and  I  wasgreatly  ftrengthened  in 
the  Word  of  Life,  to  obey  the  Lord  in  what 
he  required  of  me  j  for  I  was  much  afraid  left 

at 
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^6^5'.  at  any  Time  my  Underftanding  fhould  be  be- 
i>S^^  trayed  by  a  wrong  Spirit,  not  fearing  the  Lofs 
of  Goods  nor  Sufferings  for  Truth,  its  Tefti- 
mony  being  more  to  me  than  ail  other  Things. 
Anne  When  thele  two  Women  had  flaid  fome  Time 
^d  T^r  ^^  ^y  Houfe,  and  vifited  Friends,  my  Brother 
Waitwood  fet  them  on  Horfeback  to  Dublin,  fo  they  went 
returned,  for  England. 

f  At  this  Time  I  travelled  in  Truth's  Service, 

for  the  Lord  had  given  me  a  Teftimony  for 
his  Truth  in  Meetings  and  Publick  Places, 
fometimes  at  Worfhip-houfes,  where  I  met 
with  rough  Ufage,  but  Truth  gained  Ground, 
many  received  it  and  came  to  Meetings,  we 
having  Meetings  in  feveral  Places,  and  in  fome 
Places  got  Meetings  fettled  for  the  Worship  of 
W.B.  im-  God.  About  this  Time  I  was  put  in  Prifon  at 
pnfoned  jimmgh  for  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  before 
magh,  the  common  Goal  was  repaired,  fo  I  was  Pri- 
foner  in  a  little  Room  in  the  Goaler's  Houfe ; 
though  I  was  weak  and  contemptible  in  my 
own  Eyes,  yet  the  Lord  was  with  me,  his 
Power  and  Dread  was  my  Strength  and  Re- 
fuge ;  I  was  a  Terror  to  the  Goaler  and  his 
Wife,  for  if  I  had  come  out  of  my  Room 
where  the  Goaler  was,  he  would  have  hung 
down  his  Head,  not  looking  me  in  the  Face: 
His  Wife  would  fometimes  be  tormented  and 
cry  out,  for  my  Prefence  was  a  Torment  to 
her,  though  I  faid  nothing. 

At 
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At  this  Time   there  came   a    Prepyierian    1655. 
Minifter    out  of  Scotland^  pretending  to  vifit  v-^Sr^^-', 
the  Churches,  there  was  in  his  Company  one 
Colonel  Kerr-y  this  Prieft  came  to  the  Coaler's  CoL  Kerr; 
Houfe  to  lodge,  for  he    kept  a  Publick-houfe. 
'Twas  on  a    feventh   Day  of   the   Week   he 
came  ;  I  was  then  fallen  fick,  and  in  Bed,  that 
Prieft  lodged  in  the  next  Room,  fo  that  I  could 
hear  what  they  faid.     Towards  Evening  many 
Prelhyterians  came  to  vifit  their  Minifter,  and 
he  read  a  Chapter  and  expounded  it  to   them, 
fung  a  Pfalm,  and  prayed  i    after  which  they 
left  him  that  Night. 

The  next  Morning  early,  being  the  firft 
Day  of  the  Week,  Col.  Kerr  came  into  the  Cot. 
Prieft's  Room,  and  afked  him,  What  ^as  the  ^-J''^'^'^' 
Meaning  of  the  Apofile  John'j  jpeaking  fo  much 
of  abiding  in  Chri/i?  And  further  afked,  How 
we  mufl  abide  in  Chrifi  F  But  the  Prieft  did  not 
anfwer  him,  therefore  he  was  under  Trouble 
and  Diiratisfadtion.  At  this  the  Lord  moved 
me  to  rife,  put  on  my  Cloaths,  and  fpeak  to 
the  Prieft  as  he  went  to  his  Worftiip,  for  they 
pafled  by  the  Door  of  my  Room.  So  I  arofe 
and  put  on  my  Cloaths,  the  Lord's  Power 
ftrengthening  me:  Many  of  the  chief  of  the 
Prefbyterians  came  to  accompany  the  Prieft  to 
their  Place  of  Worftiip.  I  ftood  in  my  Room 
Door,  and  as  he  went  by  I  afked  him,  If  he 
were  a  Minifler  of  Chrifi^  He  anfwered,  Tesi 
Then  I  afked,  Wloat  was  the  Reafon  he  did  not 
underfland  the  DoBrine  of  the  former  Minifler  s 

E  of 
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1655.  ofChri/if  But   he  was  fmitten,   and  makmg 
^-^'''V"^  me  no  Anfwer  got  away. 

So  I  laid     down  again,    being    fick ;     the 
next  Morning  early  Col.  Kerr  came^to  my 
Bed-fide,  faying,  He  heard  I  was  in  Refirainf 
for   my   Coiijcience,  adding,  Jje   was  a  Man  of 
tender  Conjcience,  andjympathized  with  my  Suf- 
ferings, therefore  came  to  fee  me^  defiring  to  have 
fome  Difcourfe  with  me  j  but  he  heard  1  was  not 
well ;  yet  ij  I  would  arije  he  ofcred  to  help  fne 
en  with  my  Cloaths.     I  told  him,  I  would  arife 
and  put  on  my  Cloaths,  for  I  felt  the  Lord's 
Power  ftrengthening  me. 

W.  E.  dif-  So  he  went  out  of  the  Room  j  and  this  was 
gites  With  |3y(  ^j^  Apology  to  get  an  Opportunity  for  the 
Prieft  and  feveral  of  their  Elders  and  Difpu- 
tants  to  run  me  down,  and  to  glory  over  Truth 
and  Friends.  I  got  up  and  dreffed  myfeif, 
prefently  the  Priell,  Col.  Kerr,  Col.  Cujining- 
ham  and  a  great  many  of  their  leading  Men 
came  into  the  Koufe,  more  than  the  Room 
would  hold,  I  was  greatly  afraid  of  my  own 
Weaknefs  for  Truth's  Sake  ;  therefore  I  pra^'ed 
to  the  Lord  in  feciet  for  his  Aid  and  Affift- 
ancc,  and  he  was  pleafed  to  fill  me  with  his 
Spirit,  being  Mouth  and  Wifdom  to  me ;  (o 
that  the  Lord's  Power,  and  the  Teftimony  of 
his  blefTed  Truth  was  over  them ;  the  Prieft 
was  confounded  in  himfelf,  and  being  reftle^, 
went  out  and  came  in  feveral  Times.  When 
the   Prlefl   had  done,  then  Col.    Cunningham 

began 
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began  with  me  ;  he  was  a  Jaftice  of  the  Peace  1655* 
and  a  great  Difputant.  We  difcoiirfed  of  (e-  .*^V>J 
veral  Things,  too  tedious  to  mention  the  Par- 
ticulars ;  but  the  Lord's  Power  foiled  him,  his 
Mouth  was  flopped  and  he  fat  filent :  Then 
was  my  Heart  and  Tongue  full  of  the  Word  of 
Life,  to  declare  the  Way  of  Truth  to  them, 
and  they  went  away  quiet  j  the  Lord's  Power 
and  Tedimony  were  over  them,  everlafling 
Praifes  to  his  great  Name. 

In  this  Morning's  Work  the  Lord  healed 
me  of  my  linefs ;  afterv/ards  I  was  brought 
before  the  Juftices  of  the  County  at  the  Sef«. 
lions,  where  Juftice  Ciinningkam  before- men- Jufltce 
tioned  was  Chairman;  he  had  a  nimble !:"'^"'"2- 
Tongue,  but  left  the  Matter  for  which  I  fuf- 
fered,  and  would  difpute  about  Religion, 
which  1  would  have  avoided,  being  unwilling 
to  enter  thereinto,  knowing  my  own  Inabilities 
without  the  AfUllance  of  the  Lord's  Spirit  and 
Power,  but  he  urged  the  Difcourfe  j  fo  we 
went  clofe  to  it,  and  he  was  fo  pinched  with 
his  own  Argument,  that  he  perceived  the 
Court  took  Notice  of  it,  wherefore  he  grew 
angry,  threatening  me  with  his  Authority ; 
but  one  Juflice  P(5iv'<?/,  a  fober  Man  upon  thejaftjce 
Bench  with  him,  ftood  up  and  told  him,  H>^°'^^** 
(lid  720  f  do  fai}'Iy  with  me ;  for^  fa  id  he,  If  you 
ivill  difpute  of  Religion,  you  mufi  come  on  equal 
^erms,  and  lay  afide  your  Authority  of  a  yullice^ 
(ind  give  Liberty  to  be  oppofed  as  ivell  as  oppofe. 
He  commended,  what  I  had  faid,  the  People 
E  2  feemed 
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16/^5.   feemed  to  be  fatisfied,  and  there  was  a   great 
^nHeI^  Appearance  of  the  Country  at   that  Seffions: 
gt Liberty  After  fome  more  Difcourfe,    they  fet  me  at 
Liberty,  for  they  were  afhamed  of  my  Com- 
mitment, 


SECT.     IV. 

Of  his  leaving  Shop-keeping  to  take  a  "Farm  in 
the  County  of  Cavan.  Friends  Sufferings  en- 
creafed.     He  was  put  in  the  Stocks  at  Beltur- 

%  bet.  His  Difcourfe  with  the  Governor,  &c, 
A  Baptift  Preacher  and  Capt.  Morris  both 
convinced^ 

N^  O  W  about  this  Time  it  came  weightily 
upon   me  to  leave  Shop-keeping,    and 
take  a  Farm,  to  be  an  Example  in  the  Tefti^ 
mony  againft  Tithes ;  for  as  yet  that  was  not 
broken    through,  few,  if  any,   flood  in    that 
Teftifnony   in   this  Nation,     There    was  one 
Col         Col.  Ktmpjlon,  who  was  convinced  of  Truth, 
Kcmpfton,  though  he  did  not  join  with  Friends;  he  had 
■  a  g  eat  Deal  of  Land  in  the  County  of  Cavan, 
and  other   Places,    and  was   deiirous   to  have 
Friends  live  on  his  Land,  prpmifing  he  would 
build,  a  Meeting- houfe,  and  do  great  Matters 
to  promote  Truth.     So  my  Brother  and  I  rode 
to   bis  Boufe   in  the  County   of  Cavan,  and 

•  treated 
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treated  with  him  about  taking  feveral  Parcels  of   1655. 
Land  for  ourlelves,  and  feveral  other  Families  ^-<V^ 
of  Friends  who  were  willing  to  live  near  us ; 
but  for  fome  Time  we  could   not  clofc  a  Bar- 
gain wiih  him,  for  he  was  a  hard  Man.     After 
a  while  the  Lord's  Power  filled  my    Heart; 
then  was  I  moved  in  the  Word  of  Life  to  tell 
him,  1  would  take  his  Land,  let  him  take  what 
he  would  for  it,  and  make  his  own  'Terms ;  at 
which    he   was  amazed :  So    paufmg  a    liule, 
defired  half  an  Hour  to  conlider ;  he  walked 
into  his  Orchard,  and  in  a  little  Time  returned 
to  us,  and  clofed  a   Bargain   with  us   for  the 
Land,  on  fuch  eafy  Rent   and  Terms  as   >ve 
could  not  have  brought  him  to  by  Arguments ; 
whereupon  feveral  Families  of  Friends  came 
with  us  and  fettled  on  his  Land.     We  kept  a 
Meeting  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  twice  in  the 
Week,  in  which   our  Hearts  were  tender  be- 
fore  the   Lord,  and,  in    his   Love,  near  and 
dear  one  to  another.     Now  Truth  was  much 
fpread,  and  Meetings  fettled  in  feveral  Places, 
•  many  being   convinced    and   brought    to    the 
Knowledge  of  God  were    added   to  Friends ; 
but  Sufferings  increafed  for  not  paying  Tithes,  Sufferings 
PrieOs's   Maintenance,  and  towards    repairing  Jq^ iSf*^ 
their  Worfhip-houfes,  for  not  obferving  their  paying 
Holy-days    fo   called,     and    fuch   like;    they  ^^^■^^^' 
titeced  us  in  taking  our  Goods,  and  imprifoned  ^^' 
fome  of  us. 

In  thofe  Days  the  World  and  the  Things  of 
it  were  not  near  our  Hearts,  but  the  Love  of 

God, 
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3655.  God,  his  Truth  and  Teflimcny  lived  in  our 
'<y-Sr^s_/  Hearts ;  we  were  glad  one  of  another's  Com- 
pany, though  fometimes  our  outward  Fare  was 
very  mean,  and  our  Lodging  on  Straw  ;  we 
did  not  mind  high  Things,  but  were  glad  one 
of  another's  Welfare  in  the  Lord,  and  his 
i  Love  dwelt  in  us. 

Now  I  was  often  abroad  in  Truth's  Service, 

vifiting   Friends,    and    getting    Meetings     in 

feveral    Places,    I  was   moved  to  travel   into 

Leinfler     Lew/ler  Province,    and    went   from   Place  to 

Province.,  pj^^^^  ^g  ^^^  L^^^.g  ^^^^  gpj^jj  guided  me.     I 

RofTen-  cam.e  to  RoJJenal lis,  and  there  met  with  two 
aiiis.  Families  come  out  of  Etj^land,  convinced  of 
'  the  Truth  :  From  thence  I  went  to  Nicholas 
Nicholas  ^tarkeys  near  Athlone^  and  had  a  Meeting  there 
Starkey.  on  a  firft  Day,  to  which  feveral  fober  People 
Ath  one.  ^^^^^  ^^^  tj;ie  Lord's  Power  and  Piefence  were 
with  us. 

Mullincrar      Frorfi    thence   I    went   to    Midlingar^    and 

lodged  there  one  Night,  where  was  a  Trooper 

that  was  convinced,  who  rode  with  me  feveral 

Miles  the  next  Day,  and  continued  coming  to 

At ■pinngh  Meetings.     I  came-that  Night  to  Vinaghy  but 

theyrcfafe  thg  Inu-keepers  in  the  Town  refufed  me  Lodfj;- 

Lod^ir^    ing,  for   that  they  knew  I  was  a  ^.aker.     It 

"- was  in  Winter-time  and  cold  Weather;  upon 

which  I  enquired   for  the  Conftable,  and  they 

fliewed  me  his  Houfe:  I  told  him  He  muft pro^ 

n)ide  me  a  Lodgings  fo?^  I  was  a  T^ravelkr^  and 

had  Money  to  ^-ay  for  what  1  fioidd  have,  and 

had 
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had  been   at   the   InnSt    where  they  refufed  me 
JLodging,     He   kept   an   Ale-houfe,    and   had  ^^yy^ 
alfo  refufed  me,  but  after  much  Difcourfe  with 
him,  he  told  me   I  mufi  be  content  with  fucb 
Lodging  as  he  had  for  me\  I  told  him   to  het 
me  have  a  Room  with  a  Fire  to  fit  by^  and  Hay 
for  my  Horfe^  and  I  would  be  content.     So  I 
alighted,  went  into  the  Houfe,  and  there  were 
Troopers  drinking,  who  foon  perceived  what 
I  was,  and  began  to  fcofF  and  to  aflc  me  many  Troopers 
Queftions,  which  I  anfwered  in  my  Freedom  j  \\?^V^and 
but  when  I  Thee'd  and  Thou'd  them  in  our  rcient  his 
Difcourfe,  they  were  very  angry,  and  one  of  i^^"'" 
them  fwore.  If  I  Thou'd  him  again,  he  would       °   °* 
cleave  my  Head-,  but  in   our  Difcourfe,  when 
it   came    in   its  Place  I   Thou'd    him   again, 
and  he  Parting  up  in  Anger  drew  his  Sword  ;  Onethere- 
but  one  of  his  Corporals  fitting  by  him  flopped  ^'p°"  ^^^"f 
him,    and   commanded   him   to   put   up  his 
Sword,    for  there   fhould   be  no  Cleaving  of 
Heads  there  j  and  caufed  the  Troopers  to  go 
to  their  Quarters,  but  he  flaid   with   me   dif- 
courflng  late  in  the  Night,  and  was  convinced, 
being   tender,  received  the  Truth,  and  came 
to  Meetings. 

About  this  Time  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Bel-  Eelturbet. 
turbet,  and  the  Lord's  Power  and  Prefence 
was  with  us  j  but  the  Provoll  of  the  Town 
were  an  envious  Man,  who  came  with  lome 
rude  People,  broke  up  our  Meeting  and  took 
us  to  Prifon,  both  Men  and  Women.  We 
were  ail  Night  in  a  very  cold  place,  the  Wo- 
men 
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men  were  mightily  pinched  with  Cold,  it  be- 
^-^*V^^  ing  Froft  and  Snow.     The   next  Morning  he 
fet  all  the  other  Friends  at  Liberty,  but  me  he 
The  Pro-  put  in  the  Stocks^'■in    the  Market-place,  and 
ij^oftput     People  gathered  about  me,    where  I  had  an 
to  the       Opportunity  to   preach    the  Truth  to   them, 
Stocks,     which    they  heard  with  Sobernefs,  were  ten- 
der and  refled:ed  much  upon  the  Provoft  for 
abulingus. 

Rokrt  War  dell  then,  being  but  a  Boy,  told 
the  Provoft  He  had  Jet  a  better  Man  than  himfelf 
in  the  Stocksy  and  there  was  a  Time  when  fuch 
as  he  durfi  not  have  meddled  with  me :  Where- 
He  pi't      fore  the  Provoft  took  him,  and  fet  him  in  the 
Wn^'ii    Stocks   by  me;  but  his  Father  foon  heard  of 
into  the     it,  and  threatened  the  Provoft  with  the  Law  ; 
Stocks,     for  he  was  then  Mafter  of  the  Store,  there  be- 
ing a  Garrifon  of  Soldiers  there,  fo  that  Robert 
Wardell  was  foon  taken  out  of  the  Stocks,  who 
being    convinced,    kept   to  Truth    and  with 
Friends,  afterwards  became  a  ferviceable  Man 
for  Truth,  and  a  Preacher  of  it. 

The  People  were  much  difiatisfied  with  the 

Provoft  ;  fo  he  fent  his  Officer  to  let  me  loofe, 

W.  E  re-  who  opened  the  Stocks,  and  bid  me  Take  out  my 

of  the  had  been  grofiy  abufed,  and  fnade  a  publick  Spec- 
Stocksun-^    y'^  ^    fl^^  people    as  thoufrh  I  had  done  fame 

Provoft  great  Ofence^  but  was  not  convicted  of  the 
came  who  Breach  of  any  Law ;  Jo  let  the  Provoji  come 
.put  '^''''''''''- jjijjjjiij and  take  me  out,  for  he  put  me  in.     The 

Provoft 
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Provoft  came  and  opened  the  Stocks,  bidding 
me  Take  out  my  Leg :  I  told  him,  No,  for  he 
had  made  me  a  SpeSfacle  to  the  People,  and  1 
knew  no  Law  that  1  had  broken ;  but  let  him 
take  out  7ny  Leg  that  put  it  in.  Upon  which 
he  opened  the  btocks  with  one  Hand,  and  took 
my  Leg  out  with  the  other.  His  Name  was 
Richard  JVeji. 

At  this  Time  0//wr  Cro;;;wf// had  put  forth  Oll^rer 
a  Declaration,   That  fuch  fiould  be  protedied  /^^  Cro!invell 
their  Religion,  as  owned  God  the  Creator  of  all  ^Xjct^w:!- 
ThingSy  and  Chrifi  J  ejus  the  Saviour  oj  Man,  ^'^^^^  ,'^^^^- 
and  the  Scriptures,  and   feveral  other  Things  iJ^'^/J^^^^ 
mentioned  therein.     So  the   Governor  of  that 
Garrifon,  with  the  Officers  and  chief  Men  in 
the   Town,  and  Abundance    of  People  with 
them,  that  filled   the  Court-Houfe,  would  try 
us  by  the  Declaration,  whether  we  and   our 
Religion  were  under  Oliver  s  Protedtion  or  not ; 
the  Provoft   was  there,  and  I  was  lent  for  in. By  which 
The  Clerk  of  the  Garrifon,  who  was  then   a  l^f^^^ 
Baptift,  but  afterwards  a  Friend,  read  the  De«     ' 
claration,  and  I  was  called  to  anfv/er  to  the  Vi^  ' 
ticulars.     I  anfwered   them   fo,  that   the    Go- 
vernor and  they  with   him    gave    their  Judg- 
ment,    that  We  were   under  FtoieSfion,    and 
our  Religion  was  to  be  protedied. 

Then  I  called  aloud,  that  They  would  hear 
Witnefs,  how  long  we  had  beeii  imprijoned  Hie- 
gaily,  and  that  I  fat  in  the  Market-place  in  the 
Stocks  wrongfully,  and  that  the  Law  provided 

F  R-rparatiqn 
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Reparation  in  jiich  Cafes,    Several  of  the  Chief 
^'^^/^^  of  them  offered  to   be  Evidence,  if  we  would 
take  the  Advantage  of   the  Law   againft:  the 
Provoft.    He  was  quite  dafhed  and  looked  very 
pale.     The  Governor  came  from  his  Seat,  and 
The  Go-   took  me  by  the  Hand,  faying,  He  was  jorry 
vernor     ihat  I  and  my  Friends  were  Jo  abufed ;  and  did 
the^  Abufe  ^H^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  Hand  in  it,     I  aiked  him, 
done  to    Who  he  was  ?  He  faid,  He  was  the  Governor  of 
Friends,    f^^t  Garrifon,     I  aiked  him.    Where  he   had 
been  thofe  two  Days^  that  he  did  not  appear  with 
his  Band  oj  Soldiers  to  appeafe  the  Uproar ;  Jor 
I  had  read  in  the  Scriptures ^  that  at  Jerufalem, 
*when  there  was  an  Uproar  on  the  like  Account j 
the  Governor  came  with  a  Band  of  Soldier Sy  and 
refcued  Paul  jrofn  them,  and  appeafed  the  Up- 
roar -,  a?jd  was  it  not  a  Shame  jor  him^  that  a 
Hes.thtnJIjould  outdo  him  who  prof  ejjed  to  be  a 
Chriftian  ?    He  was  a  Baptifi,  and  fo  were  fe- 
veral  who  were  in  Authority  thereabouts.     My 
Spirit  was  born  up  in  the  Power  of  the  Lord^ 
as  upon  the  Wings   of  an  Eagle   that  Day  j 
Truth's  Teftimony  was  over  all  their  Heads, 
and   my  Heart  was  filled  with  Joy  and  Praifes 
to  the  Lord :  Many  were  convinced  that  Day, 
and  feveral  of  them  received  the  Truth,,  and 
abode  in  it. 

■\V.Parker  There  was  one  William  Barker^  a  Preacher 
aBaptiii  among  the  Baptifts,  who  had  oppofed  me 
eppotd  ftrongly  at  a  Court  a  little  before  this  j  his  Wife 
W,  E.  was  a  Friend,  convinced  in  E?jglandy  and  (he 
was  a  Priloner  with  us ;  They   lived  then  in 

the 
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the  Country,  and  his  Wife  not  coming  Home, 
in  the  Morning  he  came  to  look  for  her,  and  v^"V^^ 
finding  me  fitting  in  the  Stocks  in  the  cold 
Winter,  in  the  open  Market-place,  he  was 
fmitten  to  the  Heart.  After  I  had  done  with 
them  all  I  was  at  Liberty,  and  came  to  Friends 
with  my  Heart  full  of  Joy  ;  the  faid  Parker 
wss  with  Friends,  fo  I  afked  him.  What  be^^^^^' 
thought  of  his  Brethren  tojhffer  us  to  ^e  thuscoilxinccd 
zi/ed,  and  they  chief  in  Command  in  that  Place  ? 
He  anfwered  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes,  He  was 
aOmmed  of  them^  that  had  been  fo  long  prof  effing 
and  fighting  for  ConjciencCy  now  to  fiiffer  Con- 
jcience  to  he  trodden  in  the  Dirt^  He  went  to 
them  no  more,  but  came  to  our  Meetings, 
taking  up  the  Crofs  of  Chrifl: :  He  became  an 
honeft,  zealous  Man  for  Truth,  having  a  pub- 
lic Teflimony  in  Meetings,  and  died  in  the 
true  Faith  which  Jefus  is  the  Author  of. 

There  was  alfo  one  William  Morris^  an  EI-  Capt. 
der  among  the  BaptiUs  in  great  Repute,  Cap-?^°[f*?' 
tain  of  a  Company,  Juflice  of  the  Peace,  Com-  turned 
miflioner  of  the  Revenues,  chief  Treafurer  in  Qii'^^^r 
that    Quarter}    alfo  chief  Governor   of  three  Command 
Garrilons,  to   whom  the  News  of  this  Day's 
Work  was  foon  carried  ;  whereat  he  was  much 
troubled  in    Mind,  and    told    the   MefTenger, 
who  was  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  It  was  a   Shame 
for  them  to  fuff'er  us  to  he  fo  ahufed\  faying,  the 
'Time  would  come  that  they  would  be  glad  to  floelter 
tinder    our  Wings.     The    Rumour  foon  went 
^mong  the  Baftifts,  and   alfo  to  the  Court  at 

F  z  Dublin^ 
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Dublin^  that  Captain  Morris  was  turned  ^a- 
VV"^  ker :  Whereupon  he  was  removed  with  his 
Company  fouthward.  Not  long  after  he  was 
fent  for  to  Dublin,  to  appear  before  the  Gen- 
eral and  chief  Officers,  many  of  whom  were 
Baptijh.  He  was  examined  about  his  being 
turned  ^aker^  which  he  did  not  deny,  but 
confefTed  our  Faith  and  Principles,  and  at  that 
Time  was  difcharged  from  his  Command,  be- 
caufe  he  was  a  ^taker.  He  was  a  worthy  wife 
Man,  had  a  Teftimony  in  our  Meetings,  and 
died  in  the  Faith  of  Jefus.  I  was  at  Dublin 
at  that  Time  when  they  took  his  Command 
from  him.  He  would  often  fay,  ^hat  ]  was  a 
great  Help  and  Strength  to  him  in  the  Truth, 

Friends  Now  our  Meetings  increafed,  and  our  Suf^- 
a;  d  I'ul^  ferings  alfo  increafed  ;  but  Friends  being  inno- 
ferings  cent,  were  careful  to  keep  up  Truth's  Tefti- 
mony pundually  and  faithfully:  So  that  Truth 
gained  Ground.  Now  our  Landlord  Kempfion 
would  not  confirm  oqr  Leafes  according  to 
Covenant,  but  would  impofe  feveral  Things 
on  us,  which  Friends  would  not  fubmit  to : 
So  that  feveral  Friends  left  his  Lands,  and  re- 
moved with  their  Families  towards  Mounts 
melick'y  but  fome  abode  there  longer,  and  kept 
up  a  Meeting  for  Divine  Worfhip  twice  in  the 
Week. 


b'_.tii  in 
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SECT.    V. 

Of  hh  hard  Imprifonment  at  Cavan  in  a  najly 
Dungeon.  His  Speech  in  public  Courts  Re^ 
kafe  and  Removal  afterwards  to  RoiTenallis. 

I  Was  then  keptclofe  Prifoner  in  Cavan  Goz\  At  Cavan 
for  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  in  a  nafty  W-  E.  im- 
Dungeon  among  Thieves  and  Robbers,,  where  fn'a°nafty 
we  eafed  our  felves  in  one  End  of  the  Dun-  Dungeon* 
geon,  and  the  Excrements  were  very  noifome, 
the  Dungeon  being  arched  over  Head  :  In  the 
Day  we  had  the  Benefit  to  look  out  through 
an    Iron  Grate ;  but  at  Night  the  Door  was 
clofe  {hut,  and  then  we  were  as  if  we  had  been 
in  an  Oven.     In  the  Day  the  Prifoners  would 
beg  Turf,  and  at  Night,  when  the  Door  was 
clofe  {hut,  they   would   kindle  a  Fire,  which 
filled  the  Dungeon  with  thick  Smoke,  there 
being  little  Air  j  this  annoyed  me  very  much, 
but  they  could  endure  it,  being  ufed  to  the  like  a 

in  their  Cabins. 

One  Night  the  Smoke  ftifled  me,  and  flop- 
ped my  Breath,  fo  that  I  fell  down  and  lay 
on  the  Ground :  The  Prifoners  cried  out  that 
1  was  dead,  then  the  Goaler  threw  open  the 
Door  in  Hafte,  and  when  he  faw  me  lying  on 
the  Ground,  he  was  in  a  Rage,  and  thought 

they 
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they  had  killed  me,  but  when  he  underftood 
V'*^^^'"^  the  Caufe,  he  carried  me  into  the  Air.  In  a 
little  Time  I  recovered  :  Then  he  called  for  a 
Pail  of  Water,  and  quenched  the  Fire  :  After 
that  when  he  locked  the  Door  at  Nights  he 
,was  careful  to  put  the  Fire  quite  out ;  fo  it 
wrought  for  my  Good,  being  eafed  thereby 
from  that  noifome  Smell  and  Smoke,  which 
had  before  very  much  impaired  my  Health, 
and  was  fo  offenfive,  that  when  frefli  People 
came  to  the  Grate  to  fee  me,  they  could  not 
endure  the  Smell,  but  many  Times  would  go 
away  with  Tears.  Thus  the  Minds  of  Peo- 
ple were  moderated,  and  their  Hearts  tendered 
towards  Friends. 

Affliaing-      But  what  added  to  my  Trouble,  News  was 

News  of    brought   me   of  James  Naylor's  Mifcarriage. 

Mifca'r.     This   camc   very   near  me,  and  brought   me 

liage,        under  great  Trouble  of  Mind,  fo  that  I   faid 

in  my  Heart,    How  fJ^all  I  be  able  to  ftand 

through  fo  many  Temptations  and  Trials  which 

attend  me  daily ^  fince  fuch  an  one  as  he  is  fallen 

tinder   T^etnptations?    And   I   mourned  in    my 

A  Word    Spirit:  In  the  Interim  the  Lord  anfwered  me, 

of  Com-    and  faid,  Truth  isTruth^  though  all  Men  for  fake 

theLprd.  ^'^*     This  flrengthened  me,  and  comforted  me 

in  my  Trouble.     I  was  kept  in  that  Dungeon 

fourteen  Weeks. 

When  the  Affizes  came,  the  Judge  and  Ju- 
dices  being  on  the  Bench,  as  I  was  looking 
out  through  the  Iron  Grate,  a  Juftiee  of  the 

Peace^ 
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Peace,  one  of  them  that  committed  me,  whofe 
Name  was  Willi  a  fn  Moore  ^  going  by,  faw  me  ^;<7)P^' 
{landing,  and  coming  up  to  me,  faid.   He  was  ^  juftice 
*very  forry  to  fee  me  there ^  and  had  been  many  of  the 
^imes  troubled  in  his  Mind  for  me^  Jince  I  was    '^^^^ 
committed^  but  he  could  not  now  help  it^  for  I 
was  committed  without  Bail  or  Mainprise.     I 
told  him.  He  had  brought  that  Trouble  on  him- 
felf,  by  his  Hafte  andPaJjionin  cojnmitting  me  on 
thofe  Terms,  for  my  Faith  and  Conjcience  towards 
God,     He  faid.  He  was  'uery  forry  for  it,  and 
if  he  could  do  any  Thing  for  me,  he  would  readily 
do  it.     Now   the  Enemies   of  Truth  reported,  FalfeR^- 
That  1  was  in  Frifon,  becaufe  I  and  the  Qua-  ports  rai- 
kers  were  for  no  Law  or  Governme?it,  but  the  teina  a-" 
Light  in  Man.    So  I  thought  it  would  be  a  gainh 
good  Opportunity   to  fliew   the^  Falfhood   of  Go'l^e^ "-"^ 
this  Report  to  the   Country :  And  I   deiired  meat. 
him  to  get  me  Leave  to  come  into  Court  before 
the  Judge,  for  I  had  fomething  to  fay.     He 
faid.  He  had  fpoken  to  the  Judge  about  me,  but 
be  would  not  meddle  with  me,  being  I  was  com- 
mitted at  the  SeJJions.     I  defired  him  however 
to  let  me  come  into  Court :  So  he  went  into 
Court  and  prefently   fent   the  Goaler   for  mej 
but  fo  foon  as  he  put  me  into  the  Seffion-houfe, 
he  flipped  away - 

Then  I  fpoke  to  the  People,  who  thronged, 

bidding  them,  Make  Way  for  the  Frijoner :  Oq 

.which  they   made  Way,  and   I  got  near  the 

Judge  ;  but  he  fpoke  aloud  and   afked.  Who  1 

was  ?  What  I  was?  and  What  I  came  therefor  ? 

I  anfwered 
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I  anfwered  v/ith  a  loud  Voice  and  faid,  /  am  a 

S/V^  Frifoner^  and  have   been  a  chfe  Pr  if  oner  four-. 

teen  Weeks^  for  my  Religion  and  Faith  towards 

Godj  and  I  want  yuftice,  and  to  be  tried  by  the 

Law  now   efiablijhed ;  for  I  know  no  haw  that 

I  have  broken :  And  I  am  one  who  have  ventured 

my  Life  to  eftablifh  the  Government  as  it  now 

flands ;  and  own  the  Government  and  the  Laws, 

But  the  Judge  was  difturbed,  and  cried  out  to 

the  Goaler  to  take  me  away.     So  the  Goaler 

came,  and  I  cried  aloud  to  the  People,  to  Take 

W.  E.       Notice  and  bear  Witnefs,  I  owned  Government 

owns  Go-  ^^^  whole fome  Laws,  and  de fired  Juflice  accord^ 

vcrruTi£iit  •  . 

and  ingly  ',    but  could  not  have  it.     So  he  took  me 

whole-  away,  but  prefently  one  was  fent  to  bid  him 
Laws.  ^^^  P^^  ^^  ^"  ^^^  Dungeon.  Now  I  was  very 
eafy  in  my  Spirit,  and  much  comforted  in  the 
Lord,  for  his  Power  was  with  me ;  fome  fober 
ProfefTors  came  to  me  and  faid,  They  were  very 
glad,  and  well  fatisfied  with  what  I  faid  of  our 
owning  the  Government  and  Laws,  for  they  had 
heard  other  Things  concerning  us.  This  wrought 
mightily  in  the  Minds  of  People,  and  Truth 
got  Ground  :  And  the  next  Day  I  was  turned 
out  of  Prifon  without  any  Trial. 

Kempftcn      Now  the  moft  of  the  Land  we  had  oiKemp- 
lofethlus  j^^^  ^gg  recovered  from   him  by  Law,  by  one 

i— ^ Cozby-y  (o  that  we  fent  our  Cattle  to 

RoiTenallis  gtaze  near  Roffenallis,  and  being  now  at  Li- 
berty, I  went  there  to  live  with  my  Family  j 
the  Friends  that  removed  having  fettled  there- 
abouts, where  we  kept  a  Meeting  twice  in  the 

Week 
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Week  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  we  alfo 

got  Meetings  in  fcveral  other  Places  to  fpread  ^-^^V^ 

Truth. 


S  E  C  T.     VI, 

Of  fever al  Mlniftring  "Friends  from  England. 
His  Imprifonment  at  Londonderry.  His 
deep  Exercije  on  the  Account  of  fame  loofe  Pro- 
fejjors  of  Truth,  Of  the  general  Perfecution 
then  raging  againji  Friends ;  and  how  infirii"^ 
mental  he  was  in  allaying  that  Storm, 

ABOUT  this  Time  feveral  Friends  in  the 
Miniftry  came  from  England,  labouring 
in  theGofpel  of  Chrift  Jefus,  viz.  T^homasLoe^  Thcmas' 
"John   Burnyeaty     Robert   Lodge ^    and   feveral  Loe, 
others,  and  many   were  turned  to   the  Lord,  i°''"     ^ 
and  to  the  Knowledge  or  his  Way  of  Life  and  Robert 
Peace.     I  often  travelled  into  the  North  in  the  Lodge, 
Service   of   Truth,  viz.  to    Cavan,    Belturbet,  cavan, 
Newtown,  Omagh,  Strabane,  Londonderry,  and  Be:turbef, 
thofe  Parts,  and  went   through  many   Hard-  omS'"' 
fhips  and  Dangers,  being  often  in  Prifon  ;  yet  Strab^ne, 
the  Lord's  powerful  Arm  preferved    me,  and  V^"'?'^"', 
carried  me  through  them  ail,  praifed   be  his 
Name!  At  Straba?ie,  where  I  had  been  often 
and  imprifoned,  were  feveral  convinced  and  a 

G  Meeting 
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Meeting   fettled'j   alfo  at   Londonderry  feveral 
vy/'V^  were  convinced  of  the  Truth. 

One  Time  I  travelled  from  Strabane  into 
the  County  of  Dunnegall,  which  is  moftly 
inhabited  by  Scotch  People,  being  Prejbyte^ 
W.  E's  rians  j  I  was  moved  to  ride  from  Houie  to 
Search  af-- j^Q^fg^  and  ftlll  afked,  If  there  were  any  that 
as  feared  feared  God?  They  looked  ftrangely  at  me,  and 
<^od.  wondered  I  fliould  afk  fnch  a  Queftion  of  fuch 
religious  People.  I  came  to  one  Houfe  and 
called,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Houfe  came  out : 
I  afked  him,  If  there  were  any  that  feared  God 
there '^  He  faid,  He  hoped  fo,  I  told  him,  / 
was  f  eking  a  People  that  feared  God:  He  faid, 
//  was  a  good  Errand,  and  afked,  Where  I 
dwelty  and  my  Name  ?  I  told  him  ;  he  faid. 
He  was  an  Edmundfon  j  and  bid  me  alight  and 
come  into  his  Houfe.  I  afked  him.  If  he  would 
let  me  have  a  Meeting  in  his  Houfe ^  ajid  tell  his 
Neighbours  and  Friends  oj  it^  He  faid,  ^hat  he 
perceived  I  was  a  Quaker,  ajid  he  diirfi  not  do  it, 
for  their  Minifler  was  much  fet  again  ft  the  Qua- 
kers, and  him/elf  was  an  Elder  of  their  Church: 
And  after  fome  Difcourfe  of  Religion,  we 
parted  lovingly,  and  I  travelled  on,  and  that. 
Night  lay  at  an  Ale-houfe. 

London-       "^^'^  ^'^^^   ^^y  ^  Came  to  Londonderry  j  it, 

<Jtrry.       was  Maiket-day,  and  there  were  Stage-players 

and  Rope-dancers  in    the  Market-place,    and 

Abundance  of  People   gathered  :   The   Lord's 

Spirit   filled  my   Heart,  his   Power  flruck   at 

them. 
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them,  and  his  Word  was  fharp.     So  I  flood 
in  the  Market-place,  and  proclaimed   the  ^^Y  yQ'i^ 
of  the  Lord  among  ihem,  and  warned  them  all  of  tiie 
to  repent:  The  Diead  of  the  Almighty  came  ^-05^  pro- 
over  them,  and  they  were  as  People  amazed.  foaMul- 
When  I  found  my  Spirit  a  little  ealed,  I  walk-  titude 
ed  along  the  Street,  and   the   People  flocked  ^1'^''^^/ 
about  me,  I  found  my  Spirit  drawn  forth  to- 
wards them.     I  flood  ftili  and  declared  Truth 
to  them,  directing  them  to  the  Light  of  Chrift 
in  their  own  Hearts,    and  they  were  very  fober 
and  attentive,  but  the  Stage-players  were   fore 
vexed  that  the  People  left  them,  and  followed 
rne:  Whereupon  they  got  the  Mayor  to   fend 
two  Officers   to  take  me  to  Prifon :  So  they 
came  and  took  me ;  but  the  fober  People  were 
angry   that  Stage- Players  fhould    be    lufFered, 
and  a  Man  that  declared  againfl   Wicked nefs 
aud  Vanity,  and  taught  the  Things  of  God, 
murt:  not  be  fuffered,  but  haled  to  Prifon.     The  ^j:  e  im- 
Officers  made  Exxufe,  faying,  Thy  were  com-  p:if';ned 
mafided,  and  mic/i  obey.     So    they  took  me    to  f  ^5^"' 
rnlon  :    1  ne  Lroaler  put   me  in   a  Room   that 
had  a  Window  facing  the  Market-place,  where 
I  had  a  full  S^^ht  of  the  People  ;  and  my  Heart 
being  filled  with  the  Word  of  Life  and  Tefti- 
mony  of  Jefus,  I  thruft   my   Arm  out  at  the 
Window  and   waved    it,    till   fome   of  them 
efpying,  came  near,  and  others  followed  apace  5 
fo  that  prefently  I  had  mofl  of  the  People  from 
the  Stage-players,  which    vexed  them   much  ; 
Then  they  got  the  Mayor  to  caufe  the  Goaler 
to  keep  me  clofe  5  (0  he  bolted  me,  and  locked 

G  3  my 
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my  Leg  to  a  Place  where  he  ufed  to  fafteri 
^'''VNJ  condemned    Perfons.     There  I   fat     in    much 
Peace  of  Confcience,  and   fweet  Union  with 
the  Spirit    of  Truth.      As    I    fat   in   a    hea- 
venly  Exercife,  I  heard  the  People  fhout  and 
The  Rope  fay,  Jhe  Man  had  broke  his  Back.     It  was  the 
for"^'^hurt  ^^"   dancing  on    a   Rope,    which    broke  or 
by  a  Fall,  gave  Way,  lo    that  he  fell  on   the  Pavement, 
and    was   forely  hurt.     Many  Profeflbrs  came 
into   Prifon  to  fee  me,  and  I  had  much  Dif- 
courle  with  them,  and  good  Service  for  Truth, 

After  a  few  Days,  being  fet  at  Liberty,  I 
travelled   through  the  North,  vifiting  Friends 
at  their  Meetings,  where  were  alfo  fev^eral  other 
Friends  in  the  Miniftry,  labouring  in  the  Gof- 
pel.     Many  People  were  convinced,  and  Mcet- 
-         ings  increafed  mightily  j  yet  lome  who  were 
convinced,  and  profeffed  Truth  in  Words,  did 
not   walk   anfwerable   in    their   Converfations, 
Carelefs     but  were  carelefs  and  loofe  from  under  the  Crols 
Profeirnrs  of  Chrill:,  both   in   Words  and  Deeds,  which 
W^l£^^°  gave  Occafion  to  our  Adverfaries  to  reproach  us, 
and  foeak  Evil  of  the  Way  of  l^.ruth,  and  was 
.  a  Stumbling-block  to  others,  in   whom   were 
Deiires  after  the  Knowledge  of  God  and  the 
A  deep     Way  of  Life.      The  Concern    of  this   came 
K.eiriie    vveigbtily  upon  me,  and  funk  my  Spirit  into  a 
\nTe,       deep  Exercife  for  Tiuth,   which  was  difcernible 
in  my  Face  and  Body  to  thofe   that  knew  me, 
and  I  was  made  a  Threiliing-inffrument  in  the 
Hand  of  the  Lord,  to  thredi   fliarpiy,   reprove 
and  rebuke  luch  as  walked  loofcly  in  the  Li- 
berty 
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berty  of  their  Wills  and  Flefh,  and  held  the 
Profeffion  of  Truth  in  Unrighteoufnefs  j  I  could  wVN/ 
not  get  from  under  this  Burthen,  till  it  pleafed 
God  to  lend  his  Servant  George  Fox  to  fet  up 
Men  and  Womens  Meetings,  and  then  I  was 
eafedj  of  which  hereafter. 

Now  was  King  Charles  coming  in,  and  thefe   166 1, 
'Nations  were  in  Heaps  of  Confulion,  and  ran 
upon  us,  as  if  they  would  have  deftroyed  us  at 
once,  or  fwallowed   us   up,  breaking  up  our 
Meetings,    taking   us  up   in  Highways,    and 
haling  us  to  Prifon ;  fo  that  it  was  a  general  A  general 
Imprifonment  of  Friends  in  this  Nation.    I  was  ^^"g^"^*^"" 
Prifoner   at   Maryborough,    with   many  more  Friends. 
Friends,  yet  the  Lord  fupported  and  bore  up  Marybo- 
our  Spirits  above  Sufferings  and  Men's  Cruelties.  ^°"^  ' 
So  that  Friends  v/ere  frefli  and  lively  in  the 
Lord's  Goodnefs  and  Covenant  of  Light  and 
Life,  contented  in  the  Will  of  God ;  for  we 
had  many  heavenly  bleffed  Meetings  in  Prifon, 
and    the   Lord's     Prefence   with  us,     to   our 
great  Comfort  and  Confolation  in  Him,  who 
wrought  Liberty  for  us  in  his  own  Time. 

After  Things  were  a  little  fettled,  and  People's 
Minds  began  to  cool,  I  found  fomething  upon 
my  Spirit  to  make  Application  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  Friends's  Liberty.  I  got  Leave  for  my- p   ,    . 
leif  of  the  Sheriff  for  about  twenty  Days ;  fo  Orrery 
went  to  Dublin  and  petitioned  the  Lords  Juf-  ^|^ 
tices,   v/ho   then    were  the  Earls  of  Orrery  and  rathLords 
Moimtratb^    and   Sir  Morris   Eujiace^    Chan-  Juftices. 

cellor, 
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cellor,  that  Friends  In  the  Nation  might  be  fet 
^-''^V"^^  at  Liberty  :  I   was  clofe  exercifed  in  that  Ser- 
vice,  bat  the  Lord's  Power  gave  me  Courage, 
-opened  my  Way    to  proceed  and  gave  Saccefs 

W  E.  ob-  ^^  ^^  J  ^^  ^^^^  ^  §^^  ^"  Order  for  Friends's  Liberty 

taineth  an  throughout  the  Nation,   though  they  were  full 

Order  for  ^f  g^ifinefs,  and    Abundance  of  People  of  all 

Liberty.    Sorts  attending.     We  got  feveral  Copies  of  oar 

Order  figned    by   the  Lords  Juftices,  and  fent 

them  to  the  Sheriffs    of  the    feveral  Counties 

where  Friends  were  in  Prifon, 

.  Soon  after  I  vifited  Friends's  Meetings  through 

pfi^^'^"   the  Nation,  and   enquired   if  the  Order  was 
Friends     obeyed   by    the  feveral  Sheriffs,  and  we  were 
the^J?^     fweetly  comforted    in   the  Lord,  and  one   ia 
tion^  &c.  another.     In  about  fix  Weeks  Time  I  perform- 
ed this  Service,  returned  and  found  Friends  ia 
our  County  kept  in  Prifon  :  So  I  wsnt  to  Ala" 
ryborough^  where  they   were.     It  was   in  the 
■  Time  of  the  Quarter-Seffions,  and  I  took    aa 
Opportunity  to  fpeak  to  the  Juflices  and  High 
Sheriff,  to  know  the  Reafon,  why  the  Govern- 
'  ment's  Order   for  Friends's   Liberty    was   not 
obeyed  ;  the  Sheriff"  faid,  It  was  for  Fees,  and 
detained    ^^0'  P^^^^^  P^J  ^'^^^^  Fees,  or  lie  there  and  rot  • 
in  Prifon   But   the  Juftices   fympathized   with    Friends, 
fprFees.    for  our  innocent  Sufferings  had  gained  much  ca 
People's  Minds.     So  I  defired   the  Juftices  to 
give  me  a  Certificate,  what   Friends   were  de-p 
tajned   in   Prifon   for,  which  accordingly  they 
^id,  and  three  of  them  finned  it, 

Iroda 
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1  rode  flraight  to  Dublin^  and  found    'John 
Bumyeat  and  Robert  Lodge  in  Prifon,  taken   at  ^^-^^ 
the  Meeting  the  Day  before :  I  went  early   in  ^^^  ^ 
the  Morning  to  the  Mayor,  and  got  their  Li-  and  Ko- 
berty,  and  then  went  to  the  Earl   of  Mount-^^^^ 
ratlSs  Lodging  :  For  when  I  was  at  Dublin  be-  leafcd!  ^^' 
fore,  the  Lord  gave  me  a  Place   in  his  Heart,  yj^^  ^^^.j 
which  he  retained  to  his  Death  i  alfo  his  Son  of  Mount- 
after  him  was  always  kind,  and  ready   to  do  [^.^^!,.^"** 

_,   .        ,     ,^        ,  "^x-v         r  \KT\  T  his- Son 

Friends  Good  upon  Occauon.     When  1  came  both  kmd 
to  the   Earl's  Lodging,  he  was  in    his  Coach  toT'rieiid? 
going  to  Council  j  he  faw  me   coming,  and    . 
flopped  his  Coach :    I  told  him  my  Bufinefs^ 
and  gave  him  the  Juftice's  Certificate.   He  bid 
me  follow  him  to  the  Council  Chamber  j  and 
that  Forenoon  he  got  me  a  full  Order  to  the 
Sheriff,  to  fet  Friends  at  Liberty,  without  pay-  Frfends 
jng  Fees  to  any    Perfon  or  Perfons,  as  they  ";Jthou6 
would  anfwer  the  contrary.  -  I  hafled  with  the  leafed. 
Order  and  gave  it  to  the  Sheriff,  who  imme- 
diately fet  Friends  at  Liberty,  but  was  very  an- 
gry at  me,  calling  me  Dm/,  and  many  bad 
Names:  But  Friends  were  much  confirmed  in 
the  Lord,  who  wrought  their  Liberty  beyond 
Expectation. 

We  were  jmprifoned  feveral  Times,  and  the 
Lord  made  Way  for  our  Liberty,  but  Sheriffs 
and  Clerks  of  the  Crown  would  take  our  Goods 
for  Fees ;  the  Sheriff  Thomas  Piggot  of  DiJJart 
took  from  me  at  one  Time,  on  that  Account, 
four  large  Cows,  worth  twelve  or  thirteen 
Pounds,  and  a  great  Deal  of  Cows  and  other 

Goods 
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1665.  Goods  from  Friends,  but  it  was  obferved,  his 
^'^W  Subftance  wafted  after. 

Now  the  Bifliops  being  fettled,  the  Priefts 
were  very  fierce  on  us  for  Tithes,  their  Main- 
tenance and  Church  Dues,  as  they  called  them ; 
and  fummoned  us  to  the  Bi{hop*3  Court,  and 
excommunicated  moft  of  the  Men  Friends 
of  our  Meeting,  and  took  them  by  a  Writ  to 
\V,E.and  Prifon.  I  was  excommunicated  with  the  Reft, 
Friends  ^"'  '^^^  abroad  in  Truth's  Service,  when  they 
excom-  were  taken.  When  I  came  Home  the  Officers 
met  me,  for  I  did  not  ftiun  them,  but  they 
would  not  take  me  to  Prifon,  for  they  faid, 
^key  had  too. many  in  Pri/on  already,  who  were 
kept  from  their  Labours  and  Families -,  yet 
Friends  were  eafy  in  their  Spirits,  being  given 
up  to  fuffer  for  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  and 
in  the  Prifon  every  one  fettled  to  one  Employ- 
ment or  other. 


miinica- 
<ed. 
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SECT.    VII. 

Of  the  Government^  and  Chancellof  Boyr^  Cle^ 
mency  towards  Friends,  upon  W.  E/j  peti' 
tioning  them  againfl  G.  Clapham'j  Cruelty, 
then  Prie/i  of  Mountmelick.  Of  his  pro- 
phetic  Warning  to  the  Inhabitants  ef  Lon- 
donderry j  and  Conference  afterwards  with 
the  BiJJoop  and  Mayor  of  that  Place-,  and  th^ 

,  Settling  of  Meetings  for  Difcipline  in  Irelandj 
by  G.  F.  in  1669. 

I  Having  my  Libefty,  found  a  Concern  on 
my   Mind,  to    folicit  the  Government   a- 
gainft  the  Priefts^s  Fiercenefs  and  Cruelty  j  for    ^^^£* 
Gesrge   Claphafn,  Prieft  of  Mountmelick,    en-  q^(^ 
deavoured  to  prevent  the  Miller's  grinding  ourciapham, 
Corn  for  our  Families,  or  any   to  fpeak  orfi'^^^^ 
trade  With  us,  or  any  or   our   Families:    Heiiekcrtiei 
watched    the    Market   and    Friends's   Shops,  ^o  ^^"'^'^^ 
and   thofe   he   faw,    or   knew   to   deal   with 
Fi lends,    he  fent   the  Apparitor   to   (ummon 
them  to  the  Biiliop's  Court;  fo  forced  them  to 
pay  him  and  the  Apparitor  Money  to  get  freed 
from   that  Trouble,  they  being  affraid  of  ths 
Biihop's  Court,  it  bore  fuch  a  greai  Name. 

H  This 
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1665.       This  Prieft  told    his  Hearers,  That  if  tLj 

i^V^  met  any  of  us  in  the  High-wayy  they  J]oould  fJmn 

us  as  they  would  (hun  the  Plague ;  and  if  they 

owed  us  any  Things  they  need  not  pay  it ;  or  if 

they  knocked  us  on  the  Head^  the  Law  would  bear 

them  out.     At  which  the  People  were  mightily 

The  Love  troubled,  and  in  general  their   Love  declined 

of  People  from   the  Prieft,  and  drew  towards  Friends ; 

to  Fdends  ^^^y  would   ofFer  their  Servants   to  carry  our 

Corn  to  the  Mill,  that  we  might  get  Bread  for 

our  Families,  or  any  other  Kindnefs  they  could 

do  for  us. 

I  drew  up  a  great  deal  of  his  grofs  Proceed- 

-    jngs,  and  got   many   Hands  to  them   of  his 

own  People,  who  had  been  abufed ;  fo  went 

to   Dublin    and    petitioned    the   Government, 

who  with  the  Primate  took  Notice  of  it,  and 

the  Privy-council   refented   it,  being  contrary 

to  all  Law   and  Rule :  So    fent   an  Order  for 

the  Prieft  and  Apparitor  to  appear  before  the 

Council  J  they  came  and  were  ftiarply  reproved, 

Pri-nnfe    ^"^  ^^^  ^^^"  puniflicd,  for  the  Primate  faid, 

andCiiJii-  He  would  make  them  Examples,  but  that  I  told 

'^^e-k^'^'V  him,  We  de fired  Nothing  but  to  be  quiet,  and  live 

'peaceably  in  our  Callings,  and  that  they  would 

defiji  from  their   Cruelty-,     the   Primate,  who 

was  alfo  Chancellor,  faid,  If  they  did  not  defifi, 

do  but  write  to  him,  and  he  would  make  them 

Examples  to  the  Nation.     So  J  forgave  them^ 

and   let  all   fall.     This  gained   much    on  the 

Minds  of  many  chief  Men  in  Authority. 

Now 
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Now  this  Prieft  was  very  angry  againft  me,   166 5. 
although  1  had  forgiven  him,  as  aforefaid,  be-  ^O^""^ 
fng  very  greedy  and  covetous ;  one  Time  he  ciapham 
took  my  Neighbour's  Horfe  and  Carr,  came  to  it^^fumeth 
my  Houfe  and  loaded  and  carried  away  a  great       '  ^^' 
deal   of  Cheefe ;  alio  at  that  Time  took  away 
much  Goods,  Corn,  and  wearing  Cloaths  from 
Friends  of  our   Meeting,    for  fome   Church 
Dues,  as  he  laid  ;  and  I  being  at  a  Meeting  in 
Mountmelick,  as  I  ufed  to  be  when  at  Home, 
he  being  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  fent  a  Confta- 
ble  to  apprehend  me,  and  made  a  Mittimus  to 
fend    me   to  Maryborough  Goal,  but  the  Earl 
of  Mountrath  fuperfeded  his  Warrant,  and  fet 
me  at  Liberty  till  the  Affizes. 

When  the  Aflizes   came,  he  flood  by  me  Eirl  of 
againft  the  faid  Prieft,  who  had  drawn  up  two  "^^omx- 
Indidlments  againft  me  j  and  when  they  came  J^'J,  \v°e. 
into  Court,  four  Lawyers  one   after   another  againft 
pleaded  for  me,  though  I  knew  Nothing    of  Jl^/''"*f 
them   or  gave  them  any    reej  but  the   Lord 
gave  us  Place  in  the  Hearts  of  People,  and  their 
Bowels  yerned  towards  us,  fo  that  as  I  palled 
through  them  in  the  Court-houfe,  they  would 
fay,  The  Lord bkU  you,  William,  the  Lord  help 
you,  William.     The  Indidment  was  quafhed, 
and  the  Prieft  hilTed  at  by  the   Court  to  his 
Shame;  the  Judge   alfo  turned  againft    him: 
Several  Friends  came  a  great  Way  to  fee  and 
hear  the   Trial,    and   greatly    rejoiced   in   the 
Lord  to  fee  the  Prieft  fruftrated  in  his   evil 
Def^gns. 

H  2  Ai>other 
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1665.       Another  Time  this  Priefl:  Clapham   indi£!ed 
\/y*<i  feveral  Friends  of  our  Meeting  at  the  Affizes 
Clapham  *^  Maryborough,  and  xn^  for  being  at  a  Meet- 
pontimi     ing  luch  a  Day,  which  he  called  An  unlawful 
eth  anE-  j^pmbly ',  and  for  not  being  at  Church,  as  he 
Jriends.    pailed  it,  the  fame  Day.     He  alfo  indided  me 
for  not  paying  a  Levy,  or  Sefs  towards  the  Re^ 
pairs  of  his  Worfhip-houfe,  though   the  War-^ 
dens  and  Conftable  had  before  taken  from  me 
|br  the  fame,  a  Mare  worth  three  Pounds  tea 
^hillings.     Several  Friends  were  thus  proceeded 
^gainft,  and  we  were  fined,  and   Order  given 
to  diftrain   our  Goods;  on   which  Account  I 
fode  to  Dublin,  and  petitioned  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  Council;  land  one   other  Friend 
were  admitted  into  the  Council-chamber,    to 
^ate  our  Grievance,  and  had  a  very  fair  Hear- 
ing, that  Judge  being  prefent  who  gave  Judg-? 
jnent  againft  us  at  the  Affizes;  The  Council 
gave  their  Judgment,    That  their  Proceedings 
were  illegal:  And  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would 
know,  Why  we  did  mt  pay  Tithes  ta  the  Mini- 
tr  V  .   „fi^rsf  So  I  fhewed  him  out  of  the  Scriptures, 
"  The  Law  was  ended  that  gave  Tithes,  and  the 
fhange^  PriefthQod  changed  that   received  them,  by   the 
tbat  gave  Coming  and  Suffering  af  Chrijl,  who  had  fettled 
VlT'     a  Minifiry  on  better  Terms,  and  ordered  them  a 

and  the      ^       •,  -'  1,1  /  7.^    • 

'^ntt^lyop^Mamtenance :  He  would  know,  iphat  Main- 
that  re-  t^thance  the  Mini llrv  mufi  havef  I  told  him, 
tiiem.  Chriffs  Allowance^  and  I  (liewed  him  from  the 
Mat.  lo.  Scriptures  what  it  was,  as  the  Lord  opened 
%  ^p  '4'  them  to  m^j  hy  his  Spirit  and  Power  that  was 
with  aie,  which  gave  me  VVifdor^  and  Utterr 


William    Edmundson.  53 

ance,  and   fet  Home  what  I   faid  unto  their    1665. 
Undt  rftandings.     There  were    three   Bi(hops  :^:;^">r>r' 

1  I      ^  1-    J     •         11  Three  Bi- 

prefent,  and  not  one  or   them  replied    in   ail  ^^p^  pr^.. 
this  Diicouife,  though  fo  nearly  concerned   infentinthe 
it.     In   the  Conclufion,    the  Lord  l>ieutenant  Council. 
bid  God  6 kjs  us,  adding,  We  fhould  not  fufer  for 
not  going  to  their  public  W or jhip,  neither  j or  go-  ^ 

ing  to  our  Meetings,  Now  this  quieted  the 
Prieft,  and  it  weni  loon  abroad,  that  the  ^la- 
hers  had  the  Liberty  of  their  Religion,  which 
was  a  great  Eafe  to  Friends,  for  we  had  been 
often  imprifoned,  and  had  much  Goods  taken 
from  us  on  that  Account. 

One  Time  I  was  in  the  County  of  Armagh 
viiiiing    Friends,    where    our  Meetings    were 
broken  up  by  Soldiers,  and  many  of  us  put  in  Many 
Prifon  in  Armagh  Goal,  there  we  had   living  F"^"^^ 
powerful  Meetings,  many  Friends  and  friendly  ^J^J  ^, 
People  came  out  of  the  Country  to  them,  and  magh. 
though  under  Sufferings,  we  had  a  fweet  hea-- 
venly  refrefhing  Time,  for  the  Glory  of  the 
Lord  did  {hine  among  us.     There  were  in  the 
Miniftry   George  Greg/ion  and  L     The  Priefb 
of  the  Town  kept  his  Worfhip  in  the  Seffion-^ 
houfe,  and  it  being  under  one  Roof  with  the 
Goal,  we  could  bear  him  at  his  Worfhip;  like- 
wile  he  and  his  People  could  hear  us  at  ours  ; 
and  the  Lord's  Power  fo  confounded  him,  that  Prieft 
he  could  not  get  on  in  his  Devotion,  but  left  confound- 
the  Place,  and  came  no  more  to  VVor(hip  there  Devotion, 
while  we  were  Prisoners;  The  Lord's  Power, 

Truth 
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1 665.  Truth  and  Teftimony  were  over  them  all,  ever- 
^^^"^"^/^^  lafting  Praifes  to  his  great  Name. 

w.  E.  is       Another  Time  I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to 

"oTo'^Lon-  S^  ^^^'^  ^y  ^^"  Houfe  to  Londonderry,  to 
donderry,  warn  them  to  Repent,  or  the  Lord  would  bring 
to  warn  a  Scourge  over  them:  So  in  Obedience  to  the 
j^'gppj^j_  Lord  1  went,  and  when  I  came  there  it  hap- 
ance.  pened  to  be  a  Day  of  HumiHation,  as  they  called 
it,  being  at  the  Time  the  Plague  was  in  Lon- 
don. They  were  gone  to  their  Worfliip  at  the 
Cathedral,  and  I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  go 
there.  When  I  came  to  the  Door,  the  Man 
that  ufed  to  ring  the  Bells  met  me,  and  took 
me  by  the  Hand,  and  led  me  near  the  Pulpit, 
where  the  Bifhop  was  preaching  j  he  thought 
he  had  got  a  Prejbyterian  Convert,  and  did  not 
take  off  my  Hat,  till  he  faw  the  People  gaze 
at  me,  which  he  obferving,  took  my  Hat  off 
and  laid  it  by.  I  flood  there  till  the  Bifhop 
had  done  Preaching,  the  People's  Eyes  were 
on  me,  and  I  fpoke  what  the  Lord  gave  me 
to  fay,  warning  them  to  Repent,  or  the  Lord 
would  bring  a  Scourge  over  them,  and  Scale  their 
Walls  without  a  Ladder :  The  Bifhop  called  to 
the  Mayor  and  Officers  to  take  me  away,  but 
the  Dread  of  the  Lord's  Power  was  over  them, 
they  all  fat  ftill,  and  did  not  moleft  me.  When 
I  had  delivered  the  Lord's  Meffage,  I  went  to- 
wards the  Door,  where  the  Man  that  led  me  in 
met  me,  and  took  me  by  the  Hand,  having  my 
Hat  in  his  other  Hand ;  fo  led  me  to  the  Door, 

put 
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put  my  Hat  on  my  Head,  and  bid  God  fpeed  1665. 
me  welL  UOTSJ 

I  went  to  my  Lodging,  wbich  was  a  public 
Hou(e,  kept  by  John  Gib/on,  he  and  his  Wife 
were  convinced  of  the  Truth  j  there  I  was  mo- 
ved to  write  a  Paper  to  the  Bifliop  and  Magi-  w.  e. 
Urates,  and  the  next  Day  I  went  to  the  Bifhop's  writcth  a 
Houfe  with  it,  he  lived  in  the  City  :  I  knocked  li^^^v-i" 
at  the  Door,  and  the  IVlan  who  led  me  m  and  and  Magi- 
out    of  the  Worfhip-houfe   the  Day    before,  ^^^^^®^ 
opened  the  Door,  and  made  his  Apology,  That 
he  did  me  n'o  Harm  at  the  Church :  I  told  him. 
He  did  well^  and  afked  him  for  the  BiHiop ; 
he  faid,  He  was  gone  to  Dinner^  and  a  great 
many  Gentlemen  with  him ;  for  it  was  a  great 
Meeting  of  them  ;    and  he  told  me,  It  would  be 
better  to  come  when  they  had  dined* 

I  went  back  to  my  Lodging,  and  in  a  little 
Time  came  again,  and  they  having  then  dined,  ^Vent 
I  fent  my  Paper  to  them,  and  they  fent  a  Prieft  withir  to 
to  call  me  up ;  and  as  I  was  going  up  the  Stairs  ^'i^^^^^-^^P 
the  Word  of  the  Lord  faid  unto   me,  I  will 
make  thee  as  a  Wall  of  Brafs  :  There  was  the 
Bifliop,  the  Governor,  the  Mayor,  feveral  Juf- 
tices,    Priefts,  and   divers   others,    in   a   great 
Dining-room  ;  the  Bi(hop  fat  with  his  Hat  on, 
and  the  reft  all  flood  bare-headed.      When   I 
came  into  the  Room,  the  Bifliop  rofc  up  from 
his  Seat,  put  off  his   Hat,  and  met  me  with 
feveral  low  Bows;  but  I  was  as  a  Wall  of  Brafs, 
and  flood  in  the  Power  of  the  Lord,  that  was 

with 
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1665.  with  me,  which  fmote  him  ;  then  he  fat  dowff J 
^-^^/"^  and  told  me,  that  PFbat  Ifaid  at  their  Worfbip 
the  Day  before  was  true,    and  he  preached  the 
fame^  and  pointed  to   two  of  the  Priefts,  fay- 
ing, T^hey  preached  the  fame ^  therefore  there  was 
no  Need  of  me.     I  told  him,  'The  more  Preachers 
of  Truth  the  better^  and  there  was  Need  enough ; 
and  he  being  BifJoop  there^  ought  to  encourage  me  j 
he  faid,  He  mufi  know  what  1  came  to  the  City 
The  Bi-   for^  and  who  fent  me^  and  bid  the  Mayor  cx- 
^^^rltr     ^"^^'^^  "^^  •  ^°  ^^  Mayor  came  from  among  the 
the  Mayor  reft,  and  afked  me,  Where  I  dwelt '^  I  told  him 
toexa-     In  the  ^leenS'County -y  he  afked,    what  Trade  I 
He  was  a  *  "^^^  ^  *^  ^^^^  him,  A  Plowman-y  he  afked  my 
ttndev(^\- Bufnefs  there,  and  who  Jent  me?   I  told  him, 
nted  Man  jf^^  j^^j.^  j^ji^^   Qyip.  j^^^  ^^^   ^^    ^^^^  ^^^^, 

to  repent,  or  he  would  lajh  them  with  his  yudg- 
meuts.  As  I  declared  this,  the  Lord's  Power 
reached  him,  and  he  could  not  refrain  from 
Tears,  being  a  tender-fpirited  Man  ;  fo  he  went 
back  behind  the  reft. 

TheBi-  T^Q  Biftiop  feeing  this,  was  amazed,  and 
ihop  ami-  bid  two  of  his  Waiting-men  take  me  into  the 
'^^'^'  Battery,  and  make  me  eat  and  drink  :  So  they 
took  me  by  the  Arms  down  the  Stairs,  and  bid 
me  go  into  the  Buttery  to  eat  and  drink  j  I  told 
them,  /  would  not  eat  or  drink  there  ;  but  they 
urged  me,  faying,  /  heard  their  Lord  command 
them  to  make  me  eat  a?id  drink.  I  afked  them. 
If  they  were  Chrillians  at  that  Houfe?  They 
faid,  Tes;  then  faid  I,  Let  your  Tea  be  Tea,  and 
your  Nay  be  N^y,  for  that  ts  Cbfift's  Command , 

I  faid^ 
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I  faid,  /  will  not  eat  or  drink  here^  and  you  take  1665. 
no  Notice  of  it^  being  acctifiomed  to  break  your  lea  ^^'"V^ 
and  Nay :  So  they  flood  filent,  and  let  me  go, 
for  the  Lord's  Power  aftonifhed  them,  and  was 
over  them  all. 

I  went  to  my  Lodging,  and  v/as  moved  of 
the  Lord  to  write  a  Paper,  and   put   it  on  the,.^  p 
Gates,  of  the  City,  and  to  declare    the  Lord's  writetlia 
MelTage  through    the   Streets  5    accordingly   I  .>'aper,puM 
wrote  a  Paper  that  Evening,  and   was  moved  Gatesl  ^ 
in  the  Morning,  firft  to  go  to   the  Mayor ;  {o 
went  to  his  Houfe,  and  told  him  the  MefTage 
I  had  to  the  City  ;  he  faid,  I'he  Bijloop  had  chid 
him  the  Day  before^  becaufe  he  did  not  fend  me 
to  Prifon  ;  but  he  did  not  intend  to  do  it,  fo  long 
as  the  Law  would  bear  him  harmlefs,  and  wi^jed 
he  had  me  livi?2g  by  him,  I fJmdd  foo?i  have  ano- 
ther to  help  to  fupprefs  Wickednejs :  So  I   went 
from  the   Mayor,  and  beginning   near  Water-  the 
Gate,  1   founded    the   Lord's  MelTage  through  ^-^^^'^ 
the  Streets  ;  it  was  dreadful  to  the  People,  and  wa'niin? 
feveral  ran  as  before  naked  Swords.     As  I  came  ^o  Lon- 
near  the  main  Guard,  a  Soldier  being  at  the  ^^^"'^"^y* 
Door  mocked,  but  in  the  Dread  of  the  Lord's 
Power  I  looked  in  at  the  Guard-houfe  Door, 
and  cried,  Soldiers  I  All  Repent:  The  Soldiers 
on  the  Guard  were  fmitten,  as  Men  aiirighted, 
for  the  Power    of  the  Lord   was   mighty,  in 
which  I  performed   this  Service;  and  when   I 
had  done,  I  put  a  Paper  on   the  Gates,  as  the 
Lord  moved  me.     Being  clear,  I  left  the  City, 
and  vifited  Friends'    Meetings  in  the  North* 

1  and 
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and    they  admired  the   Lord's  Goodnefs  that 
V"V"^  carried  me  through  that  Service  without  a  Pri- 
fon. 

The  fame  Day  I  left  Londonderry,  the  Bi- 

fliop  took  his  Journey    towards  Dubliti,  and, 

G.  Wild  ^^   ^  ^^^  informed   by    thofe  who  faid    they 

Bifliop  of  heard  him,  he  preached  a  Sermon  before  the 

Londcrn-   Lqi-^  Lieutenant  and  Government  againft  the 

^akerSy  comparing  us  to  Korah,  Dathan  and 

Abtram^  i^i'g'ng  them  with  many  Arguments 

to  (upprefs  US;  but  he  was  taken   fick   in  the 

Worlhip-houfe,  carried  to  his  Lodging,    and 

died,  having  preached  his  laft  Sermon  againft 

the  Lord's  People  and  Servants,  who  truly  fear 

him. 

The  People   oi  ■  Londonderry  afterwards  re- 

membred  thefe  Warnings,  and  fpoke  of  them 

in  their  great  Diflrefs  in  the  laft  Siege,  when 

Thoufands  died   miferably  for  want    of  Bread, 

and  through  other    Miferies,  T^he  Lord  having 

The         fcaled  their  Walls  uitfjout   a  Ladder,  yet  fuf- 

abovefliid  fered  not  their  Enemies  to  get  the  City  with 

fulfilled^  Force  of    Arms,    or  Scaling-Ladders.      And 

thus  the  Warning  before  given  them  was  tul- 

hlled. 

1669.       In  the  Year  1669,  George  Fox  came  to  Ire— 

Meetings  ^^^d,  and  ieverai  Friends  in  the  Miniiiry  with 

for  Difci-  him  )  he  fettled   Men  and  Womeos-Meetings 

SecT  ^'^^'  ^"^°"g  Friends    throughout  the  Nation,  /.  e, 

That  faithful  Men  and  lVonu:n  jhould  tale  Cire 

in 
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in  the  Government  of  Church- Affairs,  among  our 
own  Society^  which  were  and  are  of  great  Ser-  ^""^'v'^ 
vice.  I  was  much  ealed  by  it,  as  I  told  George 
I'ox  at  that  Time,  for  I  had  a  great  Concern 
in  thofe  Things,  which  had  lain  heavy  upon 
my  Spirit  for  leveral  Years  before  ;  this  gave 
every  faithful  Friend  a  Share  of  the  Burthen. 
I  travelled  with  G.  F.  from  Place  to  Place  in  W.K. 
the  feveral  Provinces.  When  he  had  anfwered  ^IJhG.p. 
his  Service  here,  and  was  gone  for  England^  I 
laboured  among  Friends  in  this  Nation,  both 
in  Dodrine  and  Church-Difcipline,  the  Lord 
hiving  given  me  an  Underflanding  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  his  Church,  and  his  heavenly 
Pjwer  attending,  which  enabled  me  to  go 
through,  and  carried  me  over  all  Oppolition. 


SECT.    VIII. 

Of  his  various  Travels,  Perils,  and  Exercifes, 
both  by  Sea  and  hanc^  in  America,  whither 
be  went  in  the  Service  of  the  Go/pel  in  167 1» 
A?2d  of  the  Vifion  he  had  in  his  Return ^  con-- 
cerning  an  approaching  Scarcity  for  two 
Tears  j  though  then  a  T^ime  of  Plenty, 

IN  the  Year  167 1,  I  had  Movingsupon  my    i^yi'^ 
Spirit  to  travel   to  the  IVeft-lndieSy  which 
Thing  had  remained   with  me  for  fome  Time 
I  2  before- 
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1671.  before:  So  I  went  to  the  Half-YearVMeetIng 
^^-^'"v-y  at  Dubli22  in  the  third  Month,  where  I  ac-s- 
tenVto"'  quainted  Friends  with  my  intended  Journey, 
viik  who  had  Unity  therewith,  and  the  Lord's  Pre^ 

tir\\Mr  ^^^^^  ^"^  Power  appeared  mightily  among  us, 
indies.      to  our  great  Copifort,  Confirmation  and  Satis- 
faction.    When    the  Service  of  the  Meeting 
was  over,  I  parted   there  with  my   Wife  and 
Friends  in  much  Tendernefs,  under  a  heavenly 
Senfe  of  the  Lord's  Prefence  j  fo  took  Shipping, 
Liverpool  ^^^   landed   near  Liverpool,  from   thence  tra- 
Loudon,    veiled  to  London^  and  came  there  on  the  firft 
Mectm      ^^y  ^^  ^^^^  YearlyrMeeting,  and  abode  until 
the  Meeting  was  over.     I  alfoftaid  fome  Weeks 
after  vifiting  Friends  in  their  Meetings. 

W  E.  Now  feveral  Friends  in   the  Miniftry  were 

ivithfeve-  t^gje^  ready  to  go  to  the  Weft-Indies  in  Truth's 
SitoA-''  Service,  viz.  George  Fcx,  Jho^a^Briggs,  Johi 
nierxa.      St^ibbs,   'J aiiies  Lanc after,  RoberfWiaders,  and 
ieveral  others ;  we  went  together  in  one  VeiTel 
bound  for  'Jamaica,  but  intended   to  touch  at 
Barbadoes,     We    had  many  precious  comforts. 
The  Lord  able    Meetings   aboaiti  the  Ship,  but    in    out 
de  ivercd  Voyage  were  chafed  by  a  Pirate,  a  SaUeeman, 
a  bai  eel"^  which  in   a  Moon-light  Night  came  up  with 
man.         us,  and  was  re^dy  to  board  us,  but  immediately 
\^^^  A     a  Cloud  covered  us,  gnd  a  fre(h  Gale, of  Wind 
couut  of    out  of  the  Cloud  carried  us  cleaf  away.     Thus 
thi^  the  Lord  eminently  idstdi  us  cut  of  their  Hands^ 

fee^T.^^s    V^'^  W^rp  afterwards  genainly  informtd  who  he 
jpui-jja',    was. 

ibl.  Several 
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Several  of  us  landed  in  BarbadoeSy  in  the 
eighth  Month,  1671,  and  James  Lancafier, 
John  Cart  Wright  and  George  Pattijon  went 
in  the  Ship  to  Jamdica.  At  Barbadoes  we 
had  great  Service  for  the  Lord  and  the  Good 
of  People,  many  were  convinced  and  turned  to 
the  Lord,  and  brought  into  the  Way  of  Life 
and  Peace. 

After  we  had  laboured  there  fomeTimein  the 
Service  of  Truth,  'Thomas  Briggs  my  Fellow- 
Traveller  and  I,  were  moved  of  the  Lord  to 
vifit  the  Leeward- JJlands J  and  Col.  Morris  in  Col.  Mor- 
Barbadoes  would  go  with  us:  So  we  took  Ship-  "^' 
ping,  and   in  four  Days  landed  in   Antigua, 
where   we   had   great   Meetings,    and   many  Many 
were  convinced  and  turned   to  the  Lord  j  fe_  ^°'Y'"^'^^ 
veral  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  Officers  and  chief  gua. 
Men  came  to  Meetings,  and  confeiTed  to  the 
Truth,  which   we  declared  in  the   Power  of 
God.     This  foon   went  abroad   and  alarmed 
the  other  lilands. 

When  we  were  clefcr  to  leave  Antigua,  we 
found  our  Spirits   drawn  to  vifit  the  liland  of  Nevis, 
JSfevis,  and  Col.  Wenthrop^  (who  had  been  Go-  ^°^-  ^^  ^": 
vernor  of  Antigv.a,  being  convinced,  he   and  Famifvre- 
his  Family  received  the  Truth,  we  had  feveral  ceived 
large  heavenly  Meetings  in  hisHoufe,)  would  ^'^^•^■"^^' 
go  with  us  to  AVwV,  and  having  a  Vellel  of  his 
own,  (liipped  us  in  it,  with  himfelf.  Col.  Mor- 
ris^ their  Waitingmen  and  Seamen.     So  we  fet 
S^il  from  Antigua,  and  in  the  Way  we  touched  Antigua. 
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1671.   at  a   little  Ifland   called    Barbada^  where  we 

^;OC^  made  a  little  Stay,  and  had  fome  Service  for 
Barbada.    ^^^^^^ 

Nevis.  Then  we  failed   to   Nevis,  and  when   we 

W.  E.iin-  came  near  the  Ifland  I  was  under  great  Exercife 

der  great   of  Spirit,  for  1  found  fomcthing  working  againffc 

at^Sea/    "^>  ^"^  ^^^  Teftimony  we  had  to  bear  for  God. 

I  told  the  two  Colonels,  That  there  was  fome^ 

thing  working  againft  us,  and  defired  them   as 

foon  as  we  dropped  Anchor^  immediately  to  go  in 

their  Boat,  and  not  to  flay  drejjing  and  trim- 

ming  themfehes,  as  they  and  fuch  Perjons  uje  to 

do  :  So  would  they  only  be  taken  Notice  of  as  be^ 

ing  great  Perfojjs :  And  perhaps  we  might  come 

privately  after  them,  and  get  jome  Service  for 

Truth  among  the  People  in  the  Ifland,  before  we 

were  taken  much  Notice  of-,  but  they  thought 

their  great  Name  would  have  gone  overall 

Oppofiiion. 

Thevc  a       ^°  when  they  carre  to  Anchor,  they  went 
Anchor,    to  trim  and  drefs  themfelves  as  ufually  ;  this 
took  up  fome  Time.     I  was  under  a  Weight  of 
Trouble ;  and  when  they  were  ready  to  go  on 
Shore,  a  Marihal  came  aboard,  with  Orders 
from  the  Governor,  That  noneflmdd  come  afl^ore, 
until  he   knew  whence  the  Veffel  came,  and  who 
were  in  her*     Then  we  were  all  ftaid  aboard 
None  per- the  Veffe),  and  a   MefTenger  fent  to  the  Go- 
mitted  to  vernor,  who  prefently  fent  an  Officer  and  Sol- 
iho°re.      ^^^^^   abcsrJ,     with   ftricl   Command,     That 
ngne  of  us  J}:>ould  go  Qfliore^  or  any  come  from 
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^ore  to  fpeak  ivith  us,  upon  Penalty  of  a  great  i6yi. 
Fine  \  but  the  Officer  and  Soldiers  were  very  v-^'^r*^ 
kind,  and  fuffered  feveral  Friends  to  come 
aboard  to  vifit  us.  There  were  feveral  honeft 
tender  Friends  in  that  Ifland,  who  were  joy- 
ful at  our  Coming  to  vifit  them  ;  they  ven- 
tured their  Fines,  and  came  aboard  to  us, 
and  we  were  rcfrefhed  together  in  the  Lord 
Jefus. 

The  Governor  fent  for  the  Mafter  of  the 
Veflel,  who  was  no  Friend,  and  bound   him  The  Ma. 
in  a  Bond  of  One  Thoufand  Pounds  SterL  to  f^er  ^onnd 
carry  us  back  to  Antigua :  But  there  came  on  penuSv. 
Board   us  one  Col.  Stapleton,  who   was  Go-  q^-^  g^^, 
vernor   of  Mount ferr at ^  and   feveral   Men  ofpicton 
Account  with  him.     I  told  them,  It  was  very  ^^o^'^^nor 
hard  Ufage,  that  we  being  Englifh  Men^  and  feirat. 
coming fo  far  as  we  had  done  to  vifit  our  Country- 
men^ could  not  be  admitted  to  come  on  Shore,  to 
refref}:)  ourfehes,  within  King  Charles'5  Domi- 
nions,  after  Jucb  a  long  Voyage :  Col.  Stapleton 
faid,  It  was  true^  but,  faid   he,  we  hear  that 
fince  your  Coming  to  the  Carribbee-Iflands,  there 
are  Seven  Hundred  of  our  Militia  turned  Qua-  Reported 
kers ;  and  the  Quakers   will  not  fight ^  and  we  ^iiat  700 
have  Need  oj  Men  to  fight ^  being  furrounded^^^^^.^ 
with  Enemies,  and  that  is  the  very  Rea/on,  whv  turned 
Governor  Wheeler  will  not  fuffer  you  to  come  Qii^^^r^* 
ajliore. 

So  by  the  Order  of  the  Governor  we  were 
carried  back  to  Antigua,  where  we   were  re- 
ceived 
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1 67 1,  ceived  with  Gladnefs,  and  had   great  Service, 

};^r^^^^  many  of  all  Sorts  flocked  to  Meetings,  and  ge- 

floSo    nerally  confelTed  to   the   Truth.     When  our 

Meetings.  Spirits  Were  clear  of  the  Service  in  that  Ifland, 

we  returned  to  Barbadoes, 

And  my  Companion  Thomas  Bn'ggs  being  ta- 
ken very  fick,  Col.  We?2throp  took  us  to  Barba* 
does  in  his  own  Veflel,  and  went  along  with  us, 
he  having  received  the  Truth  in  the  Love  of  it. 
Barbadoes  When  we  came  to  Barbadoes  Friends  were 
glad,  and  G.  F.  was  there  in  the  Lord's  Service^ 
We  had  many  large  precious  Meetings,  the 
Lord's  Power  and  Prefence  accompanied  his 
Teftimony  and  Work  committed  to  us;  and 
many  were  brought  into  the  Way  of  Life  and 
Peace  with  God. 

When  we  were  clear  in  our   Service,  we 
T  m  *ca.    *°°^  Shipping  for  yamaica,  viz.   George  Fox, 
Robert  WidderSy  Solomon  Ekcles,  Elizabeth  Hoo- 
ion  and  I,  being  about  ten   Days  at  Sea,  we 
Pojt        landed  at   Port-Royal  in   "Jamaica.     We  tra- 
Roya^.      veiled  much  in  that  Ifland,  and  had  good  Ser- 
vice  in  gathering  People  to  the   Lord   Jefus 
Chrift,    and   fettling  Meetings   among   them. 
James  Lancafter  and  I  travelled  over  that  call- 
Diabolo.    ^^   Mount- Diabolo,  to  the  North-fide  of  the 
Ifland,  where  the   People  received   us  gladly, 
and  came  to  Meetings,  feveral  were  convinced 
and  received  the  Truth  ;  we  fettled  a  Meeting 
there  for  the  Worll:iip  of  God. 

After 
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After  foiiie  Time  of  Labour  in  the  Gofpel 
ofChrift,  having  finilhed  our  Service   in  that  ^>^W 
Ifland,     we  committed    them    to    the    Lord's 
Keeping,  and   took    Shipping    for   Maryland', 
but  Elizabeth  Booton  died   in  Jamaica,  being  Elizabeth 
an  ancient  Woman.     We    left  ^ohmon  Eccles  ^J^'f':'^ 
there  in  Truth's  Service,  the  reft  of  us  in ipped  Jamaica, 
with  G,  F.  for  Maryland,     We  had  great  Ex- 
ercife  and  Perils  in   this  Voyage,  in  the   Gulf  ^[^^^j^^f* 
of  Florida,  being  forely  diftreifed  with  contrary  Gulf  of  ^ 
Wind  and  tempeftuous  Weather,  that  lay  hea-  Florida^ 
vy  upon  us  feveral  Days  and  Nights :  We  were 
alfo  much  bruifed  and  tired  -,  but  the  Lord  had 
Mercy   upon  us,  who  con^mands  the  Winds, 
and  lofty  Waves  of  the  Sea  to  be  dill,  and  they 
obey  him.     Alfo  by  the   Lord's  providential 
Hand  we  efcaped  an  eminent  Danger  of  being 
taken  by  a  Privateer.     At  length  we  got  with- 
in the  Cape  of  Virginia,  and  up  the  great  Bay  ^^^pccf 
of  Che/eapeak,  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Patuxent-  p^^^xent- 
River  in  Maryland,  where  we  anchored  ;  but  River  in 
a  violent  Storm  ariling  we  could  not  get  a{hore  ^'^^ryland^ 
for  feme  Days,  though  oar  Provifion  and  Wa- 
ter   were    fpent.     When    the    Storm    ceafed. 
Friends   hearing  of  us,  came  in  a  Beat   and 
fetched  us  afhore. 

Here  we  met  with  John  Burfiyeai  ready  to  john 
take  Shipping  for  England.     We    had   feveral  Burnyeat; 
large  heavenly  Meetings,  and  the  Lord's  Power 
and   Pre{e*ice  with  us,  to  our  great  Comfort: 
Then  we  travelled  feverally  in  oiir  Services,  as 
the  Lord  ordered  us ;  George  Fox,  John  Burn-* 

K  yeat^ 
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yeatj  and  feveral  other  Friends  accompanying 
%^/^  them,  travelled  to  New-England.  I  took  Boat, 
jafjjj"  "^'and  went  to  Virginia,  where  Things  were 
Virginia,  much  out  of  Order ;  but  the  Lord's  Power  and 

Teftimony  went  over  all.     When  I  had  got 

feveral  powerful  Meetings  among  them,  and 
Meeting  thejr  Minds  a  little  fettled,  fo  that  Truth  had 
iSine^fet-  g^^  fome  Hold,  I  appointed  a  Men's-Meeting 
tied  there,  for  the  fettling  of  them  in  the  Way  of  Truth's 

Difcipline. 

Afterwards,  it  being  upon  me,  I  travelled 

To  Caro-.to  Caroii?ia,  and  two  Friends  accompanied  mc, 

AW'irt  -*^  being  all  Wildernefs,  and  no  £«^///7^  Inhabit- 

nefsTra-  3nts  Or  Path-ways,  but  fome  marked  Trees  to 

vfei.         guide  People  :  The  firft  Day's  Journey  we  did 

pretty  well,  and  lay  that  Night  in  the  Woods, 

as  we  often  ufed  to  do  in   thofe  Parts.     The 

next  Day   being  wet  Weather  we  were  forely 

foiled  in  Swamps  and  Rivers,  and  one  of  the 

two  that  were  with  me  for  a  Guide,  was  at  a 

fland  to  know  which  Way  the  Place  lay  we 

were  to  go  to  :  I  perceiving  he  was  at  a  Lofs, 

W.  E.      turned  my  Mind  to  the  Lord,  and  as  he  led 

leads  the  nie,  I  led  the  Way.     So  we  travelled  in  many 

"Wiv  thro  . 

aniin-  Difficulties  until  about  Sun-fet;  then  they  told 
known  me,  T'hey  could  travel  no  farther 'y  for  they  both 
Defart.  fainted,  being  weak- fpirited  Men :  I  bid  them 
ftay  there,  and  kindle  a  Fire,  and  I  would  ride 
a  little  farther,  for  I  faw  a  bright  Horizon  ap- 
pear through  the  Woods,  which  Travellers 
take  as  a  Mark  of  fome  Plantation  ;  fo  rode  on 
to  it,  and  found  it  was  only  tali  Timber  Trees 

without 


William    Edmundson,  67 

without  Underwood  :  But  I  perceived  a  fmall 
Path,  which   I  followed  till  it  was  very  dark,  ^^""n^^, 
and  rained   violently  5  then  I  alighted  and  fet 
my  Back  to  a  Tree,  till  the  Rain  abated  :  But  ^^Jj*„^^;j  ^^ 
it  being  dark,  and  the  Woods  thick,  I  walked  Night  be- 
all   Night  between  two  Trees;    and  though  ^^^^f;^^^^ 
very   weary,    I  durft  not   lie   down    on    the 
Ground,  for  my  Cloaths  were  wet  to  my  Skin. 
I  had  eaten  little  or  nothing  that  Day,  neither 
had  I  any  Thing  to  refrefli  me  but  the  Lord. 
In  the  Morning  I   returned   to  feck  my  two 
Companions,    and    found    them    lying    by   a 
great  Fire  of  Wood :   I  told   them   how  I  had 
fared  ;  he  that  (hould  have  been   the  Guide, 
would  have  perfuaded  me,  that  we  were  gone 
paft  the   Place  where  we   intended ;  but  my 
Mind  drew  to   the  Path  which  I  had  found 
the  Night  before  :  So  I  led  the  Way,  and  that 
Path   brought  us  to    the  Place  where  we  in- 
tended, viz.  Henry  Phillips'^  Houfe  by  Albe-  Henry 
mark  River.  ^J'^i" . 

marle-RI- 

He  and  his  Wife  had  been  convinced  of  the  ^'^^• 
Truth  in  New- England,  and  came  thereto  live, 
who  having  not  feen  a  Friend  for  feven  Years 
before,  they  wept  for  Joy  to  fee  us ;  yet  it 
Ixeing  on  a  firft  Day  Morning  when  we  got 
there,  although  I  was  weary  and  faint,  and 
my  Cloaths  all  wet,  I  defired  them  to  fend  to 
the  People  there-away  to  come  to  a  Meeting 
about  the  Middle  of  the  Day,  and  I  would  lie 
down  upon  a  Bed,  and  if  I  llept  too  long,  that 
th«y  (hould  awake  me.  Now  about  the  Hour 
K  2  appointed 
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appointed  many  People  came,  but  they  ha4 
k^'y^  Jittle  or  no  Religion,  for  they  came  and  fat 
down  in  the  Meeting  fmoking  their  Pipes;  but 
in  a  little  Time  the  Lord's  TefVi'mony  arofe  in 
the  Authority  of  his  Power,  and  their  Hearts 
being  reached  with  it,  feveral  of  them  were 
tendered  and  received  the  Teftimony.  After 
Meeting  they  defired  me  to  ftay  with  them, 
and  let  them  have  more  Meetings. 

Juftice  Qne  TemSy  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  hi$ 

Terns  and  y^jfg  ^g^e  at  the  Meeting,  who  received    the 

yiilcedaf  Truth  with  Gladnefs,  and  defired  to  have  the 

the  Truth  next  Meeting  at  their  Houfe,  about  three  Miles 

ralmhm'  cfF;  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Water  ;  fo  we  had 

jbonaftcr.  a  Meeting  there  the  next  Day,  and  a  bleiTed 

Meeting  it  was ;  for  feveral  were  tendered  with 

a  Senfe   of  the   Power   of  God,  received  the 

Truth  and  abode  in  it. 

I  could  fiiy  no  longer  with  them  at   that 
Time,  for   I  had  appointed  a  Men's-Meeting 
Virgiiiia.  in  Firgtnia^  the  fifth  Day  of  that  Week,  Things 
being  much  out   of  Order  among  them;  fo  I 
took  my  Leave  of  them  in  the  Love  of  God, 
and  began  my  Journey  the  third  Day  Morn- 
ing with  piy  two    Fellow-Travellers.     I  had 
xy  Y:       rode  but  a  few  Miles  before  I  was  feized  with 
fei'ed*      orievous  Gripes,  and  a  Weaknefs  in  rny  Bow- 
jvith  great  gjg^  occafioned  by  the  great  i^urfeit  I  got  witl^ 
jipdy.°     thofe  Hardfliips  in  coming  thither;  my  Wa- 
ter ran  from  me  as  it  came,  for  I  could  not 
hold  it :  I  rode  in  great  Paiii  tl)at  Day,  and 
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^t  Night  lay  in  the  Wildernefs.     Soon   after  1672. 
we  alighted  off  our  Horfet ;  my  two  Fellow-  ^-^^vy. 
Travellers,  that  fhould  have  helped  me,  fell 
fick  and  fainted  :  So  I  was  forced  to  rife,  kin- 
dle a  Fire  and  fodder  the.Horfes.     After  fome 
Time  they    recovered  from  their  fainty   Fitj 
the  Lord   was  merciful,  and  bore  up  my  Spi- 
rit that  Night,  the  next  Day  we  got  to  Vir-  A  Men's 
ginia  to  the  Men's-Meeting,  and  the   Lord's  |^y|i"f. 
Power    was   with   us,    and    Friends   received  nia. 
Truth's  Difcipline  in  the  Love  of  it,  as  former- 
ly  they   had  received    the  Dodtrine  of  Truth, 
for  which   they  were  great  Sufferers   in    the 
Spoiling  of  their  Goods,  the  Governor  being  a 
very  peevifh  Man,  and  much  fet  againfl  Truth 
^nd  Friends. 

Now  Friends  defired  to  have  another  Men*s 
Meeting  before  I  left  thofe  Parts ;  fo  we  ap- 
pointed another,  and  the  Time  and  Place  men- 
tioned.    In  the  mean  Time  I  travelled  to  feve- 
ral  Places  in  that  Country,  and  had  comfortable 
Meetings  with   Friends,  and    travelled    thirty 
Miles  above  yames-Towr2j    to  a   Place  called 
Qreen- Springs^  where  were  feveral   convinced  Creea 
People,  and  a  Meeting  had  been  fettled  there,  Springs 
but  was  loft,  the  People   being   ftumbled  in 
their  Minds,  andfcattered  by  the  evil  Example 
of  one   Thomas   Newhou/e,    who   had  been    a  Thomas 
Preacher  among  them,  and  went  from  Truth  Newhoufc 
into  the  Filth  and  Uncleannefs  of  the  World.  ^^'5-2/° ' 
Then  I  got  them  together,  and  fettled  a  Meet- 
ing J  they  v^cre  glad  thereof  and  much  com- 
forted. 
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forted,  as  Sheep  that  had  been  aftray,  and  re- 
^^'W;  turned  again  to  the  Shepherd,  Chrift  Jefus:  Sd 
I  left  them  tender  and  loving. 

As  I  returned,  I  had  fomething  upon  me  to 
W.  E.vi-viiit  the  Governor,  Sir  William  Barclay^  and 
fits  the      to  fpeak  with  him  about  Friends'  Sufferings. 
STirgf  So  I  went  about  fix  Miles  out  of  my  Way  to 
nis.         fpeak  with   him,  accompanied  with  William 
Garret^  an  honeft  ancient  Friend.     I  told  the 
Governor,  T!hat  I  came  frotn  Ireland,  where  his 
Brother  was  Lord  Lieutenant^  who  was  kind  to 
our  Friends ;  and  if  he  had  any  Service  for  me 
to  his  Brother y  I  would  willingly  do  it :  And  as 
•his  Brother  was  kind  to  our  Friends  in  Ireland, 
/  hoped  he  would  be  jo  to  our  Friends  in  Virginia. 
He  was  very  peevifh  and  brittle,  and  I   could 
faften  Nothing  upon  him  with  all  the  foft  Ar- 
guments I  could  ufe  J  fo  when  I  had  done  my 
Endeavours  and  was  clear,  I  left  him. 

Jiiffice  I  came    that  Night   to   Juftlce   I'averners 

Taverner,  Houfe,  hi&  Wife  was  a  Friend,  and  he  loving 

fevJili^   to  Friends;  the  next  Day  was  the  MenVMeet- 

Miies  to  a  ing  at  William  Wright's,  Houfe,  the  Juftice  and 

Meeting,   his  Wife  went  to  the  Meeting,  about  eight  oc 

nine  Miles,  and  there  were  leveral  other  Per^ 

fons  of  Note  came  to  the  Meeting,  particularly 

Major  Ge^  Richard  Bennett  alias.  Major  General  Bennet 

.  neral  Ben- and    Colonel   Teve,  wrth  others,  and  a   great 

Coi.Teve  "^^ny  Friends  j  fome  came  a  great  Way  to  that 

^'c.  ata    Meeting,  and  a  blefled    heavenly    Meeting  it 

y^^^*^%'   yy^as  j  many  wef e  tendered  by  the  Lord's  Fow, 
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er,  and  the  Witnefs  of  God   reached,  which 
anfwered  to  the  Truth  of  the  Lord's  Teftimony,  *»^"V"^. 
that  was  declared  to  them  in  his  Power.     We 
had  firft  a  Meeting  for   the  Worship  of  God, 
then  Friends  drew  into  a  large  upper  Room 
to  the  Men's-Meeting,  where  I  was  with  them 
in  fettling  the  Affairs  of  the  Church.     Juftice 
^averners  Wife  came   to  me,  and  told   me, 
^bat  the  Major  General^  Col,  Teve,  and  others  Both 
were  be  low  y  /laying  to  [peak  with  me-,  io  I  went  ^°Jl^r^"® 
down   to  them :    They   were  courteous,  and  £ed. 
faid  T'hey  only  (laid  to  fee  me,  and  acknowledged 
what  I  had  fpoken  in  the  Meeting  was  Truth. 
I  told  them  the  Reafon  of  our  Friends*  drawing 
apart  from  them  was,  7o  lay  down  a  Method,  The  End 
to  provide  for  our  poor  Widows  and  fatherlefs ':^^'^^^^' 
Children ;  to  take  Care  that  no  Dijorders  were  Dffcipiine 
cominitted  in  our  Society  ;  and  that  all  lived  or- 
derly, according  to  what  they  profefjed:  Alfo  in- 
formed them,  T^hat  in  England  and  other  Places, 
we  had  fuch  Meetings  fettled  for  that  Service , 
the  Major  General  replied,  He  was  glad  to  hear 
there  was  fuch  Care  and  Order  among  us ;  and 
wijhed  it  had  been  fowith  others:  He  further  faid. 
He  was  a  Man  of  great  EJiate,  and  many  of  our  jjie  m^  • 
Friends  were  meaji  Men,  therefore  he  defired  to  jor  Gens- 
contribute  with  them.     He  like  wife  afked   me,  J^ysoJeT. 
How  I  was  treated  by  the  Governor^  he  having 
heard  that  I  was  with  him ;  I  told  him,  T^hat 
he  was  brittle  and  peevifJo,  and  I  could  get  No- 
thing faftened  on  him.    He  afked  me,  If  the  Go- 
vernor called  me  Dog,  Rogue,  &c  ?  I  faid,  No, 
be  did  not  call  me  fo.     Then   faid  he,  Tou  took 

him 
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him  in  his  befi   Humour^  they  being   his  ufuat 

^-'"V^*^  'Terms  when  he  is  angry,  for  he  is  an  Enemy  to 

every  Appearance  of  Good.     They  were  tender 

and  loving,  fo  we  parted,  the   Major  General 

defiring  to  fee  me  at  his  Houfe,  which  I  was 

Major  Ge-  willing  to  do,  and  accordingly  went.     He  was 

nerai  Ben- a  brave,  folid,  wife  Man,  received  the  Truth. 

net  rp-  —  * 

ceivedthe  ^"d  died  in  the  fame,  leaving  two  Friends  his 

Tnith  and  ExCCUtOrS. 

died 

therein. 

Now,  when  I  had  been  lome  Time  with 
Friends  in  Virginia^  and  had  many  fweet  fer- 
viceable    Meetings  among  them,  and  Things 
fomewhat  fettled,  I  found  my  Spirit  clear  of 
that  Service,  fo  took  Boat  and   went  back  to 
Maryland  Maryland^  where  I  ftaid  fevcral  Meetings,  the 
Lord's   Power    and    Prefence   accompanying, 
that  made  hard  Things  eafy.     When   I  was 
clear  there,  I  took  PafTage  by  Sea,  and  about 
New-       ten  Days  after  landed  fafe  at  New-York^  where 
York,       no  Friends  lived,     ^ohn  Evans  of  Jamaica  be- 
ing in  my  Company  at  that  Time,  we  lodged 
at  a  Dutch  Woman's  Houfe,  who  kept  an  Inn: 
And  I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  get  a  Meeting 
in  that  Town,  for  there  had  not  been  one  there 
The  firft    before ;  fo  I  fpoke  to  the  Woman  of  the  Houfe 
Meeting    fo  let  US  have  a  Meeting,  who  was  very  willing, 
York,^^"    ^"^  \^^^^  have  a  large  Dining-room;  alfo  fur- 
nifhed  it  with  Seats.     We  gave  Notice  thereof,, 
and  had  a  brave  large  Meeting,  fome  of  the 
chief  Officers,  Magiflrates  and  leading  Men- 
of  the  Town   were  at  itj  very  attentive  they 
were,  the  Lord's  Power  being  over  them  all : 

Several 
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Several  of  them  appeared  very  loving  after  the 
Meeting.     The  Woman  of  the  Houfe  and  her  ^^'V^ 
Daughter  being  Widows,  both  wept  when  wc 
went  away. 


^onz- 


From  thence  I  went  to   "Long-lfland,  where  . 
were  many  honeft  tender  Friends,  and  having  jfiaiid. 
feveral  Meetings  with  them  there,  we  were  well 
refrefhed   and  comforted  together  in  the  Lord, 
From   thence  I  went  to  Shelter- Jf.and,  where  shclfer- 
I  met    with    George   Fox   again,    and    feveral ^^^2»^« 
Friends  with  him,  coming  from  New-Engla?2d 
and  going  to  Virginia.     I  told  him  of  my  Tra- 
vels and  Service  for  the  Lord,  at  the  Hearing  of 
which  he   was  glad,  and  we  praifed  the  Lord 
for  hisGoodnels:  I  told  him  that  I  was  much 
preft  in  Spirit  tobaften  for  Irela7id\  he  told  me 
^hat  Friends  in  New-England  had  heard  of  m6^ 
and  they  expeBed  1  woiild  vifit  them,  and  bejides, 
the  Pafjage  of  Ships  from  tho/e  P  arts  were  flopped  y 
by  reajon  of  IVars  between  Holland  ^W England. 
1  told  him,  I  believed  I  ihould  not  wait   long 
for  a  Paffage  (for  the  Lord  preO:  me)  for  Ire-  ^y  ^, 
landy  and  1  believed  there  was  Need  of  my  Ser-  coniirain- 
vice  there.     So- after  being  two  or  three  Days  r^\^^p'\ 
together  at  Skelter- Ifiand^  we   took  Leave  one 
of  another,  and  parted  in  the  fweet  Love  of 
God. 

After    fome   Day's  Travel    by  Narragarfet,  Narragan- 
and  thofe  Parts,  I  came  to  Uhode-I/land,  where  ^f; 
1  met  with  John  Burnyeat,  John  Stiihhs  and  hi^kl' 
John  Qartwright ;  there   one  Roger  Williams  >!i" 

an 
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an  old  Prieft  and  an  Enemy  to  Truth,  had 
v''V^^  put  forth  fourteen  Propofitions,  as  he  called 
Shibbs  them,  which  he  would  maintain  againft  any 
and  John  of  the  Ridkers,  that  came  from  Old-England^ 
v^rrht  ^"^  challenged  a  Difpute  of  feven  of  them  at 
Roger'  Newport  in  Rhode- IJlajid,  and  the  other  feven 
Wiiirams"  ^t  Providence. 

CJialknge 

I  joined   with    Friends   in     anfwering  this 

Challenge,  at  the  Time  and  Place  appointed 

for  the  Difpute,  which  was  to  be  in  Friends* 

Meeting-houfe  at  New-port;    thither   a   great 

"VV.  E.  s.c.Concourfe   of    People   of  all   Sorts   gathered. 

difputes     When  thofe  Propoiitions,  as  he  called  them, 

Wiilianis  Came  to  be  difcourfed  of,  they  were  all  but  Slan- 

at  New-    ders,  and  Accufations  againfl  the  fakers ;  the 

^°"'        bitter  old  Man  could  make  Nothing  out,  but 

on  the  contrary  they  were  turned   back  upon 

himfelf :  He  was  baffled,  and  the  People  favv 

his  Weaknefs,   Folly,    and  Envy  againft    the 

Truth  and  Friends. 

There  were  many  prejudiced  Baptifls  who 
would  fain  have  helped  the  old  Prieft  againft 
Friends  J  but  they  durft  notundertakehisCharge 
againft  us,  for  they  faw  it  was  falfe  and  weak. 
So  the  Teftimony  of  Truth  in  the  Power  of  God 
was  fet  over  all  his  falfe  Charges,  to  the  great 
Satisfadion  of  the  People. 

When  this  Meeting  was  ended,  which  lafted 
?rovi-  three  Days,  John  Stuhhs  and  I  went  to  Provi- 
dcnce.      j^j2i;g^  accompanied  with  many  Friends,  to  hear 

the 
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the  other  feven  Propolitions,  which  lafted  one 
Day.     jfobfi  Burnyeat  and    'jfohn    Cartwright   CryNi 
going  another  Way  in  Truth's  Service.     Now 
at  Frovidence  there   was  a  very  great  Gather- 
ing of  People,  ho\.h  Prejhyt eri an s,  Btipfi /is  and 
Ranters.     Roger  Williams  being  there,  I  ftood 
up  and   told  him   in  Public,  JVe  had  [pent  Jo 
many  Days   at  Newport,  where  he  could  make 
Nothing  cut  agreeable  to  his  Challenge ;  but  on 
the  contrary    manifefled  his    Clamour,   rafJj  and 
jalfe  Accujaticns,  ivhich  he  could  not  prove  againjl 
us  ;  that  I  was  not  willing  to  Jpend  much  Time 
in   hearing   his  Clamour   and  Jalfe  Accufations, 
having  other  Service  Jor    the   Lord,    therefore 
would  only  Jpcnd  that  Day.     So  he  went  on,  as  Pricff 
he  had  done  at  Newport  in  Rhode- JJland.     We  J^''"''i'"'^'s 
anfwered  to  all  his  Charges  againll  Friends,  pcs'an- ^'' 
and  difproved  them.  Wred 


Now  the  old  prejudiced  Man  was  filenced ; 
then  the  ProfefTors  defired  to  know  our  Belief, 
What  the  Soul  oj  Man  was  made  of?  I  told  them, 
I  believed  what  the  Scriptures  [aid,  that  when 
God  made  Man,  he  breathed  into  Man  the  Breath 
of  Lije,  and  he  became  a  living  Soul ;  afid  that 
it  was  jufficient  for  me  to  know  Chriji  J  ejus  who 
redeemed  my  Soul :  But  ij  any  oJ  them,  that  were 
great  BrofeJJ'ors  and  old  Dijputants,  would  imj-' 
dertake  tojhew,  what  God  made  the  Soul  of  Man 
of,  he  might.  Then  one  that  was  an  ancient 
leading  Man  among  them"  faid,  He  would  not 
meddle  with  it:  This  ended  the  Difpure.  Then 
wc  had  a  fcafonablc  Opportunity  to  open  many 

L  2  Things 


anddif- 

proved. 
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Things  to  the  People,  appertaining  to  the  King-^ 
<-^/^  dom  of  God,  and  Way  of  Eternal  Life  and 
•^^*^|'  Salvation.  The  Meeting  concluded  in  Prayer 
Friends  to  Almighty  God,  .the  People  went  avv^av  fa»- 
^declared  tisfied  and  loving,  Next  Day  we  had  a  Meet- 
pfGod'l?  '"§  ^^  Wariijkk^  not  many  Miles  from  thence; 
^hePeopie  to  .wiiich  moH:  of  thofe  People  came,  and  the 
Warwick.  Lord's  Power  and  Prefence  were  largely  mani^ 

fefted  J  and  after  the  Meeting  the  People  were 

very  loving,  like  Friends. 

Narragaii-      From  thence  'John  Stubbs  went    to  Narra- 

^^^  ^anjet  to  meet  John  Burnyeat^  and  I  went  to 

Jlhode-     Rhode- llla72d  by  Boat,  and  ftaid  fome  Meetings 

lilaud.      there  with  Friends,  and  was  well  rcfredied  to* 

gether  with  them  in  the  Lord.     From  thence 

Sandwich.  ^Q    ^andwifh,  and   had  a  good   Meeting  with 

Friniaie.    Fti^nds,  and  another  at  Scitiiaie ;  lo  to  Bojlon^ 

B^.fton.      and  had  one  Meeting  there^  where  was  a  Ship 

ready  to  fail  for  Ireland^  and  being  preffed  in 

Spirit  to  halien  over,  I  went  aboard,  and  that 

Thomas    Day  \A.'e  fee  Sail.     The  Mafler  of  the  Ship  was 

Edwards  j^j^d,  and  when  I  would  have  a  Meeting,  if  I 

\y"^E?     told  him  of  it,  he  would   go  upon  the   Deck, 

and  call  all  the  People,  and  flay  until  I  ended 

the  Meeting?   Ills  Name  w^^Tho/nas  Edwards^ 

In  three  Weeks  Time  we  tnade  Land  in  Ire^ 
land,  (a  readier  Pailage  feldom  known)  wheri 
we  Ciiine  up  with  the  Land  of  Ireland  the 
Wind  turned  North  Eafl,  and  a  great  Storm 
arofe,  whiph  cleared   oijr   VVay  from   Piiates, 
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there  being  then  three  Dutch  Privateers,  that 
watched  the   Harbours   of  Cork,  Kin/ale   and  ^jf^^"^ 
7oughaL     This  Storm    took   them    from    the  jand-d  at 
Shore  to  the  Southward  ;  fo  the  next  Day  we  Youghal. 
got  into  Youghal,  before  they  returned  to  their 
Port.     There  being  two  Guns  on  Board  our 
Ship,  when   we   came  into  the  Harbour, .  the 
Seamen  would   have  fired  them,  as  their  Cuf^ 
torn  is;  but  the  Mafter  would  not  fuffer  them, 
fay  in  2:,  T^hey  were  blind ^  that  could  not  fee,  it 
was   not  Guns  that  .delivered  them  frotn  their 
Enemies ;  and  that  he  believed  in  his  Conj'ciencey 
it  was  for  my  Sake  they  were  prejcrved ;  and  if 
J  would  go  back  with  him  to  New-England,  ha 
would  give  me  ?ny  PaJJage  free.     I  told   him, 
There   was  an  Hundred   Pounds   Pine^  on   any 
Majier  of  a  Ship  that  fjould  bring  a  Quaker  to 
New-England;  he  faid.  He  would  venture  that, 
if  I  would  go  with  him:  He    was  really  con- 
vinced of  the  Truth,  and  made    feniible  that  The  Ma^ 
the  Lord's  Power  was  with  me;  for  after  Ifterofthe 
landed,  and  the  Ship  was  unladen,  as  they  were  ^[^^^  ^^' 
going  to  take  in  frelli  Loading,  the  Privateer  the  Lords 
came   aeain,  and  took    it    be^tweeri    Cork   and  f'^'^^'^!"  Je- 
Toughal,  for  v/hich  he  paid  the  Ranfom  of  two  w.E. 
JIundred  Pounds. 

WhilH:  I  was  at  Sea  in  that  Voyage,  as  I  lay 
retired  in  my  Cabin,  an  heavenly  Vifion  came  ^.■^'^' , 

o     '  /  J    ■        •  1     rr"  *  inon  of 

over  my  benles,  and  m  it  appeared    I  wo  very  ^^^  ^r^. 
poor   ill-favoured  CowSy    that   arcje    under   my  proaciiing 
Plough- Be  am,    as   I  was  holding    my  Plough  i^"^'^^^^^^ 
whereupoD  I  fat  up  in  my  Cabin,  and  conli- 

dered 


7^  ne    ]  O  U  R  J<^  A  L    of 

dered  the  Matter:  Then  the  Word  of  the 
'^-'''V^*-'  Lord  came  to  me,  and  faid,  "The  two  Cows  are 
two  Tears,  for  there  /hall  be  two  very  dear 
Tears ;  a7id  inafmucb  as  the  Cows  arofe  under 
the  Plough-Beam^  they  fljall  fall  on  Corn  and 
Cattle -J  which  came  to  pafs  in  a  very  little 
Time,  in  the  Time  of  great  Plenty,  contrary 
to  Men*s  Reafon,  Cattle  died  abundantly,  and 
the  Price  of  Corn  rofe  to  an  extraordinary 
Height,  fo  that  many  were  famiflied  for  lack 
cf  Bread ;  and  leveral  Families  that  had  lived 
plentifully,  were  forced  to  go  a  Begging,  their 
Corn  being  fpent  and  Cattle  dead;  leveral  Fa- 
milies that  were  afhamed  to  beg,  {hipped  them- 
felves  for  Servants  to  the  Weli-Indies,  to  get 
Food ;  and  many  in  this  Nation  would  gladly 
have  wrought  for  Meat,  and  cot^ld  not  get  Em-- 
ployment. 

rrovince       When  I  landed,  I  went  to  Cork  to  the  Pro- 
Tvieetiiig    yince-Meeting,  which  was  at  hand  ;  and  pre- 
fently  found  there  was  Caufe  for  my  Spirit  to  be 
jjS  preffed,  to   haften  over  for  the  Prefervation  of 

the  Church's  Peace,  fome  being  gone  into  the 
loofe  foolifh  Imaginations   of  Muggleton,  and 
others,  both   out  of  England  and  of  this  Na- 
tion,   into    Loofenefs,      and    the    Liberty    of 
their  Wilis   and  carpal   Aftedtion?,    from    the 
Komeloofe  Crofs  of  Chrift,  and  Self-denial,  which  caufed 
Perfons     great  Trouble  and  Difference  among  Friends, 
occaiion    y^^^  ^t  Cork^  Dublin,  and  feveral  other  Places. 
frouble.    We  had  much  Exercife  before  we  got  Things 
brought  into  Order,  and  fettled  •,  but  the  Lord's 

Power 
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Power  was  with '  us,  and  went  over  all,  and 
the  Lord  flill  gave  an  Underftanding  to  place 
Judgment  in  the  right  Line  j  Praifes  to  his 
Name  for  ever !  Now  honeft  tender  Friends, 
who  kept  their  Habitation  in  the  Truth,  were 
very  glad  of  my  Coming  in  fuch  a  Time  of 
Need.  So  I  laboured  with  them  in  this  Nation, 
both  in  the  Miniftry  and  Church-Government, 
according  to  the  Ability  and  Gift  that  Chrift 
gave  me. 


SECT.     IX. 

Of  his  difficult  Voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies 
again ^  in  1675.  His  public  Difpute  with 
Prieft  Ramfey,  in  the  Prefence  of  about  three 
^houjajid.  Of  his  manifold  Perils  and  Ser- 
vices in  North- America,  both  in  the  Jflands 
and  Continent^  by  Sea  and  Land,  until  his 
Return  in  idjj* 


A 


BOUT  the  Year  1675,  I  was  moved  of   167c. 
the  Lord  to  eo  to  the  Weji-Indies  again  t^'V^ 


W.E. 

eoes  to 


in  Truth's  Service,  and  after  fome  Imall  Time,  „^^,  ,^ 
many  Friends  being  acquainted   with   it,  and  America 
having  Unity  therewith,  my  Wife  alfo  being  ^^^'"' 
willing   to  give  me  up,    I  enquired  for  Ship-  Edward 
ping  to  Barbadoes,  and  heard  of  a  Ship  at  Cork  ?^^"^,  ^ 
bound  thither,  one  Edivard  Hurn,  a  Friend,  Barbadoes 

bein^ 
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being  Merchant  and  Part  Owner ;  who  alfo 
^-'''"V^  went  in  it  himfelf.  I  had  an  Account  near  the 
Time  when  they  would  be  ready  to  fail,  and 
accordingly  went  to  Cork^  my  Wife  accompa- 
nying me  thither,  and  feveral  Friends  of  our 
Meeting ;  when  we  came  to  Cork,  I  agreed 
with  the  faid  Edward  Hunt  for  my  PafTage, 
My  Wife  and  Friends  that  went  back,  took 
their  Leave  of  me  in  muchTendernefs  andBro- 
kennefs  of  Spirit,  in  the  Love  of  God,  in  which 
«  we  gave  up  one  another  into  his  hcavenJy  Will 

to  be  difpofed  of. 

A  few  Days  after  we  failed  from  Cork  Har- 
bour, and  Things  were  well,  the  Lord's  Good- 
nefs  being  enjoyed  at  Sea,  as  well  as  at  Land  ; 
but  before  we  made  our  Voyage  we  fell  fhor't 
Drink       of  Drink  and  Water,  and  went  to  Allowance 
and  Wa-  jn  the  hot  Climate.     We  had   fix  Horfes  on 
^^qII\     Board,  belonging  to  the  Merchant,  and  their 
Sea.         Hay  was  fpent;  fo  were  forced  to  (have  Deal 
Boards,  and   pull  the  Straw  out  of  the  Men's 
Cabins,  to  mix  with  the  Shavings  to  give  the 
.    Horfes  to  eat,  and  gave  them  Bifket ;  fo  pre- 
ferved  their  Lives  until  they  got   afhare.     In 
the  Latitude  of  RarbadoeSj  wa  met  with  a  Ship 
from   Guinea^  bound  for  Barbadoes  with  three 
Hundred  Negroes ;  we  defired  the  Mafter  to 
let  us  have  a  Barrel  of  Water,  but  he  told  us. 
He  'would  not  let  us  have  a  Barrel  of  Water  for 
a  Barrel  of  Silver  j  for  he  had  been  at  AlJoiv- 
ance   many  Weeks,  and  was  afraid  of  Wa?2t. 
The  Day  we  efpied  Barbadoes^  we  had  icarce 

bait 
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half  a  Barrel  of  Water   left :  In  about  eight 
Weeks  we  made  our  Voyage,  and  landed  well  ^^"\^^> 
in  BarbadoeSj  where  Friends  received  me  glad-  W.  E. 
ly;  and  1  had  a  large  and  open  Door  among  g^^[^J^^^ 
the  People   in   the  Labour  of  the  Gofpel :  For 
People's  lofty  Spirits  were  down,  by  Reafon  Lofty Spi^ 
of  a  very  extraordinary  Storm,  called  a  Hurri- f^^^^""^* 
cane,  which  had  done  Abundance  of  Damage  Means  of  d 
in   the   Ifland,  killed   many  People,  and   de- Hurricane 
ftroyed  many  brave  Buildings,  Ships  and  fmall 
VclTels. 

At  this  Time  was  great  Reforting  to  Mefet-  Great 
ingsj  £o  that  they  were  very  full.     I  travelled  Meetings 
througli  all  Parts  of  the  Ifland,  and  had  Meet-^"^?'"X 
ings :  Many  were  convmced  and  received  the 
Truth,  and  Friends'  Hearts  were  more  opened 
and  enlarged  in  the  Love  of  God,  both  to  re- 
ceive Truth's  Dodtrine  and  Difcipline  :  So  that 
I  had  very  good  Service,  both  in  public  Meet- 
ings for   the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  Men  and 
Women's  Meetings  about  Cbureh-Affairs.j   as 
alfo  Negroes'  Meetings  in  Families,  and  feveral  Meetings 
Meetings  were  fettled,  on  fuch  Accounts,  the  j!^  ^^^^^^' 
Lord   being  with  me,  who  gave  me  Wifdom 
and  Underlfanding  in  the  rrianaging  of   thofe 
Affairs,  and   the  Lord's   Power   attended  his 
Work,  and  bleft  and  profpered  it  mightily  j  fo 
that  Things  relating  to  Truth's  Affa,irs,  both  as 
to  Dodrine  and  Difcipline,  were  fettled  to  great 
Satisfa(5kio«. 

M  M 
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At  this  Time  there  was  one  7obias  Fryef,  d 
)jrCy^^  Man  of  great  Subftance,  Repute,  and  of  Au- 
Fryer.  a  thority  in  Commiffion  of  the  Peace;  his  Wife 
;]vian  of  was  a  Friend,  and  had  lain  long  fick,  fhe  had 
puS!  ^  g'^^^t  Defire  to  fee  me,  and  fent  to  me  twice  > 
but  I  beijig  clofely  employed  in  the  Lord's  Ser- 
vice, fent  her  Word,  to  afk  her  Hu{band  Leave 
f  to   have  a   Meeting   there,   and   I  and   fomfe 

other  Friends  would  come  and  vifit  her;  (he 
did  fo,  and  her  Hufband  granted  it.  So  on 
the  Day  appointed  I  went,  and  many  Friends 
and  others  came  there  ;  it  was  a  very  thronged 

Meeting,  and  the  Parilli  Prieft,  on'e-^- ■ 

|jj|eft       Rajjjfey,    was   there,    and    Juftice   Fryer  got 
K^mfey     him  feated   in   the  midft  of  the  Throng  of 

among      .-priends 

Friends     rricnas. 

tinknown. 

After  fome  Time  I  flood  up  to  fpeak  of  the 
Things  of  God,  and  the  divine  Myfteries  of 
Chrifl's  Kingdom,  whofe  heavenly  Dodrifle 
was  clearly  opened,  and  preached  by  the  di- 
vine Operation  of  his  holy  Spirit,  to  the  great 
Satisfadion  of  the  Meeting  and  Comfort  of 
Friends,  fo  that  many  of  them  after  the  Meet- 
ing, expreffed  their  Gladnefs  and  Satisfadion  ; 
only  the  Prieft  was  uneafy,  yet  could  make  no 
Oppofition,  for  the  Lord's  Power  was  over 
him,  and  chained  him  down,  though  he  was 
a  very  bad  Man  :  But  the  Teftimony  of  Truth, 
in  the  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power 
of  the  Lord,  being  fet  over  him,  made  him 
fret :  He  alfo  came  to  Bridge-Tow?:,  and  brought 
many  rudp  People  to  our  Meeting  there ;  which 

was 
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was  very  large  and  full :  He  there  abufed Friends 
in  foul   Language,  calling   us  Hereticks,  Blaf-  ^{J^pCj^. 
fbemers   and  Traitors,  and  challenged    a  Dif-  Town  he 
pute  with  me,  to  prove  his  Charge,  which  he  J'^tnrbs 
faid  he  would  do  from   our  own  Books.     So  }„!  \n^" 
after  we   got  Things  a  little  quiet ;  we  broke  chaiicn- 
up  the  Meeting,  and  at  my  Lodging  I  wrote  f^J'^  \    * 
a  few  Lines  to  him,  aitcr  this  Manner.  withW.E. 

Prieft  Ramsey, 
JPOrafwucb  as  thou  in  public  had  charged  our 
*■  Society  with  Herefy,  Blafphemy,  and  Trea- 
Ion  ;  and  that  thou  'would' ft  prove  this  Charge 
from  our  own  Books ^  ajid  on  that  Account  haft 
challenged  me  to  a  public  Difpute,  1  am  willing^ 
mntb  the  Lord's  A ffijiance,  to  give  thee  a  Meeting 
in  Dejpice  of  our  Faith  and  Do^rine^ 

W.  E. 

When  thefe  came  to  his  Hand,  he   feemed  ^vhen 
to  cool  in  his  hot  Challenge,  faying,  lie  had  ^'^-^-'^^^ 
not  a  convenient  Place,  fit  for  fuch  a  Concourfe  cu^^^e 
of  People y  as  would  come  to  the  Difpute-,  and  be-  the  foid 
fides,  h^  would  fir  ft  have  an  Hours  Difcourfe  ^^<'^'jl^y 
with  me  in  private.     To  which  I  replied  again  at  liriU 
in. Writing,  That  for  private  Difcourfe  with 
him,  I  %vas  not  willing,  hut  in  public  j  and  if 
he  could  procure  heave  of  fuflice  Fryer,  to  meet 
at  his  Houjc  where  we  did  before,  I  would  come 
to  him  in  his  own  ParifJj,  otherwife  I  would  get 
X(^i?W  of  Col.  Linn,  to  meet  at  his  Hotfe, 

M  Z  WhU{^ 
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167-5.       Whilft  I  was  wrkvng  this.  Col.  Linn  came 

S^^y^^  to  fee  me,  and  I  told  him  what  I  was  writing, 

he  fa  id,  Al/  his  Houje  was  at  my  Service  5  and 

if  that  ivere  too  little^  he  had  Conveniency  of  Trees 

about   his  Hotife^  and  could   make   Shades  for 

.  .         Ihoufunds  of  People.     So  1    fent  my  Letter  to 

ponfents    the  JPrieft;  and  he  fent  his  Anfwer,  Jbat  he 

tomptt     u'Quld  come  to  Col.  Linn'i  fuch  a  Day. 

\i   foon  fpread   abroad,      fo   that   n>ofl:  of 
Friends  in  the  Ifland  came  there,  and  Abun- 
dance of  People ;  it  was  thought   there  were 
^uppofeci  above   three   Thoufand  :  There  came   feveral 
to  be  pre- Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and  others  of  Account, 
anhcDif-  ^^  "^^^  ^"^  °^  Poors  under  Shades;  when  the 
pute.        Meeting   was  fettled,  I   propoied,    That  both 
Parties  /hould  be  limited  to  an  Hours  Time  in 
^ie(iions    and  Jlnfwers,    and  not  to  exceed  at 
any  Time ;  and  that  both  Parties  (Jjould  prove 
their  A[jertions  by  the  Holy  Scriptures ^  or  elfe  to 
he  void :  This  was  allented  to,  but  not  obferved 
by  the  Prieft,  for  inftead  of  proving  his  former 
pnefl       Charge  againft  Friends,  he  went  out  into  Rail- 
Ramfcy    j^g  and  Slandering  of  feveral  Friends,  fometimes 
e-ainii       againft  us  all  in  general  j    fo  manifefted   hi$ 
triends.    Fojly  to   the  Sight  of  the  People.     Friends 
were  cool  in  their  Minds,  and,  as  we  bad  an 
Opportunity,  did   open  Things  to  the  People 
poncerning   our   Faith    and    Principles ;     arid 
having  a   Bible,  (hewed    theni    Scriptures   for 
thcra:  Sq  that  there  was  a  general  Satisfa(ftion 
among  them  concerning  us,  and  it  was  of  great 
Service  for  Truth. 

This 
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This  Priefl  Ramfey  had  been  a  Friar,  and    1675. 
went  out  of  England  for  Mifdemeanors,  as  at-  ^^T^^ 
ter  did  appear  by  a  Certificate  under  the  Hand  aPiiar,  " 
and  Seal  of  the  Earl  of  Rochefter^  occafioncd  by 
a  Slander  caft  upon  a  Friend  in  England^  which 
he  faid   there  in  public  he  had  from   the  fa  id 
Earl,  who  was  a  near  Kinfnian  to  the  Friend 
accufed.    After  the  Meeting  Priell  Ramfey  went 
to  the   Governor,  Sir    'Jonathan   Atkins,  and 
made   a  great  Complaint  againft  me,    That  I 
was  a  Jefuit  come  out  ^'Ireland,  pretending  to  be 
a  Quaker,  and  to  make  the  Negroes  Chriftians ;  ^"^  ^*"-   ■ 
but  would  make  them  Rebels,  and  rife  and  cut  Governor 
their  Ihroats :  Upon  which  the  Governor  was  againft 
about  to  fend  his  Warrant  to  apprehend  me :  I  ^  j'^^j^^^ 
heard  of  it,  and  went  to  him  before  the  War-  8:c. 
rant  came ;  one  Robert  Dree,  a  Friend,  went 
along  with  me. 

When   we  came  to  the  Governor,  and  he 
knew  my  Name,  and  who  I  was,  he  faid,  lie 
had  heard  oj  me,  a?jd  would  take  a  Courfe  with 
me-,  ufing  many  rough  Words,  and  threatning 
highly  what  he  would  do  to  me:  And  he  fent 
his  Man  for  the  Marfhal,  who  lived  a  Milq 
from  thence ;  but  before   the  Marfhal  came, 
we    had   much   Difcourfe,  and   among   other 
Things  he  told  me,  He  was  informed,  T.hat  1 
was  making  the  Negroes  Chriftians,  and  would 
make  them  rebel,  and  cut  their  Throats.     I  told  W.E  r^- 
him,  It  was  a  good  Work  to  bring   them  to  the  ^o'^j"g 
Knoii'ledge  oj  Cod  and  Chrift  Jefiis,  and  to  believe  Governor 
in  him  that  died  for  them,  and  for  all  Mt^n  \  and 

that 
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1675.  that  that  would  keep  them  from  rebellingy  or  cut^ 
^'^'^'sr^  ting  any  Mans  Throat :  But  if  they  did  rebel^ 
and  cut  their  Throats,  as  he  faid,  it  would  b^ 
through  their  own  T)oings^  in  keeping  them  in  Igr 
norance,  and  under  Opprejjion^  giving  them  Lt^ 
berty  to  be  common  with  Women  (like  Beajls)  and 
on  the  other  Hand  flarve  them  jor  want  of  Meat 
and  Cloaths  convenient :  So  givi?2g  them  Liberty 
in  that  which  God  rejlrained,  and  refraining 
them  in  that  which  God  allowed  and  afforded  to  all 
Meny  which  was  Meat  and  Cloaths.  After  forl^e 
Time  he  grew  very  moderate. 

The  Marfhal  came,  and  afked  him.  What 

his  Pleafure  was  f  He  anfwered,  He  thought  to 

have  committed  me  to  Prijon,  but  his  Mind  was 

altered',  and  afked  me,  If  I  would  appear  be- 

W.E.  as  f^^  tkf  Council  the  next  Day'^  I  told  him,  / 

com-        would y  if  he   commanded   me  j  he  faid,  He  did 

"™^r^ '    command  me,  and  fo  difmiiled  me  for  that  Time. 

before  the  Next  Day  I  came  to  the  Council- Houfe,  and 

Council,    jj-jany  eminent  Friends  of  the  lOand  cam?  wiiii 

me,  I  was  called   into  the  Council-Chaniher, 

and    Friends  ftaid   without :  There  were  the 

Governor,  and  mod  of  the  chief  M^n  of  the 

Pricft        Ifland  ;  alfo  the  envious  Prieft  Ramfiyv/zs  there, 

?ff"^?'^   ftrongly  accufing  Friends  of  H^T^,  Blafphemy 

cufatioa    ^^^  Treafon,  and  would  prove  it  out  oi  Edward 

a^^i'mW  us.  Bur  rough's   Book.     The   Book  was   in  Town, 

iTm  into   ^  ^^"^  ^  Friend  for  ir,  who   brought   it  to  the- 

Plfgrace    Governor;  The  Priell   tev/ed    and  j^arned   it, 

but    could   not  find  any  Thing   to-z'prQve    his 

Charge.     The    Qovernor   checked   l^t*,   aud 

<  .:^,-- -Several 
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feveral  of  the  Council  frowned  on  him:  Then    1675". 
the  Prieft  went  on  his  Knees,  and  aiked  them  ^J:t^7^p^ 
Forgivenefs  5  and  from  that  Time  the  Governor  vcmorls 
was  kind  to  me.  kind  to 

I  laboured   in  Truth's  Service  in  the   Ifland 
about  five  Months,  and   had  great  Service  for 
the    Lord ;    many    received    the  Truth,    and 
Things  were  well  among  Friends,  and  in  good 
Order.     So  being  clear  of  the  Service  there,  and 
having  Drawings  on  my  Spirit  to  New-Eng-  NewEng- 
land  j    T   took   Paffage  for  Rhode- JJland  in   a  ^'j^^^g, 
Yatch,  that  Jojeph  Bryar,  a  Friend,  was  Ma-  Iflaud. 
iter  of:  When  they  \^ere  near  ready  to  fail,  I 
went  and  took  Leave  of  the  Governor,  and  he 
was   very  kind  and   friendly.     The   Day  we 
failed,  many  Friends  came  to  Bridge-T'own,  to 
take  their  Leave  ;  and  we  parted  in  the  Love 
of  God,  and  fweet  Unity  of  his  bleffed  Spirit, 
in  much  Tendernefs.  Thomas  Kedman^  a  Friend 
and  Dodor,  went  with  me.     We  had  a  good 
comfortable  PafTage,  and  came  well  to  Rhode^ 
'7/^«^  in  about  three  Weeks. 

At  that  Time  Ncw-Engla^id  'wz^   at  Wars 

with  the  IndianSy  except  the  Colony  of  Rhode- 

Ijland^  the  Governor  of  it  being  a  Friend,  yet 

the    Indiam  burnt  feveral   Towns   out  of  the  Many 

Tfland,  and  killed  feveral  People  that  belonged  Towns  - 

to  the  Government;  but. by  the  Lord's  provi- pe^'J^/e^" 

dential  Hand,  were  not  fuffered   to  come  into  murdered 

the   Ifland.     The  Indiam  prevailed    mightily,  ^^^S"^^ 
i_  Pill  I  Midans. 

burnt  many   confiderable  Towns^  killed   and 

murdered 
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1675.  murdered  People  daily:  It  was  a  perilous 
V"V"^  Time,  and  the  Ways  infefted  with  Murder- 
ers, the  Indians  lying  hidden  in  Bufhes,  (hot 
Men  down  as  they  travelled,  before  they  faw 
them;  and  many  were  murdered  after  that 
Manner. 

When    I   had  ftaid  fome   Meetings   with 

Friends  in  Rhode- IJland^  it  was  with   me  to 

travel  Eaflward  towards  Pifcattaway,  to  vifit 

Friends  there  under  Diftrefs,  by  Realbn  of  the 

War,  though  all  looked  upon  it  dangerous  Tra-i* 

veiling;  however  1  committed  my  Life  to  God 

that  gave  it,  and  took  my  Journey :  One  Friend 

ventured  to  go  with  me,  to  guide  me  through 

Sandwidi.  the  Woods  to  Sandwkb,  and  by  the  Lord's 

good  Hand  we  got  fafe   there.     Friends  were 

glad  of  my  Coming,  for  there  was  an  honefl 

tender  People  there,  that  loved  the  Lord  and 

his  Truth.     1  ftaid  with  them  two  Meetings, 

and  we  were'  well  refrefhed  in  the  Lord,  and 

one  in  another.     I  travelled   from   thence   to 

Scffenafe.  Seffenafe,    and   had   a   Meeting  there;    from 

IJofton.      thence  to  Bo/Ion  alone,  being    thirty    Miles, 

Salem.'     and  (laid  one  Meeting:  Then  went  to  Sakm\ 

way!"^'    and  fo  to  Pi/cattaway  River,  vifiting  Friends,, 

and  having  Meetings  at  feveral  Places.     I  came 

Great        to  Great-JJland^  and  ftaid  a  Meeting  or  two 

Wand.      ^jjj^  Friends  there,  and  we  were  well  refrefhed 

together  in  the  Lord. 

Then  leaving  my  Horfe  there,  I  went  in  a 
Boat  to  Nicholas  Shaplefs^.  a  Man  of  Note  in 

thftt 
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that  Country  (he  and  his  Wife  were  both  honeft    1 67  j; 
t'riends)  from  thence  over   the  River  feveral  .^t^^^^"^-' 
Miles,  where  there  were  many  honeft  Friends,  shaphy 
and  had  a  Meeting  with  them  on  a  firft  Day  an  iionei^ 
of  the  Week  ;  it  was  a  very  large  and  precious  ^''"'*^"^* 
Meeting :    Many   came  from  far  to  it,  and 
blelTed  the  Lord  for  that  comfortable  Oppor- 
tunity.    After  the   Meeting  I   took  Leave  of 
Friends  in  the  Love  of  God,  and  went  back  to 
Nicholas   Shapkfs,    ftaid    there   two  or  three 
Days,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  ;  many  Friends 
and  others  came  to  it,  a  good  Meeting  it  was, 
we  had  alfo  a  Men's-Meeting  about  Church- 
Affairs. 

Now  about  thisTincie,  ther6  v^as  a  CeiTatlon  x  CcfTa- 
of  the  War  with  the  Indians  on  that   River,  t'on  of 
and  one  Evening,    whilft  1   was   at  Nicholas^^^^^^^l^^ 
Shapley\y  there  came  in  fourteen  lufty  Indian  Indiansy 
Men,  v/kh  their  Head3  trimmed,  and  Faces 
painted   for   War;    they  looked   fierce,    I   fat 
dow'n  with  them   in  the  Hall,  and  would  have 
difcourfed  with  them  familiarly,  for  fame  of 
them   fpoke  broken    EngliJJjj  but  they    were 
churlifti,  and  their  Countenances  bloody  :  So  I 
left  them,  and  told  the  Friend,  I  faw  they  in- 
tended Mijchief  in  their  Hearts^  but  the  Lord 
chained  them ;    and  they   went   away  in    the 
Night,  withoiit   doing  us  any  Harm.     Next 
Day  I  was  to  go  to  Great-IJland,  and   in  the  Great- 
Morning  JSlickolas  Shapley  told  me,  'That  he  was  i-i^'''*' 
informed^  the  Indians  intended  to  make   a  new 
lnfurre5}ion  j  So   I  went  by  Water  to   Greats 

N  IJIanJy 
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167^.  Iflandy  as  I  intended,  and  had  a  heavenly 
^•^'V^  Meeting  with  Friends  before  Parting :  So  I  left 
them  tender,  in  a  Senfe  of  the  Love  of  God. 
After  I  left  them,  the  Indians  rofe  in  Arms  and 
murdered  about  feventy  Chriflimts,  as  the  Poft 
brought  News,  but  I  did  not  hear  of  one 
Friend   murdered  that  Night. 

Salem.  I  Came  back  to  Salemy  and  had  feveral  Meet- 

ings in  that  Quarter,    in   fome  Places   where 
Two        none  had  been   before.     I  had  two  Meetings 
Meetings  ^t  Marbk-Ucad,  many   reforted  to  them,  fe- 
b!e-Head.  ^^^^^  were  convinced  and  received  the  Truth  ; 
People's   Minds    vvere    down,   becaufe   of  the 
Indian  Wars    that    prevailed  mightily    upon 
them. 

I  travelled  in   many  Places  as  with  my  Life 

in  my  Hand,  leaving  all  to  the  Lord  that  rules 

in  Heaven  and  Earth.     I  heard  of  fome  tender 

AfRea-    People  at  a  Place  called  Readings  fo  I  and  five 

^'"SO'je, or  fix  Friends  more,  went  there  to  an  ancient 

'Man's   Houfe,  whofe  Name  was   Gould y  his 
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Meeting,  Houfe  was  a  Garrifon,  for  at  that  Time  moft 
of  the  People  in  thofe  Parts,  except  Friends 
were  in  Garrifons  for  Fear  of  the  Indiam:  When 
we  came  to  his  Houfe  the  Gates  were  locked, 
we  called,  and  the  old  Man  opened  the  Gate  ; 
there  was  one  of  their  Elders  at  Prayer:  So  I 
flopped  Friends  until  he  had  done,  then  we 
went  into  the  Room,  where  feveral  were  met 
to  exercife  Religion,  but  they  feemed  to  be  di- 
(lurbed  at  our  Coming  in.   I  flood  flill,  and  told 

them. 
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them,  PFe  came  not  to  dijiurb  them ^  for  1  loved   itj^. 
Religio?jy  and  was  feeking  religious  People ;  the  i-/SpO 
old  Man  of  the  Houfc  bid  us  fit  down,  and  he 
fat  by  me. 

As  I  fat,  my  Heart  being  full  of  the  Power 
and  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  the  Love  of  God  ran 
through  me  to  the  People,  I  told  them,  1  had 
fomething  in  my  Heart  to  declare  among  thejn,  if 
they  ivotild give  me  Leave-,  the  Mafler  of  the 
Houfe,  who  fat  by  me,  bid  me  fpeak,  and  my  Where 
Heart  being  full  of  the  Word  of  Life,  I  fpoke  ^^'  ^'^, 
oJ:  the  Mylleries  of  God's  Kingdom,  and  as  I  ^^^^^^00"^^ 
was  fpeaking  I  touched  a  little  upon  thePriefls,  EfFeft. 
the  old  Man  clapped  me  on  the  Shoulder, 
and  faid,  Be  muft  flop  me^  for  I  had  jpoken 
againji  their  Minijiers :  So  I  flopped,  for  I  was 
tender  of  them,  and  felt  they  were  a  tender 
People;  yet  my  Heart  was  full  of  heavenly 
Matter.  After  a  little  Paufe,  I  told  them,  / 
had  many  Things  to  declare  unto  them  oftheThings 
of  God;  but  being  in  that  Houfe ^  muft  have 
Leave  of  the  Mafler  ofit,  he  bid  me  fpeak  on, 
which  I  did  in  the  Demonflration  of  the  Spirit 
and  Power  of  the  Lord  j  fo  that  their  Con- 
Iciences  were  awakened,  and  the  Witnefs  of 
God  in  them  anfwered  to  the  Truth  of  the 
Teftimony ;  they  were  broken  into  many 
Tears,  and  when  I  was  clear  in  Declaration,  I 
concluded  the  Meeting  with  fervent  Prayer  to 
.the  Lord. 

N  %  The 
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1675.       The  old  Man  rifing  up,  got  me  in  his  Arms, 
l/VNJand    laid,   He  owned  what  I  had  fpoken^  and 
thanked  God  that  he  cotild  under  (land  it  -,  and 
faid.  He  had  heard,  that  we  denied  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  denied  Chrift  who  died  for  us  j  which. 
Difference  was  the  Caufe   of  that  great  T)ifference  betwixt 
of  Mini-    fyiy.  Minijiers  and  us:  But  he  under  flood  this 
'"^'         Day,  that  we  owned  both  Chrift  and  the  Scrip- 
tures; therefore  would  know   the  Reafon  oj  the 
Difference  betwixt  their  I^inifters  and  us  f  I  told 
him,    Their   Mintfters   were  fatisjied  with  the 
Talk  of  Chrifl  and  the  Scriptures  j  and  we  could 
not  be  fatisfied  without  the  fure,  inward^  divine 
Knowledge  of  God  and  Christ,  and  the  En- 
joyments of  ihofe  Comforts  the  Scriptures  declared 
'  of,  which  true  Believers  enjoyed  in  the  primitive 
Times.     The    old   Man     replied   with  Tear?, 
Thcfe  were  the   Things  he  wanted.     He  would 
not  let  us  go  until  we  had  eaten  fome  Victuals 
with  him,  though  at   that  Time    Provifions 
were  fparce,  becaufe  of  the   great    Deftru^^ion 
by  the  Wars.     Thus  leaving  them  loving  and 
The  agedterider,  when  we  parted    the  old   Man    wept, 
Man  wept  gQj.  jpg  j^j    j^jg  ^rnis,  and  faid.  He  doubted  he 
at  parting.  7.      ,  ,  ^  .  ' 

Jhould  never  jee  me  again. 


Bofton. 


I  \7ent  from  thence  to  Bofton,  and  had  Meet- 
ings there,  and  in  feveral  Places  in  that  Quar- 
ter, having  great  Exerciiewith  fome  who  pro- 
feffed  Truth,  and  lived  not  in  it ;  which  did 
much  Hurt,  and  hindered  the  Lprd's  Work. 
When  I  was  clear  of  thofe  Parts,  I  went  bacic: 
'to  Rhode-Ijland  by  Sea,  in  a  little  Bark  belong- 


William    Edmundson.  93 

ingio  Edward  Wharfon,  a  Friend,  who  lived    1675. 
at    Salem ;  in  fome  few   Days  we  landed  at  ^--^v^w' 
^hode-lJJand^  where  great   Troubles   attended  Kimdc- 
Friends  by  Reafon  of  the   Wars,  which    lay  ^'^^"^• 
very   heavy  on  Places  belonging  to  that  Quar- 
ter without  the  liland,  the  Indians  killing  and  The  in- 
huming all  before  them;  and  the  People,  who  f/,^"bit''^ 
were  not  Friends,  were  outrageous  to  fight :  &:c. 
But  the  Governor  being  a  Friend,  (one  TVal-  WaUer 
ter  Clark)  cculd  not  give  CommifTicns  to  kill  Clark  Go- 
and  deflroy   Men.     Friends  were  glad  of  my  herecculd 
Coming,  and  it  pleafed  God   that   it  was  tonotwsge 
good  Purpofe  in  feveral  Refpeds ;  the    faith-  ^^^^' 
fill   and  honeft-hearted  among  Friends  were 
much  helped  and   ftrengthened   by  my  being 
there.     I  itaid  fome  Time  among  them,  and 
had    many    blefi'ed  and   heavenly  Meetings   to 
vjorfhip  God  -,  aifo  Men's-Meetings  for  Church 
Affairs. 

Whiljft  I  (laid  at  Rhode- Jpjid,  the  Heat'of 
the /'-v/^7z  War  abated,  for   King   Philip,  ^^^/fterthe 
Chief  in  that  War  of  the   Indians^  was  killed,  Indian 
and  his  Party  deflroyed  and  lubdued  5  prefently  )^^^^' 
a  Sicknefs  came,    which  proved   mortal   and  mortal 
took  many  away,  few  Families  in  the  Ifland  Sicknefs 
but  lofl  fome  in  two  or  three  Days'  Sicknefs. 
Many  Friends    died,  yet  I  conflantly   vifited 
fick.  Families  of  Friends,  although  the   Smell 
of  the  Sicknefs  was  loathfome,  and  many  Times 
I  could  feel  all  the  Parts  of  my  Body  as  it  were 
loaden   with   it,  fo  that  I  would   fay  to  lick 
Families^  Jt  was  much^  1  did  not  carry  their 

Sicknefi 
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1675.  Sickfiefs  away,  I  was  fo  ioaden  therewith.  After 
>r^^"y^  fome  Time  it  feized  on  me  vvitii  fuch  Violence, 
taken  fick  ^^^^  ^  was  forced  to  keep  my  Bed  at  Walter 
in  New-    Newberry^  in  Newport. 

port. 

Then  fome  loofe  Spirits,  that   I  had   dealt 

with  for  their  Loolenefs,  were  glad,  and  4 
thought  their  Curb  and  Reins  were  taken  off; 
but  the  Lord  healed  and  raifed  me  up,  fo  that 
in  about  ten  Days'  Time  I  was  able  to  appear 
in  public  Meetings,  and  although  my  Body 
was  thin  and  weak  by  reafon  of  Travels  and 
Troubles  with  wrong  Spirits,  loofe  Livers  and 
falfe  Brethren,  yet  the  Lord's  Power  carried 
over  all.  When  I  had  ftaid  fome  Time  labour- 
ing in  thofe  Parts,  and  was  clear  of  that  Ser- 
vice, I  was  drav/n  towards  New-lorky  and 
.yames  Fletcher  being  here  in  the  Service  of 
Truth,  would  go  with  me.  So  we  took  our 
Leave  of  Friends  in  the  Love  of  God,  and  took 
Ehode-     Shipping  at  Rhode- IJI and ^o^:  New-Tork. 

Ifland. 

York.  Now  whilil:  we  were  on  board  the  Sloop,  it 

New-  came  much  upon  me  to  go  to  New-Hertford,  a 
Hertford,  chief  Town  in  ConneBicut  Colony,  which  lay 
cvitSo-  about  fifty  Miles  in  the  Country,  through  a 
ny.  great  Wildernefs,  and   very   dangerous  to  tra- 

Danger-  vel,  the  Indians,  being  in  Arms,  haunting  thofe 
vdline^'  Pa^fs*  ^"^  killing  many  Chri/iians',  So  it  look- 
ed frightful,  that  I,  who  was  a  Stranger  in  the 
Country,  fhould  undertake  fuch  a  Journey  in 
thofe  perilous  Times  j  but  the  Service  came 
clofe  upon  mcj^  and  I  wag  under  grea.t  E:^ercife 

of 
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of  Mind  about  it,  yet  faid  nothing  of  it  to  any   1675. 
Man  for  fome  Days,  v/'V^v^ 

We  were  forely  tofled  at  Sea,  forward  and 
backward,  by  contrary  Winds  and  bad   Wea- 
ther, yet  got  once  on  Shore  in   Shelter -JJland,  ^  ,    .  , 
and  went  to  Nathaniel  Sylvefters^  a  Friend,  Syivefter 
who  dwelt  there,  where  we  had  a  Meeting ;  in  Shelter- 
after  which  the  Wind  and  Weather  feeming  ^^'^"'^'      , 
to  favour  us,  we  went  aboard  again,  and  fet  on 
our  Voyage,  but  in  the  Night  it  was  exceed- 
ingly fiormy,  and  we  were  in   great  Danger 
of  being   call  away ;  yet  by  the    Lord's  Pro- 
vidence   efcaped,     but   were   driven   back   to 
New-London  :     And    the    Wind    continuing  xe^-   ' 
againft  us.  we  ftaid  there  three  Days,  and  en-  Loudga. 
deavoured  to  get  a  Meeting,  but  the  People  be- 
ing rigid  PreJbyUrians,  would  not  fufFer  us  to 
have  one. 

We  heard  of  fome  Baptifts,  five  Miles  from 
thence,  who  kept  the  feventh  Day  as  a  Sabbath, 
I  had  fomething  upon   me  to  viiit   themj  fo 
yames  Fletcher  and  another  friendly  Man  who  W,E.an<i 
came  from  Old-E?igland^  who  lived  near  New-  J-  ^-  "^'^^"'^ 
London^  went  with  me.     It  was  on  a  feventh  tifts'MSt- 
Day   of  the  Week  when  we  came  there,  they  ings.  &c. 
were  met  together  with  their  Servants  and  Ne- 
groes,   keeping  that  Day,  fitting   in  Silence : 
When  we  came  in  they  feemed  to  be  difiurbed  ;  Sabbata- 
bur  I  fpoke  gently  to  them,  and  faid,  JVe  came  jjanEap- 
not  to  difturb  them^  but  hearing  they  were  a  Peo-  ^^^'" 
pie  that  differed  in  Religion  from  the  Generality 


0  r/je    J  O  V  KN  AL    of 

1675.  of  People  in  that  Country^  ive  came  to  vifit  them*^ 
^^^^^•^"^  and  tf  they  had  Religion  that  was  goody  to  get 
Share  with  them.     So  the  Mafter  of  the  Houfe 
bid  us  fit  dawn ;  we  fat  a  pretty  while  in  Si- 
lence,   and    my  Heart    was  filled    with    the 
Word  of  Life,  yet  I  was   afraid  to  raife  their 
Spirits,  left  thereby  I  (hould  lofe  my  Service  y 
for  I  felt  there  were  Defires  in  them  after  the 
w.E.      Knowledge  of  God  :  So  I  began  my  Service  by 
propofeth  \Yay  Qf  Queftion,  and  queried,  //  they  allowed 
concern-    to  ^fi  ^uejUom  one  of  another  about  Religion  ? 
ing  the      Which  they  affented  to.     I  afked    them,   ff^hy 
Sabbath.    ^^^^,  j,^^^  ^j^^^  j^^y  ^^  ^  Sabbath  f  They  faid. 

It  was  flriBly  commanded  in  the  Old  Teftament, 
I  afked,  If  we  were  obliged  to  keep  all  the  Law 
of  Mofes  ?  They  laid,  No^  but  the  Keeping  of 
the  Sabbath  feemed  to  be  more  required  than  the 
refl  of  the  Law^  for  the  Prie/ls  often  blamed  the 
Jev/s  Jor  breaking  the  Sabbath^  more  than  any 
other  Part  of  the  Law.  I  told  them,  They 
Mat.  1 2.  "^-^t^  under  a  Miflake,  for  they  might  find  that 
^  to  16,  Qur  Sa'viour  fefus  Chriftj  when  he  was  in  the 
Flefiy  did  many  Things  which  the  yews  accou^nted 
a  Breach  of  the  Sabbath  ;  as  healing  People  on 
the  Sabbath-Day^  travelling  with  his  Dijciples^ 
who  plucked  Ears  of  Corn ;  and  doing  many  Things 
on  the  Sabbat hy  with  which  the  Jews  were  highly 
of  ended.  So  I  opened  many  Scriptures  to  them, 
lliewing,  That  Chriji  had  ended  the  Law  of  the 
Old  Covenant y  and  was  the  Reft  of  his  People, 
mid  that  all  mufi  know  Reft^  ^lietnefs  and  Peace' 
in  him, 

Thea' 
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Then  they  afl<:ed   me  about  Water- Baptifm    1675. 
and   Breaking   of  Breads  and    we   had    much  -^/^ 
Difcourfe  concerning  it;     They  were  very  mo- 
derate and   ready  in  the    Scriptures:  I  (Ik Wed 
them,   That   John,  who  had  the  Ordinance  c/ Tohn -bap- 
Watcr-Baptijmjaid^  He  baptized  with  Water,  ^'.^^  with 
but  Chrift  {hould   baptize  them  with  Fire  and  i,[,f    [i'j](^ 
the  Holy  Ghofl: ;  and  that  his  mull:  dec  rea(e,  and  with  i:: 
ChrilVs  muft  increafci     And  nbw  by  our    Ac-  A^  \     , 
count  it  was  drawing  towards  feventeen  Hundred  Vn^^:.  Mar, 
7 ears,  which  was  fiifficient  Time  to  wear  unto '^    ^^'^"^^ 
an  End  that  which  deer  e  a  fed,  and   ellablijh  that  -o^  ^c! 
which  increafed.     And  it  was  a  material  ^ef 
tion  to  fuch  as  held IVater-Bapti f?n  to  be  in  Force ^ 
to  f}:ew.  How  far  it  was  de  ere  a  fed,  and  when  it 
*would  he  at  an  End,  and  Chrift' s  Boptijm  in- 
creafed to  PerfeBion,  and  eftablifl:ed   according 
to  John's  Teftimony  :  But  as  for  me   I  believed , 
^Ihat  John's  Water-Baptilm  was  ended  lo?jg  ago, 
and  Chrift' s  eftablifJ:ed :  And  that  there  ii;as  but  Epti.  A.  5^ 
0  le  Faith  and  one  Baptifm,  as  the  Apoftlc  wit-  ^x^fj^_  '■ 
7'iejjed  to  the  Ephelians.   And  I  opened  to  them,  fonce  of 
That  Chrift  was  the  Sub  fiance  of  all  thofe  Things,  ^'^^  Ijf^' 
and  his  Body  the  Bread  of  Life  that  we  muft  ^//nenfitiofi, 
fted  upon*     They  were  all  quiet,  and  I  declared  a"d  the 
to  them  in  the  Openings  of  Life,   the  Way   of  lS^^^^ 
Truth;  and  when  clear,  coneluded  in  fervent  John  6.  J5 
Prayer  to  God  5  and  they  were  very  tender  and 
loving  ;  lo  we  parted. 

The  next  Day,  being  the  firft  Dav  of  the 
Wctk,  we  appointed  a  Meeting  near  New-Lori^ 
den,  at  a  friendly  Man's  Houfs    who  was  with 

O  us  j 
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1675.  US;  to  which  feveral  of  the  Baptifls  cair.ejjand 
^>y'^^'^  many  other  lober  People.  The  Lord's  Power 
and  Prefence  were  with  us ;  but  the  Conftable 
and  other  Officers  came  with  armed  Men,  and 
forcibly  broke  up  our  Meeting,  baling  and 
abufing  us  very  much  j  but  the  fober  People 
were  offended  at  them. 

That  Evening  we  weighed  Anchor,  and  fet 
fail,  the  Wind  leeming  fomewhat  fair  for  us  5 
but   it  ftill  remained   with  me  to  go  to  New- 
Hertford^  yet  it  feemed  hard  to  give  up,  to  be 
expofed  to  fuch  Perils  as  feemed  to  attend  that 
Jourriey  j  but  I   kept  it  fecret,  thinking  that 
the  Lord  might  take  it  off  me*     We  had  failed 
but  about  three  Leagues  when  the  Wind  came 
ftrong   a-head  of  us;  that  Night   we   had  a 
W.t  is  Storm,    and   were  glad  to   get   an   Harbour, 
Gonftrain-  where  we  lay  fome  Days,  the  Wind  blowing 
to  Ntfv-   ^'ff  againft   us.     And  the  Hand  of  the  Lord 
Hertfo:d,  came  heavy   upon  me,  prefling   me    to  go    td 
liUo'"°   New-Hertjord ',  fo  I  gave  up   to    the  Will  of 
Grd's       God,  whether  to  live  or  die.     Then  I  told  the 
^^^1^^'        Company,  That  I  was  the  Can fe,  why  they  wers 
jo  croffed  and  detained  in  their  Voyage,     And  I 
{lie wed  them,  How  the  Lord  had  required  me 
to  go  to  New-Hertford,  and  the  'J onrney  feeming 
-perilous^  I  had  delayed -y  but  now  tnujl  go^    in 
Submijjion  to  the  Will  of  God^  whether  1  lived  or 
died.     The  Owner  of  the  Sloop  wept,  and  the 
reft  were  amazed  and  leader. 

Then 
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Then   James  Fletcher  viouXd   go  with  me:   1675. 
So  we   went  on  Shore,  and  bought  each  of  us  *-OrV, 
an  Horfe,  and  the  next  Morning  took  Leave  of 
our  Sloop-Company  ;  then  went  on  our  Jour- 
ney without  any  Guide,  except  the  Lord,  and 
travelled   through  a   great  Wildernefs,  which 
held  us  moft  of  that  Day's  Journey.     We  tra- 
velled hard,  and  by  the  Lord's  gracious  Afrift- 
ance  got  that  Night  within  four  Miles  of  NeW" 
Hertford,  where   we  lodged  at  an   Ordinary, 
and  the  People  were  civil.    I  got  up  next  Morn- 
ing very  early,  it  being  the  firft  Day   of  the 
Week,  and  went  to  Hertford  on  Foot,  leaving  W  E. 
my  Horfe  at  the  Ordinary,  and  defired  James  ??"^^^  ^^ 
Fletcher  to  flay  there,  till  he  faw  the  Iffue  of  Hertford. 
my  Service,  for  I  expedled  at  leaft  a  Prifon  at 
Hertford. 

So  getting  there  pretty  foon  in  the  Morning, 
the  Town  was  about  two  Miles  long;  and  f 
was  moved  to  go  to  their  Worfhip.     I  came  ta 
one  great  Meeting-houfe,  but    the  FrieH:  and 
People  were  not  come  to  their  Worfhip,  it  bs-* 
ing  early  j  and  my  Spirit  was  (hut  up  from 
that  Place.     Then  I  was  brought  under  great  ^^-  E. 
Exercife  of  Mind,  fearing  that  the  Lord  was  J^^'L^'i^J 
angry  with   me,  and   rejeded  my  Service,  for  was  angr7 
my  Delay  under  this  Exercife.     I  went  on  for-  'f^  '"^  ^^- 
ward  about  half  a  Mile,  fo  came  near  toano-  '^' 
ther    great  Meeting-houfe,  and  I  found  Open- 
nefs  in  my  Spirit  to  go  thither.  I  was  glad  of 
the    Lord's  Countenance,  though    the  People 
were  not  corne  yet  to  their  Worlhip, 

O  z  Therq 
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There  was  a  brave  River,  where  they  built 
.Kj^V*^  rnany  Ships,  about  a  Quarter  ot  a  Mile  diftant ; 
thither  I  went  and  fat  down,  until  I  faw  Peor 
pie  go  to  their  WorOiip  :  When  they  were  ga- 
thered I  wtni  there,  and  ftood  in  the  Wor{hip- 
houfe,  near  the  Pried,  until  he  had  done  his 
Service,  then  I  fpoke  what  the  Lord  gave  me  % 
They  were  moderate  and  quiet,  and  the  Prieft 
and  Magiftrates  went  away,  but  many  of  the 
People  riaid,  and  I  had  good  Service  among 
them  :  When  I  had  cleared  my  Confcience  we 
parted,  and  I  went  again  towards  the  River- 
fide.  As  I  was  going  a  Man  called  me  to 
pome  to  his  Houfe  and  dine  with  him:  I  ftood 
a  little  and  looked  at  him,  his  Spirit  feemed 
^o  be  deceitful,  1  afl<.ed  him.  If  he  would  take 
Mon^y  for  his  Viciuah^  He  faid,  No  j  then  I 
told  him,  /  would  not  eat  with  him.  So  I  went 
to  the  River-fide  again,  and  fat  down,  though 
I  had   not  eaten  any  Thing  that  Day. 

After  fome  Time  the  Bells    rang  for  their 
Afternoon   Worfliip,  and  I    was   moved  to  gq 
Vv'.  K.      to  thp  other  Won'hip-houfe   afore  mentioned, 
gotth  to    ^^^^^^   which    in    the  xMornin^    my  Spirit    was 
iiup-houfe  fliut  up.     So  I  w.ent  there,  and  the  Prieft  and 
People  were  gathered,  having  a  Guard  of  Fire- 
locks,   for  Fear    ot  the   Indians  coming  upon 
'  thtm   VN'hilft  at  their  WorQfip  ;  I  went  in,  and 
ioaiided  tKVi  Alarm,   in  the  Dread  of  the  Lord's 
Power,   and  they  were  ftanled,   yet    were  kept 
down  by  the  Lord's  Power,   inwldch  [declared 
the  VVuy  of  Salvation  to  them  a   pretiy  while ; 

but 
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but  after  fome  Time,  by  the  Perfuafions  of  the 
Priell,  the  Officers  haled  me  out  of  the  Wor-  ^^^^y?y 
(liip-houfe,  and  hurt  my  Arm  fo   that  it  bled;  icctoutof 
then  they  took  me  to  the  Guard  of  Firelocks  the  Wor- 

•on  a  Hill,  3^5,^3 

Arm  liurt. 

And  though  it  was  a  very  piercing  cold  Day,  ^• 
and  I  liill  failing,  my  Body  alfo  thin,  byRea- 
fon  of  the  Sicknefs  I   had  in   Rhode-I/land  not 
long   before,  and  other  Exercifes  which  I  tra- 
velled through,  yet  the  Lord's  Power  fupported 
me,  fo  that  the  Officer,  who  had  me  in  Charge, 
lirfl  complained  of   the  Sharpnefs  of  the  Wea- 
ther, and  alked  me,  How   I  could  endure  the 
Cold ^  J  or  he  was  'very  Cold?    I  told  him,  // 
was  the  Entertainment  that  their  great  Profe/f-  Vgrvirard 
crs  of  Religion   in     New-England    afforded  ^  Entertain- 
Stranger^  and  yet  projejj'ed  the  Scriptures  to  be  "'^"^* 
their  Rule^  ivhich  cojmnanded  to  entertain  Stran- 
gers ;  and  bejides  they  had  drawn  my  Blood:  So  I 
(hewed  him  my  Arm  that  was  hurtj  he  feemed 
to  be  troubled,  and  excufed   their  Magiftrates, 
I  told    him,  The  Magijirates  and  Prie/is  mu(i 
anfwer  for  it  to  the  Lord,  for  they  were  the  Cau/e 
oj  it :  Then  he  took  me  to  an  Inn,  and  prefently 
the    Room    was   filled  with  Profeflbrs :  Much  w.  E. 
Difcourfe  we  had,  and   the  Lord  ftrengthened  hadmuch 
me,  and  by  his  Spirit  brought  many  Scriptures  ^ifh^Pro. 
to  my  Remembrance  j  fo   that  Truth's  Tefti-  feiTors, 
mony  was  over  them.     As  one  Company  wen^ 
away  another  came. 

When 


-% 
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When  they   were  foiled,  a  Preacher  among 
VW^  the    Baptifts  took   up    the  Argument  againft 
Truth,  charging  Friends  with  holding  a   great 
Error  (which  was)  T^hat  every  Man  had  a  Mea- 
Cure  of  the   Spirit  of  Chri/i -y  and  would  know, 
Jf  1  held  the  fame  Error  F  I  told  him,   That  was 
no  Error ^  for  the  Scriptures  witnefj'ed  to  it  plen- 
tifully.    He  (aid.    He   denied   that  the  World 
had  received  a  Meafure  of  the  Spirit,  but  Be^ 
lievers  had  received  it.     I  told  him  that  the  A- 
Manifeft-  poftle  faid,  A  Manifeflation  of  the  Spirit  was 
ationof    given  to  every  one   to  profit  withal.     He  faid, 
the  Spirit  cj^i^^^  ^^j   meant  to  tstxy  one  of  the  Believers. 
Believers,  I  told  him,  Chrifi  had  enlightened  tstxy  one,  that 
and  to  the  ^^^^^^  ^-^^/fl  the  World,  with  the  Light  of  his  Spi- 
^iQi    ^-^1^,  jjg  £^-j^  That  was  every   one  of  the  Be- 
■\Q\iix^,gJievers  that    came  irito  the  V/orld :    And  as   I 
brought   him    Scriptures,  he  ftill  applied  them 
to  the  Believers,  faying,  There  was  the  Ground 
of  our  Error,  in  applying  that  to  every  Man, 
which  properly  belonged  to  Believers.     Then  the 
Lord  by  his  good  Spirit  brought  to  my  Mind 
the  Promiie  of  our  Saviour,  (when  he  told  his 
Chap.  i6.Difciples  of  his  Going  away)  That  he  would  fend 
*?  ^°  ^4-    the  Comforter^  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  that  fhoiild 
convince  the  World  of  Sin,  and  fdould  guide  his 
Difciples  into  all  Truth:  Thus  the  fajne  Spirit  of 
Truth,  that  leads  Believers  into  all  Truth,  con^ 
vinces  the  World  of  Sin.     So  thou  ?nufl  grants 
that  all  have  received  it ,  or  elfe  fhew  from  the 
Scriptures  a  Sele6t  Numher  of  Believers  ^  and 
befides  them,  a  World  of  Believers  that  hath  the 
spirit ^  aljo  another  World  of  Unbelievers,  that 

hath 
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hath  J19  Meajure  of  the  Spirit  to  convince  them  of 
Sin.  Here  the  Lord's  TeAimony  came  over 
him,  fo  that  he  was  flopped,  and  many  fober    ""^ 


-Ts,  a 


ProfefTors,  who  (laid  to  fee  the  End,  acquiefced  Baptift 
therewith,  and   faid,  Indetd,  Mr.  Rogers,  ^'^^cciSuted 
Man  is  in  the  right ;  for  you  mu[i  find  a  Seled: 
Number  of  Believers^  be  fides  a  World  that  hath 
a  Meajure  of  the  Spirit,  that  convinces  them  of 
Sin,  and  a  V/orld  that  hath  not  the  Spirit,  fo 
not  convinced  of  Sin :  'this  you  mtifi  do,  or  grant 
the  Argument.     He  was  filent,  and  the  People 
generally  fatisfied  in  that  Matter,  their  Under- The  Un- 
{landings  being    opened ;    fo  they  took  their  dcrftand- 
Leave  of  me  very  lovingly,  it  being  late  in  the  pe?p!c 

Night.  were 

opened* 

When  they  were  gone,  I  defired  the  Woman 
of  the  Houfe  to  boil  me  a  little  Milk,  for  that 
Day  I  had  not  eaten.  The  Baptift,  Rogers 
(aforefaid)  lodged  there  that  Night,  but  lived 
fifty  Miles  oft,  and  was  Paflorto  thofe  Seventh- 
Day-Sabbath  People,  that  I  had  been  with 
above  a  Wtek  before  near  New-Lo?idon.  The 
People  of  this  Houfe  where  we  lodged  being 
Prefbyterians,  I  called  the  Bapti/l  from  them 
into  another  Rooni;  he  told  me  where  he 
lived,  and  what  People  he  was  Paflor  to.  I 
told  him,  /  was  with  his  Hearers,  and  they 
were  loving  and  tender.  He  alfo  acquainted  me. 
He  was  fummoned  to  Hertford,  to  appear  before  '^^"'^  ^^p- 
the  Afembly  that  then  fat,  who  had  taken  away  ef's^rife' 
his  Wife  from  him,  whoin  he  had  married  fome  taken  from 
Tears  ago,  before  he  was  oj  the  Ferfuafion  that  he  ^'""' 

now 
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710W  was  of.  And  fmce  he  became  a  Baptift,  hef 
yy>r^  Fat  her  ^  being  an  Elder  of  the  Prefbyterians, 
ijoas  fet  violently  againft  him,  and  endeavoured 
to  divorce  ^is  Daughter  J rom  him  (though  he  had 
two  Children  by  her)  for  Jbme  ill  FaB  he  had 
committed  before  he  was  her  Hufband^  and  whil/i 
he  was  one  of  their  Church  j  whereof  under  Sor- 
row  and  'Trouble  of  Mind,  he  had  acquainted  her, 
and  fie  had  divulged  the  fame  to  her  Father  ;  for 
which ^  he  faid,  they  had  taken  away  his  Wife^ 
1  afked,  Ho^jo  he  could  join  with  them  in  oppcfmg 
me  ;  and  at  fuch  a  Fime  when  I  was  but  one,  be^ 
ing  a  Stranger^  and  they  Abundance  in  OppoH^ 
tion  ?  Alfo,  Whether  it  was  not  unmanly  to  do 
fo  ?  But  it  being  late,  I  delired  fome  further 
Difcourfe  with  him  in  the  Morning,  which  he 
affented  to ;  but  although  I  was  up  before  the 
Sun  rofe,  he  was  gone  away  before. 

I  fent  to  the  Officer,  that  had  the  Charge  of 

me  the   Day  before,  to  know,  if  he  had  any 

WE.dif- further  to  do  with  me,  who    faid,   I  might  ga 

charged     when  and  where  I  pleafed.     So  I  paid  the  People 

Confine-    ^^r  my   Night's  Lodging,  and.   being  clear  of 

meat.        the   Service  there,  I   went  towards  the  Place 

where  I  left  fames  Fletcher  and  our  Horfes  ;  ia 

the  mean  Time   fames  Fletcher  came  another 

Way  to  look  for  me :  Thus  we  miffed  one  of 

another.  When  he  came  to  Hertford,  he  heard 

by  feveral  where  I  was  gone,  and  fo  came  back, 

and  told  me,  That  1  had  fit  all  the  Town  a  talk-' 

ing  of  Religion, 

.      ■  '  The- 
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The  next  Morning  we  took  our  Journey  to- 
wards Long-IJlandy  and  in   three   Days  came   ^^'VN^ 
there,  where  Friends   received  us  gladly  3  hut  }^°"^' 
were  much  troubled  in   their  Meetings  with 
feveral  who  were  gone  from  Truth,  and  turned 
Ranters,  /.  e.  Men  and  Women  who   would  Ranters 
come  into  Friends*  Meetings,   linglng  and  t}an-pj.^|^,jj.. 
cing  in  a  rude  Manner,  which  was  a  great  Ex-  Meetings. 
ercife  to  Friends.     We  ftaid  in  that  Part  among 
Friends  for  fome  Time,  and  had  large   and 
precious  Meetings  at  feveral  Places  j  many  of 
ihofe  Ranters  came  to  Meetings,  yet  the  Lord's 
Power  was  over  them  in  his  Teftimony,  and  • 
chained  them  down :  Some  of  them  were  reach- 
ed with  it,  and  brought  back  to  the  Truth,  to 
ovn  Condemnation  for  their  Running  out  into 
Liberty  and  Wickedncfs. 

When  we  were  clear  of  that  Quarter,  we 
took  Boat  to  Eall-Jerfey^  and  came  to  Shreuf- 
bury,  where  we  ftaid  fome  Meetings,  and  were  {^y      ' 
refrefhed    with   Friends    in   the    Lord ;    from  Shrewf- 
thence  went  to  Middkfown,  and   had  a  Meet-  ^''^^/.j 
ing  there,  at  Richard  Hartpjorns^  which  was  town. 
full  and  large  ;  to  which  there  came  feveral  of  ^^'^''^^^ 
thofe  People,  that  were  tainted  wirh  the    rant- 
ing Spirit.     One  Edward  Tar ff  c?L\-nQ  into  the  Edward  ' 
Meeting  with  his  Face  blacked,  and  faid,  7/ Tarff,  a 
u^as   his   yufijication   and  SanBiJication ;  alfo  oppofcs 
fung  and  danced,  and  came  to   ine,  where  I  W.  E* 
was  fitting  waiting  on  the  Lord,  and  called  me 
Old  rotten  Prieft,  faying,  1  had  left  the  Poiver 
of  God -y  but  the  Lord's  Power  tilled  my  Heart, 

P  and 
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and  his  Word  was  powerful  and  (liarp  in  my 

^^''V*^  Heart  and  Tongue,  I   told  him,  He  was  mad^ 

and  that  made  him  fret -,  he  faid,  1  Ited^  for  he 

was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  come  in  that  Manner 

to  reprove  me.     I  looked  on  him  in  the  Autho- 

W.  E.      ^^^y  °^  ^^^  Lord's  Power,  and  told  him,  Ichal- 

haiienges  knged  Mm,  and  his  God  that  fent  him,  to  look 

Ed\vard     ^^  -^  ^^^  p^^^  q^,^  Hour^  or  half  an  Hour  j  but 

Ranter,  to  he  was  fmitten,  and  could  not  look  me  in  the 
look  him   Face,  fo  went  out.     The  Lord's   Power  and 
Face?       Senfe  of  it  was  over  the  Meeting,  in  which  I 
flood  up,  and  appealed    to  the  reft,  Whether 
this  was  not  the  fame  Power  of  God,  in  which  I 
came  among  them  at  the  firjl,  unto  which  they 
were  direBed  and  turned,  when  they  were  con^ 
vinced  of  the  Truth,  fliewing  them.  How  they 
(i.  e.  the  Ranters)  wefit  from  it^  and  were  be- 
witched by  a  transformed  Spirit,  info  [irong  De- 
AhesLvcn- luJio?2S.     It  was  a   bleffed  heavenly    Meeting, 
lyMeet-    people  were  tender  and   loving,    and  Friends 
comforted  and  glad  of  that  blelTed  Opportunity. 


<ne. 


Next  Morning  we  took  our  Journey  through 

the  Wildernefs  towards  Maryland,  to  crofs  the 

River   at  Delaware- Fails.     Richard  Hart/ljorn 

and  Eliakim  War  dell  would  go  a  Day's  Journey 

An  Indian  with  us ;  we  hired  an /«t^/^z«  to  guide  us,  but 

guiJes       he  took  us  wrong,  and  left  us  in   the  Woods : 

tl'ToL.      When  it  was  late  we  alighted,  put  our  Horfes 

to  Grafs,    and    kindled    a    Fire   by  a    little 

Brook,  convenient  for  Water  to  drink:  So  lay 

down  till  Morning,  but  were  at  a  great  Lofs 

concerning  the  Way,  being  all  Strangers  in  the 

Wildernefs 
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Wildernefs.  Richard  Hart/Jjorn  advifed  to  go 
to  Rarington  River,  about  ten  Miles  back,  as  v^v"\' 
was  fuppofed,  to  find  out  a  fmall  Landing- 
place  from  New-Tork^  from*  whence  there  was 
a  fmall  Path  that  led  to  Delaware-F^lh.  So 
we  rode  back,  and  in  fome  Time  found  the 
Landing-place  and  little  Path  ;  then  the  iwo 
Friends  committed  us  to  the  Lord's  Guidance, 
and  went  back. 

We  travelled  that  Day,  and   faw  no  tame     • 
Creature,  at  Night  we  kindled  a  Fire  in  the 
Wildernefs,  and  lay  by  it,  as  we  ufed  to  do  in 
fuch  Journies ;   next   Day  about  nine  in  the 
Morning,  by  the  good  Hand  of  God,  we  came 
well  to  the  Falhy  and  by  his  Providence  found  Delaware- 
there   an   Indian   Man,  a   Woman   and   Boy  ^^^^=^- 
with  a  Canoe :  So  we  hired  him   for   fome  Wam- 
Wampampeg,  to  help  us  over  in   the  Canoe  j  P'"FS» 
We  fwam  our  Horfes,  and  though  the  River  which  in- 
was  broad,  yet  got  well  over;  and,    by   the  dians take 
Diredions  we  received  from  Friends,  travelled  J^Iq^'^/.'^^ 
towards  Delaware  Town  along  the  Weft  Side  Delaware 
of  the  River:  When  we  had  rode  fome  Miles,  Town, 
we  baited  our  Horfes,  and  refrefhed   ourfelves 
with  fuch  Provifions  as  we  had,  for  as  yet  we 
were  not  come  to  any  Inhabitants.     Here  came 
up   to  us  a  Finland  Man  well  horfed,  who 
could  fpeak  Englifi^  he  foon   perceived  what  AFinlattd 
we  were,  and   gave  us  an  Account  of  feveral  M-^n 
Friends,  his  Houfe  was   as  far  as  we   could  v^'^'^li'c 
ride  that  Day ;  he  took  us  there,  and  lodged 
us  kindly. 

P  a  Next 
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Next  Morning,  being  firft  Day  of  the 
'^^'"v-vj  Week,  we  went  to  Uplands,  where  were  a  few 
Uplands.  Yx\tn(^%  met  at  Robert  fFade's  Houfe,  and  we 
in^  alRo-  were  glad  one  of  another,  and  comforted  in 
]oert  the  Lord,  After  Meeting  we  took  Boat  and 
\\'ades  Y^,ent  to  Salem  about  thirty  Miles,  there  lived 
-r  V  •  1  John  Fennick.  and  feveral  Families  of  Friends 
3  Friend  trom  England^  we  ordered  our  Horles  to  meet 
from  Eiig-  us  at  Delaware  Town  by  Land  j  fo  we  got 
'^"!'  Friends  together  at  Salem^  and  had  a  Meeting ; 
nw  at?a-  After  which  we  had  the  Hearing  of  feveral 
iein.  Differences,  and  endeavoured  to  make  Peace 
smong  them. 

Next  Day  we  went  by  Boat,  accompanied 
Debware  hy  leveral    Friends,  to    Delaware  Town,  and 
Town.      there  met  with  our   Horles  according  to  Ap- 
pointment, but  for  a  lofig  Time  could  get  no 
Lodging  for   ourfelves,  or  them;  the  Inhabits 
ants  being  moft  of  them  Dutch  and  Finns,  and 
addidled  to  Drunkennefs.     That  Place  was  then 
under   the  Government  of  New-York,  and    is 
now  called  Pennfyhania,  there  was  a  Deputy- 
Governor  in   it;  lo  when  we  could  not  get  a 
Lodging,    I  went  to  the  Governor,  and   told 
him,  fFe  were  Travellers,  and  had  Money  to  pay 
for  what  we  called  for,  but  could  not  get  Lodging 
for  our  Money.      He  was   very  courteous,  and 
went  with  us  to  an  Ordinary,  and  commanded 
the  Man   to  provide   us  Lodging  (which   was 
boih  mean  and  dear)  but  the  Governor  fent  his 
Man  to  tell  me.  That  what  I  wanted^  fend  ta 
him  jcr  and  I  jbould  have  it. 

The 
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The  next  Morning  we  took  our  Journey  to- 
wards  Maryland^    accompanied   with   Robert  ^rfX^ 
Wade  znA  another  Friend:  We  travelled  hard  eih  ro.^'" 
,and  late  at  Night,  fo  came  to  William  South-  wards  Ma- 
erbfs  at  Saxtfrax  River.     From   thence   we  '"y^^"^- 
went  among  Friends  on  the  Eaftern  Shore  in  I^^^J^"' 
Maryland,  where  we  had  many  precious  hea- 
venly Meetings  with    Friends  and  others,  for 
the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  Men  and  Women's 
Meetings  10  order  the  Affairs  of  the  Church. 
A  bleffed  Time  we  had  together,  to  our  mu- 
tual Comfort. 

After  fome  well-fpent  Time  there  in  Truth's 
Service,  I  had  Drawings  to  go  over  the  great 
Bay   of  Chefeapeaky    to  the  Weftern  Shore  to  Great  Bay 
vifit  Friends,  and    Samuel  Groom  of  London y^^^^^^^'^- 
Mafter  of  a  Ship  being  there,  fent  his  Boat  and  ^^^  * 
two  of  his  Men  to  take  me  over ;  that  Night  Grooma 
one  of  the  Men  was  under    much  Trouble  of  Ship-Ma^ 
Spirit,  but  we  landed  well  early  next  Morning  ^"* 
at  the  Clifs,     1  had  many  good  Meetings  on  w.  E. 
that  Side  of  the  Bay,  and  good  Service  feveral  landed  at 
Ways,  for   there  were  fome  troublefome  Spi- *^'^^^^*^^' 
rits  gone   out  from  Truth,  that  were  a  great 
Exercife   to  honeft  true-hearted   Friends,  the 
Lord  gave  me  Ability  and  Underftanding  to 
deal  with  them,    and  to   fet  Truth  and   its 
Teftimony  over  them,  to  the  Joy  and   Satis- 
fadtion  of  Friends. 

After  fome  Time  fpent  there,  I  went  to  the 
£aftern  Shore  again,  and  had  many  precious 

Meetings 
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Meetings  with  Friends,  then  took  my  Leave 
^^y^/""^  in  the  Love  of  God,  in  order  to  go  down  the 
AnaraeiTy.  great  Bay  of  Anamefy,  to  vifit  Friends  there, 
accompanied  with  James  Fletcher^  and  three 
other  Friends  to  manage  the  Boat  j  but  meet- 
ing with  very  foul  Weather,  and  contrary 
Winds,  we  were  forced  to  put  afhore  in  an 
Ifland,  and  pitch  the  Boat,  having  Sails  fpread 
for  our  Covering,  we  lay  there  all  Night, 

Next  Day,  the  Weather  being  very  foul 
with  Sleet  and  Snow  and  the  Wind  againft  us, 
Panixent  we  ftood  over  the  Bay  to  Patuxent  River,  and 
^^^^r.  came  to  Benjamin  Lawrence's  Houfe,  who  re- 
j  ar "  ceived  us  kindly ;  we  had  a  good  Meeting 
Benjamin  there.  After  which  the  Wind  turning  fome- 
^^^^■,       what  fair,    we  took  Boat  and  w^nt  on   our 

rfince  s  , 

Houfe.  Journey ;  but  it  was  very  cold  foul  Weather, 
Sleet  and  Snow,  and  we  were  all  that  Day 
and  moft  of  the  Night  e're  we  got  to  the  Place 
intended,  which  we  obtained  with  much  Diffi- 
culty, 

When  we  came  on  Shore,  I  could  neither 
go  nor  ftand,  but  as  two  bore  me  up  one  by 
each  Arm,  I  had  fuch  violent  Pains  and  Weak- 
nefs  in  my  Back  and  Loins  with  piercing 
Cold,  We  ftaid  there  two  Meetings,  and  foon 
after  they  took  me  to  the  Boat  in  order  to  go 
to  Virginia,  for  I  could  not  go  alone  without 

ChefeL  H^^P  '■>  ^^  P"^  '"^°  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^*y  °^  Chejeapeaky 
peak  and  as  we  croffed  the  Mouth  of  Tork  River  a 
York  Ri-  gtorm   took   us,  and  the  Wind   came  againft 

us. 
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us,  fo  that  we  were  hard  put  to  it  to  efcape  the 
Breakers  j  yet  the  Lord's  eminent  Hand  faved  ^-^^/^V 
our  Lives. 

Word  went  to  Friends  in  Maryland,  that 
we  were  drowned,  but  we  got  to  a  little  Creek 
in  a  fmall  Ifland  uninhabited,  and  were  forced 
to  ftay  there  three  Nights,  the  Wind  being 
againft  us,  alfo  the  Weather  foul  and  ftormy 
with  Rain,  Sleet  and  Snow :  We  had  no  Shel- 
ter but  the  open  Skies,  and  the  wet  Ground 
to  lie  on,  this  augmented  my  Cold  and  Pain, 
but  the  Lord  bore  up  my  Spirit,  and  enabled 
me  to  endure  it,  as  in  many  other  AfRic- 
tions.  As  foon  as  a  Seafon  of  Wind  and  Wea- 
ther prefented,  we  took  Boat  and  fet  on  our 
Journey,  fo  came  to  a  Branch  of  -E/Z^^^^Z/^  Elizabeth 
River,  to  one  Teafs%  Houfe,  where  I  had  been  River. 
before ;  he  and  his  Family  were  convinced  of 
the  Truth. 

We  came  there  in  the  Night,  a  little  before 
Day,  and  he  cau(ed  a  Servant  to  open  the  Door, 
they  took  me  out  of  the  Boat,  and  led  me  into 
the  Houfe,  for  I  was  not  able  to  go  alone,  fo 
fet  me  in  a  Chair  3  but  prefently  my  Spirit  was 
iineafy,  and  greatly  difquieted,  being  fenfible 
Things  were  wrong   in  that  Houfe.     In  the  One  Yeats 
Morning  the  People  got  up,  then  it   appeared  go"^  ^rom 
plainly  that  they  were  gone  from  Truth.     Af-  Jdmouifll 
ter  I  haddifcourfed  with  them  concerning  their  edbv 
Running  out,  and  had  admonifhed  them,  my  ^^'  ^' 
Spirit  being  very  uneafy  under  that   Roof,  I 

dclired 
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defired  our  Company  to  help  me  into  the  Boat* 
JrjT^'*^  which  they  did :  So  we  went  to  Elizabeth 
Houtland.  -^ioutlaftd's^  about  three  or  four  Leagues  off; 
there  I  ftaid  fome  Days^  and  had  Meetings, 
and  then  yames  Fletcher  left  me.  In  a  few 
Days  I  grew  pretty  well,  that  I  could  travel, 
and  had  many  precious  Meetings  with  Friends, 
both  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  the  Affairs 
of  Truth  relating  to  Gofpel  Order.  There  was 
indeed  Need  enough  of  Help,  for  Things  were 
much  out  of  Order,  and  many  unruly  Spi- 
rits to  deal  with.  I  had  good  Service  and 
Succefs,  for  the  Lord  bleffed  his  Work  in  my 
Hand. 

But  the  Country  was  in  great  Trouble,  and 

dangerous  Travelling  in  fome  Places,  the  7«- 

dians  being  at  War   with  the  Chriftians^  and 

the   Governor,  Sir  William  Berkeley  and  Col. 

Governor  Bacon  at   fierce  War  one   againft  another ;  fo 

Berkeley    that  the  Country  was  involved  in  Trouble  (only 

Bacon^at    Friends  flood  neuter)  and  my  being  there  was 

lierceWar  not  in  vain  on  that  Account.     I  travelled  from 

Ttilerr''  Place  to  Place  for  a  pretty  Time,  then  came 

t    '       Frigates  from  England  with   Soldiers,  to  ap- 

peale  the  Difference  between  the  Governor  and 

Col.  Bacofi.     Col.  Bacon  died,  and  feveral  of 

his  Party  were  executed,  others  fined   in  great 

Sums  5  but  Friends  were   highly   commended 

for  keeping  clear. 

Now  I  was   moved  of  the  Lord  to  go  to 
Carolina,  and  it  was  perilous  Travelling,  for 

the 
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the  Indians   were   not  yet   fubdued,  but   did 
Mifchief  and  murdered  feveral ;  the  Place  they  v^"^^^-^ 
haunted  much  was  in  that  Wildernefs  betwixt  ^j^^^^jij^g 
Virginia  2ind  Carolina^  k?ircQ  2Lny  durft   travel  to  Caroli- 
that  Way   unarmed:    So  Friends  endeavoured  "^* 
to  dilTuade  me  from  going,    telling  of  feverai 
that  were  murdered.     I  confidered,  that   if  I 
fhould    fall  by  the  Hands  of  thofe  Mnrdcreri, 
many  thereby  would  take  Occalion   to   fpcak 
againft  Truth  and  Friends :  So  I  delayed  lome 
Time,  thinking  the   Lord   might   remove   it 
from  me,  but  it  remained  ftill   with  me.     In 
the  mean  Time  I  appointed  a  Meeting  on  the 
North  Side  of  James  River,  where  none  had  J^m^s' 
been,  and  there  came  feveral  Friends  a  great 
Way  to  it  in  Boats,  there  came  alfo  the  Widow 
Houtland*^  eldeft  Son,  with  whom   I  walked 
near  two  Miles  the  Night  before  the  Meeting, 
advifmg  him  of  fome  Diforders  in  the  Family, 
and  fo   we   parted}    he,  with   fome    Friends, 
went  to  one  Houfe  to  lodge,  and  I,  with  fome 
other  Friends,  went  to  the  Houle  where  the 
Meeting  was   to  be  the  next  Day,  but  before 
Morning   a   Meffenger  cam«  to  tell  me^  T^be 
young  Man  was  dead.  I 

Tt  was  a  great  Surprize  to  us:    Then  the-^Y'^.^^^ 
Word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  faying,  ^// the  Lord 
Lives  are  in  my  Hand^  and  if  thou  goejl  not  to  ^^  ^^'^^ 
Carolina,  thy  Life  is  as  this  young  Mans;  but 
if  thou  goefiy  1  ivillgive  thee  thy  Life  for  a  Prey. 
So  after  the  Meeting,  we  put  his  Body  in  a 

Q^  CotBn, 
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Coffin,    and  carried   him  in  a   Boat   to    his 
U*^^V  Mother,  to  bury  him. 

The  next  Day  I  made  ready  for  my  Journeyj 

but  none  durft   venture  to  go  with  me,  fave 

one  ancient    Man,  a  Friend.     We  took   our 

Journey  through   the  Wildernefs,  and  in   two 

TamesHaii  Days   Came   well  to   Carolina^  firil  to   James 

from  Ire-   Halh  Houfe,  who  went  from  Ireland  to  Vir- 

J?'!^^-5'"gg/W^  with   his  Family:  His  Wife  died  there, 

AgwQ.  im-  and  he  had  married  the  Widow  FhilUps  at  Ca- 

inediatei)^  roHna,  and  fo  lived  there;  but  he  had  not  heard 

recovereth  ^^^^  j  ^^^  -^  ^^^^^  p^..^^  ^^  ^j^^  World.     When 

I  came  into  the  Houfe,  I  faw  only  a  Woman 
Servant  j  I  aHced  for  her  Mafter,  the  faid,  He 
*was  fick.  I  afked  for  her  Miilrefs,  flie  faid, 
She  was  gone  abroad.  I  bid  her '(hew  me  the 
Room  where  her  Mafter  lay  ;  fo  I  went  into 
the  Room,  where  he  was  laid  on  the  Bed,  fick 
of  an  ylgue  with  his  Face  to  ihe  Wall :  I  called 
him  by  his  Name,  and  faid  no  more;  he  turn- 
ed himfelf,  and  looked  earneftly  at  me  a  pretty 
Time,  and  was  amazed ;  at  lafl  he  aflced,  If 
that  was  William  ?  I  faid,  Tes.  He  laid.  He 
was  affrighted,  J  or  he  thought  it  had  been  my  Spi- 
rit \  fo  he  prefentiy  got  up,  the  Ague  left  him, 
and  did  not  return:  He  travelled  with  me  the 
next  Day,  and  kept  me  Company  whilft  I 
ftaid  in  that  Part. 

On  the  fifft  Day  following,  they  appointed 
Altemar:e  a  Meeting  on  the  other  Side  of  Albemarle  Ri- 
Rivcr.      ver,  where   the  Man  and   Woman  had  been 

convinced 
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convinced  when  I  was  there  formerly ;  but 
whtn  we  came  the  Man  told  us  His  Wije  was  ^>y^^ 
jiifl  a  dyings  and  it  'would  not  be  convenient  at 
that  T^ime  to  have  the  Meeting  there :  So  we 
ordered  the  Meeting  to  be  about  a  Mile  from 
thence,  at  one  Tems\  Houfe,  a  Juftice  of  the 
Peace,  who  (with  his  Wife)  was  convinced  and 
received  the  Truth  when  I  was  in  that  Coun- 
try before.  There  we  had  a  full  precious  Meet- 
ing, but  after  we  were  gone  trom  the  Houfe 
where  the  dying  Woman  lay,  flie  came  to 
her  Senfes,  and  her  Huftand  told  her  of  the 
Meeting,  and  of  me  j  (he  laid,  She  remembered >^  dying 
me  well,  and  the  Words  that  I  (poke  when  I  was  ^^^°'"^" 

J  r  7     1^  /   /•  r     n     '       1       remem- 

tbere  jevcrat  1  ears  before^  were  jrejh  in  her  i-,ers\\\  E's 
Memory^  as  if  (he  heard  me  j peak  them  juji  then  ;  i^ayings 
and  faid,  It  had  been  happy  for  her  that  Day, 
if  fhe  had  lived  accordingly.  She  died  before 
our  Meeting  was  done,  fo  that  I  could  not 
Ipeak  \\"irh  her.  I  had  feveral  precious  Meet- 
ings in  that  Colony,  and  feveral  turned  to  the 
Lord  ;  People  were  tender  and  loving,  there 
was  no  Room  for  the  Prieds,  (i.  e.  Hirelings) 
for  Friends  were  finely  fettled,  and  I  left 
Things  well  among  them.  When  I  was  clear 
of  that  Service,  we  returned  to  Virginia  fafe 
under  the  Lord's  Protedion  :  Praifes  to  his 
Name  for  evermore ! 

Now  after  fome  Meetings  in  feveral  Places,  temictil"' 
and  fettling  of  Things  among  Friends,  I  was  to  be  at 
clear  of  that  Country,  and  it  was  with   me  to  5*!\]e'^t'"' 
go  for  England,  to  be  at  the  Yearly-Meeting  at  ingat 

0^2  London  >  London. 
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London;  there  being  then  a  Briflol  Ship  in 
i^/V?  Elizabeth  River,  in  which  I  had  my  PafTage  : 
He  that  was  Merchant  and  Dodor  of  the  Ship, 
was  a  Friend,  and  a  good  Companion  in  the 
Voyage:  When  the  Ship  was  ready,  many 
Friends  went  aboard  with  me,  where  we  part- 
ed in  the  Love  of  God. 

Meetings       In  our  Voyage  we  had  federal  Meetings  on 
die^v"^   board  the  VelTei,  and  when  we  came  between 
'NeiJCJQtindland  and  Ireland^  we  met  with  fierce 
foutherly  Winds,  which  drove  us  far  North- 
ward, and  for  many  Days  we  lay  under  much 
Strefs  of  Weather ;  then   finding   a   Concern 
upon  my  Mind,  I  called  the  Mafter  and  Com- 
InDifircfs  P3"y  ^own   into  the  Cabin,  where  I   prayed 
the  Lord   fervently   to  the  Lord    with   them,  near   the 
lieareth      Conclufion  whereof  he  that  was  at  the  Helm, 

the  i  ray-  ,  .  ' 

eisofhis    called  to    hand  the   Sails,  for  the  Wind    was 

People,     turned:  Then  were  all  glad,  and  the  Weather 

coming  fair,  we  ftood  away  to  the  Southward, 

and  after  a  few   Days  Sail  we  got  in  Sight  of 

Ireland,  having  but  a   fmall  Breeze  of  Wind,, 

England    we  flood  along  the  Jrijh  Coaft,  becaufe  Rng- 

at  War     /^«^  being  then  at  War  with  trance^  the  Ma- 

F^anpe,     ^^"^  ^'^^  Merchant  of  the  Ship  thought  it  not 

fafe  to  keep  oat  at  Sea,  fo  concluded    to  put 

into  Cork  Harbour,  until  the  Wind  came  fair 

to  take  us  cjuickly  over  the  Channel  for  B^ng- 

land. 

The  Merchant,  the  Mate  and  I,  purpofed, 
when  we  came  to  Anchor,  to  go  adiore  at  C^r/J, 

1  having 
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I  having  a  Defire  to  fee  Friends  there,  and  they 
being  kind  Men,  were   willing  to  have  gone  ^^^V"*^ 
with  me  ;  but  the  Mafler  perceiving  our  Inten- 
tions, when   we  came  to  the  Mouth  of  Cork 
Harbour,  taciced  about  the  Shio,  and  flood*  to  folm 
Sea  out  of  meet  CroiTnefs,  being  a  very  perverfc  M^^^erof 
drunken  Man;  his  Name  vjdi^John  Craggy  he  tlie  Ship, 
told  us,  He  knew  our  Defign,  and  would  crofs  it:  a  P^^'er^e 
But  it  fell  upon  himfelf,  for  he  after  coming 
afhore,  was  turned  out  of  the  Mailer's  Place, 
and  the  Mate  put  in. 

When  we   came   to   Briftol^  I  ftaid   fome  Briflol. 
Meetings  there,  and  was  well  refrcflied  in   the 
Lord  Jefus  with  honeft  Friends,  though  I  was 
a  Stranger  to  them  before,  only  they  had  heard 
of  me.     Then  I  went  towards  London  to   the 
Yearly-Meeting,    many  Friends  from   BrifiolYczr^y- 
and  feveral  Parts  of  the  Country  were  in  Com- ^^.'^^'"S 
pany ;    the  firfl  Day's  Journey   we  came  to  don. 
Marlborough,  and  Friends  there  having  heard  iMaribo- 
of  me,    were   defirous   to   have   an    Evening  i^ough. 
Meeting,  to  whichi  confented  ;  and  a   fvveet, 
heavenly,  comfortable  Meeting  it  was:   After 
which,    they  defired   me  to  give    them   ano- 
ther Meeting  as   I  came  back,  to  which  I  a£- 
fented. 

Now  it  came  upon  me  that  Evening,  to  be 
at  Reading  Meeting,  which   was  to  be  on  the  Reading 
Morrow,  at  the  fecond  Hour  in  the  Afternoon,  ^^«-<-'ti"S» 
and  was  thirty  Miles  off:  So  I  told  Friends,  I 
mufl   leave   them,  and  be  gone  towards  Rea- 
ding 
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dijig  by  the  Sun-rifing  next  Morning,  to  be 
^-^^V"^  there  at  the  Meeting,  and  defiied  that  one 
Friend  might  go  with  me,  becaufe  I  was  a 
Stranger  to  the  Way;  but  they  were  not  willing 
that  I  fliould  leave  them,  fo  concluded  to  be 
ready  to  travel  with  me  next  Morning  at  Sun- 
rifing  ;  which  they  did :  And  though  we  had 
Reading,  ^^veral  Women  in  Company,  we  got  to  Reading 
to  the  Meeting,  which  was  very  large,  there 
'  being  many  Friends  from  divers  Parts,  and  the 
Lord's  Power  mightily  appeared  therein.  I  v»^as 
furnifhed  in  the  Word  of  Life  to  declare  the 
Myfteries  of  God's  Kingdom,  as  alfo  to  lay  open 
the  Myftery  of  Iniquity,  and  honeft  Friends 
were  tendered  and  refrefhed  ;  yet  many  fepa- 
rate  Spirits  being  in  that  Meeting,  they  hard- 
ned  themlelves  againfi  theTeftimony  of  Truth, 
as  at  other  Times. 


London. 


W  E.  a- 

bout  two 
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America 
ill  the 
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The  next  Day  we  came  to  London,  where  I 
met  with  many  ancient  Friends  and  Brethren, 
and  wc  weie  fweetly  comforted  in  the  Lord, 
and  glad  to  fee  one  another.  I  was  at  many 
public  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and 
Men's  Meetings  with  Elders  and  Brethren  for 
managing  Truth's  Affairs,  ' 

Now,  having  been  about  tv^^o  Years  away 
in  the  Lord's  Service,  from  my  Wife  and  Fa- 
mily and  Friends  in  Ireland^  I  left  LoJidon  in 
Company  with  feveral  Friends  of  Briftol  and 
others,  fo  purpofed  to  take  Shipping  at  Briftol 
for   Ireland \  but  after  I    had  gone  feventeen 

Milts 
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Miles  on  the  Way,  I  fonnd  Drawings  from  the   1677. 
Lord   to    return    to  London  again,  to  be   at  a  jrf^^''^^ 
Meeting  appointed  there   the   next   Day   foFrcuim  ^° 
Truth's  Affairs  ;    fo  in  Obedience  to  the  Lord  again  to 
I  went  back,  and  was  at  the  Meeting,  where  ^o'l^^on* 
Friends  were  under  a  clofe  Exercife,  occafioned 
by  a  feparate  Spirit,  which  had  prevailed,  and 
led  cut  fome  from  the  Truth  and  Unity  with 
faithful   Friends,  into  a  fltfhly   Liberty  from 
under  the  Crofs  of  Chrifl   and  Self-denial.     I 
was  exercifed  with  Friends  in  this  Matter,  and 
in  the  Dread  of  the  Lord's  Power  moved  to 
bear  a  Teftimony  againft  that  feparating  Spi-  ^  fep;,ra. 
rit;  alfo  Elders  and  Brethren,  in  a  Senfe  of  the  ting  Spi- 
living  Power  of  God  then  prefent  with   us,  a^^^jf^j^^^ 
judged  and  condemned   it,  and  a   Paper  wasandjudg- 
given  forth  from  the  Meeting  to  that  EfFed  '^  ^V 
figned  by  many.  ^.dfa'ith- 

ful  Bre- 

Being  clear,  I  took  my  Leave  of  G.  F.  and  ^^'^^^■'^* 
Friends,  and  proceeded  again  on  my  Journey 
to   Readings    accompanied  by  'Thomas  Bnggs 
and   Thomas  Bracey ;  fo  to  Marlborough  next  ^^jvfeet- 
Day,  where  we  had  a  Meeting,  according  to  i"g  at 
Agreement  before  I    went  to  London ;  then  I  ^^^'^j^ 

routrn  fcv 

went  to  Bri/iolj  and  ftaid  fome  Meetings ;  fo  Agiee- 
to  King  s- Road  to  take  Shipping  for  Ir eland y    fe-  "^'^'^^  ^^- 
veral  Friends  went  with  me  aboard,  where  we  ^^  * 
took  Leave  one  of  another  in  the  tender  Love 
of  God. 

Then  fetting  out  to  Sea,  we  had  not  failed 
up  with   the  Ille  Qi  Liind\\  before  the  Wind 

turned 
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1677.  turned  contrary,  and  drove  us  afhore  at  'Tefiby, 
^^y^^"^-"  I  went  to  Haverford-we/i.  and  viiited  Friends, 
feverai  ^  ^'^^  ^^^  Meetings  in  feveral  Places  with  them. 
Meetings  and  we  were  well  refreflied  together  in  the 
at  Haver-  Lord  5  fo  lUid  about  a  Week :  Then  the  Wind 

lord  welt,  ...  _  .  i  1       i     1   " 

£;c.  coming  rair  we  put  to  bea  again,  and  landed  at 

Cork^  where  Friends  were  glad  of  my  Coming: 
When  I  had  vifited  Friends'  Meetings  in    that 
l[olm  Fen- Quarter,  I  went  to   yohn  Fennelh,  in  Com- 
»eil.         pany  with  feveral  Friends,   where  we  had  a 
refrefhing    heavenly   Meeting.       Here    divers 
Friends   from  Mount melick^    and  thereabouts, 
-,^  g       came   to  meet  me,  in   whole  Company  I  re^ 
came        turned  Home,  where  I  met  with  my  Wife  and 
Home  to   Children  in  the  fame  Love  of  God,  that  had 
^"^^  y  lYiade  us  willing  to  part  one  with  another  for 
a  Seafon,  for  the  Lord's   Service  and  Truth's 
Sake. 

• 
Some  Time  after  my  coming  Home,  I  weni 

Afte  -       ^^  ^*^^^  Friends'  Meetings  through  the  Nation, 

wardsvi-  and  was  frequently   at   Monthly,  Six- Weeks 

fits  Meet-  ^^^   National  Half- Yearly- Meetings,    as  they 

theNa-^   came  in  Courfe,  both  for  the  Worihip  of  God 

tion.         and  Gofpel-Order,    the  Lord's   Preience   and 

Goodnefs  ftill  attending,  and  giving  an  Under- 

ftanding  in   Matters,  that   anfwered  his  Wilt 

^     and  Mind  both  in   Dodtrine  and   DifcipUne, 

»    g  _     and  by  his  divine  Power,  he  fubjeded  Friends 

iousCon-  to   his  holy  Government,     fetting    Judgment 

cern  upon  qj^  every  Thing  that  appeared  to  the  contrary. 

fbrThe'     And  an  holy,  zealous  Concern  was   raifed  in 

Prof  per  ity  the 

of  Truths. 
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the  Hearts  of  many  honeft    Friends,  for   the 
Honour  of  God  and  his  bleffed  Truth.  V^V>i> 


S  E  C  T.    X. 

Of  the  juil  Judgment  of  God  upon  G*  Clapham, 
the  *  a-f or ef aid  Cruel  Prieft.     In  1682.  W*  E.  *  Vid« 
was   excommunicated^  and  had  a  public  CoH" 
ference  mth  the  Bifhop^  in  his  Courts  about 
Tithes,  Gofpel-Minillers,  WorfJnp^  &c.  And 
of  his  third  Voyage  to  America,  in  1683* 

OW  there  being   fometimes   Occafion, 
__         to  appeal  to  the  Government,  in  Behalf 
of  Friends  and  Truth,  I  with  others  was  will* 
ing   and  ready   to  anfwer  that    Service  j    and 
the  Lord  blcfled  our  Endeavours   therein,  and 
gave   us   Favour  with     them    in    Authority ; 
Truth  profpered,  and  Meetings  enereafed,  yet  Meeting^ 
the  Priefts  were  flill  covetous   for  Tithes,  i^c,  enereafed. 
which  Friends  for   Confcience-fake  could  not 
give  them,  whereupon    they  fuffered   greatly. 
Now  the    afore- mentioned     George   Clapham^ 
Prieft,  who  had   been  fo  cruel  againft  us,  the'^'l^""^^ 
Lord  made  an  Example  of,  depriving  him  of  o^rge 
his  natural  Senfes;  yet  he  kept  the  Parifh,  and  ciaptiam* 
hired  a  Curate,  one  faines  Lloyd,  as  he  called  "^^^^^^^ 
himfelf;  but  others  faid,  he  changed  his  Name  Senfes. 
for  Mifdem^anois  he  had  committed:  He  was 

K.  a  (hame- 
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1682.  a  fliamelefs  wicked  Man   on  feveral  Accounts, 
^^^""^(TKi  and  very  fierce  to    get  Tithes  from  us ;  who 
being  fomewhat  difappointed  by  Kobert  yack- 
Jon^  and  me,  he  put  us  in  the  Bifhop's-Court, 
had  us  excommunicated,  taken  with  a  Writ, 
and  committed  to  Prifon    in   the  Year   1682, 
and  he  himfelf  guarded  us  thither. .   When  wc 
came  to  the  Dungeon,  where  Thieves  and  Mur- 
derers were  kept,  he  in  a  fcornful  Manner  told 
me,  Inhere  was  my  Lodging.     We  were  con- 
fined Prifoners   about  twenty  Weeks,  and  had 
jviany       many  precious  good  Meetings,  having  the  Be- 
good        nefit  of  Friends'  Company,  who  came  to  fee 
in'^rT^^  US  from  moft  Parts  of  the  Nation  j  fi^w  Days 
'  pafled,  but  we  had  the  Company  of  honelt- 
hearted  Friends  from  one  Place  or  other. 

When  the  Lord's  Time  was  come,  he  made 
A  Way  o-  Way  for  our  Liberty,    in  Manner   following  : 
rened'fur  'p^g  Lord  of  Ely  being   then  our  Landlord, 
Refeafe.     was  Concerned  for  us,  becaufe  of  our  Sufferings, 
and  endeavoured  with  the  Bidiop  for  our  Li- 
berty, who  ordered  us  to  come  to  the  Court  at 
Kildare  :  Accordingly  we  came,  and  there  was 
the    Bifhop,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  Priefts, 
the  Lord  of  Ely  and   his  Steward,  with  feveral 
-i,    ^.      other  Perfons  of  Account  in  the  World,  and  a 
fliop  dif-   great  Concourfe  of  People  J  one  Dean  Sh?^  was 
courfing    Chancellor  of  the  Court,  yobn  Biirnyeat  and 
concern-    ^nthofiy  Sharp  accompanied   me  to  the  Court, 
in.c^  yet  went  not  in,  but  flood  at  the  Door,  where 

Tithes,      j^gy  could  both  fee  and  hear  us.     The  Bifliop 
began  to  difcourfe  with  me  concerning  Tithes, 

which 
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which   I   was  unwilling  to  enter  upon,  being   1682. 
fenfible  of  my  own  Wcaknefs  ;  but  he  urged  :  ^-'^'V^^ 
Then  the  Lord  by  his  Divine  Spirit,  gave  me 
Wifdom    and    Underftanding,     and    brought 
Scriptures  into    my    Memory    fluently,  fo  that 
I  proved,  Tithes  to  be  endedy  and  that  it  was 
uintichriflian  either  to  pay   or  receive  them  in 
Gojpel  TiineSy     Which  Thing    was  opened   fo 
clear    to   the   Underftandings   of  the    People, 
that  there   feemed  to  be  great   Satisfadtion    in 
the  Court.     Then  Dean  Sing  ftood   up   before 
them   all,  and   faid,   If  he  had   known   me  as 
well  before^  as  he  did  now^  1  Jl:oiild  not   have 
jiiffcred;  with  (everal  other  Expieffionsof  Kind- 
nels. 

W^e  went  througli   many  other  Things,  re- ci^.^.p^al 
lating  to    Gofpel-MinijlerSy  Chrifiian   Religion.^ -Wi^^^ya 
Faith,  and   the  True  WorfJ:ip  of  GOD.     And  ^^''!l^^'\ 

'     •  or  Oueries 

my  Underilanding  was  clear,  ripe  and  ready,  anfwered 
through   the  Ailiftance   of  the  Lord's  bleffed  ^y  ^^'' E- 
Spirit,  to    anfwer   to   Matters;    fo  that   they 
could  not  refill  what  I  faid,  the  Bi(hop  himfelf 
was  filent,  then  I  told  him,  That  I  thought  my 
buffering  was  illegal^  for  that  the  Claufe  in  the 
Statute  c;/ Henry  the  Eighth ^  by  which  they  had  p^rt  of 
•  proceeded  againji  me,  did  not  take  hold  of  me  \  and  ti'5  Statute 
ij  a  moderate  iinbiajjed  Judge  had  the  Miniftring  vin^'lSr 
of  the  LaWy  he  might  have  found y  that  I  was  not  Tithes. 
the  Man  it  took  hold  of'.    For  the  Words  in  that 
Statute  arey  that  if  any  Man  out  of  a  perverfe 
Will  and  ungodly  Mindy  p?all  detain  his  Tithes^ 
hejhall  be  fo  proceeded  againJl.     But  as  for  me^ 

K  2  Idid. 
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1682.   /  did  not  detain  Tithes  out  of  an  ungodly  Will  or 
V^'V"^  perverfe  Mind ;  hut  cut  oj  a  tender  Confcience 
towards  God^  and  could  not  believe^  that  the  King 
and  Pa?^ Ha me?Jt  of  Enghnd  i72tendcd  that  yl5f 
againfi  tender  confcientious  Men,  but  againfl  un~ 
godly ^  loilful  and  per-verfe  Men,  according  to  the 
Claufe  in  the  AB,     They   had   not  confidered 
that  Point,  and  were  all  filent,  only    the   Bi- 
'    fhop,  who  enjoined  me  to  give  him  in  Writing 
the  exadt  Words  of  the  afcrefaid  Acft,  and  alfo 
to  give  him   in  Writing   the  Reafons    why   I 
TlieBi-     diffented  from  the  Chmch  o{  England y  faying, 
qu^reHr    ^^0'  ^^^^ft  ^^^  loje  fuch  a  Man  as  1.     So  ordered 
Keafoiis     US   to  appear    there  at  the    next  Court,    and 
^^\       wrote  to  the  Sheriff,  to  let  us  have  our  Liberty 
for  lea-     UHtil  then,  and  fo  broke  up  the   Court.     Our 
ving  their  Difcourfe  held  full  three   Hours,  in    a   quiet 
^\mc\\.    jyi^j^ne^  without   any  other    Bufmefs :  When 
we   came   out  to  Friends,  who  ffood  at  the 
Court-Door,  John  Burnyeat  faid.  He  was  ni- 
^er    better  fatisfied  with  a  Days  Work  in  all 
his  Life^  the  T^ejiimony  of  I'ruth  being  fo  over 
thenu 

The  next   Court   we  appeared,  as   ordered, 

and  the  Bi(hop  then   would   abfolve  us ;  but  I 

told  him,  /  could  not  come  under  any  of  their 

friends'     Ceremonies^  and  we  had  much  Difcourfe  about 

andle"^'  it ;  at  laft  he  bid  God  make  us  good  Ghiiflians, 

vicehacl   and  wrote  to  the  Sheriff  to  difcharge  us  fron:>, 

a  good      Prifon,  which    was   readily  done.     This  Suf- 

^     ■'  ^,  fering  and  Conference  through   the  Lord's  Bleff- 

ing  had  a  good  Effed :  For  fince  that  Time, 

both 
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both  the  Bifliop  and   Officers  of  that  Court   1682. 
have   been  kind  to  Friends,  and  particularly  v^^'V*^ 
to  me. 

Now  in  the  Year  1683,  I  was  moved  of  the   1683. 
Lord  to  vifit  Friends  in  the  Carribbee-lllands  ^  ^  is 
and  'Jamaica :    So   after   acquainting    fcveial  ^\l^ 
Friends,  and  they  having  Unity   with  me   in  Friends  m 
my  Concern,  alfo  my  Wife  being  wilhng  to  ^^'^^^^ll' 
give  me  up  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  as  at  other  ifiands. 
Times,  I  heard  of  a  Ship  at  Cork  bound  for 
Barbadoes,  of  which  Robert  Scot  fen,  a  Friend  Robert 
from  London^  was  Mafter,  who   was   glad   of  ^^^^^J^ 
my  Company ;  when  I  received  Account  the  ^^^^  *' 
Ship  was  nearly  ready  to  fail,  I  took  Leave   of 
my   Wife  and  Children,    committing  all   to 
God,    then   took  my  Journey,    accompanied 
by    feveral  Friends   to  Cork,    where    I  took 
PalTage  in  the  faid  Ship.     When  Friends  that 
accompanied  me  thither  had  ftaid  fome  Days, 
we  parted  in   the  tender  Love  of  God,  and 
in  the  fweet  Unity  and  Comfort  of  his  Spirit. 
In   a  few  Days   after  we   went   to   Sea,  the 
Wind    was  fair,  but  foon  after  a  great  Storm 
arofe,  which  continued  with  us  two  Weeks ; 
and  the  Tackling  of  our  Rudder  was  broke,  and  Ey  a 
could  not  be  mended  for  many  Weeks  :  So  we  ^^?^^  ^^'c 
were  hard   put  to  it  to   fail  without  a  Rud-  Kudder  is 
der ;  but  the  Lord  favoured  us  with  a  Wind,  broken. 
^nd  we  got  well  to   Barbados  in  about  two 
Months. 


As 
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As  foon  as  we  came  to  Anchor,  fcveral 
Friends  came  aboard,  and  wete  glad  of  my 
Coming ;  I  went  on  Shore  with  them,  and  la- 
boured in  the  Service  of  Truth,  having  Meet- 
ings in  every  Quarter  of  the  Illand,  both  for  the 
Worfliip  of  God,  and  Difcipline,  to  fettle 
Things  that  were  unfettled,  and  redify  Things 
amifs,  as  much  as  in  me  lay.  Friends  were 
generally  fubjed:  to  Golpel-Order,  and  Truth's 
Government. 


Leeward 
flands. 


Antigua. 


Nevis. 


After  I  had  been,  labouring  there  fome 
Months,  it  was  with  me  to  go  to  the  Leeward- 
Iflands.  So  Ralph  Fretwell^  and  fome  other 
Friends,  then  going  to  Penfylvania^  took  me 
on  board  their  VelTel,  and  put  me  on  Shore  in 
Antigua^  and  fo  went  on  their  Voyage  5  but 
Iflaid  there  fome  Time,  and  had  many  Meet- 
ings both  for  Dodlrine  and  Difcipline,  where 
there  was  great  Need  of  Labourers.  And  when 
clear,  I  took  PalTage  from  thence  to  NeviSy 
where  were  honeft  tender  Friends,  and  we 
were  well  refreQ:ied  in  the  Lord,  and  in  one 
another.  I  had  many  fweet  comfortable 
Meetings  with  them,  to  which  alfo  many  Peo- 
ple came,  among  whom  were  feveral  Juftices 
of  the  Peace,  who  were  tendered  and  confefTed 
to  Truth. 


The  Chief  Judge  of  the  Ifland, SimmonSy 

and  his  Wife  were  both  convinced,  and  came 
to  feveral  Meetings;  the  Report  of  which  went 
abroadp  and  the  General,  ons  Staple- 
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fOHy  feemed  to  be  offended,  and  threatened  to  168'^. 
banifli  me  out  of  the  Ifland  ;  but  Judge  Simmom 
told  him,  ^hey  had  Reafon  to  blefs  God  for  my 
Coming  there^  which  had  brought  a  Bleffing  to 
their  IJland:  For  before  I  came ^  they  had  not 
had  a  plentiful  Seafon  of  Rain  for  three  Tears 
pafl \' and fince  my  Coming  they  had  been  plenti- 
fully replenip^ed  with  Rainy  the  EffeB  whereof 
was  like  to  bring  them  much  Increaje.  So  I  ftaid 
until  I  was  clear  of  that  Service,  and  left  Friends 
tender  and  loving. 


lEnia, 


Then  I  took  PafTage  back  for  Antigua,  but  Antic 
by  contrary  Winds  was  put  into  Mountferrat, 
and  ftaid  there  fome  Days,  then  came  to  An- 
iigutty  and  ftaid  there   fome  Meetings ;  and, 
taking   Leave   of  Friends,    took   Paftage   for 
BarbadoeSy  and   in   four  or  five  Days  landed  Barbadoes 
there.     I  was  kindly  received  by  Friends,  who 
were  glad   of  my  coming  back,  to  give  them 
another  Vifit.     When  I  had  ftaid  feveral  Meet- 
ings, and   was  often   refreftied   together   with 
Friends,    I  took  Paflage  to  famaica^  accom- 
panied   by    Henry  Currier:   When   we    v/ent  Henry 
away,  many  Friends  from  feveral  Parts  of  the  Currier, 
Ifland  came  to  Brids^e-Town.  where  we  took  ^'^'^?"^" 

-,,  .       .  J      ,       •=*  ,     j~  panies 

Shipping,    and   there  parted    rrom   us    in   the  \V.  E. 
tender  Love  of  God,  and  Unity  of  his  blefled  Bridge- 
Spirit.  .  To"**'"- 


Port  Roy- 


In  about  two  Weeks'Time  we  landed  at  Tort- 
Rcyal  in    famaica^  and  came  to  f  ohn  W ill-  ^ \n] 
ji?/i?/'s  Houfe  to  lodge  J  after  having  a  Meeting  "•^''^^ 

there. 
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1683.  there,  we  travelled  to  many  Parts  of  thelfland, 
VOrN^  and  bad   many  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip  of 
Cod  J  alfo  Men  and  Women's  Meetings  about 
Church  Affairs,  for  the  Settling  of  Friends  in 
Gofpel-Order,  and  there  were  ^Things  bard  to 
get  through,   fo  that  my  Spirit  was  bowed  down 
in  Suffering  with  the  Seed  of  God,  and  under 
this  Trouble  of  Mind  and  Spirit,  the  Strength 
of  my  Body  failed  for  fome  Time;  but  the 
Lord  by  his  Spirit  and  Power  ftrengthened  and 
raifed  me  up  again.     Then  we  travelled  much, 
and  had  many  Meetings  in  divers  Places  of  the 
Illand  ;  and  went  through   feveral  Hard{hip3 
and  Exercifes  of  various  Kinds.     After  fome 
Months*   Service  in  thofe  Parts,  Henry  Currier 
Bermudas,  went  from   thence   to   Bermudas^   and   fo   to 
Barbadoes  Barbcidoes  \  but  I  flaid,  being  not   yet  clear, 
and  had  many  Meetings  both  for  the  Worfhip 
of  God,    and  Men  and   Women's  Meetings 
for  Settling  the  Affairs  of  the  Church  in  Gofpel- 
Order,  in    which   Service   the  Lord  flood  by 
me,  and   helped   me  to  go  on  in  his  Work 
through  flrong  Oppofitions,  the  Word  of  his 
Teftimony  being  over  Oppofers,  whereby  ho- 
neil-hearted  Friends,    who  loved   the   Truth 
and  Government  thereof,  were  greatly  ftrength- 
ned  and  comforted.     1  had  good  Service  there 
for   the  Lord  feveral   Ways,  for  about   ic^tn. 
Months'  Space. 

W.  E.  re-  Being  clear  of  that  Service,  1  took  PafTage 
turns  to  for  Ireland  \n  a  VelTel  bound  for  Cork^  whereof 
Ireland,    j^^^  BcnJ'ord  was  Mailer,  when  we  were  ready 

io 
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to  fail,  feveral  honeft  Friends  went  aboard,  and  1683* 
took  their  Leave  of  me  in  tender  Love,  fo  we 
fet  Sail,  and  in  about  feven  Weeks* Time,  land- 
ed well  at  Cork,  and  the  Province-Meeting  be- 
ing at  hand,  which  was  then  appointed  at 
Limerick,  I  went  there  accompanied  with  many 
Friends  from  Cork,  and  thofe  Parts.  Here  my 
Wife  and  feveral  Friends  from  Leinfter  met  me  ; 
we  were  joyful  in  the  Lord,  and  glad  to  fee 
one  another* 


S  E  C  T.    XL 

j^^tef  his  Return  from  America,  he  faithfully 
publified  in  many  Meetings  a  remarkable  Fro- 
phecy  of  the  late  Troubles.  Aljb  of  hii  feveral 
prudent  and  fuccefsful  Applications  to  the  Go^ 
vernment,  for  the  Relief  of  dijireffed  Prote-^ 
Jlants,  till  1690. 

NOW  King  yamesU.  being  newly  come  .,.  ^ 
to  the  Crown,  Peoples'  Minds  were  not  j,mes  ih 
fettled  under  the  Government,  and  fome  Offi-  Coming. 
cers  did  fliew  themfelves  bufy  in  diftarbing  our 
Meetings,  and  at  that  Time  committed  me  and 
leveral  other  Friends  to  the  MarfJjalfea ;  but  we 
were  foon  releafed,  and  kept  cur  Meeting  the 
Time  appointed  for  that  Service,  and  the  Lord's 
Pfefence  being  with  hs»  Friends  v»'ere  well  re^ 

S  frefned 
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1685.  freflied  and  comforted  therein,  and  in  one  an^ 
v^VNrf  other. 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 
I  went  with  my  Wife  and  Friends  from  Lime- 
rick to  my  own  Houfe,  and,  as  Way  opened, 
'    vilited  Friends  in  the  North,  and  other  Places, 
duly  attending  public  Meetings  both  for  Wor- 
ihip  and  Dilcipline:    Then   a  weighty  Senfe 
came  upon  my  Spirit,  of  Great  Exercife  mid 
W.  E's      T^riah  approaching,  which  would  try  us  ally  and 
Prophecy  fjjdf  the  Lord  would  fpre ad  the  Carcofj'es  of  Men 
proachfng  ^«  ^^'^  Earth,  as  Dung.  ^  So  in  the  Spirit  and 
CaJamityl  Power  of  the  Lord,  1  faithfully   and  plainly 
warned  Friends  and  others  of  it  in  many  pub- 
lic Meetings  in  divers  Places,  and  often,  in  the 
Lord's  Movings,  advifed  Friends  To  leffen  their 
Concerns  in  the  World,  and  be  ready  to  receive 
the  Lord  in  his  Judgments,  that  were  at   hand, 
and  to  fee  unto  himjor  Succour^  that  they  might 
have  a  Place  of  Safety  in  him.     The  like  Doc- 
trine, Admonition  and  Exhortation  often,  and 
in  many  Places,  I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to 
publifh.     So  I  am  a  Witnefs,  that  his  Care  is 
for  and  over  his  People,  that  they  be  not  fur- 
prifed,  but  might  make  ready  againft  the  Day 
of  Trial :  And  in  a  fliort  Time  Trouble  came 
on  apace. 

Far!  of  The  Earl  of  Tyrconnel,  then  Lord  Deputy  of 
TyrccnncI  j^^^^^^^  armed  the  Irifi^  and  difarmed  moft 
Sand  of  the  Englijld',  fo  that  great  Fear  came  upon 
difarms     tjje  PfOteftants,  moft  of  the  great  leading  Men, 

!'!f,^"S-  and 
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and  many  others,  left  their  Places  andSubftance,    1685. 
and  went  for  England^  others  of  them  got  into  v^V^ 
Garrifons,  and  thofc  that  ftaid  in  their  Dwell- 
ings lay  open  to  Spoil.     An  open   War  foon 
broke  out,  and  Abundance  of  the  Iri/h  (who 
went  in   Bands  but  were  not  of   the  Army) 
called  Raparees,  plundered  and  fpoiled  many  Raparccs 
of  the  EngUp  Proteftants,  alfo  many  of  the  I'l^nder. 
Army,  that  were  under  Command   in  Troops 
and  Companies,  were  very  abu live,  being  coun- 
tenanced by  their  Officers ;  fo  that  the  Prote- 
ftants  were  under  great  Diftrefs  many   Ways,  Proteftants 
though  the  Government  gave  forth  leveral  Pro-  "'^^*^'" 
clamations  againfl  fuch  Abufes.  DUtrefs. 

And  we  being  Sharers  with  many  other  Pro- 
teftants in  thefe  Sufferings,  a  Concern  came  upon 
ojy  Mind   to  appeal  to  the  Government,  to 
rcdrefs  Abufes  committed  in  the  Country,  by  W.E.  h 
fome  of  the  Army,  particularly  one  Troop  at  concerned 
Mountmelkky  who  were  very  abu  five,  concern-  lofheGo- 
ing  whom  I  petitioned  the  Duke  oiTyrconnel^  vemment 
who  heard  my  Complaint,  and  for  Example  p'j^^jj.^^ 
to  the  reft  caihcercd  the  Quarter-Mafter,  and  B^'remov 
ordered  two  of  the  Troopers,  who  had  done  ing  a 
Abufes,  to  be  ca(heered,  and  alfo  fent  to  Goal,  Troop, 
the  Troop  to  be  immediately  removed  to  an-  \ITS^ 
other  Place,     This  eafed  our  Quarter  for  a  little  Quarter  is 
Time.  ^^fcd.. 

Now  the  Quarter-Mafter  was   very  fubmif- 
five,  and  defired  me  to  folicit  the  Duke  to  re- 
ftore  him  to  his  Place;  which  I  did,  and  the 
S  2  Duk# 
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Duke  granted  it.     This  gained  much  upon  ma- 
l/^VXJ  ny   of  them,  and   I    gained   Acquaintance    at 
Court:    But  Things   grew   worfc    and   worfe. 
Sir  May-  After   this   a  Party  of  Sir  Maurice  Eu/f ace's 
Tice         Troop  came   our  Road,  and  did  great  Abaies 
to  feveral  Proteftants  in  Mountmelick,  and  there- 
Some  of    about.     Some  of  them   came   to   my    Houfe, 
IjisTioop  ^j^j  were  very  rude,  taking  mc  bv  the  Hair  uf 
five.         my  Head,  and  hahng  me  about  the  Yard  among 
fpW-E.  their  Horfes  Feet,  without  the  ieaft  Provoca- 
tion ;  fome  of  them  with  Clubs,  and  cihers 
with  cocked  Piftols,  fwearing  they  would  kill 
pie  J  which  my  Wife  hearing,  came  out  forely 
amazed  and  affrighted,  defiring  them,  To  take 
(ill  we  had,  and  fave  my  Life.     Then  they  left 
pie,  and  turned  after  her,  fwearing  and  calling 
bad   Names }  and  ihot   feveral  Times  ac   my 
Maftiff-Dog    that  was   chained,    and   h  rode 
aw^y  hke  mad  Men,  abuling  and  btrating   all 
the  Englip  they  met  with  ;  fome  they  almolt 
killed;  And  in  Mountmelick  there  was  a   great 
Scuffle  (and  like  to  have  been  worfe  than  it  was) 
betwixt  them   and   lome  Englip:)^  whom  they 
A  Report  abufed.     News  went  thither  that  I  was  killed, 
g^?^^-      fo   ihey  concluded  a    Maflacre  was  intended, 
\v°E  is   believing    I    would    give   them  no    Occafion. 
Kiifeci,     Xhis  alarmed  and  affrighted  the  Proteftants  in 
Idghts'theOur  Parts,  fonie  ran  into  Woods  and  Boggs,  to 
ibngiiih.    hide  themfeives. 

The  next  Morning  I  went  to  Mountmelick^ 
where  (everal  Engliflj  Proteftants  expreft'ed 
their  Gladnels  to  fee  me  alive.     Our  chief  Merj 
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of  the  EngUJh  there,  that  were  not  fled,  were 
Juftice  Warnfordy  Hopton  Harris y  Sec,    I  went  '^--''V^ 
to  them,  they  were  glad    to   fee  me,  but  con- jufiicc 
eluded  this  was  a  Fore-runner  of  a  Maflacrc.     I  ^^'^^^?!^^^ 
told  them,  1  ifas  of  another  Mind ;  J  or  it  rather  ton  Ham. 
appeared  to  be  a  Contri'vance.  to  alarm  and  af-  f'aid  at 


rris 


their 


fright   all  the   Englifli,  to  make  them  rtin  Jor  pj^^^^  ^^ 
England,  that  they  might  have  the  Country,  and  thetrou- 
all  we  had  to  them/elves :  jind  that  I  believed  ^^^^^'^ 
they  intended  no  Majfacre ;  for  if  they  had^  they 
'would  not  have  given   us  this  Alarm.     And  if 
they  would   manage  this  Matter   well,  it  might 
make  full  Proofs  for  all-  the  Englifli  in  Ireland 
to  know,  whether  they  intended  a  Mafjacre  or  fioty 
I  advifed  To  take  full  Examinations  of  the  Abufes,  w.  E.  ad- 
and  fend  fome  Men  to  Dublin   with  them,  a?2d^'^^^^^^ 
petition  the  Government ;  and  by  this  we  fljould  an.  in^'^' 
all  hiowy  what  they  intended  to  do.     They  af-  tions  of 
fented   thereto,  and    liked  it  well  -,  but   (aid,  ^^"^^? 
^hat  at  this  Time,  unlefs  I  would  go  and  under-  ed. 
take  it,  none  elfe  durfl.     I  confidered  the  Matter, 
and  underftood  well  the  Undertaking  was  the 
Hazard  of  a  Man's   Life ;  yet   perceiving    it 
might  be  the  Saving  of  many,  I  took  Courage, 
and  my  Life  was  not  much  to  me  for  the  Good 
of  my  Countrymen ;    fo  I  told  them,  7/" Hop-  \\r,  e. 
ton  Harris  and  George  Wheatly  would  go  «k;/V/^  withH.H. 
vie,    I  would  undertake  it.     They   were    two  j^eopard   ' 
noted  Men  in  the  Town,  that  had  been  abufed  them- 
by  that  Party;   when  they  confidered  the  Mat-  fe'^^^  £^^ 
ter,  they  were  willing  to  go:  Then  the  Jaflice  their 
took  Examinations  of  the  Abufes  done,  and  the  Country, 
pexi  Day  we  took  our  Journey  to  Dublin,  but 
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not  the  ufual  Road,  left  we  (hould  have  been 
^^^""V"^^  way-laid. 

Lord  When  we  came  to  Dublin,  I  went  to  the 

Chief  Juf-  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Nugent,  who   was  ftill  my 

gent  a"     FHcnd,  I  acquainted  him  wiih  the  whole  Mat- 

iiiendto  ter  j  he  feemed  to   take  little  Notice  of  any 

^^'  -^      Abufes,  but  what   they  had  done  to  me,  and 

promifed  to  be  at  the  Caftle  fuch  an  Hour,  and 

he  would  aflift  me  to  come  to  the  Speech  of 

the  Duke  of  T!yrconneL     So  I   and  the  other 

two  went  to  the  Caftle,  where  Judge  Nugent 

came,  as  he  promifed,    and   prefently   I   was 

called  into  the  Duke's  Clofet,  but   the  other 

two  were  not  fuffered  to  go  in,    I  told  the 

Duke  of  the   Abufes  done  to  me,  and  what 

Troop  they  belonged   to ;  he  looked  with  a 

W.  E  in- four  Countenance,  and  faid  little  to  it.     Then 

the^Duke  ^  ^P^^^^  °^  '^^  S^'^^^  Abufes  done  to  my  Neigh- 
ofgrofs     hours,  and  particularly  to  thofe  two  Men  that 
Abufes      came  with  me,  who  were   ftanding  without ; 
his  Frote^  but  I  was  ftopped,  and  bid  to  fpeak  to  my  own 
fiant         Bufinefs,  fo  difmifted.     I  went  out  to  my  two 
bou^« "      Neighbours,  and   told  them,  I  well  perceived 
they  intended  jjo  Maffacre^  but  to  affright  the  refi 
of  the  Froteftants  out    of  Ireland ;   however  I 
would  profecute  this  Matter  to  the  End,  per- 
ceiving  that   they   would   not  hear  them,  yet 
1  defired  their  Company,  and  they  were  wiUing 
to  be  with  me. 

roi.Ruf-       We  went  then  to  Col.  Ruffely  who  was  then 
^^'"  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  thofs  Troopers  be- 

longed 
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longed  to,  and  told  him  of  the  Abufes  done, 
and  how  the  Englifi  were  affrighted ;  he  feemed 
to  be  much  concerned,  and  laid,  If  Jiich  were 
not  made  an  Example,  it  was  T^ime  jor  every  one 
to  look  to  himfelj,  but  he  would  go  to  the  Duke^ 
and  lay  it  home  to  him.     (This  Col.  Ruffel  went 
foon  after  for  England)  We  went  to  the  Lord  W.  E.  ac- 
Granard,  who  was   then  Lieutenant-General,  ^i'^'_»fs 
and  acquainted  him,    what   an   Affright   the  Graiia7ci 
Country   was   in   upon   this    Occafion.      He  of  tiie  af- 
wasmuch  concerned  and  dejeded  in  his  Mind,  Co^jjjit? 
and  faid.  He  was   General,    and  no   General ,  oi  the 
but  he  would  go  to  the  Duke,  and  lay  it  clofe  ^o  Country. 
him.     We  were  alfo  with   the  Lord  Mountjoy,  T.nrd 
and  feveral  other  Perfons  of  Note  of  the  Prb-  ^f^i'^tjoy* 

teltantS.  teftants 

acqua  nN 

So  the  Noife  thereof  fpread,  and  the  Duke  ^^'^^^'^'>^' 
fcnt  that  Evening,  and  faid.  We  had  made  a 
great  Noife  in  the  City,  and  would  know,  if  we 
had  Witnefjes  ready :  I  faid,  IVe  could  have  an 
hundred,  and  more  if  Need  were.  So  he  ordered 
us  to  be  at  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Nugenfs  next 
Morning  at  eight  o'  Clock ;  alfo  the  Captain 
and  Troopers  were  ordered  to  be  there,  to  have 
the  Matter  examined.  We  came  at  the  Hour 
appointed,  the  Captain,  S\r  Maurice _  Eufiace, 
and  the  Troopers  were  there,  and  examined, 
but  all  denied  the  Fadlj  then  Judge  Nugent 
aiked  me,  If  I  knew  any  of  them,  that  did 
ahufe  me.  I  challenged  one,  and  he  confeffed  ; 
then  the  OfBcer,  who  was  with  the  Party,  was 
put   to  dilcover  the   reft,  which   he  did:  So 

they 
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they  were  difarmed,  and  fent  to  the  Goal  at 
Maryborough.  Then  the  two  Neighbours,  that 
were  with  me,  fpeaking  of  the  Abiifes  done  to 
them,  the  Judge  checked  them,  for  making 
fome  fmall  Refiftance  in  their  own  Defence  ac 
MGuntmelkk,  Now  having  feen  what  they 
aimed  at,  we  went  Home. 


Thofe  Troopers  that  were  committed,  came 
foon  after  to  Moiintmelick  (by  the  Sheriff  and 
A  Troop-  Coaler's  Leave)  one  of  them  came  to  my  Houfe^ 
erdefiringjo  afk  me  Forgivenefs,  and  faid,  They  would 
nefs^of "  f^^^^e  Vie  what  SatisfaSiion  I pleajed.  Then  I 
W.E  it's  went  to  Mountmelick  where  the  reft  were, 
granted     y^  ^  ^^  Abufers  and  Abufed,  and  difcourfed 

with  a 

Caution,    privately  with  Juftice  Warnford,  (hewing  him, 

fVe  had  got  all  we  were  like  to  have ;  for  we  /aw 

how  Things  wrought^  and  it  was  bejl  to  forgive 

them,  for  otherwije   we  flmdd  get  nothing  but 

their  Hatred,  and  perhaps  a  worje  Mifchief  than 

we  had  gotten  already.     Some  were  againft  it, 

but  I  went  out  to  the  Soldiers,  and  told  them, 

/  hoped  this  would  he  a  W.arning  to  them,  to  be 

civil  for  the  future ;     and    fo   forgive    them 

what  they   had  done  to  me,  wifliing  them  To 

fatisfy  the  reft  whom  they  had  abufed.     They 

begged  of  mt  To  write   with  them  to  the  Lord 

Chief  Juftice  Nugent,  to  give  them  their  Horfes 

'Tj^g  and  Arms,  J  or  they  bought  them;  which  Ldid, 

Troopers   and  they  were  very  thankful,  and  piomifed  To 

Horfes  and  ^^  ^;^^   ^^    ^^    Friends   where   ever  they   met 

fto'red       with  them:  They  bad    their  Horfes  and  Arms 

them  on    reftored.     Soon   after  this   fame  Troop  came 

^'^f'^  into 
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into  our  Quarter,  to  take  Horfes  and  Arms 
from  the  Proteftants,  the  Captain  alighted  at  ^^^V^« 
my  Houfe,  and  tvas  very  courteous,  promifing 
to  do  what  Kindnefs  in  him  lay  for  any  of  my 
Friends ;  notwithftanding  which  they  generally 
took  Friends'  Horfes,  as  well  as  others. 

Now  Trials  and   great  Exercifes  encreafed 
daily,  and  moft  of  the  eminent  leading  Men 
of  the  Englifh  Proteftants  were  gone,  and  thofe 
who  ftaid  were  difcouraged  to  appear   to    the 
Government,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Coun- 
try.    So   Things  looked  with  a  Face  of  Ruin  Times 
and  Deftruftion  j  and  through  a  Sight  and  Senfe  ruinous. 
of  it,  a  Concern  came  upon  me  to  appeal  to  the 
Government  in  Behalf  of  the  Proteftants,  and  in  peaietii^^" 
particular  for  Friends.     I  was  often  at  Dublin^  to  the  Go- 
and  ufed  what  Intereft  I  had  gotten  with  the  J-^^^^'J"^^^^ 
Government,  for  the  public  Good.     Now  the  public 
.Zn/Z)  Army  were  marching  to  the  North  againft  Good, 
the  Proteftants  there  in  Arms,  and  I  was  much 
concerned  with  feme  Friends  in  Dublm^  to  ufe 
all  our  Intereft  with  the  chief  Officers,  to  fpare 
and  be  kind  to  our  Friends  in  the  North,  for 
they  were  not  in  Arms ;  and   many  of  them 
promifed  they  would,  and  performed  their  Pro- 
mike. 

Now  Calamity  encreafed,  the  Rapji-rees  oh  Calamiff 
one  Hand,  plundered  and  fpoiled  many  of  the  encrciri.-J. 
EnglifJo,    and  on   the   other  Hand  the    Army 
marching  and  quartering,  took  what  they  plea- 
fed  from  US}  and,  our  Families  were  their  Ser- 

'T  vatits* 
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i68g.  vants,  to  make  what  we  had  ready  for  them: 
^^'"'^'^  And  it  looked  like  a  fudden  Famine,  there  was 
be  a^Fa-°  fuch  great  Deftrudion.     Now  I  confidered  the 
mine.        Way  to  prolong  Time,  that  thcEnglifi  might 
eat  Part  of  their  own,  was  to  get  a  Guard  of 
In'/Ji)  Soldiers  in  that  Quarter,  which  lay  open 
to  all  Mifchief.     So  I  went  to  DubliUy  and  got 
an  Order  from  the  Duke  of  T^yrconnely  for  one 
Captain    Captain   Francis  Dimn^  and  his  Company,  to 
Conwfny  ^^Y  ^"^  "^»  ^"^  protedl  that  Quarter   again  ft 
help  !o     Thieves,  Raparees,  and  other  Violences.     This 
fiopPjun-  pyf  a  little  Stop  to   Plundering  in  our  Quarter, 
'  ^'      which   forely  vexed  Plunderers  and    Thieves : 
Then   fome  evil-minded  Officers  got  this  Cap- 
tain Dunn  removed,  and  he  went  on  his  March 
near  forty  Miles  j  but  King  James  being  then 
come  into  the  Nation,  another  Friend  and  I 
procured  his  Order  to  bring  him  back  again ; 
Proteftants  yet  they  were  not  quiet  until  he  was  again  re- 
Subftance  moved,  thcu  the  Proteftants  with  us,  went  faft 
lo'^wreck.  ^o  wreck  in  their  Subftance. 

^y^  E  In  thofe  Times  I  was  much  at  iDubliny  ap- 

nnich  at    plying  to  the  Government   in  Behalf  of  the 
^H^-n<T   Country,  for  the  Lord  had  given  Friends  Fa- 
to  the  Go- vour  with  the   Government,  and   they  would 
yernment  j^g^r   mj   Complaint,  and   gave   forth   feveral 
of  the  ^     Orders  to  Magiflrates  and  Officers  of  the  Army, 
Country,   to  fuppreis  Raparees,  and  reftrain  their  Abufes, 
and  they  ftood  a  little   in   Awe  of  me,    for 
they  knew  I  had  an  Intereft  with  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I  was 
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I  was  fometimes  with  King  parries,  and  told   1689. 
him  of  the  Calamity  the  Protellants  were  under  ^^''y"^^ 
in  theCotintry,  and  he  would  hear 'me quietly,  ^'^'^^^^^' 
for  the  Lord  made  Way  in  their  Hearts  for  us,  k.  Jam^s 
againft  fuch  a  Time  of  great  Exercife  and  Tri-  J^^^'.'^  ^^' 
al,  and  I  had  a  Concern  upon  me  to  make  Ufe  thc'pL-^ 
of  it  for  the  public  Good,  the  chief  of  the  tenants. 
Englifi  Proteftants  being  gone,    who   might  Chief  of 
have  appeared  to  the  Government  for  the  Safety  ll'j^^pro.' 
of  the  Country.  tcftants 

gone  for 
England, 

" £,C. 

SECT.    XII. 

Of  his  frequently  cxpofinghn  oumLifetofave  his 
Neighbour  s,  a?id  fta?iding  his  Ground  i?i  thofe 
perilous  TimeSy  'till  his  Houfe  was  Jet  on  Fire^ 
himfelf  and  two  Sons  led  away  to  be  murdered 
by  the  Iridi  Raparees;  yet  by  Divi?2e  Provi- 
dence were  delivered  out. of.  their  Ha?ids.  About 
the  Tear  1690,  he^  with  many  more,  faw 
the  FulflUng  of  his  Prophecy,  mentioned  in  the 

lafi  Sedlion. 
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O  W   was   Wickednefs   let   loofe,    and  Several 
got  an  Flead;  fo  that  by  Violence  and  J^^o^eft^n* 
Cruelty   moft   of  our   Proteftant   Neighbours  tkiM^eir 
were  forced  from  their  Dwellings,  and  feveral  Cattle  go 
Families  came  to  my  Houfe,  until  every  Room  ^°  yi'  ^ 

A    2  was  of  Sa:ctv. 
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;; 6B9.   was  full ;  alfo  mofl  of  their  Cattle,  that  were 

^yTy-N^  Jeft,    they    brought    to   my   Land,    thinking 

themfelve^-vand    Goods  fafer   there  than  elle- 

1600.  where.    .Now  were   we  under  great  Exercife 

and  Danger,  not  only  of  loling  our   Goods, 

but  our  Lives. 

The  Irini       ^^  ^'^^  Boyne  Fight,  the  Irifi  Army  being 
when  beat  beaten,  many  of  them  fled  our  Road,  and  plun- 
at  the       clered  many  in  our  Parts ;  they  plundered  my 
Hcriit,       Houfe   feveral  Times  over,  and    we  were  in 
jr-iunder     great  Jeopardy  of  our  Lives ;  they  were  wicked 
pAv^E?  ^"^^  bloody  ;  fo   the  Family  were  forced  to  go 
out  of  the  Way,  and  my  Wife  defired  me  to 
go  aiide,  left   they   (hould  kill   me,    for  flie 
would  venture  her  own  Life  to  fave  mine  j  but 
W.  E.      I  could  not  do  it,  though  they  {hould  be  per- 
5?"  "1  "^^  mitted  to  kill  me  :  Yet  the  Lord's  fecret  Hand 
fe'fthoiigh  relt rained    them,     and   prelerved    our   Lives, 
to  fovc  !us  xhey  took  all  our  Houfhold  Goods  they  could 
,'.|';"        find  and  liked,  and  all  our  Horfes  that    were 
took  what  l^-f!^-    Now  was  Violence  let  loofe,  and  no  Go- 
ii^ey  liked  vernment  to  make  Addrefs  to.     The  RngUPo 
Arniy  did   not  come  near  us  for  fome  Time, 
and,  to  look  outwardly,  we  were  expofed   to 
the  Wills  of  ctuel  blood-thirfty  Men. 

So  I  fent  to  the  Chief  of  the  1ri(h  near  to  us, 
who  fiaid  at  Home,  and  they  came  to  me  \  I 
told  them,  ^hey  might  conjidcr  we  had  lived  a ^ 
peaceable  Neighbours^  and  I  wified  we  might  d& 
fo  ftiil;  and  though  at  prejent  the  Englifh  in  this 
Neighbourhood  lie  open  to  the  Spoil  of  their  Coun- 

try9ne?7j 
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trymen^  yet  they  might  eafily  apprehend  it  would   1690. 
come  to  their  Turn  ;  for  the  Englifli  Army  being  g^J^ 
M afters  in  the  Field,  would  foon. advance,  <7«^  Army 
then  they  might  expeB  the  fame  Meajure from  Mafters  of 
them^  as  the  Englidi  now  received  from  their  *''^   ^^   ' 
CouKtrytnen,     Wherefore  I  advifcd.  That  they 
would  ufe  their  utmofi  Endeavours  to  keep  off 
their  Countrymen  from  fpoiling  the  Englifh .  of 
that  Little  which  they  had  left^  and  when  the^v^^- 
\\{h  Army  advanced  to  us,  we  would  ufe  our  En- 
deavours   and  Intereft  to  do  the  like  for  them. 
They  feemed  to  accept   the  Propofal   gladly, 
and   promifed   with   many  Oaths  to  perform 
it  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power ;  but  did  not : 
For  there  were  few  Nights  pafled,  but  fome  The  Eng- 
of   our   Engliflj  Neighbours   were  robbed  or  ^^^  were 
wounded}  and  when  I  told  them  of  their  Pro-  J^^^oundcd. 
mifes,  they  would  pretend  Ignorance  in   the 
Matter, 

Now  the   EngliJI:)   that  remained  near  us, 
were  forced  to  flee   into  the  Parifti-Worihip- 
Houfe  at  Rojjenallis  (a  little  from   my  Houfe) 
for  Safety.     When  the  EnglifJj  and  Scotch  came 
into   thofe    Parts,   they   plundered   the  IrifJo ; 
but   King  William   put  forth  a  Proclamation, 
^hat  all  the  Irifh,  and  others,  who  would  live  winiam 
^peaceably  at  Home,  fldould  not  be  molejled.     Not-  put  fortX 
withflanding  v^^hich,  there  came  two  Captains,  ^^^-q^^' 
with  about  three   hundred^oldiers,  and  drove 
away  about  five  hundred  Head  of  Cattle  and 
Horfes,  alfo  took  away  Prifoners.     One  Wil^ 
iiam  Punnj  (who  had  been   a  Captain   in  the 

former 
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1690.  former  Wars)   and    two  of  his  Sons,  one  of 

^-'^V^^  whoni  they  ftripped   out   of  his  Cloaths,    in 

order  to  hang  him,  having  Sufpicion  that  he 

was  a  Raparee  j  then  the  Dunns  fent  for  me 

in   hafte,    and   acquainted    me  therewith :    I 

took  Horfe  and  rode  after  the  Parties  as  fwift 

W.  E.      as  I  could,  having  Regard  to  my  Promife  of 

foiioweth  Neighbourhood ;  when   the  Irifi  Neighbours 

lilhinTe-  ^^^  "^^  ^'^^  ^^^^^  them,  many  followed  in 
half  of  the  ExpedatioD  to  get  their  Cattle  and  People  re- 
1"^^        leafed. 

I  rode  four  Miles  before  I  overtook  them, 
when  I  came  near,  the  two  Captains  perceiving 
who  it  was  (for  they  knew  me  before)  made  a 
Halt   and   met  me.     I   reafoned  the   Matter 
with  them,  and  told  them  of  the  King's  Pro- 
clamation, and  how,  It  would  not  be  the  Soldiers, 
but  they  who  commanded^  that  mull  a?2fwer  the 
Injury  done  j  and  that  it  was  a  RefleBion  upon 
the  Kings  Froinife^  as  alfo  a  great  Rejlediion  on 
the  Engiifh  Nation.     So  with  much  Difcourfc 
and  Arguments  to  this  Purpofe,  the  two  Cap- 
tains feemed  willing  to  releafe  all,  if  the  Soldiers 
could  be   prevailed  upon.     I  rode  with  them 
to  the  Head  of  the  Party,  but  they  were  very 
,„  P        ang^'yi  ^"^  would   needs   have  killed  the  IrifJ} 
ventures     that  foUowed  for  their  Cattle :  Whereupon  \ 
his  Life  to  quitted  my  Horfe  and  ventured  my  Life  among 
Inft^'^     the  rude  Soldiers   to  fave    the  IrifJj,  and  with 
much  ado,    I,  with    the  Captains'  Affiftance, 
got  them  moderated  J    on    Condition   to  give 

them 
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them  a  fmall  Part  of  the  Cattle,  to  releafe  the  169c. 
reft.  ^-OT^. 

Then  I  mounted  my  Horfe,  aud  fought  out 
the  Man  whom  they  had  ftripped  for  Hang- 
ing :  When  I  found  him,  I  threw  him  my 
Riding-Coat  to  put  on,  and  deiired  one  of  the 
Captains  to  affift  me,  in  finding  him  that 
had  taken  his  Cloaths :  When  we  had  found 
him,  I  reafoned  the  Matter  with  the  Captains 
and  Soldiers,  telling  them,  It  was  unmanly^  and 
not  like  a  Soldier ,  to  flrip  Men  in  that  Manner  ; 
for  1  had  been  a  Soldier  myfelf  and  would  have 
fcorned  fuch  a  bafe  ABion^  bejides  it  might  be  a 
Precedent  to  the  Irifh  toftrip  the  Englifh.  Many 
luch  Arguments  I  ufed,  which  at  laft  prevailed : 
So  that  the  Captain  made  the  Soldier  put  off 
the  Man's  Cloaths,  and  give  them  to  him  again.  Captain 
I  alfo  got  both  the  Father  and  his  Sons  releafed,  J^'"'^'^ 
with  all  their  Cattle,  and  a  great  Part  of  the  and  his 
others.  t^^o  eons, 

&c.  fetat 
Libertv 

And  frequently,  when  the  EnglifJj  Soldiers  by  Means 
took  away  the  Irifh  People's  Cattle,  I  perfuaded  °^  ^^-  ^• 
them  to  give  fome  of  them  again,  or  bought 
them  for  a  fmall  Matter  with  my  own  Money, 
and  gave  them  to  the  Owners ;  alfo  let  their 
Horfes  graze  on  my  Land,  to  fave  them  from 
the  Plunderers. 

Now  the  EngUPd  Army  fettled  in  their  Win- 
ter Quarters,  and  the  Raparees  encreafed  their 
Number  J  m oft  Part  of  the  Irifj  run  outj  and 

cur 
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1690.  our  Quarter  lay  open  to  them:  They  burned 

KA'^^r>J  many   brave    Houfes,  and  feme  Towns;  alfo 

killed  feveral    Proteftants,  and  all  was   full  of 

Trouble;  yet,  through  the  wonderful  Mercies 

Meetings  of  God,  we  kept  our  Meetings  conftantly,  and 

f 'd  d"     ^^py^^  them  peaceably,  but  in    travelling  to 

thofepe-   and  fro,  were  many  Times  in  Danger  of  our 

ju^ious        Lives  by  the  Raparees,  yet  the  Lord  preferved 

us  wonderfully,  fo  that  I  do  not  know  of  above 

four  Friends  in  this  whole  Nation,  that  were 

killed  by  violent  Hands  all  the  Time   of  this 

great  Calamity. 

Haif-Year      Now  the  Time  of  our  Half- Year's  National 

Meeting    Meeting  at  Dublin  approached,  beginning  the 

"^'eighth  Day   of.  the  ninth  Month,   1690,    to 

which  I  went  as  ufually :  We  had  a  heavenly 

bleffed  powerful  Meeting,  and   Friends  were 

more  than  ordinarily  glad  one  of  another  in  the 

Lord  jefus,  Vv'ho  had  preferved  us  alive,  through 

fo  many  Dangers,  to   fee  one  another's  Faces 

again.     In  the  Time  of  the  Meeting  Tiding* 

were  brought  me,  'That  the  Raparees  had  take?? 

about  twenty  of  my  Cowsy  but   that  none  of  my 

Family  were  hurt.     At  which  I  was  well  fatis- 

lied,  for  then  all  were  in  Danger  of  their  Lives, 

that  faved  any  Cattle  about  us,  and  lived  out  of 

Spoil  and  Garrifons.     When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting 

Cruelty     vvas  over,  I  returned   Home,  and  found    my 

encreafed  ^-^^^  ^^^  Family  Well  ;  which    was  great  Sa- 

Parts  of     tisfadion :    But  Spoil   and    Cruelty   encreaied, 

theCgim-  ^^^  imminent  Dangers  were  plain  in  my  View; 

^^'         yet  I  durrt:  not   reiiiove,  for  I  knew  it  would 

dilcourags 
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difcourage  Friends,  and  the  EngUPo  about  us,  3696. 
and  perhaps  caufe  them  to  flee  from  their  ^■^'"v^^ 
Habitations,  and  fo  be  expofed  to  want  many 
Neceffaries ;  for  thdy  took  Notice  of  me,  and 
many  of  them  thought  they  were  fafer  for  my 
flaying  in  my  Place.  I  alfo  believed  that  one! 
Hair  of  m^  Head  Ihould  not  fall  without  God's 
Providence. 

Now,  on   the  three  ahd  twentieth  Day  of 
the  ninth    Month,  before-mentioned,    I  went 
to  Col.  Biarly,  then  Governor  of  Mountmelickj 
and  told  him,  ^hat  if  he  did  not  iife  fome  fpeedy  J)^'?:^"*' 
Meam  to  fuccour  our  garter ^  it  would  be  to  his  the  Go- 
great  Damage^  jor  1  expeSied  every  Night  that  v5"^"^.  °^ 
my  Houfe  would  be  burnt ;  and  if  1  gave  Way^  meiick'tcy 
all  the  Englifh  thereabout  would  flee :  So  the  Ra-  ^^Ice  Cafe 
parees   misht  burn   and  defiroy  all  the  Foraze^X^^^^l 
there :  And  urged  hrm  to  take  lome  Way  to 
fuccour  us,  informing  him  how  he  might  eafily 
do  it ;  yet  he  took  little  Notice  of  it,  for  that 
fame  Night  fome  hundreds  of  Raparees  befet 
my  Houfe,  and  I  with  my  Family  being  afleep, 
they   fired   feveral  Shots   in  at  the  Windows, 
which  were  heard  at  Mowitmelick,  being  two 
Miles    off;    whereupon    feveral    went   to   the 
Governor,  Col.  Eiarly,  and  defi red  a  Party   of 
Men  to  relieve  me,  which  he  would  not  grant 
them  ;  then  a  certain  Lieutenant  (as  they  faid) 
went  to  him,  and  deflred  a  Party  of  Men,  fay- 
ing, /  was  an  hone  ft  Man,  arid  he  would  re- 
lieve me^  or  kje  his  Life  :  But  5i^r/yanfwered, 
He  would  hang  that  Man  that  would  go   Gut  of 
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1690.   the  Garrifon.     So  the  Raparees   fet  Fire  to  my 
^^'V*^    Houfe,  and  I  ftaid  therein  until   much  of   it 

The  Ra-     ^^g  burnt. 

parees let 
Fire  to  the 

Houfe  cf       When  we  could  ftay  no  longer  for  the  Fire, 

*   '       I  made  Conditions  with  them,  then  opened  the 

Doors,  and   went   out :  But  they  foon    broke 

their  Conditions,  for  though   they  had  bound 

themfelves  with  many  Oaths,  thej/  took  what 

Plunder  they  could  get  from  the  Fire  j  which 

being  very  fierce,  deftroyed    the  greateft  Part. 

One  Marc  One  lufly  Mare  was  burnt  to  Death  in   the 

l-umtin     Stable,    and   two    more  they  got  out  of  the 

and  two  ^' Fire,  forely   fcorched  j    they  took   my  Wife's 

more  fore-  uppcrmoft  Garment,  and  fo  left  her,  but  me 

^y  fcorch-  ^^^  ^^^   ^^^  g^j^g  jj^^y  jq^j.   ^^^^^y  Prifoners, 

bare-legged  and  bare-headed,  and  not  much 
better  than  naked  j  but  one  of  them  (at  my 
Requeft)  lent  me  an  old  Blanket  of  my  own 
to  lap  about  mej  they  took  away  all  my  Cat- 
tle, (left  not  one)  then  they  took  me  and  my 
two  Sons  that  Night  through  rough  Places, 
BufheSj  Mire  and  Water  to  the  Knees  in  cold 
Weather,  when  our  bare  Feet  and  Legs  were 
forely  hurt,  and  bruifed  with  the  Bullies,  Gra- 
vel and  Stones. 

The  next  Morning  they  took  us  to  a  Wood, 
and  held  a  Council  upon  us ;  who  concluded 
to  bang  my  two  Sons,  and  flioot  me,  becaufe 
they  faid,  /  loas  a  [ioiit  Man.  I  told  them. 
Many  of  them  knew  me^  and  7ny  two  Sons  al/o  ; 
and  1  chaJlenged  them  all  to  prove.  That  either 

i,  or 
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7,  or  my  So72Sy  had  wroJiged-any  of  their  Country-  .1690. 
Folks  one   Farthi?7g  all  theje  Ti?nes  oj  Trouble-,  y^T^ 
but  on  the  contrary^  had  laved  them  what  1  could  i 
Jofjjetitnes  with  the  Hazard  of  my  Life  among 
the  Englifh   Soldiers.     Several  of  them   made 
anfwer,  and  faid,  They  knew  I  was   an  honef 
Man.     Then  I  told  them,  If  1  died,  they  were 
my  Witnejjes  I  was   innocent^  and  God  would 
revenge  my  Blood.     They  wondered  at  my  Bold- 
ncls,  and  indeed  my  Life  was  little  to  me,  for  I 
defired  to  die,  if  it  were  the  Will  of  God.    Then  TheRapa- 
they  hood-winked  my  Sons  to  hang  them,  and  re^"^iio<'d- 
two  Firelocks  prepared  toflioot  me;  they  came  J^l,"\^^.^j 
to  hood-wink  me  alfo;    but  I  told  them,  They'iow^di 
need  not.  for  I  could  look  them  in  the  Faces,  and^'^'  ^V 

.■      •  1  r  "^  order 

was  net  ajraid  to  aie,  to  hang 

flicni,  and 

Now  came  up  one  Lieutenant  William  Dunn^  [woFirc- 
who  was  well  acquainied  with  me  and  my  two  locks  ro 
Sons ;  he  was  Son  to  old  Capt.  Du?in^  whom  I^^o^^^  li^^^' 
had  got  releafed,  together  with  his  Cattle  from 
the  Englijh  Soldiers,  and  Brother  to  him  whom 
they  had  liripped  in  order  to  be  hanged,   whom 
I  got  releafed  alfo,  as  aforefaid:  And   he  who 
commanded  this  villainous    Party    that  burnt 
my  Houfe,  with  feveral   others  whom   I    had 
done  Kindnefs  for,   were  prefent ;  fo  this  Lieu-  By  God's 
tenant  Dunn^  expecfling  to  get  Preferment  forProvi- 
what  he  had  done,  would  take  us  to  ylihlo7je/f}^^^.^^'f 
twenty  Miles  from  that  Place.     Thus  the  Lord  w.  E. 
interpofed,  and  would  not  fuffdr  them  to  take  '^'^^  ^"^ 
our  Lives^  having  a  further  Purpofe  of  Service  ;JeVe-^^ 
lor  me.  fei-ved. 

U  2  The 
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1690.  The  faid  £>?/«;?  kept  us  three  Nights  by  the 
VO"^-'  Way  at  a  Cabin,  cold  and  hungry,  fo  that  they 
themfelves  vvondered  how  I  could  endure  it ; 
but  I  told  them,  They  had  taken  and  de(iroye4 
my  ViBuals^  ajid  the  Lord  had  taken  away  my 
Appetite^  fo  1  was  fitted  for  it.  As  we  went 
to  Athlone^  we  met  Lieutenant  Richard  Dunn, 

and   one   Poor   his   Brother-in-Law, 

.   who  railed  again  ft  us  ;  but  1  told  him,  He  fiould 

720t  rail  at   us,  for  we  were   Brijoners,  and  a 

The  Triili  right  Soldier  would  not  rail  at  a  Prifoner.     They 

Party  go    ^^^^^  They  Were  going  to  biirn  M.o\in\.vcit]^\ck,  as 

Mountme-  ^Ifo  the  reft  of  the  Country  then  unburnt^     I  told 

lick,  &c.    them,  There  were  many  hone  ft  People  there,  and 

faid,  God  help  them.     After  fome   other    Dif- 

pourfe  they  left  us. 

As  we  went   through   Kaghan^  there  came 

forth  of  a  Cabin  an  ancient   Irijlo  Man,  who 

Jooked  on  me   with  a  forrowful  Countenance, 

as  though  he  pitied  me,  \  looked  on  him,  and 

aflced  him.  If  he  could  gi-ue  me  a  Piece  of  Breads 

for  1  knew  my    Sons  were  very  hungry^  The 

Man  aniwered,  and  faid,  He  would  give  me  a 

Piece  of  Breads  if  he  bought  it  with  Goldy  for 

be  believed  I  was  one  that  did  fjot  ufe  to  beg  my 

^,^3^.      Bread:  So  he   went  into  the  Cabin,  and  fetch- 

fimi  Iiiila  ed  as   coarfe   a  Piece  of  Bread  (I   thought)   as 

^.^^'^^,       ever  I  faw,  and  faid.  He  was  Jorry  he  had  No- 

W.  E.  a    thmg  to  give  me  to  eat  with  it ;  but  I  told   him, 

Tieceof    Jt  was  verv  acceptable^  and  gave  it  to  the  Lads, 

hSwo"''  That    Nig,ht   we    got   Straw    to    lodge  on,   fo 

Lads.        refted  well,  and  the  next  Day  came  to  Athlone ; 

we 
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we  were  no  fooner  got  into  the   great  Street. 
but  it  was  filled  with  a  Crowd  of  Rabble  and  ^^f^'Jj^ 
Soldiers,  and  the  High  Sheriff  of  that  County  jone  the 
in  the  midft  of  them,    calling    us   Traitors,  ^^j_sh?^J^- 
Rebels,    and   luch   like  Names,    that  it   was^jer.and 
much  they  did  not  ftab   us,  with    their  Bay-  Kabbie 
onets  and  Skeins,  through  the  Sheriff's  anima-  f,JfoJen'J[ 
ting  and  encouraging  them:  But  in  the  Interim 
a  genteel  proper  Man  crowded  through  them, 
and   came  clofe  to  me,  and  calling  me  Mafier 
Edmund  Ton,  afked  me,  How  I  did  ?  I  anfwered, 
faying,  T^hou  feefi  how   I  do ;  but  1  know  not 
thee.     He  anfwered,  and  faid,  /  know  you  to 
be  an  honed  Man^  and  fpoke  aloud  to  the  She- 
riff and  the  reft,    faying,  /  have  known   him  ^^^en*'"<i 
above  twenty  Tears  (and  J  know  him)  to  be  ^T^irifhLieu- 
honefl  Man,  fay  you  all  what  you  will  of  him,  tenant  fa- 
This  made  them  all  quiet :  Thus  the  Lord  pro-  ^"^  j^^ 
vided  Succour  for  us,  from  their  own  People,  his  Dif- 
in  the  Time  of  eminent  Danger.     Then  they  ^^^^^ 
took  us  to  the  Main  Guard,  where  the  Rabble 
thronged    in  upon    us;    but   this  Man   came 
there,  and  brought  me  a  Noggin  of  Brandy, 
and  told  them,  They  did  ?2ot  know  fne,  fo  well  as  y^^  ^j^^ 
he  did;  alfo  acquainted  me  what  William  Dunn,  acquainti 
who  brought  me  there,  had  informed  again  ft  !ji{"°( 
me.     Then  I  told  him  the  whole  Paffngc,  and  Accufa- 
he  faid,  If  that  was  all,  he  would  not  have  me  ^'^^^^  ^- 
deny  any  Toing.     I  anfwered  him,  /  had  done  ^^'"^  ^"* 
nothing  that  1  need  deny.     This   Man's   Name 
was  Valentine  Toole ^  a  Lieutenant,  I  heard  he 
was   reproved   for  being  fo  kind   to  me,  and 
durft  come  no  more  to  fee  ipe. 

In 
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In  fome  little  Time  we  were  taken  to  the 
^•"''^V'^  Caftle,  where  the  Governor,  Col.  Grace^  and 
"W.  E.      the   Council   of  chief  Officers   were  niet.     I 
beforTthe  ^^"^^  in  with  my  old  Blanket  lapped  about  me, 
Governor  the  Governor  afked,  Where  1  livedo  and  What 
inadefpi-^^j  ;;z)'  Ndfnef  I  told  him,  I  was  old  William 
Condition  Edmundfon  :  He  ftood  up,  with  Tears  in  his 
which  mo- Eyes,  and  faid.  He  wasforry  to  fee  me  there  in 
to^ConT    ^^'^^  Ccfiditiorij   for  he   knew  me  well,  having 
mikxziion  been  Jometimes  at  my  Houje.     Then    the  Go- 
vernor  afl<.ed   the  Lieutenant  that  brought  us 
there.  What  he  had  to  fay  againft  me?  And  he 
accufed  me  of  feveral  Things  fallly,  and  I  hav- 
ing free  Liberty  to  anfwer  to  every  Particular, 
did  it  fo,  that  the  Council  of  Officers  were  well 
Thelieu-fatisfied,  and  the  Governor  fpoke   roughly  to 
checked    ^^^    Lieutenant,    and    alked    him,    JVhat    he 
hyiheGo-  brought  us  therefor?  He   anfwered   (with  this 
veriior.     Excufe,  VIZ.)   That  the  Raparees  were  about  to 
hang  us,  and  he   brought  us   there  to  fave  our 
Lives.     The  Governor    (aid,    If  he  had  them 
there,  he  would   hajig  them.     And  fo  he   com- 
mitted us  to  the  Cuftody  of  Captain   Frajicis 
Governor  Dunn,  and  foon   after  lent  us  a  Loaf  of  Bread, 
is  kind  to  a  Piece  of  Beef,  a  Bottle  of  Drink,  and  twenty 
Shillings  of  Brafs  Money  ;  but    we  could   get 
no  Straw  to  lie  upon,   but    lay  upon   the   bare 
Floor,  which    was    very    cold    and   hard  j  we 
wanting  Cloaths,  and  my  Strength  was  much 
fpent,     therefore    was   not    likely    to  continue 
long,  if  the  Lord  had  not  provided  Succour  for 
me. 

Now 
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Now    John    Clihhorn^  a   Friend,    lived    fix 
Miles  from  Athlone^  for  moft  Friends  in  thofe  YT'C^ 
Parts  were  forced  away,  except  he  and  fome  of  i^^^^^^  ^|^_* 
his  Family,  who  hearing  of  me,  came  to  Ath-  wails  the 
lone-,  when  he  faw  me  in  that  mean  Condition,  ^^^"^"J"^'^* 
he  cried   out,  wringing  his    Hands,  and   told  awiX  rc- 
them,  That  they  had  taken  Prifoner  as  honeft  a  !j?^^"' !"^ 
Man  as  trod  on  the  Earth,     After  fome  Time,  ^        '  ^* 
he  went  Home  to  fetch  us  fome  Meat,  for  he 
had  little  Cloaths  left  for  himfelf,  having  been 
forely  plundered  and   fpoiled.     Now  moft  ofTheFicM 
the  Field  Officers   and  Captains  knew  me,  lO^ccr.  in 
having  been  often  at  Dublin  with  the  Govern- arc triend- 
ment,  when  King  James  was  there,  and  they  iyf« 
would  difcourfe  familiarly  with  me.    One  Time     ' 
lafked  them,  What  they  had  againfl  fne?  And 
what   I  had  done^  that  they  kept  me  Prifoner  in 
that  fadCondition,  and  did  not  bring  me  to  a  Tri~ 
tf/?Col.  A/(5£>r^an{wering,  faid,  l^hey  had  Nothing  xhevcon- 
againfi  me  for  any  Thing  1  had  done,  and  he  be-  fine  AV.  E. 
lieved^  I  was  a  very  honeji  Man ;  but  they  under-  T^j„°jp„ 
flood  I  was  a  witty  Man^  and  capable  to  do  them  jurjs  but 
an  Injury^  and  that  was  the  Reajbn   they  hpt^^f^^^^^' 
me.     I  told    them.  That  was  poor  yufiice^  ^<?  thereof. 
punift:)  a  Man  for  what  he  was  capable  to  do,  and 
not  for  what  he  had  done.     The  next  Day  John  „ 
Clibborn   came  again,  and  brought  fome  Vic-  grieved 
tuals,  but  we  could  get  no  Straw  yet  to  lie '>\''th  tiie 
upon.     I    was    much    fpent,    and    my    Spirit  ^^^Q^thf 
grieved  with  their  wicked  Company,  fo  that  I  Wicktr^i. 
defired  rather  to  die  quietly  in  a  Dungeon,  than 
to  be  among  them. 

I  fent 
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I  fent  John  CUbhorn  to  the  Governor,  to  de- 
**''"V*^  fire  him,  that  I   might  come  upon  my  Trials 
or   be  removed  into  the  Dungeon.     The  Go» 
vernor  faid.  He  was  firry  for  me,  for  I  was  art 
honejl  Man^  and  there  were  none  mine  Rnemies^ 
hut   the  Dunns,  who  were   all  Rogues-,  and  he 
durfl  not  rehafe  me,  jor  there  were  many  Eyes 
over  him,  hecauje  he  was  kind  to  the  EngUfli ; 
but  to  fend  me  to  the  Dungeon,  he  could  not  find 
in   his  Heart  to  do   it.     The  Town  was    io 
thronged  of  People,  that  there  was  no  Room 
to  be  had  that  I  could  be  eafy  in  ;  he  was  in  a 
Strait,  and  knew  not  what   to   do  with    me* 
On  Seen-  So  'John  Clibborn  requefted,  'To  let  me  go  with 
fity  of      him  to  his  Houfie  at  the  Moat,  and  he  would  en- 
JohnChb-^^^^  f^^^  ^Q^y^  and  all  that  he  had,  fior  my  true 
W.E,  is    Imprijonment,  and  to  come  when  he  fient  for  me 
permitted  ^//^^  q^  dead:  So  the  Governor  was  content, 
Hon?e      and  let  us  go  with  him.     Thus  the  Lord  pro- 
with  iiim,  vided  Succour  for  me  in  a  Time  of  great  Dif- 
trefs.     When  I  was  there,  with  much  Diffi- 
culty, I  got  a  few  Lines  writ  and  fent   to  my 
Wife,  that  (lie  might  know  we  were  alive,  and 
where  we  were  j  which  was  great  Satisfaction 
to  her  and   Friends :  For  many    were  under 
great  Trouble  of  Mind,  and  it  was  a  Trial  on 
Moftof    nioft  of  Friends  in  our  Country.     The  Engli(?j 
the  Iriih    fled  to  Garrifons,  and  moil  of  the  Irifi:>  went 
Cret:.  totheRaparees. 

One  of  my  Sons,  that  was  with  me,  had  a 
Tan-Yard,  well  ftocked  with  Hides  and  Lea- 
ther, and  about  a  Week  after  our  Houfe  was 
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burnt,  my  Wife  went  to  fetch  them  off,  and 
feveral  Efigliflj  Neighbours,  with   Horfes   and  ^-^"V"^, 
Carrs,  went  to  help  her  j  but  whilft  they  were 
loading  the  Leather,  &c.  Lieutenant  Richard 

DunUy  and  his   Brother-in-Law Poor* 

(whom  I  had  met  in  going  to  Athlone^  and 
who  railed  at  me,  as  aforefaid)  together  with 
a  Multitude  of  Raparees,  came  upon  them  j  ki 
they  were  forced  to  run  for  their  Lives,  and 
leave  the  Horfes  and  Carrs,  the  Leather  and 
Hides,.  ^<:.  which  the  Raparees  took  and  car-  , 

ried  away :  But  my  Wife  not  being  able   to 
cut-run  them,  they  took  and  ftripped  her  tia- w.  £*s 
ked,  being  cold  Weather,  in  the  Beginning  of  W'fe 
the  tenth  Month,  alias,  December  ;  who  being  ^^^^'^^^^ 
ancient,  and  going   tWo  Miles  naked,    got  acnidWe?.-* 
Surfeit  of  Cold,  which  continued  with  her  un-^'^"» 
til  fhe  died,   being  about  {t\'^n  Months   after* 
The  next  Morning  a   Imall   Party  of  Englijh 
Soldiers  fell  upon  that  great  Company  of  Rapa- 
rees, and   killed   the  laid   Lieutenant  Richard 

Dunriy  alfo  his  Brother-in-Law  — Peer, 

and  a  great  many  more  of  them  :  So  were  they 
prevented  from  burning  Mount melick,  as  he  and 
others  had  threatened  to  do. 

Now,  while  I  was  with   John  Clihhorn   at 
the  Moat,  many  of  the  Irifb  came  daily  xo  p-et 
what  they  could  j  there  came  alio  Col.  ^^^^n^,  Co\Boiuk 
with  about  three  hundred  Firelocks,  as  a  Fron^  wJth  ^oo 
tier,    to  intercept    the    EngUjJ:)   Soldiers:     He^'''^""^^*- 
was  very   loving   to  me,    and   promiftd,    that 
when  he  got  to  Athlone,   I  jhould  have  my  Li- 
*  X  bert\\ 
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herfyy  for  that  he  believed  I  was  an  hone  ft  Man* 
^>'^V^^  So  in  a  little  Time  he  and    his   Party  went 
thither  j  and  with  his  Affiftance  the  Governor 
W.E.      fet   me  at  Liberty,  having  fet  my  two  Sons 
and  his     ^x   Liberty  three  or   four   Days   before,  who 
fet^at Ti-  were  gone  to  their  Mother.     So  being  at  Li- 
berty,      berty,    I   got  to  Streams'^  Town,  which  was 
the  next  Englilh  Garvifon,  though  it  was  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  Travelling,  becaufe   of  the 
Raparees,  there  being  now   little   but  Killing 
and  Deftrudion  on   both  Sides.     Here.  I  met 
with  my  Son   Samuel^    who,  notwithfianding 
be  had   left  the  Profeffion   of  Truth,  and  caft 
Streams's   offhis  Education  therein,  yet  was  concerned 
Town  the  for  me  in  this  great  Trial :  He  came   to  that 
Fromier    P^ace,  being  the  utmoft  Frontier  Garrifon   of 
Garrifon   the  Englifi,  to  ufc  his  bcft  Endeavours  for  my 
Enguft.    Liberty. 

From  Streams  s  Town  I  went  to  MtiUingar, 
which  was  a  great  Garrifon  of  Englifi^  where 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  were  very  kind  to  me^ 
and  exprefled  their  great  Gladnefs  for  my  fafe 
coming  off,  though  many  of  thtm  had  never 
feen  me  before,  but  had  heard  of  me,  and  of 
my  ill  Ufage,  for  the  Noife  of  it  went  far,  and 
feveral  had  fworn,  T^hat  if  they  had  killed  me 
and  my  So?2S,  they  would  have  killed  all  the  Irifli 
they  met  with.  So  from  Miillingar  I  came  to 
'^ane  Barcroft\  near  Edenderry^  and  from 
thence  to  Moiintjnelick  to  my  Wife,  where  ma- 
ny were  glad  to  fee  me  again.  We  fhifted  for 
Houfe-room  as  well  as  we  could,  the  Town 

being 
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being   thronged   with  Soldiers,    and  Families 
driven  from  their  Habitations  in  the  Country  j  jvf^jj^^^ 
many  of  whom  died  for  want  of  Convenisncies  for  want 
and  NecelTaries,  together  with  Grief  for  their  of  Necef- 
Lofles. 

Now  the  Iri/Jj  preyed  much  abroad   in  the 
Country,  and  deftroyed  it;  fo  that  the  EngliJJj  riie  Tilfh 
Army  marched  out  to  drive  them  back  over  prey  upon 
the    Shannojjy    and   they  burned  much  of  the  ^^^^   """' 
Country,  that  harboured   them  on   this  Side. 
At  this  Time  alfo  Major  General  Kirk,  with  ^yj^j^j. 
Part  of  the  Army,  came  to  Moimimelick,  with  General 
Intention    to   fettle   Garrifons    in    convenient  ^^'^^'f'^* 

„  ,        -^  r  •    r  1  came  to 

Places,  to  fave  the  Country  j  lome  informed  Mountme- 
him  of  Rofjenallis,  to  be  a  fit  Place  for  a  Gar-  lick. 
rifon,  telling  him  of  me,  and  how  I  had  been 
ufed  there  by  the  Iripj.  He  fent  for  me,  and 
commanded  me  to  go  with  him  to  Roffhiallis, 
and  (liew  him  the  Place  5  fo  (being  command- 
ed) I  went  with  him. 

Many  IrJJJj  lived  there  and  thereabout,  un- 
der the  Engliild  Protection,  who  fuppoling  that 
I  had  occafioned  their  Coming  to  make  a  Gar- 
rifon  there,  were  very  angry  with  me,  becaufe  xhe  Trilh 
this  would  hinder  them  from  harbouring  their  angry  at 
Kindred  and  Country-men,  who  were  Rapa-  ^^'  ^* 
reeSj^    as   they    had   frequently    done    before : 
Wherefore  they  got  eight  or  nine  bloody  Ra- 
parees,  to  lie  in  Ambudi  between  Mountmetick 
and  RoffenallU  in  order  to  kill  me,  &c.  as  here- 
after may  appear.     For  young  John  Mac  Lijha 

X  2  (who 
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(who  had  betrayed  my  Wife  into  an  Ambu(h 
^-^'"V"^  before)  together  with   Dennis  Dunn,  came  to 
Mountmelick  in  Pretence   of  great  Friendship, 
They  feek  deiiring  me  to  go  to  Roffenallis,  and  fpeak  with 
jiisLife     the  Officers  in  the  Garrifon,  and   it  would  be 
derPre-    better  for  the  Dwellers  there  ;  but  as  the  Lord 
tence  of    would  havc  it,  I  did  not  go  that  Day.     Two 
JhiTb'iit  D^ys  after  they  came   to  me  again    with   the 
the  Lord  fame  Pretence,  faying  alfo,    7hat  the  Soldiers 
preferve4  f^ere  pulling  down  my  Out-Houfes,  which  were 
left   unburnt;  and  ufing  many  Arguments,  in 
fhew  of  Kindnefs  and  Friendfhip,  to  perfuade 
me  to  go  to  RojJ'enallis,  but  I  was  reftrained  by 
a  fecret  Hand,    that  knew  their  evil  Defign, 
and   would   not  fuffer   me   to  fall   into  their 
Snare.     Howbeit  next  Morning,   "James  Dob- 
Tames      fin,    with   his   Son  and  Coufin   coming   that 
PoKon,    Way,  they  {hot   his  Son   dead  in  the   Place, 
andCcu-  himieif  and  Coufm   they   took  to  the  Woods, 
fin, all       and  barbaroufly  murdered  them.     That  Night 

jj-ell^iil  ^^^  -^^'^^^^^  Papifts  Inhabitants  generally  ran  to 
the  Raparees.  Thus  the  Lord  preferved  my 
Life  from  the  Hands  of  cruel  and  blood-thirfty 

Men, 

Now  as  foon  as  the  Ways  were  opened  to 
TV.  E.       travel,  I  went  into  the  North  to  vifit  Friends, 
nd  foine  Friends  accompanied   me.     As  we 


Vl.il.t 

Frie 

the  Ncrth. 


friends  m  ^^^^^  \yy  Jjundalk,  where  the  Armies  had  been 
one  againft  the  other;  there  were  many  Bones 
dnd  Tufts  of  green  Grafs  that  had  grown  from 
the  Carcalles  of  Men,  as  if  it  had  been  from 
Heaps  of  Dung:  Then  I  told  Friends    who 

were 
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were  with  me,  Tou  may  remember^  that  I  de- 
clared it  in  PiihUc  in  the  Word  of  Truth  many  ^>'V^-', 
Tears  pali^  and  many  Times  in  divers  Places^  Sees  the 
that  the  Lord  would  dung  the  Earth   with  the  Earth 
CarcaJJesoJMen^  andwouldfpread  them  as  Dung  ^ith^the 
upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth -y  and  now  you  fee  it  Carcafles 
here  fulfilled.     In  that   Journey   I  had  many°[^^^^"' 
fweet   comfortable   Meetings    in    the  North,  told. 
Friends'  Hearts  were  glad,  and  we  were  greatly 
refrefhed  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  one   in  ano- 
ther.   When  clear  of  that  Service,  I  came  to 
Mountmelick* 


SECT. 
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SECT.    XIII. 

After  the  'troubles,  W.E.iniGgi,  goes  from  the 
National- Meeting  at  Dublin  to  the  Yearly- 
Meeting  at  London,  then  n)ijits  Friends  in 
England  ;  in  which  'Time  his  IVife  died.  Af^ 
ter  his  Return  to  Ireland,  he  repairs  the 
Ruijis  of  his  Houfe  near  RofTenallis,  and  fet* 
ties  there  again ;  then  mfits  fever al  Meetings 
in  Ireland,  reviving  good  Order  and  Difci" 
pline  in  the  Churches  of  Chri/l, 

OT  long  after,  I  with  my  Wife  went  fo 
mv  Son-in-Law  WilUa7n  Favle's,  who 
lived  near  Dublin.  Our  National  Half- Year- 
Meeting  approaching,  we  kept  it  at  Dublin  at 
its  ufual  Time,  to  which  1  went,  and  the  Lord's 
Prefence  appeared  mightily  among  us,  the 
Hearts  of  Friends  were  tender  before  him  :  It 
was  a  blefied  Seafon,  Friends  being  greatly 
iiowedln  bowed  in  Thankfulnefs,  under  a  weighty  Senfe 
Thankful-  gpj^j  Confideration  of  the  providential  Hand  of 
Lord^in  a  God,  which  had  preferved  us  through  fomany 
Senfe  of  Difficulties  and  Dangers  in  this  Time  of  great 
Prekrva-  Calaniity.  We  made  Enquiry  into  the  Suffer- 
ticn,  5.(:.  ings  and  LofTes  fuftained  by  Friends  in  the  fe- 
veral  Provinces^  in  the  Time  of  the  War,  and 

took 


Friends 
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took  Care,  that  poor  Friends   every  wherein    169 1. 
this  Nation  Ihould   fpeedily  be  fupplied  with  v^-v^>^ 
neceffary  Food  and  Raiment,    until  we  could  c^^c  ta- 
further  affift  them,    as  Need  might  require,  ken  of  die 
in  order   to  their  Livelihood,  and  convenient  ^'^^^' 
Settlement  near  Meetings  for  the  Woifhip  of 
God,  and  Benefit  of  them  and  their  Families. 
Alfo,  a  weighty  Concern   was   upon  Friends 
for   the   Settling  of  Godly  Difcipline  in  the 
Church,  and  many  fuitable  Things  were  open-" 
ed,  and  communicated   in  the  Love  and  Wif- 
dom   of  God,    tending  to  the  Promotion  of 
Truth,  and  its  holy  heavenly  Order  and  Go- 
vernment among   us ;  alfo  divers  Teftimonies 
in  the  Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  confirming  us 
in  our  faid  Chriftian  Care  and  Concern.     And  Pnc-d-  in 
Friends'  Spirits  were   fubjed:   to  the  Will   of  Subje^iun 
God,  giving  him  the  Glory,  who  is  worthy  ^ord^ 
for  ever.  WiiL 

Now  I  found  a  weighty  Concern  upon  my 
Spirit,  to  go  from  thence  to  London  to  the 
Yearly-Meeting  of  Friends,  and  after  the  Ser- 
vice of  our  Half- Year  Meeting  at  Dublin  was 
over,  I  took  my  Leave  of  Friends,  alfo  of  my 
Wife  and  feveral  of  our  Children  who  were 
there,  being  under  a  Senfe  of  Sorrow  when  I 
parted  with  them,  as  if  we  ihould  not  all  fee 
one  another  again.  Many  Friends  went  on 
Shipboard  with  me,  and  there  in  tender  Love 
we  parted.  Thomas  lVhift,oe  went  with  me  for 
England y  and  fo  to  London.  We  landed  at 
Liverpool^    and    vifited    Friends  about  Bicker- 

M'-> 
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1691.  flaff;  fo  proceeded  forward,  having  fome 
V'v*^  Meetings  by  the  Way,  and  were  at  London  at 
Meeting  *"^  Yearly-Meeting,  where  many  Elders  and 
at  Lon-  Brethren  were  glad  to  fee  me.  I  was  at  fe- 
don.  \tt2\  public  Meetings  for  the  Worlhip  of  God, 
and  at  the  Men's- Meetings  for  Church-Difci- 
Large  pline.  When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was 
Meedn°s  over,  I  took  Leave  of  Friends  and  travelled 
in  divers  Northward,  having  feveral  large  and  good 
Counties.  Meetings  in  divers  Counties. 

York  I  came  to  Tork  to  their  Quarterly-Meeting, 

Quarterly  vvhich  was  a  very  great  Meeting  of  Friends 
"g-  fj-Qfn  divers  Places,  and  had  good  Service 
there,  for  the  Lord's  Power  and  Prefence  were 
with  us,  to  our  great  Comfort  and  Confirm- 
ation in  his  Work  and  Service.  I  met  there 
with  a  Letter,  that  gave  me  an  Account  of 
my  Wife  being  fick,  and  Sorrow  feized  me, 
as  fenfible  of  her  Death;  fo  I  hafted  as  much 
as  the  Service  of  Truth  would  allow,  towards 
the  Sea-fide;  but  had  feveral  Meetings  in  the 
Way,  particularly  at  Durham^  Simderlandy  Ra- 
by^  Barnard-Cajlley  Cam/gill,  Kendal ^  hwarth^ 
more^  Hawk/heady  Pardjey-Craggj  and  near 
Whitehaven. 

As  foon  as  I  could  getaPafiTage,  I  took  Ship- 
ping at  Whitehaven,    and   landed  at   Dublin, 
W.  E's      but  my  Wife  was   dead  fome  Time   before  I 
Wife  died  got  over.     She  died  five   Miles  Uom  Dublin, 
Return,     at  my  Son-in-Law  William  Fayle's  Houfe,  in 
the  Prefence  of  her  Children,  and  was  decently 

buried. 
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buried   in  Friends'    Burying-place   in    Dublin,    1691. 
accompanied  to   her  Grave    by    many  Friends 
and  othere.     After   I  landed,    I  went    to   my 
Son    Fayle's,  and   found   him   and    his  Wife  W-.T<.^"d 
lying  lick,  neither  of  them   fenfible,  and'  as    /^^^y^* 
to   Appearance   hardly   like   to   recover;    but  Tick,  yet 
ftaying  fome  Time  there,  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
that  they    recovered.     I  was  at  feveral  Meet- 
ings thereabout,     and   at    Dublin,    for   many 
Friends  lived  there-away  at  that  Time,  who 
v/ere   forced   from   their    Habitations   in   the 
Country. 

Then   I   went   to  Mounfmelick,  and  vifited  Mount- 
Friends  in  thofe  Parts,    that  were   not   gone"^^^^^^* 
from  their  Habitations,  and  lo  to    my  ruinated 
Place  near  RcfJaialHs,    where  I  made    fome^fj^^f. 
Reparation  of  Building  for  myfeif,  and  young-  lenai'is 
tft  Son  Tryal  to  dwell  in,  aU  the  refl  of  my  J;yj';^^"^ 
Children  having  left  me,  being  mod  of  them  Tryal  fet- 
marriedj    fo    I   was  frequently    with  Friends  ^le  asain. 
at  Meetings,  both  for   the  Worfhip  of  God, 
and  Men  and  Women's  Meetings  for  other  Ser- 
vices relating  to  Church  Difcipline  and  Gofpel 
Order. 


When   the  Country  wa's  a  little  quiet  from  ^"- E. 
the  War,  I  travelled 'into  Mun(ier  and  Uljkr^  Frkndsn 
befides  vifiting  Friends  in   thofe  Provinces,  luuteraid 
had  large  and   ferviceable  Meetings   at  divers  ^^"^^^^♦* 
Places,  where  Meetings  were  not  then  fettled, 
namely,      Belturbet,     Inifkillin,  .  Londonderry^ 
Coierain,  Kilray,  Dawjons-Bridge^    Maghara- 

V  fdt. 
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felt,  &c.  and  returned  through  the  Meetings 
L/'YX;  of  Friends  into  Leinjler. 


W.  E. 

fiirs  up 
Friends 
to  Zeal 
and  Dili- 
gence in 
the  Woik 
©f  the 
Lord. 


The  Lord 
with  the 
Faithful 
in  their 
Concern 
for  his 
Honour. 


Now  a  ■  weighty  Concern  came  upon  me 
more  and  more,  to  warn  and  ftir  up  Friends 
all  over  the  Nation,  to  be  concerned  and  dili- 
gent, in  a  circumfpedt  Zeal,  for  promoting 
Truth  in  all  its  Rights,  and  the  righteous  Go- 
vernment and  comely  Order  thereof:  Many 
Things  and  Ways  the  Lord  opened  in  my  Un- 
derftanding,  to  fhew  Friends  how  they  might 
yet  be  more  ferviceable  for  God  and  his  Truih 
in  their  Day ;  and  moft  of  Friends  received 
the  Lord's  Teftimony,  and  became  concerned. 
So  the  Faithful  fet  to  work  for  God,  in  divers 
Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  many  large  Ac- 
counts were  given  to  our  National-Meetings, 
That  they  found  the  Lord  was  with  them,  and 
opened  Thmgs  to  them  more  than  before  they  were 
fo  concerned,  giving  Wifdom  and  Under  ft  anding 
to  manage  Matters  which  came  before  them ^  re- 
lating to  Truth  and  Friends-,  the  Lord^s  Powe'r 
being  over  ally  blejj'ed  be  his  Name  for  ever  ! 


SECT. 
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SECT.    XIV. 

Jn  1694,  W.  E.  gees  to  the   Tear ly- Meeting  at 

London,  having  divers  comfortable  Meetings 

in  fevcral  Shires   in  England,  and  in  fever  al 

Counties  in  Ireland,  ajter  his  Return  thither, 

Alfo  his  Conference  with  Dean  Reader,  con- 

£ernif?g  tithes,  &c. 

1694. 

>y  0\V,  in  the  Year  1694,  it   was  with 
Si    me    to   go  to  London  to   the  Yearly- 
Meeting;  (o  I  went  firft  to  D^iMin  to  our  Na-  Haif?''^^ 
tional  Ha!}- Year  Meeting,  where  were  Friends  Year's- 
from  every  Province,  and   many  Things  were  ^^,^^^'"0 
under  our   Lonlideration,    lor  promoting   the 
Kingdom  of  Chrift  Jefus  and   his   righteous 
Government ;  as  alfo  for   the  Prefervation  of 
Friends,  both  out  of  the  Spots,  Cumber,  and 
furfeiting  Cares  of  the  World  and  Things  of  it. 
The  Lord's  glorious  Power  was  with  us,  own- 
ing our  Service  and  Concern  for  his  Honour, 
and  the  Glory  of  his  great  Name,  who  gave  -j-j^g  ^  ^j.d 
the   Faithful   Spirit  and  Underftanding,    thatbieireth 
none  could  gainfay  ;  greatly  biefling  his  Work  ^^^^^'^'"^ 
in  our  Hands,  and  us   in   the  Handling  of  it  Hands  of 
faithfully  with  Diligence,  preferring  it  before  tiie  Faith- 
ourfelves  or  earthly  Concerns,  ^^^' 

y  »  When 


tk    ]  O  V  RN  AL    of 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 
,  1  took  Shipping  iov  Lo?7£lon,  being  accompanied 

ihi'ppeth    ^7  about  twelve  Friends  that  went  with  me 
lor  t.on-    thither    to    the    Yearly-Meeting;    alio   many 
*^"'         Friends  went  a  Shipboard  with   us,  and  there 
took  Leave,  the   Wind  favoured    to  carry    us 
by  the  French  Privateers  that  were  then  in  the 
Channel,  and   Things    were  ordered    for  our 
Safety,  fo  that   we  took  Notice  of  the  provi- 
dential Hand   of  God  therein.     We  landed   at 
NclTon.     Ne/Jon  y  fome   of  us  went    to  Liverpool,    and 
Liverpool  vvere  with  Friends  about  Biclerftajf,  at  their 
BickerftafF Monthly-Meeting   for  Bufineis ;    irorn  thence 
v/e  went  to  Warrington,  and    near   to   it   met 
with  the  reft  of  our  Company,   and   went    to- 
gether   towards   London,    the   Yearly-Meeting 
there  being  at  hand. 


A  Meet-       Near  i^/V^/'Ty  we  had  a   Meeting  at  an  Inn 
jng  near    where  we  lay,  and  there  were  many  People  at 
^'■-Z^Y'    jj .  YVe   came  to  London   the  Day  before  the 
Yearly-Meeting  begun,    where   many    Elders 
and  faithful  Brethren  were  glad  of  our  Coming. 
So  I   Aaid  in  London  about  two  Weeks,  and 
duly  attended  Public  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip 
of  God,  and  Mens-Meetings  for  Truth's  Af- 
fairs.    When  the  Service  ot  that  Meeting   was 
over,  I  travelled    northward,  accompanied   by 
W.  F        'John  Fim,  and  had  many  large   and  comfort- 
hiihivany  jj|3|^.  ]\,]eetings  in  divers  Places,   Friends' Hearts 
o!iSort!i-  were   glad,  and  well    refre(l:!ed   in    that  Vifit; 
biciVicet-  for  the  Lord's  Power  and  wonted  Goodnefsac- 
''-''^         coir.panicd  us.     Some  of  the  particular  Places 

where 


William    Edmundson.  165 

where  we  had  Meetings,  were  in  Bedjordfkire^    1694. 
Hertjord,  Leicejler,    Dunnington,   'Nottingham^  o-V'vj 
Mansfield,  Chejierfield,  Stockport   and  MancheJ- 
ter ;  there  yobn  Fim   left    me,  and  went   to- 
wards Chejicr^  intending  for  Ireland. 

Now  being  moved  of  the  Lord  to  turn  to- 
wards York,    I   fent   to  Roger  Haydock^  who  Roger 
came  to  me  at  Manchefter.  and  went  with  me  ™y"^'^^ 
to  York.     As  we  v^ent  we  had  a  Meeting  at  w.  E. 
Leeds,  which  was  full   and    large,  where  the  A  Meet- 
Lord's    heavenly   Prefence   was  with  us,  and  J"Sat 
Friends'    Hearts    comforted    therein.      From 
thence  we   went   to  Tork^  and  it  was  Men-  York 
Friends'    Quarterly  -  Meeting,     but    Women- g/^/J^'Jf 
Friends'  Yearly-Meeting,  and   there  were  fe- 
veral  Hundreds  of  Friends  from  divers  Parts, 
the   Lord    was  with    us,    and   many  faithful 
Friends  were  glad  of  our  Company. 

There  Thomas  'Trafford  met  me,  and  when  Thomas 
the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over,  we  went  Trafford 
to  a  Meeting  near  Hallifax;  from  thence  Ro-  ^^^^^^^^'^ 
ger  Hay  dock  went  homewards  to  Lancafhire,  w.  E. 
hut  Thomas  trafford  travelled   with  me:  We  „    . 

.      ,  I  r   »     n  «•       •  T^  Having 

had  many   large  powerful   Meetings  at  Brad-  fevcrai 
forth,  Roidan,  Hardca/llegarth,  MaJfam,Rich''^^^'^^'^^^^' 
rnond,  Swadcil,  IVeiitzerdale  near  Skipton,  and 
Edge-end  Meeting  ;  To  to  Manchejier  and   into 
Cheflnre,    and    had  fevcral  Meetings   of   good 
Service,  then   went  into  Lancaflnre  to  Hart- .y  ^ 
jlmw  to   their   Monthly-Meeting,  which   was  meef/wifh 
large  and  powerful,  there  I  met  with  Leonard  ^^^^^^^ 
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1694.  F^//;  we   were   glad    to  fee  one  another,  and 

^^^"^^"^^  true-hearted  Friends  were  glad  of  that  Vifit. 

Cheihire.   q'jQomas  Yrafford  and  I  went  back  to  Cheflnre^ 

Holyhead'  and  fo  through  Wales  to  Holy-head^  and   ftaid 

there  about  a  Week  for   a  PaiTage,  then  took 

Shipping   for    Ireland^  and  landed  at  the  Hill 

of  Hoath,  fo  came  to   Dublin  :     I  ilaid  the 

Firft-day  Meeting  there,  and  then  came  to  my 

Son-in-Law,  William  FayleSj  and  from  thence 

to  Moujitmelick^    where  Friends   received  me 

gladly. 

I  attended  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip  of  God, 
as  they  fell  in  Courfe,  and  was  with  Friends 
in  managing  Church- Affairs,  both  in  Monthly, 
iix  Weeks,  Quarterly  and  Half- Yearly   Meet- 
ings, and  as  the  Service  of  Truth  encreafed,  the 
Increafes  of  God  were  multiplied  in  our  Hearts, 
and  gave  us  Abilities  to  perform  it  to  his  Glory, 
our  great  Comfort  and  Satisfadtion.     From  our 
HaifrYear  Half- Year  Meeting  at   Dublin,  in   the  ninth 
^^^^^^"S    Month,   1694,   I  went  to  vifit  Friends   in  fe- 
^"'  veral  Counties,  and  had  Meetings,  as  at  Wick* 
]tZSs  low,  JohnWickham\  IfraclWebfterX  Shellaly, 
Places.      Cajikdermot,  Province  Meeting,  and  at  Waters 
Jord,  Clonmely  Kiicommon  and  Cafhelh,  there  fe- 
veral  of  our  Friends  met  me,  and  accompanied 
me  homewards, 

Agcod         The  Firft-day  of  the  fecond  Month,    1695, 

^afc  i  J  took  my  Journey  towards  the  North,  to  vilit 

t.e-Joxdan  Friends,  and  hvid  a  comfortable  Meeting  near 

-  Calik-Jordgny  V^^^y  Friends  of  our  Monthly 

Meeting 
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Meeting  being   with   me   there.     When  the   1695. 
Meeting  was  ended  we   parted  in  the  tender  t^'^'%^ 
Love  of  God.     I  went  on  my  Journey  towards 
the    North,  accompanied  by  my  Son-in-Law 
William  Fayle  and   Johi  Barcroft ;    the  next 
Day  we  came  to  Old-Ca(lle,  and  fkid  a  Meet-  /^  Meet- 
ing  there ;    feveral  Friends  came  to  it  from  cfitle^^ 
other  Places,  it  being  their  Men  and  Womens' 
Meeting  Day,  for  ordering  of  Church  Affairs. 
The  next  Day  we  had  a  Meeting  fifteen  Miles 
from   thence,    near    BallyhayeSy    where   wereBaify- 
many   Friends,  and  we  were  wclL  refrefhed,  ^*^>'^* 
the  Lord's  Prefence  and  Goodnefs   being  with 
us. 

The   next   Day   we   travelled  about  thirty 
Miles  into  the  County  of  Armagh,  and  the  Day  County  of 
following  being  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  we  Armagh. 
were  at  the  Meeting  at  Ballyhagan,  at  which  Eailyha- 
were   many   Friends :  We  were  greatly  com-  S^"* 
forted  together,  and  glad   to  fee  One  another. 
From  thence  we  went  beyond  Charhmount  to  Charlc- 
vifit  Friends,  and  had  a  comfortable  Meeting  "^oum. 
with  them,  then   came  back  to  Ballyhagan  to 
their  fifth  Day  Meeting,  and  ftaid  there  until 
the  Province  Meeting,  it  being  their  Quarterly-  A  Pro- 
Meeting  both  for  the  Worfliip  of  God,  and  or-  Y!""   , 
dering  of  Church- Affairs,  which   held  Part  ofrueeting. 
three  Days,  and  was  very  large ;  fo  that  fome 
Friends  faid,  T^hty  ne'ver  f aw  the  like  there  before. 
And  Friends  were  well  refrefhed,  for  the  Glory 
of  the  Lord  fhined  among  us,  his  Power  was 
over  all,  and  his  Seed  in  Dominion.     I  was 

helpful 
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1695.   helpful  there  to  Friends,  in  the  Ordering  and 

^^^'^/^■^  Managingof  Truth's  Affairs  in  the  Church,  and 

Friends     they  Were  willing  and  glad  to  be  advifed,  for 

willingly  jj^^j  jj^g  Lord  Telus,  who  called  me   into  the 

W.  E's      Miniftry,  gave  me  a  Meafure  of  Underftand- 

Advice.    jng  in  the  Ground    of   Church-Government, 

Difcipline  and    Go fpeL Order.     The  Meeting 

ended,  and   Friends  and  Brethren    parted    in 

great  Love,  Union,  and  Comfort  of  the  Lord's 

Holy  Spirit. 

Dean  Now  ihc  Prieft  of  that   Pari{h,  one  Dean 

Kcader      "deader,  had  cited    feveral  Friends  to  the  Bi- 

Friends  to  (liop's  Court  for  fmall  Tithes,   but  had  a  Defire 

theEi-      to  fpeak  with  two  or  three  Friends,  and  hear- 

Comtfor  ingofme,  had  a  Mind  to  fpeak  with  me  in 

fmall        particular:  So  the  Morning  after   our  Meeting 

Tithes,      ^^g  Qygj.^  ij.  being  the  lecond  Day  of  the  Week, 

three  other   Friends,  with   me,  went   to  his 

Houfe,  where  he  was  ready  to  receive  us :  We 

difcourfed  of  Things  very  moderately,  and  at 

The  Law  ^^^§^'  ^°'*  ^^"^^  Hours,  about  Tithes  and  Mini- 

ofthe       flers'  Maintenance  i  his  great   and    chief  Plea 

Land,  &c.  ^^s  the  Law  of  the  Land,  and  the  Govern- 

Pieafor    Hient,  that  gave  it  them;  and  when  he  had 

Tithes,      ufed  all  his  Arguments  to  flrengthen  his  Plea, 

and  I  believe,  law  they  were  all  fully  anfwered, 

he  let  his  Argument  fall:  Then  I  told    him, 

*That  I  had  one  Thing  ?nore  to  offer  to  him,  which 

was  a  haw,  and  a  g7'eat  one ;  which  if  he  would 

do,  I  believed  it  would  end  the  Difference^  and 

that  was  To  do  as  hs  would  be  done  unto^  which 

is 
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h  the  Royal  Law  of  Christ.     So  we  left  him  1695. 
moderate  and  loving,  parting  friendly.  ^.y^w"^, 

That  Day  we  came  to  John  Robfons^  and  TaHnRob- 
from  thence  to  a  Meeting  at  Lurgan,  where 
were   many  honeft  hearted  Friends,  and  the 
Lord's  Power  and  Prefence  were  with  us,  to  our 
great  Comfort  and  Satisfad:ion.     Next  Day  we 
were  at  Lifnegarvy  Meeting,  where  were  many  Lifaegari 
honeft  tender  Friends,  and  we  were  refrefhed  ^^^ 
in  the  Lord,    and   glad  to   fee   one  another. 
From  thence   we  came  to   Ballinderry^    and  Bailin- 
ftaid  their  fir  ft  Day   Meeting,  which  was  full'^"'^' 
and  comfortable  ;  Then  to  Grange^  and  refted 
one  Day  with  James  Greenwood^  I  being  Un- 
well.    So  we  went  to  a  Meeting  near  Toberhead,  TobeN 
and  feveral  Friends  from  Grange  accompanied  ^-^^* 
us.     On   the  Day   following   we   were  at   a 
Meeting   at   Dunclaudy,    then    returned  back  Dunclau- 
again  to  Grange  J  and  ftaid  the  firft  Day  Meet-*^^' 
ing  there,  for   the  Worftiip  of  God,  and  alfo^^^^S^^ 
the  Men  and  Women's  Meetings  for  the  Keep- 
ing of  good  Order  in  the  Church,  and  had 
good  Service  for  the  Lord  and  his  Truth  on 
feveral    Accounts.     Honeft  -  hearted    Friends 
were  glad  of  my  Company  and  Service ;  fo  we 
parted  well  fatisfiedj  and  comforted  with  the 
Lord's  Goodnefs. 

From  thence  we  went  to  Ltirgdn  to  their  Lurgari 
fourth  Day  Meeting,  which  was  large  and  full  Mectin^a 
with  Friends  and   other  People,  there  being  a 
Marriage  accomplifhed    irt  the  Meeting   that 

Z  Day. 
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1695.  Day.     I  fpoke  of  feveral  Things  relating  to 
J-j^/pO  that  Ordinance  of  Marriage,  as  the  Lord  by 
lating  to    his  Power  and  Spirit  opened  my  Underflanding, 
Marriage  and  gave  me  Ability :  It  was  a  heavenly  power- 
b^wTE.  f"^   Meeting.      From  thence   we   went  to  a 
A  Meet-   Meeting  the  next  Day  at  Hilfborough,  accom- 
ing  at       panied  with  many  Friends,  and  had  a  comfort- 
^^^^^     able  Meeting,  the  Myfteries  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  were  opened  in  the  Detnonftration  of 
the  Spirit  and  Power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
his  Teftimony  reached  the  Hearts  of  the  Hear- 
ers, and  God's  Witnefs  fealed  to  the  Truth  of 
what  was  declared. 

We   rode   that  Night  five  Miles  to  T'obias 
Courtney's,    and   the    next   Day    to   Lurgan^ 
Alafge     where  William  Brownlow  and^William  Wiiliam" 
^AV^^t  J^^  came  to  meet  me,  and  to  take  their  Leave 
ingat       of  me,  being  both  ancient  Friends:  We  flaid 
Lurgan.    jj^g  gpft  Day   Meeting,  which  was  very  large 
and   full,  many   Friends   of    other   Meetings 
came   thither,  and   the  Lord   anfwered   their 
Labour  and  good  Defires,  in  bleffing  our  Meet- 
ing with  the  Openings  and  Overflowings  of  his 
Word  of  Life  ;  it  was  an  Opportunity  of  Con- 
lolation  and  Sweetnefs:  After  which  Meeting 
we  took  Leave  one  of  another,  in  the  Love  of 
God  and  Comfort  of  his  holy  Spirit. 

The  ti  ird  Ncxt  Morning  we  took  our  Journey  towards 
Month  Dublin,  to  our  third  Month  National  Half- 
^^^^:  Year's  Meeting,  1695,  in  Company  with 
Mmfng    Friends  from   the  North,  who  went  up  to  it, 

■*  ,uhiju.  where 
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where  was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from    1695. 
feveral   Parts  of  the   Nation,    and    the  Lord's  ^^-y^s-/ 
Power  was  with  us,  in  the  Managing  of  Truth's 
Affairs,  both  in  Dodlrine   and  Difcipline ;  the 
Meeting  held  mod  of  three  Days,  then  Friends 
parted  in  the  Peace  of  God. 

From   thence   I  went  in  the  Company  of 
many  Friends,  both  of   hein[ier  and  Munfier^ 
to  our  Province  Meeting  at  Caflledermof^  where  Province 
Things  (relating   to  a   holy  Difcipline)  were  .^'^^'np, 
managed  in   the    Wifdom  of  God,    and   thcdermot, 
Lord  was  with  us  as  formerly,  in  fuch  Oppor- 
tunities and  Services  which  he  fandtifies  to  hisTheLord 
People,  and  furnidieth  his  Servants  with  fpi-  ^nyni^eth 
ritual  Gifts  to  perform,  as  Occafion   requires, f^ilj^^igt^ 
and  according  to  the  Service  of  the  Day.  When  the  Ser- 
the  Meeting  was  over,  I  took  Leave  of  Friends, 
fo  returned  to  my  own  Dwelling,  being  ready 
to  anfwer  the    Lord's  Service  as   it   prefented, 
according  to  my  Ability  and  Gift  received. 

Soon  after    my  Return    Home,     I  vifited  -,,.  p 
Friends  at  Dublin^  Ede?tderry  and  Moimtrath,  vifitsthe 
having   Meetings  with   them  at   each   Place.  Meetings 
Our   next    Provincial    Meeting   being   at  theitdiverf 
Moat,    I   went  thither,  where   were   Friends  Haces. 
from   feveral   Parts,  and  many    other  People  ; 
we  had  a  good  ferviceable  Meeting,  the   Lord's 
ancient  Goodnefs  being  with  usj  after  which 
I  went  Home. 


Z  Z  SECT. 


vice  re- 
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SECT.     XV, 

In  1695,  W.  E.  'with  fever al  other s^  did  pre- 
Jent  to  the  Legi/lature  the  Cafe  of  Friends^ 
He  vifits  Munfler  Province,  and  attends  Na^ 
tional  and  Provincial  Meetings^  in  'which 
were  given  feafonahle  Admonitions  again/l  Co- 
vetoufnefs,  and  great  Things  of  this  World. 

r  A    BOUT  this  Time  the  Parliament  met 

♦.v^v^'  XjL  at  Dublin^  and  we  underftanding  that 
The  the  Priefts  were  endeavouring  to  get  an  A(ft,  to 
i'^^^en-  recover  Tithes  in  Temporal  Courts,  in  luch 
deavour  Manner  as  would  much  prejudice  us,  I  went  to 
for  an  Ai?l  p^^,//;2^  where  I  met  wi^h  other  Friends,  and 
Tithe"ifi  loined  with  them  in  Service,  for  the  Eafe  of 
Temporal  Friends,  labouring  with  many  of  the  Members 

.-^^"  of  Parliament,  both  Lords  and  Commons,  as 
The  Pre-  aUo  v.'lth  Judges,  to  let  them  underhand,  how 
judice  of  prejudicial  it  would  be  to  the  King's  Subjeds 
Act  ihew-  ^"  general,  and  moft  of  all  to  us.  They  were 
e4  to  the  generally  kjnd  and  friendly  ;  when  I  had  been 
Members  concerned  there    feme  Time  in  that  Service, 

fit  1 2rli3'"  '  * 

jnerit.        and  alfo  in  Meetings  for  the  WorQiip  of  God, 
I  lefurped  Hom^. 

L-inftec 

lt^ .rter'y      Fiom  thence  I  went  to  the  Quarterly  Meet^ 
Electing    -^      i^j.  i^^ij^licr   at   CalVudernrot.    where   the 

at  (  an  e-        p  ■   ■    "'•   •      ■■  ■-*       ...    J 

derniot.'  |-(Ord  § 
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Lord's  Power  and  Prefencef  appeared  mightily   169^. 
with  us,  both  in  our  Meetings  for  WorQiip,  ^^"V^^ 
and  in  Men's  Meetings  for  Truth's  Affairs,  re- 
lating toDifcipline  in  the  Church.  And  having 
performed  that  Service,  I  rode  again  to  Dublin,  ^^-  r^- 
in  Company  offeveral  Friends;  and  after fome  foJ^^^f/n" 
Time  fpent  there  in   the  Service  of  Truth,  I 
went  to    a  Meeting   at  Edenderry^    where  a  ^s  at  a 
Marriage  was  folemnized,  and  many  Friends  ^^^^^^^j^S_^ 
and  others  were  prefent :    An  heavenly  Meet-  dcrry. 
ing  we  had,  and  divine  Things  were   opened 
to   the  Underftandings  of  the  People.     That 
Night  1  went  with   my  Son-in-Law,  William 
Fayley  to   his  Houfe,  and  next  Day   was   at 
Ballymlert  Meeting,  and  fo  returned  Home :  Kailyno- 
Shortly  after   rode  to  Birr^  in   Company  of^^^^* 
fome  Friends,  to  be  at  the  Burial  of  the  eldeft  Birr. 
Son   of  Thomas  Winjloe,  which  being  on  the  -^y  e 
firft  Day  of  the  Week,  many  People  came  to  hath  good 
the  Meeting,  and  alfo  went  with  the  Corps  to|^"'^*^^2^ 
the  Grave- Yard:   I  had   good  Service  for  the 
Lord,  and  his  Teftimony  was  ever  all,  blelTed 
be  his  Name  for  ever,  who  gives  Abilities  by 
his  Power  and   good  Spirit,  to  perform  every 
Service  he  requires. 

From  thence  I  returned  Home,  and  about  a 
Week  after  I  went  to  the  Moat,  accompanied 
with  John  Fim  and  jojljua  Beale^  to  the  Bu- 
rial of  Samuel  Strangman^  an  honeft  ancient 
Friend:  We  had  a  large  Meeting  of  Friends 
and  others,  and  good  Service  both  at  the 
IVJeeting  and  Bprying-Place  5  the  Lord's  Power 

and 
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1695.  and  Teftimony  of  his  bleffed  Truth  were  ex- 
^^-^V""^  alted,  and  all  feemed  to  be  fatisfied  with  what 
was  declared  ;  After  which  I  returned  Home. 

Prnvince       SooH   after   was   our  Province  Meeting   at 

Meeting    Moiintmelick    for  the  Worihip    of  God    and' 

^^gjick^"^ '  Truth's  Affairs,  in   which  the  Lord's  bleiTed 

Prefence  was  with  us  to  our  Comfort  and  Satis- 

faftion  ;  afterwards   I  went    to    the    National 

PI  a  If- Year's  Meeting  at  Dublin,  in  the  ninth 

National   Month  1695,  where  were  many  Friends  from 

Half-       feveral    Parts  of  the  Nation,  and   the  Lord's 

Meetincr    powerful  Pfcfence  was  eminently  with  us,  to 

at  Dublin,  ouf  great  Comfort  and  Encouragement  in  his 

Service. 

Some  Time  after  the  Meeting   was  over,  1 
returned    Home,  fiom  whence,  after  a  fhort 
Stay  there,  I  went  to  Dublin  again,  in  Com- 
pany  with  another  Friend,  where  the  Parlia- 
ment was  then  fitting,  and  had  before  them  a 
Bill  lying,  For  Recovery  ofTitbes,  with  triple 
Triple      Damages  from  (uch   as   did  not  pay  them.     I 
forNon-  joined  with   Friends  in  addreffing   the  Mem- 
P'lymcnt    bers  of  Parliament,  and  drawing  up  a  Paper  in 
pfTitlies.  ^  general  Way,  tofhew  what  Injuries  and  grcjs 
Abufes  we  had  received  and  fuffered^  becauje  jor 
Conjcience  Jake  we  could  not  pay  I'ithes  ;  and  how 
that  the  [aid  Bill,  if  pajfed  into  a  LaWy  tended 
to  the  Rui?iing   of  our  Subjiance  and  Families  \ 
HenryTa- with  other  Reafons  againfi:  it.     And   a    Copy 
r^'^  ^-f>'^^  thereof  was  ordered  fir  ft  to  be  given  the  Lord 
}reiand,°  Deputy,  Henry  CapdU  then  to  be  printed  and 

given 
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given  to  the  Members  of  Parliament,  who  1695. 
readily  heard  us,  and  feemed  very  courteous,  v^^Sr^^ 
promiling  to  do  what  they  could  for  us.  So 
I  left  Dublin  in  the  Company  of  divers  Friends, 
and  came  to  our  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Caftle^ 
dermoid  where  I  met  with  fome  Exercife  by 
a  bitter  Spirit ;  but  by  the  Lord's  Power,  Pa- 
tience and  Wifdom  in  faithful  Friends  went 
over  it. 

From   thence  I  went  to  the  Widow  Bar- 
croffs  accompanied  with   feveral  Friends,  and 
fettled  fome  Concerns  belonging  to  the  Widow 
and  her  Children ;  fo  returned  Home  accom- 
panied with  one  Friend.     Our  next  Province  Province 
Meeting  beins;  at  MountmelicL  I  ftaid  until  it  Meeting 
was  over,  and  foon  after  took  a  Journey  into  melick. 
Mutifler^  to  vifu  Friends  in  that  Province,  ac-  Mnnfter 
ccmpanied  with   yoflma  Northall  and    fome  I'rovince 
others ;  we  went  to  Waterjord^  Clonmel,  Knock-  ^y^^  ^'^  ^^ 
Graffan  and  loughal,  having  Meetings  in  thofe 
Places,  and  good  Service   for   the  Lord,   his 
Truth  and  People. 

From  Toughal  we  went  to  Cork,  in  Company 
of  feveral  Friends  of  that  City,  who  came  to 
meet  us,  we  ftaid  in  Cork  five  Days,  and  had  Province 
feveral  Meetings,  and  were  at  their  Province  ^r  ^"^^ 
Meeting  for  the  Worfliip  of  God  and  Church 
Affairs,  and  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord 
on  feveral  Accounts,  being  well  refreflied  in 
the    Lord.     From   thence,     accompanied   by  » 

Friends  both  of  Cork  and  Limerick,  we  rode 

to 
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1695.  to  Cbarkvil^  where  we  had  a  brave  heavenl/ 
Coo-*    Meeting,  the    glorious  Myfteries  of  Life  and 
CharJeviI'  Salvation  were  opened  by  the  Spirit  and  Power 
of  Chrift. 

Limerick.      From  thence  we   went   to   Limerick,  and 
Eirr.        ^^^^   there  three  Meetings,    and   fo  to  Birr, 
where  feveral  Friends  from  our  Meeting  met 
us,  and  we  had  a  weighty  Meeting  there.     I 
went  Home  to  my   Houfe  in   Company   of 
Friends  on   the  twenty  fifth  Day  of  the  twelfth 
Friends     Month,    1695.     In  this  Vifit  we  found  a  godly 
Gorcl- ^^  zealous  Concern  upon  feveral  Friends  for  pro- 
Order,      ffloting  the  clofe  Order  of  the  bleffed  Truth, 
and  prad^ifing  thereof  to  the  Honour  of  God 
and  Good  of  his  People,  which  we  were  very 
glad  of,  and  our  Service  and  Labour  of  Love 
was  well  accepted,  in  a  brotherly  Condefcen- 
tion  thereto,  under  aSenfe  of  the  Lord's  Power 
and  Goodncfs  that  was  with  us,  which  makes 
Way  through  all,  and  gave  us  Satisfaction  and 
Comfort  in  our  Journey,  bleffed  be  the  Lord 
for  ever. 

Now  our  Quarterly  Meeting  for  the  Province 

Quarterly  of  Leinfter  was  at  hand,  to  be  held  at  Ca/ile^ 

Meeting    ^^rmot,  thither  I  went,  accompanied  with  fe- 

fter.         veral   Friends,  and  we  had  good  Service,  the 

Lord's  Prefence  being  with  us,  both    in   our 

Meetings  to   worfhip    him,  and   in  Meetings 

for  Church  Difcipline,  in  which  Friends  were 

clofely  concerned  in  the  Affairs  of  Truth,  and 

to    promote  Gofpel-Order   in   the   Churches. 

This 
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l^his  Meeting  held  Part  of  three  Days,  when   1675, 
the  Service  of  it  was  over,  I  came  Home   in  wor^^ 
Company  of  many  Friends.   The  next  Morn- 
ing I  rode  to  Maryborough  to  (peak  with  the 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Pyne,  about   fome  Horfes 
taken  from  fome  of  our  Frieilds. 

Soon  after  this  was  our  Monthly  Meeting  at  Monthly 
Mountmelich  which  I  attended,  and  when  tlie '^^*:f  "'J. 
bervice  of  it  was  over,  1  went  to  rtiy  bon-m-melick. 
Law  William  Fayle\^  and  vifited   fome  there- 
about, and  from  thence  to  a  Meeting  at  Ede?:^ 
derry^  then   to  Ifaac  Fullers,  and   fo  to  John 
ClibborriS,    vititing  many  Friends'  Families  up 
and  down  in  that  Quarter,  giving  Advice  and 
Admonition  as  Occafich   required ;  alfo  ftaid 
their  firfl:  Day  Meeting  at  the  Moat  j  and  be- 
ing there  prefTed   in  Spirit  under  a   Senfe   of 
fome    Mifearriage,    I   cleared  my   Confcience 
thereof  in  the  Teftimony  of  Jefus.     The  next 
Morning,   being   fecond  Day  of  the  Week,  I 
rode  to  my  own  Houfe. 

Soon  after  was  our  Province  Meeting  forproVincs 
Leinjier   at  Cajiledermot,  which  held   moA  of^^'^^eting- 
three  Days  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  or-^,_j^^^^" 
dering  Church  Affairs.     1  was  there   with  the 
Elders  and  Brethren,  and    the  Lord's    Power 
and   Prcfence   mightily    appeared    with     and 
among  us,  to  give  us  Wifdom  and  Underlland- 
ing }  alfo  a  clofe  Concern  came  upon  us,    xa 
fcarch  narrowly  into  Matters  relating  to  Friends, 

A  a       ^  and 
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1695.    and  in  particular,  to  keep  out  a  covetous  Spi- 
)^CX\^  ^^^  ^^^^^   '^^  Riches   and  great  Things  of  this 
<^er  of  ^'  World,  from  among  our  Society,  as  knowing 
Kjclies      that  it  furfeits  and  corrupts  the  Mind  and  dark- 
ens the  Underftanding  of  People  where  it  pre- 
vails.    And   through  the  Lord's  Mercy  and 
Goodnefs  there  appeared  a  Concurrence  with 
the  Concern  in  moft  of  Friends.     When  the 
Service  of  that  Meeting  was   over,  we  parted 
in  much  Satisfad;ion  and  Comfort  of  Spirit:  So 
I  returned  in  the  Company  of  many  Friends, 
and  came  to  my  own   Houfe.     Our  Monthly 
Meeting   being  the  Week  following,  which  I 
alfo  attended. 


SECT.    XVL 

In  1696,  W.  E.  writes  to  Friends  at  London, 
being  unable  to  go  thither  j  vifits  Ulfter  Pro^ 
*vince,  and  deliberates  about  Marrying  again  : 
Alfo  hath  hard  Exercife  by  a  felfifi  'u:orldly 
Spirit,  the  Danger  wbereoj  he  lively  defcribei 
by  an  apt  T arable, 

1606.  A  BOUT  three  Weeks  after  was  our  Na- 
Nation.>i  XJl  tional  Half- Years  Meeting  at  Dublin^ 
Half-  which  began  the  eighth  Day  of  the  third 
MettLg  Month,  1696,  and  continued  about  four  Days 
at  Dublin,  for  the  Wcriliip  of  God  and  Church  Affairs ; 

many 
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many  good  and  needful  Things  were  there  dif-   1696. 
courfed  of,  and  afTented  to  in  Peace  and  Unity,  ^^"^r^ 
the  Lord's  bleffed  Power  and  Prefence  being 
with   us  to  our  great  Comfort,  making  hard 
Things  eafy. 

At  this  Meeting  I  received  Letters  from  di- 
vers Brethren  in  England^  earneftly  defiring, 
that  I  would  be  at  London  the  next  Yearly- 
Meeting  ;  for  that  the  Public  Service  of  Truth 
required  it :  But  I  was  not  able  to  anfwer  their 
Defire,  becaufe  of  Weaknefs.  So  I  wrote,  and 
fent  a  Letter  with  George  Rooke  and  Nicholas 
Gribble,  who  intended  to  go  over  to  that  Meet- 
ing. When  the  Service  of  this  our  Meeting 
was  over,  I  came  Home,  accompanied  with 
many  Friends,  but  was  weak  of  Body.  The 
iirfl  Day  following  was  our  Monthly  Meeting, 
and  the  next  firft  Day  after  was  our  Province  Province 
Quarterly  Meeting,  both  at  Moiintmelick,  to  ^^^^'"g  ^ 
which  many  came  from  feveral  Parts,  and  melicl^. 
heavenly  good  Meetings  we  had,  both  for 
theWorfhip  of  God,  and  Managing  of  Church- 
Affairs,  the  Lord  affifting  and  enduing  us 
Vvith  Wifdom,  the  Teftimony  of  Truth  was 
over  all,  I  had  Ability  given  me  from  the 
Lord  to  anfwer  what  he  required  of  me,  be- 
fore which  my  natural  Strength  was  faint  and 
weak. 

Then  I  continued  about  Home  for  a  while,  -^\^^^^^^ 
keeping  to  our    ufual  Meetings,  and   when  1  Province^ 
grew  well   and  able  to  travel,  I  went  to  Miin-  ^^'<^eting^ 

A  a  a  Jicrm^L 
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1696.  fter    Province  Meeting,     accompanied     with 
V^'"^  Friends  j  this  Meeting   was  at  Clonmel^  in  the 
fifth   Month,    1696,  and  held  two  Days  for 
the  Vv'^orfhip  of  God,  and  Managing  Affairs 
of  the  Church,  and  there  were   many  Friends 
from  feveral  Parts.     In  this  Journey  I  had  fe- 
Meetings  vera  I  Meetingf,  as  at  Mountrathy  Knockbally" 
f^^^"""''^' magher,  Waterford,  Wexford,  and  the  Monthly 
Knock-     Meeting  at  Ballinaberny,  which   was  full  and 
bit  y-       large,  and  the  Lord's  Power  and  Prefence   ac- 
g^cf    '     companicd,  and  gave  Ability  in  all  Meetings 
and  Services,  many  Hearts  were  tendered  and 
comforted. 


Province 


I  had  al fa  a  Meeting  at  Ifrael  Webfterh,  and 
one  at  Sbellaly,  then  came  to  Cajlledermot  to 
Meeting  our  Provmce  Meeting,  where  was  a  great  Ap- 
at  Caiiie-  pgarance  of  Friends  from  feveral  Parts,  and 
^ermo  .  ^^^^y  Friends  in  the  Minif^ry  both  of  Eng- 
land and  this  Natioq.  This  Meeting  held  Par? 
of  three  Days,  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and 
Church  Difcipline,  and  the  Lord's  Power  and 
glorious  Prefence  were  mighty  among  qs, 
flrengtbening  our  Hands  in  his  Work,  to  our 
great  Comrort  and  Satisfadlion,  both  immer 
diately  and  through  his  Servants.  When  the 
Meeting  was  over,  we  parted  in  the  Love  of 
God,  the  Tefcimony  of  Truth  being  in  Do- 
minion. So  I  returned  to  my  Floufe  in  the 
Company  of  Friends,  on  the  feventeenth  Day 
Gtf  the  fixtii  Month,   1696. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  which  I  took  a  Journey  into  the   1696. 
Province  of  JJlfter   to   vilit   Friends,    accom-  >-^'"v^-' 
panied  with  yofJmaNorthally  and  forne  others:  ^j/,jj' 
We  went  to  Dublin^  and  ftaid  there  two  Meet-  Friends  ia 
ings   upon  the  firft  Day,  from    thence  i^c^^r  p '^^F 
Roberts  and   Thomas  Afhton   accompanied    us 
into  the  North ;  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Drog- 
keddy  and  the  next  Day  came  to  Ballyhagan^ 
to   the  Province  Meeting,  which   held  Part  of 
three  Days,  and   a  great  Affembly  of  Friends 
there    was,    the  Lord's   Power  and    Prefence 
being  with  us  to  our  great  Comfort  and  Con- 
firmation.    The  Service  of  this  Meeting  being 
over,  the  two  Friends  from  Dublin^  aforefaid, 
returned  Home,  and  I   with  the   reft  of  my 
Company   went   over   the   River   Band^    and  River 
had  many    heavenly  comfortable  Meetings  at  ^^"^' 
feveral  Places,  as  at  Lurgan,  Ballmderry\  Li/-  good 
negarv)\  Grange^  &c.     In  our  Return  we  had  Meetings 
a  precious   Meeting  with  Friends  at  Lurgan  ^""^^*^y 
t)efore  parting,  in   which  we  were  comforted 
and  refreflied  together,  to  our  great  Satisfac- 
tion. 

From  thence  we  took  our  Journey  towards 
Leinfier,  accompanied    with   fome   Friends  of 
JJlfter  about  forty   Miles,  and  had  a  Meeting 
with  Friends  near  Ballyhayes  ;  after  which  the  Bally- 
faid  Friends,  who  accompanied   us,    returned  ^'^Y^^* 
Home.     We  travelled  next  Day  to  Oid-Caftie,  oid-Caf- 
and  had  a  Meeting  with   Friends  there,  and  tie. 
the  Day  following  into  X£'/«/?^r   Province,  and 
were  at  Friends'  Meeting  at  EderJeny  the  next  Eden- 
Day,  ^"^y- . 
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3696.   Day,  and  on  the  Day  following  at  Ballycane 

'^^^'^r^  Meeting  near   Gefiely    Co  returned    Horne.     I 

g^j,^^^^"^' had  good  Service  for  the  Lord,   his  Truth  and 

People,  in  this  Journey  through  his  Affiftance, 

who  gave  me  Strength  and  Ability  every  Way  ; 

bleffed  be  his  Name  for  ever ! 

On  the  firft  Day   following  I  went  to  vifit 
Mount-     Friends  in  their  Meeting  at  Mountrath,  and  re- 
rath,         turning  Home,  abode  thereaway  for  fome  Time, 
frequenting  our  own   Meetings,  both  Weekly 
and  Monthly,  as  they  came  inCourfe;  fo  went 
Quarterly  to  our  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Caftledermot,  which 
Meaing    j^e]^    (y^,o  Days,  and   the  Lord's   comfortable 
dermot.     Prefence  being  with  us,  in  a  Senfe  whereof  the 
Affairs  of  Truth  were  managed  in  Peace  and 
Haif-Year  Concord.     From  thence  I  went  to  Dublin  in 
jMcerino;    x^q  Company    of  feveral   Friends,  to  our  Na- 
at  Dutlin.  jj^^^j  Half- Year's  Meeting,  which  begun  the 
eighth  Day  of  the  ninth  Month,    1696,  and 
held   by  Adjournment   four  Days ;  the  Lord's 
glorious  Prefence  greatly  appeared  both  in  Meet- 
ings for  the  Worlhip  of  him,  and   thofe  for 
managing   Church-Affairs,  which    were  gone 
through  in  Peace  and  Unity,  tq  our  great  Sa^ 
tisfadion  and  Comfort. 

After  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over, 
I  took  my  Leave  of  Friends  and  Brethren  in 
the  Overflowings  of  the  Love  of  God  ;  fo  part- 
ed and  went  homeward,  accompanied  with 
feveral  Friends.  Now  deep  of  Winter  coming 
©n,    and  being  unable    to    travel  and  labour 

i« 
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in  Truth's  Service,  as  formerly  I  had  done,  I  1696. 
ftaid  for  fome  Time  about  Home,  attending  ^^r\r^ 
Meetings  as  they  fell  in  Courfe,  both  fix 
Weeks,  Monthly,  and  Weekly,  for  the  Wor- 
(liip  of  God,  and  Services  relating  to  Truth, 
&c.  So  the  Lord's  Work  went  on  and  Truth 
prevailed ;  which  is  Caufe  of  great  Gladnefs  of 
Heart. 

About  this  Time  it  came  into  my  Mind  to  ^y  ^^ 
marry,  yet  I  was  not  hafty  to  proceed  ;  but  thinks  to 
many  weighty  Things   relating  to  that  Affair  '^l^^^ 
came  under  my  Confideration,  and   though  it 
would  often  prefent  in  my  Underftanding,  yet 
I  fought  the  Lord's  Counfel,  and  quietly  waited 
to  know   his  Mind  therein,  until   I  had  his 
gracious  Anfwer,  (in  the  clear.Openings  of  his 
Light  (liining  in  my  Heart)  then  finding  my 
Way  clear  I  acquainted   the  Perfon  towards 
whom  my  Mind  was  drawn  in  that  Refpe<a, 
'viz.  Mary,  the  Widow  of  Jofiua  Strangman, 
about  the  Age  of  forty  -nine  Years,  whom  I   . 
had  Ground  to  believe  would  be  a  Comfort  to 
me,  and  helpful   in  my  Family,  being  a  Wo- 
man of  a  good  Underftanding,  and  one  who 
feared  the  Lord. 

After  fome  Time  of  Confideration,  flie  con- 
Tented  thereto,  provided  that  cur  Children  and 
Friends  were  fatisfied   therewith :    I  alfo  ac- 
quainted her,  That  if  the  Lord  gave  me  Health 
and  Ability,  I  tmifi  firft  go  for  ^x\g\2in<^,  to  per ^ 
form  fome  Service  for  the  Lord  there ^  which  had 

been 


i94  ^/j^   JOURNAL    of 

1696.  been  before  me  for  fome  T^ime-,  which  (he  was 

CO/NJ  well  fatisfied   with,  being  willing   to  ftay  the 

Lord's  Time ;  then  I  abode  fome   Weeks  at 

Home,  being  unwell,  through  Surfeit  of  Colds 

in  my  Travels  5  but  our  Quarterly  Meeting  for 

Lewjier  Frov'mcQ  being  at  Caftledermot ^  where 

Elders  and  Friends  in   the  Miniftry   ufed   to 

meet,  and  to  make  Enquiry,  Whether  thofe  of 

our  Society  walked  anjwerable  to  their  Holy  Pro^ 

feftorij  in  blamelefs  Lives  and  Converfations^  &c; 

In   which  Service  the  Lord's  Power  and  divine 

Prefence  had  often  been  plentifully  manifefted 

among  us, 

I  had  a  great  Defire  to  go  to  this  Meeting, 
though  unwel  in   Body ;  fo  in  Faith   of  the 
Lord's  Ability  I  fet  forward,  and  rode  to  Athy 
(fourteen  Miles)  in  fome  Pain,  and  the  next 
I.einfter     Morning  got  to  Caftledermoty  to  the  Meeting 
Province   of  Elders  and  Brethren  in  the  Miniftry,  where 
atcaftie-  ^^  Account  was  given  from  each  Meeting  in 
dermot.     our  Province  of  the   State  of  Things    among 
Friends.     My  Spirit  was  under  a  great  Exer- 
cife  for  Truth's  Teftimony,  and  the    Labours 
of  concerned  Elders  that  were  like  to  come  un- 
der a  worldly  felfifh  Spirit,  wherefore  I,  with 
feme  Elders   and  Brethren,  laboured   hard  a- 
gainft  it,  and  the  Meeting  was  adjourned  until 
the  next  Day. 

,j,j^,  I  fpent  that  Night  in  fome  Trouble  of  Mind 

Meeting    for  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  and  befought  the 
'Y  ^'/i  Lord  for  his   Affiftance,    the   next  Morning 

pline  dim-  i"" 

cv.it,.  early 
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early  we  met  again,  and  the  Lord's  Power 
broke  through  all  Oppofition,  his  Teftimony  "^ 
came  over  all,  and  Things  returned  inti.  thiir 
right  Channel  to  our  great  Comfort.  H  ;e, 
according  to  Order  eftabliflied  among  us,  I 
acquainted  the  Elders  with  my  Purpoie  of  going 
for  Wales  and  England,  (towards  the  Sprijig) 
to  perform  fome  Service  in  Truth's  Teftimony, 
that  was  before  me,  and  they  feemed  to  be  well 
fatisfied  therewith. 

Then  Things  being  concluded  among   the 
Elders,  we  all  went  into  the  public  Meeting 
for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  where  in   the  Spirit 
and  Power   of  the  Lord  Jefus  I  bore  a  Tefti- 
mony, and   by  a  Parable  warned   Friends  of  AParab!c 
the  Myflery  of  Satan,  in  his  working  ivith  Man,  iliewing 
hy  drawi?ig  his  Mind  into  the  things  of  this^^^''\^\^,^^ 
World,  comparing  it  to  the  Root  of  a  Tree,  that  fui  in  Di- 
fidoots  downward  too  deep  info  the  Ground,  from  x!"5  ^^ 
the  very    Heart    of  the    Tree,    and  caufes  *the        '^^' 
Growth  of  much  Wood  and  high  Branches,  but 
brings  forth  little  or  no  Fruit,     From  which 
was  opened,  in  the  Dodrine  of  the  Kingdom, 
the  Danger  of  Riches,  and  great  Concerns  of 
the   Things  of  this  World.     Frierrds  Under- 
ftandings   were  opened,  the  VVitnefs  of  God 
reached,  and  many  tendered    in   their  Spirits, 
This    Meeting    held    by    Adjournment    three 
Days,  in  which  the  Lord  renewed  my  Strength, 
and  I  was  glad  that  I   was  there  for   the  Ser- 
vice fake.      When    it   was   over,    I    returned 
B  b  Home. 


t 
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1696.  Hcftne.     This  was  in  the  End  of  the  eleventh 
Month,  1696. 


SECT.    XVII. 

hi  1697,  he  goes  over  to  the  Tear fy- Meetings  at 
London,  Wales,  Briftol  and  Colchefter,  vifits 
federal  Meetings  through  England  and  Wales 
jor  about  [even  Months ;  theii  after  his  Return 
hejblemnizes  his  Marriage  with  M.  Strangman 
in  Mountmelick. 

1607    O  ^  O  N"  after  this  I  went  to  the  Moat,   and 

A  M        ^5  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^   Meeting  on  firft  Day,  and 

ingattiie  ^^id  Until  third  Day,  there  being  a  Marriage, 

Moat.      and  many  People  at  it,  both  Friends  and  others, 

where  I  had  good  Service  for  Truth  j  and  the 

next  Day  went  Home,  and   on  the  firft  Day 

following   was    at   our   Monthly-Meeting   in 

Mou?itmelicky  where  I  acquainted    Friends  in 

Meeting'  the  Men's  Meeting  of  my  Intentian  of  going 

at  Mount-  for   England  fhortly  in  Truth's   Service,  and 

mehck.     jjgfjj-ed  their  Certificate  according  to  the  Order 

eftablilhed  among  us,  which  accordingly  was 

given. 

L  "nfter  ^"^  Province  Meeting  for  Leiiijler  was  alfo 
Province  at  Mountmelick,  the  fourteenth  Day  of  the  firft- 
Meeting    Twi^nth,   1 6 07,   and  lafted  two  Days  in  the 

at  Mount-  '•^■'  »  7/ '  \X7     n  - 

melick.  Worfllip 
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Worfhip  of  God  and  Church  Affairs,  being  a  1697. 
powerful    and    confolating    Meeting,     many  ^<y^f^ 
Friends  were  there  from  feveral  Quarters,  and 
we  took   Leave  one   of  another  in  the  fweet 
tender  Love  of  God.     On  the  lixteenth  Day  of 
the  faid  Month,  I  took  Leave  of  my  Family, 
(who  were  forrowful  to  part  with  me)  and  came 
to   Dublin  the   eighteenth   Day  of  the  fame, 
there   I  ftaid  three  Meetings   in    Dublin^  the  Three 
laft   was   a   mighty   powerful  Meeting,    and  Meetings 
Things  declared  and  opened  in  the  Power  of"^^"^^'"* 
God,  not  to  be  forgotten. 

After  the  faid  Meeting,  that  Evening  being 
the  three  and  twentieth  Day  of  the  firfl  Month 
aforefaid,  I  went  on  Board  the  Mary  Yatch 
bound  for  Holyhead  in  Wales^  many  Friends 
went  to  the  Water-fide  with  me,  where  we 
took  Leave  one  of  another  in  the  tender  Love 
of  -God ;  but  three  Friends  were  willing  to 
bear  me  Company  in  the  Lord's  Service,  njiz, 
Roger  Roberts,  George  Rooke^  and  John  Bar- 
croft :  That  Night  we  lay  at  Anchor  in  Dub- 
lin Harbour,  the  next  Morning  fet  Sail  and 
landed  at  Holyhead  about  Noon  the  Day  fol-  W.  E. 
lowing,  being  the  twenty  fifth  of  the  Month  '^"'^^  ^^  , 
aforefaid.  ^"^^^^^ 

The  next  Day  we  took  our  Journey,  and 
that  Night  lodged  at  Bangor-,  v/e  hired  a  Guide  B^prou 
over  the  Mountains,  and  came  to  Clanroufl 
about  the  middle  of  the  next  Day,  being  the 
feventh  Day  of  the  Week,  and  twenty  fevsnth 
B  b  2  of 
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1697.  of  the  Month,  where  we  met  with  a  Youth,  a 
-^'V^-'"  Shopkeeper,  a  Friend's  Son,  Jojepb  Ellis,  v«^ho 
much  deiired  we  would   have  a  Meeting  there, 
it  being  a  Place  where  no  Meeting  of  Friends 
was  fettled;  fo  finding  Freedom  and   Willing- 
^  ntfs  thereunto,  we  got  a  Meeting   at  the    inn 

Lig  at"  vvhere  we  lodged :  And  although  the  Parifli- 
CJaaiouft.  Prieft  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  hinder  it, 
yet  many  People  came  into  and  about  the  Houfe 
within  Hearing,  and  the  Dodrine  of  the  King- 
dom of  Chriil:  was  preached  in  the  Demonftra- 
tion  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God;  So  the 
Lord's  Power  and  Authority  went  over  them, 
and  kept  them  quiet ;  fome  were  reached  with 
the  T&ilimony  of  Truth. 

After  the   Meeting  was   over,  it  being  firft 
David      Day   of  the    Week,    David  Joftes,  a  Friend, 
Jpne-        cam.e   there  to  meet  us,  we  went  that  Night 
\V.  E.^^c.  Home   with    him   (about    eleven    Miles)  and 
relied  the  next  Day,  where  we  had  a  Meeting 
on  the  Day  following,  and   were   refreflied   in 
the  Lord,  and  one  in  another;  then  we  went 
Do'gcVv.  ^^  ^  Meeting  near  DcJgeliy,  at    the    Houfe  of 
Dolol  ran.  ^^^^'^"-^  Oiiw^'s,  and   from  thence  to   Dolobran^ 
to  Charles  Libya's  Houfe,  and   had  two  Meet- 
Year'v-    '^"gs  there.     From  thence  to  Llanydlos  in  the 
Meeting    Company  of  feveral  Friends   of  thofe  Parts,  to 
^Mnyd-^'^^^   Yearly-Meeting   for    F/aks,    which   held 
los.  two  Days  tor  the  Worihip  of  God  and  Church- 

Atfairs.  1  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord  and 
the  Good  of  his  People,  the  Lord's  mighty 
Power  broke  lofth  among  us,  which  brought 

many 
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many  under  his  heavenly  Teftimony  -,  (o  that    1697. 
many  bore  Witnefs  to  the  Truth,  of  what  was  v.-O/^^^-' 
offered  in  the  Word  of  Life  relating  to  Church- 
Government  among  Friends. 

When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over,  j^  ^^^ 
George  Rooke  went  into  Soutk-Wales   in  Com-  ford-Weft 
pany  with  Friends   to  Haverford-PVeft ^  and  I,  in  Sou-h 
with  Roger   Roberts  and  John  Barcroft,  came 
to  Roger  Hugh's  Houfe  twelve  Miles,  and  the  A  Meet- 
next  Day  had  a  Meeting  there.     I  was  very  '"S  ^t 
unwel  in  Body,  having  got  Cold,  which  much  Hii|h's. 
difabled  me ;  yet  I  travelled   to  Lemfier^  there  ^  la^ge 
on  the  firft  Day  of  the  Week  we  had  a  large  Meeting 
Meeting  in  Friends*   Meeting-Houfe,    where  ^^J^^"^' 
Things  relating  to  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift  were 
opened  in  the  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and 
Power  of  God;  many  being  reached,  confeffed 
to  the  Truth  of  what  was  Ipoken.     After  the 
Meeting   was  over,    I  was   very  unwel   with 
Pain    and   Weakness   in    Body,  which  feized 
clofely  on    me,  and  caufed  me  to   lie  down  ; 
then  a  Doftor  in  that  Town,  who  had  been  at  ADodor 
the  aforefaid  Meeting,  and  in  whom  the  Wit-  ^^ing 
nefs  of  God  vi-as  reached,  that  witnelTed  to  the  „"^if]^ 
Truth  of   what  was   fpoken,  hearing   of  my  Truth  h 
lying  weak,  oftered  freely  to  ferve  me  Day  or  J^^^^  ^f 
Night,  according  to  the  utmofl:  of  his  Skill,  to 
recover  my  Health  and  Strength,  and  was  very 
careful  of  me,  in  applying  Things  that  were 
beneficial. 

I  flald 
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1697.       I  ftaid  there  two  Weeks  at  T^imothy  TownJoiH 

y^^j~  Houfe,  Roger  Roberts  alfo  flaid  with  me,  and 

fill  to  ^^  was   very  helpful,   'John  Bar  croft  being  gone 

W.  E.       to   Warwickfkire.     Now  in  that   two  Weeks* 

Three       Time   of  Weaknefs,    I   had  three   Meetings 

Meetings   with  Friends  in   the  Houfe  where  I  lodged, 

Houfe  of  "°^   being  able  to  go  to  the  Meeting-Houfe, 

Timothy   and  I  laid  before  them  their  Shortnefs  in  mana- 

To^^nfon.  gjjjg  the  Lord*s   Bufmefs  in  Men  and  Women's 

Meetings,  by  Reafon  whereof  the  Authority  of  their 

Meeting  was  much   leffened,  and  the   Service  of 

Truth  not  anjwered. 

Now  fohn  Barcroft  being  returned  to  us, 
and  I  being  much  recovered  from  Pain, 
(though  weak)  was  willing  to  go  on  my  Jour- 
ney, fo  with  my  two  Companions  and  TimO" 
Rofs.  ^^y  Townfon  I  rode  to  Rofs  the  twenty  fixth 
Day  of  the  fecond  Month,  1697,  t)^^"g  weak 
and  full  of  Pain;  yet  travelled  the  ne^ct  Day 
A  laree  ^^^^  "^Y  ^^^^  Companions  to  Gloiicefter,  and 
Meeting  at  the  Requeft  of  Friends  there,  ftaid  a  Meet- 
ing, which  was  appointed  the  next  Day,  and 
was  large ;  I  was  ftrengthened  to  anfwer  the 
Service  in  the  Meeting,  and  the  Lord's  Power 
was  gracioully  manifefted,  which  healed  me : 
After  the  Meeting  was  over,  I  fent  for  fe- 
veral  Friends  of  that  Meeting  to  my  Lodg- 
ing, and  difcourfed  them  about  Things  that 
were  amifs  anaong  th^m,  relating  to  Truth's 
Affairs, 

The 
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The  next  Day  we   rode   to  Nailfworth  ten   1697, 
Miles,  where  was  a  Meeting  and  a  Marriage  ;  ^^'v^ 
J  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord.     The  next  j,,.^  ^^y^\ 
Day  we  rode  to  Briftol  to  the  Yearly-Meeting  Marriage 
for   eight   Counties,  which   held   four   Days,  J'^'q^IJ^^^' 
many  Elders  and  Brethren   being  there,  and 
the  heavenly  glorious  Power  of  the  Lord  ac-  j  l.'^^^^" 
companied   the  Service.     I  had  (everal  Oppor-  ing  at 
tunities  to  fpeak  to  Minifters,  Elders  and  others  ^^'^^^^^» 
in   their  feveral   Stations  and  Services   in  the 
Church   of  Chrift ;  and  the  Lord's   eminent 
glorious  Power  went  over  all,  whereby  many 
Hearts  were  made   glad,  and  thankful  to  the 
Lord  for  that  Vifit  and  Service.     So  in  the 
Sweetnefs  of  the  Love  of  God,  and  bright  glo- 
rious Shining  of  his  Power,  I  took  my  Leave 
of  Friends,  and,  with  my  three  Companions 
from  Ireland^  went  to  Melfiam^  William  Fenn 
and  feveral  others  fet  us   on  our  Way  fome 
Miles  ;  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Melflmm  on  a  firft  A  good 
Day,  to  which  many  came  from  feveral  Places,  Meeting 
and    the    heavenly    Dodrine    of  Truth    wasfl^anf," 
preached  to  them,  in  the  Demonflration  of  the 
Spirit   and  Power  of  Chrift.     The  next  Day 
we  went  to  Chippenham,  and  had  two  Meet-  'p^^,^ 
ings  there,  and  good  Service  for  the  Lord  and  Meetings 
his  Truth.     From  thence  to  Cain,  and  had  a  ^^  ^''^P" 
Meeting  there,  to  which  came  feveral  Separates,  ^"  ^^'"' 
and  the  Lord's  Power  in  his  Teftimony  went  Cain. ' 
over  all. 

After  the  Meeting   was    over    we  rode  to  ^  ^'^^^" 
Marlboroii-ghy  and  the  next  Morning  Friends  Mariba- 

coming  ^"S'^* 
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1697.  coming  together,  fat  down  to  wait  on  the  Lord, 

^^''V^^  and  were  comforted  one  in  another,  then  parted 

in  the  Love  of  God  and  Senfe  of  his  Goodnefs. 

Newbury.  After  which   we  rode  that  Day  to  Newbury, 

Ore.        from  thence  to  Ore,  where  we  had  a  Meeting 

next  Day,  and  the  Lord's  glorious  Power  was 

with  us  j  many   heavenly  divine  Things  were 

opened,  in   the  Dod:rine  of  the  Kingdom  of 

Chrift. 

Keadii>^.  From  thence  we  went  to  Readings  and  Qn 
the  Day  following  had  two  Meetings  there, 
being  firft  Day  of  the  Week ;  leverai  of  the 
Separates  came  to  it,  and  the  Teftimony  of 
Truth,  in  the  Authority  of  the  Lord's  blefled 
Power,  went  over  all.  The  next  Day  we  came 
to  Higb-Wickham^  and  had  a  Meeting  there  on 

w'fckbain  the  Day  following ;  after  which  that  Night 
we  went  to  Thof7ias  Eliwood's  Houfe,  and  on 
the  next  Day   had   a  comfortable  Meeting  in 

Jordan,  their  Meeting-Houfe  at  Jordan^  and  were  re- 
frefhed  in  the  Lord. 

We  lodged  that  Night  at   Richard  Baker\ 
who   accompanied    us  the   next  Day   to   the 
Yearlv-     Yearly-Meeting  at  London,  being  the  twentieth 
iVieeting    Day  of  the  third  Month,    1697,  where  I  and 
^q/"°*'     my   three  Companions  aforefaid,  tarried  about 
ten  Days  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  and  were  at 
many  heavenly  Meetings,  both  for  the  Wor- 
{hip  of  God  and  Men's  Meetings  for  managing 
Truth's   Affairs,    relating   to  Church-Govern- 
ment: I  had  great  Service  on  fevsral  Accounts 
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ihthat  City,  and  the  Lord's  Power  went  ove^  1697. 
all.     When  the  Service  was  over  I  parted  with  ^>Sr>/ 
Elders  and   Brethren   in   the  tender   Love  of 
God,  and  took  my  Journey  towards  Co/chefier^ 
accompanied   with   George  Rooke,  and  Samuel 
Waldenfieldj  feveral  F^riends  of  London  accom- 
panying us  our  firft  Day's  Journey,  [Roger  Ro- 
berts and  John  Bar  croft  left  us  at  London,  and 
went  towards  Ireland)  we  had  feveral  fervice- 
able  powerful  Meetings  in  our  Journey  to  Col- 
chefler,  and  were  there  at  the  Yearly  Meeting,  YeirTf 
which  lafted  part  of  three  Days,  and  a  great  Meeting 
Appearance  of  Friends  from  feveral  Parts.     I  cheiter* 
had  good  Service  for  the  Lord  and  his  bleffed 
Truth  in  divers  Refpedts,  and  in  the  heavenly 
Authority  df  the  Lord's  Power,  his  Teftimony 
Went  over  all,  both  in  Dodrine  and  DifciplinCi 
to  the  Comfort  and  Satisfadion  of  Elders  and 
Friends* 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meetincr  was  over, 
I  travelled  tovi^ards  Norwich  accompanied  With 
George  Rooke  and  Samuel  Waldenfield  aforefaid, 
and  had  feveral   precious   ferviceable  Meetings  c^'^^^g^at 
by  the  Way ;  we  were  at  Norwich  on   a  firft  Me.-ti.igs 
Day,  at   two  Meetings,  and    the   fecond  Day  (w''',"^. 
being  their  Monthly  Men  and  Women's  Meet-XuAvich, 
ing  for  Truth's  Bafinefs:  I  had  much  Service, 
and  good  Opportunity  to  fpeak  to   feveral    ne- 
ceffary  Things  relating  to  Church-Government. 
The  next  Day  we  canle  to  another  Meeting 
eight    Miles   from  thence,  accompanied   with 
feveral   Friends    from  Norwich,  and  had  ano- 
C  c  ther 
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i6gy.  ther  Meeting  the   next  Day   but  one,  about 
\y^\r^  twenty  feven  Miles  diftant  j  after  which  Meet- 
ing Samuel  JValdenfield  left  us,  and  went  to 
Edmundfbury  to  a  Meeting  there. 

I  went  to  (a  Place  called)  St.  l^jes^  accom- 
panied  with   George  Rooke,  where   we  had  a 
Aereat     8''^^^  Meeting^  and  good  Service  for  the  Lord 
Meeting    to  the  Comfort  of  Ffiends.     After  the  Meeting 
at  St.  Ives  ^jjg  over,  we  took  our  Leave  of  Friends,  part- 
ing in  the  tender  Love  of  God,  and  that  Nigh^ 
Ramfey.    came  to  Ramfey,  and  the  next  Day  to  Ire^y, 
Ireby.      about  forty  Miles;  and  the  next  Morning  were 
A  Meet-   at  the  Meeting  in  Nottingham^  where  was  a 
inganda  Marriage,  and  a  great  Rumour  being  fpread 
atNoN^^  before-hand,  there  gathered  a  great  Concourfe 
tingham,    of  People,    and  fome   of  them   were  reftlefs 
by  reafon  of  the  Throng.     After  the  Meet- 
Mamiield.  i^g  we  rode  to  Mamjield  and  ftaid  a  Meeting 
there. 

On  the  Day  following  yoJm  Gratton  and 
feveral  Friends  came  thither,  he  went  with  us 
to  l^homas  Brockfhaw\^  and  the  next  Morning 
he  and  George  Rooke  went  to  a  Meeting  eight 
Miles  off,  after  which  George  Rooke  came  to 
me  again,  and  on  firft  Day  we  had  a  heavenly 
Tupton.  powerful  Meeting  at  T^upton,  then  we  went  to 
yohn  Gratton^  Houfe,  accompanied  with  fe- 
veral Friends,  and  the  next  Day  accompanied 
by  'John  Gratton  about  ten  Miles,  we  rode  to 
An  Even-  ^iQ^fipQ^t  in  Cheflnre^  where  we  had  a  Meet^ 
"^    '''^    ing  that  Evening,  and  on  the  Day  following 
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Benjamin  Bangs   came  with   us    to    William  1697. 
Barns  s  Houfe  at  Sankey  in  Lancajhire,  and  >-^"v^^ 
we  went  the  fame  Day  to  Li'verpool,  being  the  Liverpool 
laft  Day  of  the  fourth  Month,   1697. 

There  we  abode  fome  Days  at  Robert  Hay- 
dock's^  and  had  a  Meeting,  to  which  Friends 
came  out  of  the  Country.     From  thence  we 
travelled  to  Chefter,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  Ciiedcr, 
on  the  firft  Day,  many  Friends  of  the  Country 
came  to  it.     Here  I  parted  with  George  Rooke, 
having  a  Concern  on  my  Mind  to  vifit  fome 
Meetings  in  feveral  Counties,  fo  that  Night  I 
went   to   yohn  Merrick's    in  Chefiire^    where  JolmMer- 
Fricnds   who  lived  feveral  Miles  diftant  came^^^'" 
to  (ee  me.     I  was  at  a  Meeting  at  Middlewich  j^j. , ,, 
the  next  Day,  and  on  the  Day  following  had  wich. 
one  at  Franley^  the  Lord's  Power  enabled  me  Fran!ey. 
to  perform  his  Service  in  his  heavenly  Tefti- 
mony,  which   was  acceptable   to  Friends  on 
feveral  Accounts,  who  were  glad  and  well  re- 
freflied. 

The  next  Day  I  went  to  Renhth  in  Lanca-  penketh. 
jhire^  and  was  at  a  Meeting  there  on  a  firft 
^  Day,  which  was  large  and  full,  many  Friends 
came  to  it  from  Chefljire,  and  other  Places :  I 
was  alfo  at  their  Monthly  Men  and  Women's 
Meetings  for  Truth's  Affairs,  where  the  Lord's 
Power  did  mightily  appear,  and  I  had  good 
Service  in  divers  Refpedtsj  then  travelling  to- 
wards TorkPoire^  I  came  to  'John  Acridge'Sy 
and  had  a  Meeting  near  Caln^  which  was  full  Cihii 

C  G  2  and 
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1697.  and  large,  and  another  four  Miles  from  thence  1 
So  went  to  Ireton^  and  had  a  Meeting  there 
pn  a  firfl  Day,  which  was  very  large,  many 
Friends  came  far  to  it,  the  Lord's  Power  was 
greatly  manifefled  therein,  and  the  Myfleries 
of  God's  Kingdom  wonderfully  opened,  to 
the  Comfort  and  SaUsfadion  of  that  great 
Congregation. 

Sreeton.        From  thence  I  went  to  Steeton,  and  had  a 

Bradford.  Meeting   there ;     from   thence   to   Bradford^ 

and  had  a  Meeting  two  Miles  off  from  thence ; 

Iiirton.     £q  jq  Burton,  and  had  a  Meeting  at  Michael 

Mtller\  Houfe  on  a  firfl  Day  ;    from  thence 

Pomfret.    ^^  Bomjret   and  had   a  Meeting   there ;  from 

^^^^y'       thence  to  Selhy,  and  had  a  Meeting  ;  and  the 

TucjcuUh.  next  Day  to  their  Monthly  Meeting  at  I'uck' 

ivith ;    and   from   thence  to  7orky    and   had 

two  Meetings  there  on  a  firft  Day,  the  Lord's 

heavenly  Power  accompanied  us  toeur  great 

York.       Comfort  and  Satisfadion.     From  lork  I  went 

Bulling-    towards  Burlijigtony  having  lent  Word   before, 

*°"'  to  have  a  Meeting  there  the   next  Day  ;  and 

Spafbo-     from  thence  to  Scarborough,  and  had  a  Meet- 

rough.      j^g  there,  Friends,  \yere  tender   snd   well  rie- 

Whitby.        Then  I  went  to  Whitby  and  had  a  Meeting  ; 
Giibo-    '  &nd  from  thence   to  GiJho7-ough,   where   jofeph 
rough     ';  Jn neatly  a  Friend  from  Irela/idy  who  had  come 
-  pver   to  vilit   his  Relations,  met  me,  and    ac- 
companied me  until  I  returned  again  to  Ireland: 
At  Ctjoorcugh  I  had.  a  Meeting  qn  4  firft  Day, 

to 
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to  which  came   many   Friends   from   feveral    1697. 
Places,  and  the  Lord's  Power  mightily  appeared  ^>'*v^-' 
among  usj  many  precious  Things  were  opened, 
and  clofe  Gofpel  Order  recommended,  which 
was  very  needful  there,  and  in   many  Places, 
wherefore  it  lay  upon  me  to  ftir  up  Friends  to 
their  Duty  in  Gofpel  Difcipline.     Then  I  went 
,jnto  BiJIx'prick  to  Stockton^  and  a  living  powerr  Stockton, 
ful  Meeting  we  had  there  ;  and   from  thence 
inio  Darlitigtofty  and  fo  to  Raby,  and  had  a  Darling-" 
Meeting  there  j  and  from  thence  over  Stainmoor  ^°"' 
to  Sedgbergy    and   had   a  Meeting  at  Friends'  ^^yby. 
Meeting-Houfe   on  a  firil  Day,    which   was  Sedgberg. 
Jarge  and  very  full,  many  Friends  coming  far 
thereto,  we  were  well  refrefhed  and  comforted 
Jn   the  Lord.     So  we  parted  in  the  Love  of 
God,  and  fwe^t   Peace  and  Unity  one  with 
gnother. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Kendal,  and  had  a  Kendai. 
_ Meeting  there;    from  thence  to   Cumberland, 
.^nd  was  at  a  Meeting  at  Pard/ey-cragg  ;  fo  to  ^ardfey- 
t|iat     County   Monthly    Men's    Meeting    for  cSe^- 
Church  Affairs ;  and  from   thence  to  the  Bor-  land. 
der- Meeting  on  a  firft  Day;  and  the  next  Day,  County 
-being   the  thirtieth   of  the  fixth  Month,  we^i^i'^v^'y 
.  took  our  Journey  into  Scotland,  and   got   that  ^   j   '^ 
Night  to  Diwjfrieze^  being  twenty  four  Miles  ;  Meetng 
_3nd  the.  next   Day  to  Money  go ff' ohijMt  forty  Scotland. 
Miles;  and  fo  io  Port-Patrick,  where  I  fent  Dum- 
jjack  my  Horfe  with  John  Rutlidge  and  Henry  ^^^^^^' ■ 
I've/on,  two  Friends  that  came  from  Qumber-  J^J^"^^' 
la^d  to  accompany  us  to  this  Port,  P^j^_ 

Next  Patrick. 
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1697.      Next  Day  we  took  Boat,  and  on  the  Day 
VV^*'   following  landed  at  Dunnaghadee  in   Ireland, 

?d"e^^n    ^^^"g   ^^^  '^^^^  ^^y  °^  ^^  feventh  Montbi 
Ireiandl     1 697,  there  I  hired  a  Horfe,  and  rode  to  hif- 
Lifne-      tiegarvy   twenty  Miles;    and   from   thence  \(y 
garvy.      Richard  Boyes's,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  on 
Lutgan.    a  firft  Day  ;  fo  to  Lurgan,  and  had  a  Meeting 
Bally-      there ;  and   from   thence   to  Ballyhagan,  and 
hagan.      ^^g  ^^  (^e  Province  Meeting,  which  held  part 
The  Pro-  of  two  Days,  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Af- 
Meeting    f^i^s  of  the  Church.     Then  I  went  to  Dublin 
in  Company  with  feveral  Friends,  who  had  a 
The  Par-  Service  to  attend  there  :     The  Parliament  then 
liament  fit  fitting,  I  tarried  a  Week  there,  and  attended 
at  Dublin,  jyiggfj^gs  as  they  came  in  Courfe.    Then  took 
my  Journey   homewards,  feveral   Friends  ac- 
companying me,  and  the  next  Day  came  to 
koiTen-     my  Houfe  near  Rojjhiallis,  being  the  twerity 
a^^is-         fecond  Day  of  the  feventh  Month,  1697,  where 
I  found  my  Family   well,  through  the  Lord's 
Prelervation,  who  drew  me  from  them  in  his 
Service,  and  enabled  me  to  perform  it,  for  the 
Good  of  many,    to   his  Praife  and  Honour, 
who  is  worthy  for  ever. 

Soon  after  was  our  Monthly  Meeting  at 
w.  E.  Mountmelicky  where  I  and  Mary  Strangman 
and  M.  S.  prefented  our  Intentions  of  Marriage  to  the 
their'ln-  ^^^  ^"^  Women's  Meetings,  and  in  the  Week 
tcntionsof  following  prefented  it  again  to  the  Province 
Marriage.  Meeting  at  Cafiledermot,  where  the  Lord  was 
with  tis.     When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting 

was 
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Was  over,  which    held  part  of  three  Days,  I  1697. 
came  to  MountmelicL  ^rT'^^^^ 

meJick. 

Soon  after  I  went  to  Motmtrathy  and   ftaid  ^vioimt- 
two  Meetings  j  but  the  Parliament  being  to  fit  raih. 
in  Dublin^  and  the  Bifhops  and  Priefts  having 
prepared  two  Bills  to  pafs  into  Adls  about  their 
Tithes  and  Maintenance,  which  were  like  to 
fall  heavy  on  Friends,  (if  granted.)  I  rode  to 
Dublin^  accompanied   with  Gef-floon  Boat  and  W.  E. 
yames  Hutchtnfon^  and  joined  with  Friends  in  ^^^P,. 
tifing  our  Endeavours  with  the  Members  of       ''  "** 
Parliament,  to  ftop  the  Priefts'  Proceeding,  and 
in  order  thereto  we  drew  up  in   Writing   our 
Objedions,  and  ordered  them  to  be   printed  Objeaions 
in  Readinefs  to  give  in  to  the  Parliament,  when  ?g?'"^  ^n 
the  Priefts'  Bills   came   into  the  Houfe :  We  Tithe  Bill 
likewife  went  to  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices,  the 
Lord  of  Galway,    and   acquainted   him   how 
thoje  Bills,  if  (hey  pqffed  into  ABs^  would  de- 
flroy  the  Fruits  of  om-  Labours :  Alfo  gave  him 
a  Paper,  that  he  might  fee  what  the  Priefts  and 
their  Servants  had  taken  from  us  without  thofe 
Laws ;  whereby  he  m  ight  judge,  what  they  would 
do  if  thofe  Bills  paffed  into  Laws.     We  did  the 
like  to  the  Chancellor,  and  feveral  of  the  Par- 
liament Men,  whofeemed  to  be  courteous  and  xhe  Go- 
concerned  for  us.     Having  put  Things  in   as  venunent, 
good  Order  as  well  could   be,  to  anfwer  our  f  ^p^J^^ -, 
Oppofers,  (the  Parliament  alfo  adjourning   for 
one  Week)  I  left  Dublin  and  came  to  Mounf" 
tnelick^  accompanied  with  two  Friends.  ^ 

Soon 
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1697.      Soon  after  was  our  Half- Year's  Meeting  iff 
VV^^  Dublin^  and  I  went  thither  accompanied  with 
JJ    .        feveral  Friends,  where,  with  other  hncere  Ere- 
Meeting    thrcn,  we  were  under  an  Exercife  for  the  Pro- 
at  Dublin,  motion  of  Truth,  and  removing  of  thofe  Things 
which  hinder  the  Profpcrity  thereof.     Alfo  a 
Minute  was  fent  from  that  Meeting  to  the  fe^ 
veral   Provinces,    advifing    Friends  to    watch 
againft  fuch  hurtful  Things.     After  the  Meet- 
ing was  over,  I  went  Home  to  my  Houfe,  and 
W.E.      was  very  unwel  for  fome  Time,  partly  by  Cold, 
^nweifor  and  partly  by  Occafion  of  the  Exercife  I  had 
Thf        htt^  under  for  Truth's  Sake ;  but  the  Lord's 
Power  carried  me  over  and  healed  me. . 

♦ 
Now  Friends  having  had  my  Intentions  of 
Marriage  with  Mary  Strangman  under  their 
Confideration  for  fome  Time,  in  Men  and  Wo^ 
men's  Meetings,  and  Enquiry  being  made,  and 
all  Things  clear;  alfo  public  Notice  given  of 
the  Time  and  Place,  upon  the  firft  Day  of  the 
tenth  Month,  and  fourth  of  the  Week,  1697, 
before  a  public  AfTembly  in  our  ufual  Meeting- 
His  Mar-  Houfe  at  Mountmelick,  we  took  each  other  in 
xiage  ib'  Marriage :  In  which  weighty  Affair  the  Lord's 
heavenly  Prefence  accompanied  us,  to  our  great 
Comfort  and  Confirmation  ;  and  many  in  that 
Meeting  being  fenlible  thereof,  wrere  refrefhed 
in  their  Spirits ;  alfo  feveral  Teftimonies  born 
to  the  Lord's  Goodnefs,  which  attended  us  in 
that  Ordinance,  everlafting  Praife  to  his  worthy 
Name  for  ever.  Amcm 
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Now  I  continued  fome  few  Weeks  at  my  own   1697* 
Houfe,  keeping  to  our  Meetings  as  they  fell  in  -^"V"^, 
Courfe,  until  our  Province  Quarterly-Meeting  Qu^rtcTlv 
at  Caftledermot,  where  I  was  under  fome  Exer-  Meetim; 
Gife,  but  theLord*s  Power  and  heavenlyTefti- J^J-'^^*^' 
mony  prevailed,  and  the  Service  of  Truth  went 
on,  fo  that   we  had   a  comfortable  heavenly 
Meeting,  and  Friends  were  refrefhed  in   the 
Lord.     When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was 
over,  which  held  part  of  three  Days  in  theWor- 
fliip  of  God  and  public  Service  in  Truth's   Af- 
fairs, I  went  Home,  in  Company  with  feveral 
Friends,  and  duly  attended  the  Service  of  our 
Meetings,  as  appointed,  and  the  Lord  blefled 
his  Work,  and  his  concerned  Servants  therein, 
although  a  worldly  felfifli  Spirit  in  fome  flrug^ 
gled  hard,  yet  the  Lord  crowned  hisTeftimony 
with  Dominion,  his  heavenly  Power  and  Pre- 
fcnce  appeared  with  us  and  for  us,  againft  that 
Spirit,  which  fo  predominated  in  fome, 


3D  a  SECT, 
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7/2  1698,  he  1)1  fits  Friend:  in  the  North  ofhe- 
land.  His  wife  Counjel  in  adijicult  Strait  at 
the  Province  Meeting.  In  1699,  hisVifit 
/o  Ulfler,  and fome  Part  of  ConudM^t,  At 
Rapho  and  SHgo  the  Priefls  made  /ome  Oppo- 
fit  ion.  He  fettles  a  Meeting  at  H.  Hamil- 
tonV,  and  joins  with  Friends  in  their  Pro* 
vincial  Vifit, 

1698.     ik    T  our  following    National   Meeting   at 
^-.^"V^  XX  Biiblin  in  the  third   Month,   1698,  fe- 
veral  Teftimonies  were  born  in  Public,  againft 
A  felfifii    that  worldly  earthly  Spirit,  by  approved  Bre- 
^P^r'5       thren  both  of  E;/^/^^  and  this  Nation,  in  the 
l^-aiufh     Demonftration   of  the   Spirit   and    Power   of 
God,  which  was  glorious  among  us  there,  as 
at  other   Meetings  upon  Truth's  Service.     So 
returning  Home  after  the  Service  was  over,  I 
kept  to  Meetings  about  us,  and  was  at  our  next 
Province  Province  Meeting  at   Ca(lledennot,  where  the 
Meeting    Lord's  fwect,   comfortable  Prefence  was   with 
Icniwt^'  i^s,  and  Matters  relating  to  Church  Order  and 
Difcipline   were   cJofely    proceeded    on    with 
Unity  and  Love,  to  the   great  Satisfaction  of 
faithful   concerned  Friends.     When   the  Ser- 
vice 
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vice  of  this  Meeting  was  over,  which  kfted  16)8. 
part   of  three  Days,  I  retarned   Home  in  the  vyv^^ 
Company    of  Friends,  and    kept   to  Meetings 
about  us,  and  to  the  Service  of  them  as  ufual. 

In  the  fixth  Month,   1698,  I  travelled  intow.  E. 
the  l>?orth,    accompanied  with  fome  Friends,  ^^;  ^'^l'^ 
and  was  at  the  Province  Meeting   at  Lurgariy  theNoulu 
which  held  part  of  three  Days  in  Truth's  Ser- 
vice, and  the  Lord's  Power  was  mightily  mani- 
fefted  among  us   to  our  great  Comfort ;  then  I 
with  fome  Friends  travelled  together,  and  vi- 
liied  moft  Meetings  in  that  Part  of  Uljier,  then 
tame  up  the  Country  to  Dziblinj  and  had  three  Meetings 
Meetings  there:  So  to  the  County  of  Wickhw,^^  Dublin. 

•  •  •  Wicklow 

accompanied   with  feveral  Friends  from  T)uh- 
lUi,  and   had   two  Meetings  in  that    County, 
and  one  in  the  County  oi  Wexford^  fo  came  tOLeinfler 
Le  in  Iter    Province    Meeting    at    Caftledermot^^^^^''^^}<^^ 
which  held  part  of  three   Days,  and    a  great  ^'""Ji^'^"!^. 
Appearance  of  Friends^  where    the   heavenly  damot. 
o-lorious  Prelence  of  the  Lord  was  amons  us, 
and  Things   relating  to   Church  Government 
clofely  difcourfed  of,  for  the  Honour  of  God, 
and  Good  of  his  People  ;  the  World  and  Things  Heicjht  of 
of  it  in  particular  were  under  our  Con /i deration,  ^]j'>'l.  s^^* 
as  they  had  been  often  before,  viz.  T^/je  Richea^^^^^^^^^f^ 
Height^  Finery  and  Deligkt  thereof,  which  too  Profperity 
much  prc'vailed  to   the  Damage   of  many,  and 
Hinder ance  of  Truth's  Profperity  j  as  alio  to  the 
Grief  and  Woundin'T  of  the  Hearts   of  true,  fin- 
cere,  fclf-denying  Friends,  ivbo  loved  the  T^rutb 
mors  than  all. 

D  d  2  After 
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1698.       After   much    Difcourfe   how    to    flop   the 
VV"*^  Stream  thereof,  that  it  might  not  prevail  over 
our  Society,  it  appeared  difficult  to  accomplifli, 
and  the  "Way  intricate,  how  to  deal  with  fuch, 
to  bring  them    into  the  Bounds  of  Chrifiian 
Moderation,  to  ufe  the  Creatures  in  their  pro- 
per Places  and  Services,  for  which  they  were 
created  and  given  of  God  to  Men  ;  and  avoid 
Covetoufnefs.     So  the  Way  not  opening  with 
Clearnefs  to  proceed,  1  defired  Friends  10  ad- 
journ the   Meeting,  which  was  done,  and  the 
Friends  of  the  faid  Meeting  met  together  again, 
with  many  ancient  concerned  Women.     I  de- 
The  Lord  ^t"^^  "^'^  tnigtt  he  flill^  and  wait  on  the  Lord^ 
is  to  be     fhat  he  might  open  our  Hearts^  and  fiew  us  how 
^Tl^for    to  proceed  in  this  u^eighiy  Matter,     Accordingly 
Connfel     Friends  were  all  ilill  and  quiet,  and   the  Lord 
iruveighty  ^||g^  our  pjearts  with  his  holy  Spirit  and  an- 
cient Goodnefs  j  fo  that  the  Meeting  was  co- 
vered v^ith  the  Glory  of  the  Lord,  that  iliined 
among  us,  then  a  Way  opened   in   his   Divine 
Light,  hov/  to  proceed  in  the  prefent  Affair^ 
and  Things    were   offered  to  the  Meeting    in 
that  Maiter,  which  anfwered   the  Witnefs  of 
God  in  all  their  Hearts,  fo  that  there   was  an 
Agreement  to    obfcrvc  the   fame,    and  many 
TelVimonics  born  to  Truth's  Limits,  and  againft 
the  covetous  worldly  Spirit.     So    Friends  part- 
ed  in   much  Gladnefs,  and   with  great    Satis- 
fadion. 

When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  wa«  over, 
I  went   Home  the   next  Day  with   my  Wife, 

keeping 
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keeping  to  our  Meetings  as  ufually,  until    the   1698. 
ninth  Month,  and  then  rode  to  Edenderr)\  and  ^-^~V"^ 
was  at  Friends  Meeting  there,  and  from  thence 
io  Dublin,  in   Company   with   many    Friends  Nij'tij 
going  to  our  Half-Year*s  Meeting,  which  held  j^^]J_^'^ 
three  Days  in  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Church  Year's 
Affairs;  divers  Friends  were  there  from  fevcral ^^^^^'"? 
Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  Things  were  carried  ^ 
on  in  Quietnefs,  though  there  was  an   oppofite 
Spirit  to  Truth's  Teftimony    that   did  appear, 
yet  the  Lord's  Power,  which  was  with  us,  was 
over  it,  and   Friends  kept  in  the  Wifdom  of 
God.     When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was 
over,  I  took  my   Journey  homeward  in   the 
Company  of  feveral  Friends, 

,  Now  cold  Winter  Weather  being  come,  and 
I  not  able  to  endure  Harddiip,  to  travel  in 
Truth's  Service  as  formerly,  being  ancient,  I 
kept  to  Meetings  as  they  fell  in  Courfe;  our 
Province  Meeting  for  Leinjler  being  at  thep;  .  ^ 
Moat,  I  went  thither  in  Company  of  feveral  Mcefing^ 
Friends,  and  we   had   a  comfortable  Meeting,  ^P""  ^^^"' 

-<  litr  at  th" 

feveral  Friends   in    the  MiniRry  from  England ^^o^x. 

were  there,  and  had  a  Time  to  clear  themlelves 
in  their  Service,  whereby  Friends  and  others 
were  edified.  When  the  Service  of  the  Meet* 
ing  was  over,  I  v/ent  Home  again  in  the  Com- 
pany of  many  Friends ;  and  fome  Time  after, 
finding  my  Body  able  to  ride  fliort  Journies, 
and  having  Ciearnels  in  my  Spirit,  1  went  to  a  good 
Birr^  to  vifit  Friends,  and  had  a  good  frefh  Meeting, 
Meeting  there.  ^^  ^'"• 

The 
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The  Week  following  I  went  to  the  Moat> 
accompanied  with  yohn  Pirn  and  Gerjhon  Boat, 
and  was  at  their  Meeting  on  firft  Day,  which 
was  full,  and  the  Lord's  good  Prefence  with 
us  J  Things  relating  to  Truth's  Teftimony 
were  largely  opened  in  the  Demonftration  of 
the  Spirit  and  Power  of  Chrift,  Friends  were 
well  refrefhed  in  the  Lord,  and  one  in  another : 
So  I  took  Leave  of  Friends  there,  and  came 
Home, 

Now  not  being  able  to  endure  Hardfliip  in 
Travel,  I  ftaid  about  Home,  keeping  to   our 
ufual  Meetings,  as  they    fell  in  Courfe   until 
Third       the  third  Month.     Then   I  rode  to  Dublin  to 
National  ^ur  National  Half- Year's  Meeting,  which  held 
Half-        part  of  four  Days,  and  a  great  Appearance  of 
^^^^^  ^    Friends  from  feveral  Parts  was  there,  and  the 
at  Dubjfn.  heavenly  glorious  Prefence  and  Power  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  were  with  us,  both  in  Meetings  for 
Divine  Worfaip,  and  thofe  for  the  Service  of 
Truth    in    Church-AfFairs,  many    Things    re* 
lating  thereto    were   clofely    managed    in    the 
Wifdom  of  God,  in  great  Unity,  Peace  and 
Concord.     When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting 
was  over,  finding  my  Strength  of  Body  much 
decayed,  I  returned  Home  again  in  the  Com- 
pany of  Friends. 

Qiiartcriy      The  Week  following  I  rode  to  Caftledermoty 
Aiettiiig    {Q  QUI-   Quarterly  Meetinc:  for  the  Province  of 

at  Cafi  e-  ^**~  • 

dermot. '  Leinftsr^  which  held  part  of  three  Days,  and 
the  Lord's   wonted  Goodnefs   was  plentifully 

vvith 
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with  us  to  our  great  Comfort   and  Satisfadlion,   1699. 
and  Truth's  Affairs  clofely  managed   in  much  •v^'V^^ 
Unity.     We  parted   in   a  Senfe  of  the  Lord's 
Goodnefs,  and  I  returned  Home  in  the  Com- 
pany of  Friends,  and  attended  our  Meetings  as 
ufual,  until  the  fixth  Month;  then  finding  my 
Heahh  and   Strength  increafe,  I  went  a  Jour- 
ney towards  the  North,  and  took  New-Garden  New-Gar- 
and   Dublin  Meetings  in  my  Way,  and  the  J^^'jJJ^,. 
Lord's  Power  mightily  accompanied  his  Tefti-  w.  E.* 
mony.     George  Rooke  went  with  me  from  Dub-  ^"^  ^-  ^' 
lin  to  the  North,  and  in  two  Days  wc  came  to  NorJk^to-^ 
Lurgan,  geriier. 

Lurgati. 

Next  Day  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  near 
Ballinderry^  which  continued  Part  ot  three 
Days,  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Church 
Affairs.  When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was 
over,  we  went  to  Lurgan  Meeting,  and  then 
to  Ballyhagan  Meeting,  and  fo  to  the  Meeting  Baliyiu- 
beyond  Charletnoimt,  and  Toberhead  Meeting  ga"- 
near  Salter  s  Town^  where  many  Friends  met  Charie 
us,  alfo  many  other  People  came,  and  a  hea- 
venly Meeting  it  was.  Then  we  went  to 
Grange;  thence  io  Colerain,  and  fo  to  D^^f^- q^^^^^ 
dandy  Meeting  ;  in  all  which  Meetings  with 
Friends,  the  mighty  Power  of  the  Lord  did 
accompany  us  in  his  Word  and  Teftimony,  to  V"' 
the  Comfort  and  Confirmation  of  faithful  '  * 
Friends,  and  placing  of  Judgment  on  the  Un- 
faithful. Now  having  fo  far  gone  through 
Friends'  Meetings,  we  entered  on  the  Moun- 
tains  in  the  County  of  Londonderry^  and  had 

a  Meeiini^ 


mount. 

Tnber- 
head. 


Co!erain. 
Dunclai:- 
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1699.  a  Meeting  at  Diingivm  on  a  firft  Day,  to  which 

\^'^C>^  came  many  People,  feveral  Perfons  of  Account ; 

^      *  and  all  feemed  to  be  well  latisfied  with  what 

was  declared  in  the  Authority  o£jithe  Lord's 

Spirit  and  Power,  which  reached  his  Witnef? 

in  their  Hearts. 

Then  leaving  Londonderry  about  two  Miles 

Rapho.     on  the  Right  Hand,  we  came  to  Rapho,  m 

the   County  of  Dunnegal^  the  Bifhop's  Place, 

where  yve  lodged  at  an   Inn,  and  endeavoured 

to  get  a  Meeting  there,  but  none  durft  let  us 

have  a  Houfe  to  meet  in,  for  Fear  of  the  Bi- 

fhop,  though  feveral   would  fain  have   had  a 

Meeting  to  hear  us :  So  the  next  Morning  we 

A  Meet-   appointed  a  Meeting  in  the  Market-Place,  tp 

Jug  in  the  begin  at  the  ninth  Hour,  and  went  there  ac- 

Place^^     cordingly,.  where  feveral  came  ;  and  while  my 

Fellow-Labourer  was  declaring  Truth  to   the 

People,  two  Prieflsca.me.with  a  Conftable,  and 

A  Confta-  laid  Hands  on  hino,  faying,  He  was  the  Kings 

bie  appre-  prifoner,  and  mu/l  gg   with-  htm,    the   Prieft 

Q,  jj^       brawled   and  raged ;  then  I   flood  up  by  the 

Mark^t-Crofs,  and  defired  them  'To  be  civil  and 

quiet y  and  hear  what  we  had  to  fay  ;  then  if  any 

Magifirate  had  any  T'hing  to  quejiion  us  of,  we 

would  go  to  him  ;  but  the  Prieft  raged,  and  was 

The  Prieft  ^°  ^"^^  ^^  Wrath  that  he  trembled :  They  vyould 

raged  a-    know,  IFhat  we  were?  Whence  we  came?  and, 

Iriends     ^^y  '^^  ^^"^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^  afked.  If  they  were  Ma- 

*  "^"^  ''    gilirates  ?    And  they   faid,  No.     Then   I  told 

them,  We  were  the  Kings  SubjeBsy  and  Inha- 

biters  in  the  Nation  as  well  as  they ;  and  told 

the 
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tiie  t*rieft  that  trembled,  He  wai  full  ofU^rdih,    1699. 
iahd  not  worthy  [peaking  to,  unlefs  he  tvould  dif-  v-^S^*^ 
courfe  foberly  ',  but  for  the  People's  Sake ,  andjor  W.E.  in- 
their  Injormdtion^  who  had  heard  uarioUs  tte-  ^l^^^^^f 
ports  concerning  us  and  our  Prificiplei,  I  would  friends' 
give  them  ati  Account  both  what  we  were^  whence  P^jcpi^*' 
we  came,  why  we  came  there,  and  what  Faith  their  Mef- 
and  Principles  ws  held :  So  ga^e  ah  Aecount  fage  to 
of  Things  until  I  was  clear,  which  the  Priefts  ^^^'"' *'^' 
Could  not   endure,  but  tvcnt  away;  for   the 
Authority  of  Truth  was  over  them.     And  we 
kept  the  Meeting  until  we  were  clear  in  oiir 
Spirits,  arid  then  went  to  our  Lodging;  where, 
having  a  large  Room,  and  an  Entr5^  adjoin- 
ing, I  told  oiiT  Landlady  (being  a  Widow)  we 
intended  to'   hatve  a  Meeting,    and   (he  g^av6" 
Confent  j  So  we  gave  Notice  to  have  it  at  the  Rapiid; 
fifth   Hour  that  Evening,  arid  a  full,  power-  aiarg^ 
ful,  heavenly  Meeting  we  had,  many  People  ^^ thelmi 
of   Account    were    there,    and   the   powerful 
Teftirifi'ony   of  the   Word  of  Life  went  ovet 
them  ail. 

The  next  Day  we  had  a  Meeting  two  Miles  A  Meet- 
from  thence,  to  which  feveral  came,  and  de-  )(/if,es^ji, 
fired  to   have  another  Meeting ;  but  We  could  ftant. 
hot  (lay  then,  having  before  appointed  a  Meet- 
ing at  Litherkenny,  to  b^gin  at  the  firft  Hour  Two  at 
that  Afternoon,  where  fome  convinced  People,  f'^^^^^- 

r  r  •        1        /-.  11'        ktnnv.- 

Icattered  m  that  Country,  met  us,  they  having 
Notice  of  our  Coming ;  and  We  had  a  good 
open  Meeting  in  thcUnder-Sheriff'sBarn,  who 
kept  the  chief  Inn  in  that  Town  ;  W6  lodged 

E  e  there 
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i6gg.   there  that  Night,    the  next  Morning   it  was? 

yN^'**-^  with  me  to  have  another  Meeting,  which  ac- 
cordingly we  had,  and  it  was  a  comfortable 
confirming  Meeting. 

We  advifed  thofe  few  convinced  People  in 
that  Quarter,  to  meet  together  at  Hugh  Hamil' 
to?2*s  Houfe,  to  wait  on  .the  Lord  -,  which  they 
aiTented  to.     And  being  clear  of  our  Service  in 
thofe  Parts,  William  Whitefide^  Jacob  Marjhal 
and  Bartholomew  Garnet^  who  had   been  with 
us  at  divers  Meetings,  and  helpful  to  us  in  that 
rough  Country,   returned  Home  j  but  I    with 
my  Companions,.  Gfor^d"  jRoo/i;£',  Abel  Strettelly 
Richard  Guy   and    Henry  Ridgwayy  took  our 
Journey  towards  Connaiight^  and  in  a  little  more 
than  two  Days'  Travel  came  to  SUgo,  upon  a 
feventh   Day  of  the  Week.     And  the  High- 
Sherift  of  the   County,  and   a  Juflice  of  the 
Peace,  living  in  the  Town,  we  acquainted  them, 
as  alfo  the  Provoil:  of  the  Town,  that  we  in- 
tended to  have  a  Meeting  there  next  Day  j  they 
were  very  civil,  and  granted  us  the  Market- 
A  Meet-    Houfe  to  meet   in :  There  was  a  great  Con-- 
ividiiTet^''^  courfe  of  People,  and   the  Things  of  God's 
Houfe  at    Kingdom  were  largely  declared  in  the  Demon- 
"^^S"^-        flration    of  the   Spirit  and    Power  of  Chrifl. 
y^  Me2t-    The  next  Day  we  had  a  Meeting  ^\,Killoony, 
!'.\^!/!L,,    fix  Miles   from  thence;  but  the  Priefl:   of  the 
Pariflu  was   angry,  and  got  a  Warrant   from  a 
Juftice  of  the  Peace  to  break  up  our   Meeting, 
and  to  fet  us   in  the  Stocks  for  an  Hour ;  the 
Confiable  came  to  execute  it,  but  the   Lord's 

Power 


j;j|iOony. 
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Power  prevented  them,  and  therein  we   kept    1699. 
our  Meeting,  though  the  Pried  was  in  the  next  ^^r^'Y"^^ 

The  I'ricfl 

Room  J  and  after  the  Meeting  he  was  mode-  afrcrwar4s 

rate.  modera-^^ 

red. 

Then  we  went  back  to  Sligo,  having  ap- 
pointed another  Meeting  there,  to  be  on  the 
Day  following,  a  Merchant  in  the  Town  hav- 
ing a  large  empty  Houfe,-  was  fo  kind  and 
friendly  as  to  let  us  meet  therein  j  where  we 
had  an  heavenly  'glorious  Meeting,  for  Chrift's 
Teftimony  funk  into  many  of  their  Spirits. 
There  were  fevcral  eminent  People  at  it,  one 
Juflice  of  the  Peace,  and  two  Jurtices' Wives ; 
lome  came  to  us  after  the  Meeting,  and  ex- 
preffed  their  Satisfaction.  When  the  Meeting 
was  over,  we  rode  to  Killoofiy^  and  lodged 
there  that  Night,  the  next  Day  being  very 
ftormy  we  came  to  Carrickdrumroofk,  and  at 
our  Inn  where  we  lodged,  there  being  a  good 
convenient  Room  for  a  Meeting,  I  alked  the 
Woman  of  the  Houfe,  If  we  might  have ,  a 
Meeting  there  that  "Evening  ?  She  gave  Liberty, 
and  Notice  was  given  for  a  Meeting  to  begin 
at  the  fifth  Hour,  many  came  to  it,  and  itApcv.er- 
was  a  powerful  opening  Meeting,  the  People 
feemed  to  be  well  fatisiied,  and  v^^orthy  of  the  i<;a 
Opportunity, 


nil  Meet- 
ing at 
liJoouY-. 


The  next  Day  we  travelled  hard  to  get  to 
Juangford  in  Time,  to  get  a  Meeting  there ; 
but  we  found  the  People's  Hearts  fliut  up,  there- 
fore had  not  oncj  but  v/e  lodged   there  that 

£  e  3  Ni|hr^ 
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1699.  Night,  and  then  came  to  the  Moat  to  our  Pro- 
^O^J^  vince  Meeting,  being  the  twenty  third  Day  of 
Meeting    the  feventh  Month,  1699,  where  we  met  with 
at  the  "    many  Friends,  Brethren  and  Elders,  they  being 
■■■^^^'      upon  the  Servipe  of  vifiting  Friends  in  the  Pro- 
vince, and  I  being  one  appointed  by  the  Meet- 
ing to  join  in  that  Service ;  we  concluded  to 
meet  in  publiit,  the  tenth  Day  of  the  followr 
|ng  eighth  Month.     So  I  returned  Home  with 
Friends,  haying  had  my  Health  and  Strength 
yery  well,  to  perform  my  Service  lor  the  Lord 
in  the  foregoing  Journey  J  and  the  Lord*s  bleiT- 
cd  Po\ver  was  mighty  with  us,  that  went  over 
all,  everlafting  Praife  to  his  great  and  glorious 
Name.     Atnen. 

-.  Then  according  to   Agreement  I  went  to 

v't^i't'to     'Dublin,  to  join  vifiting  Friends  in  that  Service: 

t)iibiin,iii  As  I  wpnt,  my   Horfe  threw  me,  and  I  was 

pocecd    ^orply  bruifed,  but  John  Pirn  and  my  Son-in- 

tjuareli-   Lai^  WilUajji  Fayleht'mg  with  me,  helped  me 

giousVi-  y      ^^^  ftaidme  with  their  Hands,  until  I  re- 

tiiejids,    covered  Strength  to  fit  on  Horfeback.     I  rode 

in  great  Pain  to  Dublin^  yet  joined  there  with 

the  refl  of  Friends  appointed   for  thp  Service 

aforelaid,  \yhere  we  made  full  Enquiry  ofMer» 

and  Wornen  Friends,  and  fuch  in  general  as 

jfrequented  our  religious    Meetings,  Ho'jjv  they 

walked  in  the  T^rutb  in  their  Places  and  Sta- 

iionSy    according   to    Go/pel  Order,    that  their 

Lights  might  Jhine  bejore  Men  in  a  good  and 

t;ighteou5   ConverJatioJiy    to   the    Glory   of   God^ 

id)Q  had  called  and  gathered  us  to  be  a  People, 

We 
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We  had  feveral  Meetings  on  the  like  Account   1699. 
in   that  City,  and  fpent  three  Days   in   fuch  ^^^v^^ 
Service  to  good  Purpofe,    the   Lord's  Power  •^^^^'.^^  ^ 
and  heavenly  Prefence   being  with  us,  which  in  Du'bim. 
crowned  our  Labours,  and  made  them  accept-  on  that 

11  Account, 

And  when  clear,  we  went  from  thence  in 
Peace  and  Comfort  of  the  Lord's  good  Spirit, 
and  that  Day  came   to  Wicklow  twenty   four  wicklow. 
Miles;  but  I  rode  in  great  Pain  of  the  Hurt  I 
got  by  the  Fall  off  my  Horfe,  yet  the  Lord's 
Goodnefs  helped  me  through.     We  had  three 
Meetings  with   Friends  in  that  County,  upon  - 
the  like  Enquiry  as  at  Dublin,     Then  we  went 
to  the  County  of  Wexford,  and  had  two  Meet-  Wexford, 
ings  with  Friends  there  on  the  like  Account : 
Then  to  the  County   of  Catherlough,  and  had  Cather- 
two  Meetings  with  Friends  upon  the  fame  Oc-  °"^^* 
cafion ;  in  all  which    Meetings  we  had  good 
Satisfadtion   in   our  Labours  of  Love  for   the 
Honour   of  God,  and  Good  of  one  anether. 
Now  our  Service  being  over  in  this  Vifir,  we 
returned  Home,  and  the  Week  following  the 
Quarterly  Province  Meeting  for  Z/^/«/?^r  being-,        . 
appointed  at  Catherhugh  ;  I  rode  thither,  where  Province 
was  a  very  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from  Meeting 
feveral  Parts,  and  a  great  Concourfe  of  other  f^,J^  ''^° 
People;  the  Meeting  held  part   of  three  Days 
for  the  Worfliip  of  God  and   Church-Affairs ; 
it  was  a  powerful  heavenly  Meeting,  the  Lord's 
Power  was  over  all,  and  his  Witnefs  was  reached 

in 
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1699.  in  many  Hearts,  to  their  great  Satisfadion  and 
Comfort. 


Moiint- 
lath. 
Euriai  of 

Elizabeth 
Smith 
near  E- 
denderry. 

A  Meet- 
ing there. 

Ballyno- 
lert. 

Mount- 
nielick. 

Several 
Meetings 
at  the 
Moat. 


Here  we  made  our  Return  to  the  Men's* 
Meeting  of  our  Service  in  the  Vifit  before- 
mentioned,  which  feemed  to  be  fatisfad:ory. 
After  this  Meeting  ended  I  returned  Home, 
and  kept  to  our  ufual  Meetings ;  alfo  vifited 
Friends  at  Mountrath^  and  went  to  the  Burial 
of  Elizabeth  Smith  near  F.denderry,  having 
good  Service  at  the  Grave- Yard  in  the  Tefti- 
mony  of  Truth,  many  Friends  and  others  be-, 
ing  there  :  After  which  I  tarried  the  Meeting 
of  Friends  at  Edenderry^  and  then  came  to 
Ballynolert,  and  ftaid  one  Meeting  there ;  fo 
came  with  Robert  Hoope  and  John  Barcrojt  to 
our  Meeting  2XMountmelick^  and  fome  Time 
after  went  to  the  Moat,  where  we  had  feveral 
Meetings,  and  the  Lord's  Power  and  Goodnefs 
was  with  us,  in  which  we  were  well  refrefhed 
together.  After  which  I  returned  Home,  and 
kept  to  our  Meetings  as  they  came  in  Courfe, 
until  the  latter  End  of  the  fecond  Montb^^ 
3700. 


§  E  C  T« 
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SECT.    XIX. 

In  1700,  he  'vifits  Munfter,  where  he  was 
much  affiicied  in  Body.  After  his  Recovery 
md  'Return^  he,  G.  R.  'and  J.  F.  went  to^ 
wards  Connaught.  At  Ayres-Court  all  three 
were  put  in  the  Stocks.  At  Abby-Boyl  they 
bad  a  good  Meeting  in  the  Street s^  &c.  ^hey 
writ  to  the  Bi/hop  of  Clougher,  and  return 
through  jeveral  Meetings  in  Ulfter  ^z^^Lein- 
fler. 

AT  which  Time,  I  went  towards  Munfter 
to  vifit  Friends,  and  was  at  a  Meeting  at 
Mountrath,  and  one  at  Knockballymagher ^  and  Mount- 
fo    went    to    Limericky     acconipanied     with  ^^th, 
Friends,  and   ftaid  there  three  Meetings ;  we  baliymac^- 
were  well   refrefhed  in  the  Lord  :  And  then  her. 
rode  to  Charlevil^  and  flaid  one  Meeting,  from  Limerick, 
thence  to  Cork^  and   were  there   with  Friends  Charlcvil« 
atfeveral   Meetings,  ic  being  the  Time  of  their  Cork, 
Provincial-Meeting,  the  Lord's  heavenly  Pre- 
fence  was  with   us.     Here  I   was  taken  with 
a  gieat  Pain  in   my  right  Side,  yet   the  Lord's 
Power  enabled   me    to  anlwer   the  Service  of 
that  Meeting;  when  it  was  over  we  parted  in 

the 


2i6  The   JOURNAL   of 

1700.  the  fweet  Love  of  God,  and  Comfort  of  hig 
^-"'^v^  holy  Spirit. 

I  rode  in  much  Pain  that  Day  (accompanied 
CToug-      with  feveral  Friends)  to  Chugheen  twenty  two 
heen.        Miles,  where  I  tarried  that  Night,  and  John 
Pirn   with  me ;  the  next  Morning  we  got   to 
A  Meet-    'John  P^/z;;^/i'sy  and  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends 
ingat       to   worfhip  God,  whofe  Goodnefs   was  with 
Dell's.  ^^'  "^-    ^^^  "^^^  ^^y*  being  accompanied  with 
Thurles.    f^veral  Friends,  I  rode  to  "Juries,  about  four- 
teen  Miles  in  great  Pain,  my  Diftemper  in- 
creafing.     And   on   the   Day  following  with 
\v. E.      much    Difficulty   got    to  Jama  Hutchinfori^ 
tnuchaf-  not  being  able  to  go  any  further;  there  I  lay 
with  bo-    under  great  AiHidion,  which  increafed  with  a 
diiy  Pain,  violent  Pain,  and  grievous  Sorenefs  over  my 
Body,  yet  nothing  to  be  feen  outwardly. 

^hofnas  Pierce,  of  Limerick,  came  with  me 

from   Corky  on   purpofe  to  help  me,  and  ad- 

miniftred  what  he  thought  was  proper  for  my 

Diftemper,  to  give  me  Eafe :  My  Wife  cam« 

and  (laid  with  me,  alfo  fome  of  my  Children, 

and  feveral  Friends  came  to  fee  me.     In  about 

the  Space  of   feventeen    Days,    finding   fome 

Eafe,  I  was   defirous  to   go  Home  if  poflible, 

and,  through  the  Lord's  Mercy,  rode  thither 

o^-  .^e     in   two   Days,  being    fourteen   Miles.     Now, 

iieJretunis  the   National   Half- Year's  Meeting    being   at 

Home,      hand,  (but  about   a  Week  to  it)  and  I,  having 

fome  Service  before  me  at   that  Meeting,  was 

defirous  to  be  there   to  perform  it,  although 

the 
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the  DIflemper  and  Sorenefs  remained  much 
upon  me ;  yet  I  was  willing  to  truft  the  Lord, 
who  had  ofren  helped  me  through  great  Weak- 
nelSj  to  perform  many  weighty  Services  for 
his  Honour,  the  Promotion  of  his  Truth  and 
Good  of  his  People. 

So  i  took  my  Journey  to  Dublin^  in  Com-  g^^^  ^^^^^ 
pany  of  feveral  Friends,  and  in  two  Days  got  goes  tothe 
thither,  being   thirty  four  Miles,    where   the  ^3^^: 
Lord  by  his  Power  flrengthened  and  enabled  Meetinc^ 
me,  to  perform  my  Service  in  the  Meeting  at  at  Dublin. 
that  Sealon  ;  there  was  a  very  great  Appearance 
of  Friends  from    feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation, 
and   we  had   divers   good  Opportunities,    the 
Lord's  Power  through  his  Spirit  opened  deep 
Myfteries  to  us,  both   in  Dodrine  and  Difci- 
pline,  to  our  great  Benefit  and  Comfort.  When 
the  Service   of  that  Meeting  was  over,  I  took 
Horfe  at  Roger  Roberts's,  thither  many  Friends 
and  Brethren  came,  where  we  parted  after  Sup-* 
plication   to  the  Lord,  whofe  Love   and  Life 
flowed  in  us :  In  two  Days  Time  I  came  Home 
to  my  Houfe,  the  Lord's  Name  be  praikd  for 
evermore. 

Now,  finding  my   Body  unable  to  endure  ^y  g. 
long  Journies,  I  kept  to  the  Service  of  Meet- and  G.  R. 
in2;s  near  Home,  as  they  fell  in  Courfe  :  and^J^f. 

'^  '  Meeting 

about  the  Beginning  of  the  fixth  Month,    1700,  at  Ayrts- 
I   went  with   George  Rooke  to  a   Meeting  at  Court,  in 
Ayres-Court  in  Connaught,  where  few  or  nonen:m.ht. 
had   been   before,    and   another    at   Bally  boy,  Yy^w^hoy, 
F  f  where 
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1700,  where  many  People  came,  and  heavenly  Things 
^yy^^  were  largely  opened  in  the  Teftimony  of 
Truth,  which  reached  God's  Wirnefs  in  the 
Hearers,  who  lignified  their  Satisfa6\ion  with 
what  was  declared,  in  the  Demonftration  of 
the  Lord's  Spirit  and  Power.  We  likewile  had 
a  fweet  comfortable  Meeting  with  Friends  at 
Birr.        Birr,  and  fo  returned  Home. 

Now,  finding  my  Body  of  Ability  to  travel, 
I  found  fome  Opennefs  in  my  Heart  to  go  in 
Truth's  Service  again  into  Connaught^  and  fome 
other  Places,  that  wanted  vifiting  with  faithful 
Labourers.  So  on  the  fixteenth  Day  of  the 
fjxth  Month,  1700,  I  took  my  Journey,  ac- 
companied with  George  Rooke  and  feveral  other 
Eallyboy.  Friends,  and  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Ballyboy, 
and  another  at  'John  Ajhton's  Houfe,  where 
none  had  been  before,  many  ProfeiTors  came 
to  that  Meeting,  and  feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied 
with  what  they  heard. 

Then  we  went  to  Jiyres-Couri  in  Connaught^ 
where  feveral  Friends  came,  and  being  fet 
down  to  wait  upon  the  Lord,  in  a  Barn  that 
we  had  obtained  to  meet  in,  that  Day,  Col. 
Ayres,  who  was  Owner  of  that  Place,  came 
with  a  Lawyer  and  fome  others,  together  with 
R  Conftable  and  Wardens,  who  in  a  violent 
Manner  puHied  and  haled  us  out  of  our  peace- 
able Meeting,  and  drove  us  into  the  Street, 
then  commanded  the  Conftable  to  put  me  in 
the  Stocks,  and  he  did  fo  j  which  was  a  Grief 

to 
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to  the  People,  fome  of  them  wept,  to  fee  an    1700. 
ancient  Man  fet  in  the  Stocks  for  VVorfhipping  ^^'''y""^ 
God,  having  never  feen  the  like  before:  I'hen  G.K.and 
many  People  being  gathered  about  the  Stocks,  J.  F.  put 
with  feveral  Friends,  George  Rooke  fpoke  a  fev/  '"  ^^1^, 
Words    by   way    of    Exhortation  3     wherefore  Ayres- 
Col.  Ayres  commanded    the  Condable  to    fct Court, 
him  in  the  Stocks,  which  he  readily  did  ;  after- 
wards y^icob  Fuller  for  the  like  was  alfo  fet  in 
the  Stocks  with  us,  where  we  fat  together  in 
fweet  Peace  and  Comfort   of  the  Lord's  holy 
Spirit. 

After  fome  Time  of  fitting  there,  the  People 
being  troubled  for  us,  the  Conftable  opened  the 
Stocks,  and  bade  me  'Take  out  my  Leg,  I  told 
him,  I  did  not  put  it  in;  fo  he  held  the  Stocks 
open  with  one  Hand,  and    took  my  Leg  out  wards' fet 
with  the  other;  My  Companions  were  alfo  fet  at  Liberty 
at  Liberty,  and  the  Lord's  mighty  Power  was  ^"^^^''^'^  ** 
with  us,  which  fprung  in  my  Heart  as  a  Foun- Meeting. 
tain,  wherein  i  publilhed   The  mighty  Day  of 
the  Lord,  isoarning  all  to  repent ;  alfo  declared 
The  Gofpel  of  Peace  and  glad  Tidings  in  the  Open- 
ings of  Life,  through   the   Lord's    Spirit ;  and     ' 
we    had  a  brave   heavenly  Meeting,    Truth's 
Teflimony  was  over  the  Heads  of  our  Opoofers-, 
and  Friends  fweetly  refrelhed :  So  parting  with 
Joy   in   an    heavenly   Dominion,  I   with    my  * 

Companions  rode  that  Night  to  Ballinafloe,  and  p,3iij,j, 
fome   went  farther,  next  Day   we  came  up  to  afloe. 
the  reft  of  our  Company,  and  rode  to  Carrick-  p    .  , 
drumroojk  thirty  five  Miles,  and  on  the  Day  dr^Jinroofls 

F  f  2  following 
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1700.  following  had  a  Meeting  at  the  Inn,   where  we 
rv\^^  lodged,  to  which  feveral  fober  People  came, 
and  leemed  to  be  well  fatisfied  with  what  they 
heard. 

Abby-  Then  we  went  to  Ahby-boyle,  and  lodged  at 

boyJc.       the  Burgo-Ma/hrs  Houfe,  who  let  us  have  his 
Stable  to  meet  in,  at  the  eighth   Hour  in  the 
Morning,  fo  Notice  thereof  being  given,  the 
People  generally  were  willing  to  come  to  the 
Meeting,  and  in  order  thereto  were  gathering  j 
Dean        but  Prieft  Cope,  being  Dean   there,  obtruded 
Cope  ob-  Yvhat  he  could,  and   fet  a  Company  of  rude 
iS''eetfn<^  ^  ^oys    to  make   a    great  Noife,  and  a  Man  to 
there.  "    play  the  Fool :  But  1  went  into  the  Street  near 
the  Dean's  Houfe,  and  Friends  came  after  me. 
The  Day   vvhere   in    the  Lord's    Power  I  founded   forth 
tord%       Tbe  great  Day  of  the  Lord's  Coming,  the  Dread 
Coming     wheicof  iilenced  the  Rabble,  the  Man  alfo  who 
founded    pjaved  the  Fool  fled  :  then  the  People  ffaihering 

forth.  r     ^      .,  ,  II-  1  /^L 

in  the  Streets,  otneis  looking  out  at  their  Cnam- 
W.  E  ber  Windows,  I  preached,  Repefitance,  and 
preached  ^^^  opened  the  Way  of  Life  and  Salvation  to 
ana  ",<^c..-  them.  The  Dean  being  within  the  Hearing  of 
tothePcoT  vvhat  I  thus  declared  in  the  Lord's  Power,  I 
^'■^*  challenged  him   'To  come  forth  before  the  People, 

,  to  prove  his  FraSiice  agreeable  with  Chriftianity, 
/ftera  <2;7^^  to  dijprove  ours  if  he  could -^  but  he  would 
gcod  not  appear.  So  when  I  was  clear,  George  Rooke 
.viecting  p-ayed  to  the  Lord  in  the  Street,  and  we  had  a 
the  irtrcet.  good  Meeting,  being  held  and  concluded  in 
tieFeop'c^j.^^jj^'s  Authority,  which  was  over  all,  ^nd 
.,:.,,         the  People  were  loving. 

Then 
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Then  I  called  for  the  Man  whom  the  Dean    1700. 
had  fcnt  to  play   the  Fool,  and  he  coming  to    v^v^ 
mc,  I  admonilTied  him,  he  Teemed  to  be  forry 
for.  what  he  had  done,  laying,  He  believed  I 
was  a  good  Man^  and  if  he  had  knoiDu  as  much 
before,  as  he  did  then,  he  would  not  have  done  fo 
for  Jive  Shillings,     And  after  our  Service  here 
was  over,  we  took  Horie  and   rode  that  Day 
to  Sligo,  twenty  Miles,  where  the  High  She-  ^^  Siigo. 
riff  and  Magiftrates   were  very  civil  and   kind,  fj^-^^g/'^^' 
and  faid,  'That  a?ty  Thing  they  could  Jerve  us  in,  kind  to 
(hould  not  be  wanting  :•  They  freely  granted  lis  ^^^^"^^^ 
the  Seffion-Houfe  to  meet  in,  and  let  us  have  Three 
the  Key  of  the  Door.     We  had  three  Meetings  Meetings 
therein,  and  the  Lord's  Prefence   and   Power  J^^^'^J^'^] 
was   gloiioully  with   us,  which  crowned  curiion- 
Service,  and  bowed  the  Spirits  of  many,  one^^"^^* 
Juftice  of  the  Peace  fat  with  us  the  firft  Meet- 
ing, that  we  might  have  no  Difturbance.     We 
abode  at  that  Town  three  Nights,  and   being 
clear   of  our    Service    there,    rode  to    BaUcek  r>.y,  ^.v 
Xvhere  feveral  defired  a  Meeting,  the  Owner 
of  the  Place  then   living  there,  came   to    us, 
and  offered  his  j^Jjillance  in  any  Thing  he  could 
(erve  us ;    but   other  Service   being  before  us, 
hindred  us  from  flaying   a  Meeting    there  at 
that  Time. 

Afterwards  we  came  to  Petticoe,  and   found  pctticre. 
Freedom  in  our  Spirits  to  have  a  Meeting  at  A  good 
the    Inn,  where  we  lodged,  and   fent  abroad  "^'ff^'^S 
to  give  JNotice  or  it :   So  m  about   three  Hours 
Time  there  was  a  brave  Gathering  of  fober 

deferving 
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1700.  d'eferving  People :  It  was  a  powerful  Meeting, 

>-^^v-^>-'  and  they  parted  friendly.     The   next  Day  we 

Auger,      jode  to  Auger ^  twenty    five  Miles,  being  bad 

Way  over  Mountains,  and  alfo  a  fore  Rain  and 

Storm   in  our  Faces,    that  both  we  and  our 

Horfes  were  much   foiled ;    but  through  the 

Mercy  of  God,  we  all  got  there  well,  and  the 

A  Meet-    next    Day  had  a  Meeting:  The  People  were 
ing  there.  ^\^\\  ^^^  quj^t^ 

The  Bifliop  of  the  Diocefs  lived  about  a  Mile 
from  that  Place,  but  was  not  at  Home,  fo 
could  not  invite  him  to  our  Meeting,  but  fent 
him  three  little  Books  inclofed  in  a  Letter  5  a 
Copy  whereof  follo^\s,  njiz. 


For  the  Bifhop  of  Clongher. 

Friend, 

A  Letter    T_T  ^  ^  ^  ^^^  ^  fi'^  ^f  ^^^  ^^^^  Chriftian 

to  the  Bi-  Jl     I    Church  of  Reformed  Proteftants,  we  are 

cTougher,  ^P^^  ^  ^'^P  ^f  ^^^  Chriflian  Friends  and  Pee^ 

'  pie,  according  to  Ghriftian  Duty^  which  our  Sa^ 

viour  and  his  Apo files  taught,  aftd  praStijed  for 

our  Example  to  follow,  and  becaufe  of  other  Ser~ 

vice  on  this  Account,    our  Time  would   not  well 

admit  to  give  thee  a  Vifit  at  this  ^ime,  yet  thou 

being  a  Ruling-Man  in  Church  Affairs,  we  did 

not  j  or  get  thee,  but.  as  a  Token  of  our  Friend/hip 

have  fent  thee  here  inclofed  three  little   Books^ 
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ivhtch  may  be  for  thy  Profit,  if  rightly  applied-,   1700. 
which  is  all  at  prefentfrom  thy  Chriftian  Friends,  ^^^V^^ 

Auger,  the  27th  of  the  TrrMi'  -nj  j/" 

ftxth  Monti,,  1700.  WJliam  Edmundlon, 

George  Rooke, 
Roger  Roberts, 
Thomas  Winlloe. 

After  this  Meeting  we  rode  to  yohn  Whife- 
fide\  near  Charkinount,  fifteen  Miles,  and  the  riiarlc- 
next  Day  had  a  heavenly  Meeting  with  Friends  '"°""^' 
at  their  Meeting-Houfe,  and  on  the  Day  fol- 
lowing went   to  Toherhead  twenty  Miles ;  the  x^^^j.- 
next  Day,  being  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  we  head. 
had  a  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Thomas  Gregg's 
Houfe,     many  Friends  met  us  there,    from 
Grange  and  Dtmclaudy  j  then  we  went  to  Cole-  Colerain, 
raiftj  and    had   a  Meeting  there,  and   fcveral 
Friends  came  out  of  the  Country  to  it ;  from 
thence  we  rode  to  Grange,  and  had  a  Meeting  Granee. 
there  with  Friends,  and  another  at  Antrim,       Antrim. 

Then  we  went  to  Richard  Boys*s  Houfe,  ac- 
companied with  many  Friends,  where  we  ftaid 
the  Province-Meeting,    which  held  two  Days,  ^j^^j. 
and  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  there  was,  Province 
and  the  mighty  Power  of  the  Lord  was  with  Meeting 
US;  when  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 
,we  rode  to  Lurgan,  and  had  a  Meeting  there,  L^jj.„,n. 
and  another  2XBallyhagan\  then  rode  to  Friends  g^,j  .j^^.^ 
near  Ballyhayes,  thirty  two  Miles.     When  we  gan. 
had  gone  through  thefe  Meetings,  we  rode  to  Baiiy- 

the  ^^^i'"^- 
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1700.  the  County  of  Longford  to  get  Meetings,  and 
J^'"'^''^  rpread  Truth  in  thofe  Places ;  fo  had  a  Meet- 
Longford,  ing  at  Granard,  where  none  had  been  before. 
At  Gran-  '^^'^^  many  came  to  it,  which  was  a  powerful 
ard,  a  Meeting,  and  many  were  reached  with  Truth's 
pov/eriiu    Xeilimony,  and  delirous   to   have  more   iuch 

Meeting  .         ■" 

Meetings. 

Ballinalee  Thence  wc  went  to  BaUinake,  and  had  a 
Meeting  about  a  Mile  from  thence,  feveral  Pro- 
feffors  came  to  it,  and  the  Myftery  of  Faith  was 
largely   opened  to  them.     After  that  we  had 

Triftiuy.  another  Meeting  at  a  Place  called  Trifliny^ 
where  feveral  Friends  met  us  from  the  Moat 
and  Mountmelick^  fome  noted  Perlons  and 
others  came  to  that  Meeting,  and  the  everlafl- 
ing  Gofpel  was  largely  preached  to  them  in 
the  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
the  Lord. 

Ijfinoiney  After  this  Meeting,  we  rode  to  Lifmoiney,  to 
JJaac  Fullers,  and  there  parted  in  the  fweet 
Peace  and  Unity  of  the  Lord's  bleffed  Spirit, 
that  accom.panied  us  in  our  Travel  and  Service, 
and  was  Mouth  and  Wifdom  to  us  in  every 
Place  where  we  came,  fo  that  Gainfayers  could 
not  oppofe,  and  many  confefTcd  to  the  Truth 
of  the  Teftimony  we  bore  for  God,  and  his 
dear  Son  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  everlalling 
Fraife  to  his  great  Name.    Amen, 

Then  George  Rooke  and  Roger  Rokrfs  went 
Home  io  Dublin^  Thomas  fV'injloe  to  Birr^  and 

I  to 
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1  to  my  own  Houfe,  accompanied  with  JoPma   1700. 
Beale  and  Richard  Guy,  the  eighteenth  Day  of '"*'^^<'^^ 
the  feventh  Month,   170©. 

In  a  fhort  Time  after  our  Provifteial  Quar-  Quarterly 
tcrly-Meeting    was  at    Catherloughy    and    my  Meeting 
Mind  was  inclined  to  be  there;  (o  I  went  in  i^o^gj/"' 
Faith  of  the  Lord's  Power,  though  in  much 
Pain,  and  the  Lord  helped  me,  fo  that  I  per- 
formed that  Journey.     When   the  Service   of 
the  Meeting  was  over,  I  returned  Home  in  the 
Company  of  feveral  Friends.     Soon  after  that 
George    Rooke    came   from     Dublin^    to   our 
Monthly-Meeting  at  Mountmelkk ;  after  which 
we  travelled  together  in  the  Ki?7g* i-Coutify  and  '^}'^z^ 
QoMnxy  oi  i'ipperary,  vifiting  fome  Meetings 5^n°dC^,n,- 
and   alfo   went   to    Clonmel  to   the  Province- ty  of  Tip- 
Meeting  for   Munfier,  which  held  two  Days  P^^^'^^'* 
for  the   Worship  of  God  and  Church  Difei-  plovfnL 

|)linc.  Meeting 

at  Cloii'" 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  bver, 
we  rode  towards  Dubliti  in  Company  of  feveral 
Friends   of  Mun/ler,  and  in   three  Days  got 
there  ;  the  next  Day  the  National  Half- Year's  National 
Meeting    began,     and    ftiany    Friends   from^^^'^*. 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation  came  to  it,  which  Mc^L* 
held  four  Days  in  Dodrine  and  Church  Dif- a^  DubiiiS[ 
cipline,  and  there  I  met  with  fome  Exercrfej 
but  the  Lord's  Power  carried  me  through  it,  as 
at  other  Times,  and  we  had  a  good   heavenly 
Meetings  and  when  over,  parted  in  the  Love 

Gg  ol 
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1700.  of  God   and  Comfort  of  his   blelTed  Spirit;  (o 
C/'\^V?  I  returned  Home  in    the  Company  of  feveral 
Friends. 

-^Y  £  About  eight  or  ten  Days  after,  I  was  drawn 

goes  again  in  Spirit  to  go  again  to  Dublin,  which  accord- 
to  Dublin,  jngly  I  did,  accompanied  with  my  Son  Tryal^ 
and  my  Son- in- Law  William  Fayle^  where  I 
found  Service  for  Truth's  Teftirnony,  that  re- 
quired my  being  there  at  that  Time ;  fenfible 
honeft-hcarted  Friends  were  glad  of  my 
Coming.  1  ftaid  four  Meetings  in  Dublifty 
and  the  Lord's  Power  in  his  Teftimony  was 
Jolin  Beck  over  oppotite  Spirits;  One  jfohfi  Beck,  who 
St^^°"  ^^^  profciTed  Truth,  and  was  gone  from 
Friends  for  a  Wife,  together  with  his  faid 
Wife,  both  then  appearing  in  our  public  Meet- 
ing for  the  Worfliip  of  God,  in  a  bitter  and 
envious  Spirit,  with  railing  Accufations  againft 
Friends,  were  publicly  detedled,  and  their 
Folly  manifefted,  and  Friends  were .  refreflied 
and  comforted.  So  being  clear,  1  returned 
homewards  with  my  faid  two  Sons,  and  fomc 
other  Friends. 

That  Day  I  came  to  mySon-in-Law  William 
Eai'y-  Fayle*^^  and  next  Day  to  Ballynolert,  whtxe.  I 
nolert.  {^aid  a  Meeting  with  Friends ;  then  came  Home 
and  kept  to  our  own  Meetings,  as  they  came 
Leiiiftcr  in  Courfe,  it  being  Winter-Seafon,  and  old 
Province  /^gg  weakening  my  Ability.  In  the  twelfth 
2t  the  ^  Momh  dijf  Province-Meeting  falling  in  Courfe 
Moat.  to  be  at  the  Moat,  I  rode  thither  in  the  Com- 
pany 
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pany  of  feveial  Friends.  The  Meeting  held 
part  of  two  Days:  It  was  an  heaveniy'-coni- 
fortable  Meeting,  Friends  were  fweetly  re- 
freflied,  and  parted  in  the  Senfe  of  God's  Love 
upon  their  Hearts  and  Spirits. 

Then  I  came  Home  in  the  Company  of  feve- 
ral  Friends,  and    kept  to  Meetings  near  hand, 
as  they  came   in  Courfe,  being   not  well   that 
Winter;  yet  felt  a  Concern  upon  my   Spirit  to 
vifitfome  Places  in  the  North  of  Rngland.     So 
on  the  fixth  Day  of  the  third  Month  following, 
in    the  Year    1701,  I  went  from  my   Houfe, 
though  not  in  Health,  and  in  two  Days  came    ' 
to  Dublin  vtry  weary;  next  Day  the  Service  of 
our  National-Meeting  began,  and  a  great  Ap-  Half- 
pearance  of  Elders  and  Friends  was  there  from  Year's 
feveral    Parts    of  the   Nation,  and  the  Lord's  ^^^gjj^^f^, 
mighty  Power  was  with  us,  to  our  great  Com- 
fort and  Satisfadtion,  which  made  me  eafy  over 
my  Ilnefs.     The  Service  of  this  Meeting  lafted 
part  of  fix  Days, 
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SECT.    XX. 

In  170 1,  he  'vtfis  the  North  of  England,  in 

about  two  Months  Time  returns^  and  writes  to 

R.  T.  a?2  excellent  dijfwafive   Letter   againft 

the  two  eager  Purfuit  ajter  the  Gain^  Plea^ 

Jure,  and  gre^t  Things  ojthii  Life. 

fi-701.   T7INDING   myfelf  ftronger  and  better  in 
};J-y^  ^     Health,  through  the  Lord's  Power  which 
healed  me,  I  laid  my  Intention    of  going  for 
W.  E.       England  before  the  Eiders  and  Brethren,  who 
England,  ^^^^  their  free  Confent,  George  Rooke^  Thomas 
s^c.     ^"  Pearce  and  facob  Fuller  accompanied   me  for 
England,  intending  to  go  to  London  to  the  Year- 
Jy-Meeting.     We  took  Shipping  at  Dublin,  on 
the  fixteenth  Day  of  the  Month  aforefaid,  and 
many  Friends  accon^panied  us  to  the  Water- 
fide,     \vhere    we   parted    in    a    fweet    teader 
Frame,  and  Comfort  of  God's  Love.     We  had 
an  eafy  fmooth  PafTage,  and    in  about  thirty 
two  Hours  landed  at  Neffon  ;  from  thence  we 
A  Meet-    rode  to  Chefter,  and  being  at  Friends'  Meeting 
ingat       there,  I  felt  fomething  of  Oppofitiop,  which 
v^'9.i^r.     ^jj^j.  {he  fleeting  appeared  in  a  high  floating 

Spirit  of  one,  who  cquld  not  bear  Reproof, 
and  who  afterwards  for  Diforders  was  denied 
by  Friends. 

Frcni 
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From  thence  we  rode  to  John  Merrick's^  it   170 1, 
was  a  very  wet  Day,  and  I  got  a  great  Cold  -,  ^^y^^>r^. 
from  thence  we  went  to  Middlewich  in  Chefiire,  Middle- 
to  Fritnds  Meeting  there,  it  being  firft  Day  of  ^^'^^• 
the  Week  and  eighteenth  of  the  third  Month 
aforeiaid.     In    the  latter  End   of  the  Meeting 
I  was  (eized  with  great  Ilnefs,  and  Pain  over  W.  E.  is 
my  Body,  and  was  forced  to  ftay  at  the  Houfe  '^^^'^"p^|„,, 
of  cur   Friend   William   Handcock   five  Days, 
where  they  were  very  kind  and  tender  to  me. 
Here  by  a  mutual  Confenl,  George  Rooke  and 
yacob  Fuller  went   on  their  Journey   towards 
London,  to   the  Yearly-Meeting,  and   Thomas 
Pierce  flaid.     I   was  not   able   to  travel   with 
,  themj  and  befides  was   flopped  in  my  Spirit 
from  going  to   London.     When  I  was  able  I 
went  Northwards,  as  the  Way  moft  clearly 
opened  to  me,  accompanied  with  Thomas  Pierce, 
We  came  to  Penketh  in  LancafJAre,  and  were  penketh 
at  Friends' Meeting  there  on  firft  Day,  where  in  Lanca- 
the  Lord  enabled  me  to  open  many  Myfteries    *^^* 
of  Chrift's  Kingdom  and  Government,  in  the 
Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God, 
who  gave  me  Strength  over  my  Weaknefs,  and 
we  were   well  refrellied  in  the  Lord ;  and  alfo 
many  Friends  came  to  fee  me,  and  we  were 
glad  of  each  other. 

From  thence  we  went  to  John  Haydock*s^  John 
and  flaid  there  two  Nights,  where  unexpedt-  Haydock. 
edly  we  met  with  John  Boufted,  Robert  Atkin- 
jon^  Peter  Fearon^  and  feveral  others  going  to 
t(ie  Yearly-Meeting  at  London  :  We  were  glad 

and 
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jyoi.  and ,  comforted  to  fee  one  another;  but  they 

VV"^  fcemed    to  be  much  concerned  and  troubled, 

that  they  could  not  have  my  Company  to  L(?;z- 

Lancafter.  iiof2.     Thomas  Pierce  and  I  rode   to  Lane  a  ft  er^ 

and  ftaid  there  one  Night,  and  had  a  Meeting 

with  Friends  j  alfo   vifited  Friends  in   Prifon 

in   the  Caftie,   for    not  paying  Tithes   to  the 

,       Frierts.     Next  Day  we  rode  to  Swarthmore  to 

more.       fee  Margaret   Fox^  who   was   then  weak   in 

Body. 

We  abode  there  three  Nights,  and  were  at 

their    Meeting   on  firft  Day,  and    the  Lord's 

Pov/er  was  with  us  to  our  great  Comfort,  then 

we  rode  to    Kendal,  and    fcveral    Friends    of 

Swarthmore  went  with  us.     The  next  Day  we 

Camfeill    ^^^^  ^°  Camfgill,  and  ftaid  at  Thomas  Cams' s  three 

Nights,  and  were  with  them  at  their  Meeting. 

Monthly  From  thence  we  went  to  Kendal,  to  the  Month* 

^^^»"|ly- Meeting  of  Men  and  Women,  for  Bufinefs 

in    Church-Affairs,    and    many    Things   were 

.  .        largely  opened  to  them  on  that  Account,  which 

feemed  to  be  great  Saiisfadion  and  Comfort  ta 

many. 

Then  we  rode  Home  with  John  Bkakling^ 
Rav^n-  ^^^  ^^^^  Morning  into  Rave nft one d ale ^  accom- 
iionedale.  panied  with  many  Friends,  where  we  had  a  large 
Meeting  out  of  Doors,  many  came  to  it  both 
Friends  and  others  from  feveral  Places,  being 
on  a  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  and  the  Lord 
mightily  ftrengthened  me,  to  declare  the  Word 
of  Life,  which  reached  many  Hearts  i  then  we 

code 
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rode  back  to  ^d-^^^^.GentraltMeeting,  where   170 1. 
many  Frierids  came,  bath  of   lorkJI^ire^  Lan-  v^^vs/ 
ca/hireAn'd  Jf^eJimprJanJl[2LD<^  t  powerful  hea- ^^^^^'^^^| 
ven]y  Meeting  it  was;  many  Hearts  were  ten-  Meeting. 
dered,.and  weighty  Things  in  the  Lord's  Power 
were  opened,  relating  ,bolh  to    Doctrine  and 
Gofpel  Order;  the   Lord  haviing  ftrengthned 
and  healed  me  of  my  Ilnels.     From  thence  we 
went   to   Kirby-Stfpheit^    where  Lmet    with  ^'^''y 
Lancelot  Lancafier^.my  oXd   Acquaintance  of'\^' 
Little- Mujgrove,  the  Place  where  I  was  born.     ]viui>roT«. 

I  had  a  Defire  to  have,  a  Meeting  there,  and 
afl^ed  him,  If  he  could  accomodate..  u$:  with  a 
Place  to  meet  in  ;  who  chearfully  replied,  Us 
^mld  do  it :  Then  I  rode  in  Company  with 
Thomas  Pierce  to  Little- Ma fgrovey  where  the 
People  {liewed  their  Gladnefs  to  fee  .B)ej..and 
I  gave  them  Notice  of  having  a  Meeting  there 
on  the  firft  Day  following,  there  having  not 
been  a  Meeting  there  of  the  People  called  fa- 
kers:  They  feemed  very  willing  and  ready  to 
further  the  fame ;  fo  we  rode  on  to  j^ppleby^  Ar^cbr 
and  lodged  that  Night  at  the  Coaler's,  who 
kept  an  Inn,  two  Friends  being  Prifoners  there 
for  /ome  Pr iefl's  Demands.  The  next  Day  we 
rode  to  Strickland-Head,  and  had  a  Meeting  stricklar^i 
there  with  Friends,  here  Afithony  Rgkinl&Ji  Head, 
came  to  us,  newly  come  from /r^/^/z^.  , 

Next   Day    we   came    to   Little-Mufgrove^  vn'^c 
where  my  old  Neighbour  Lancelot  Lancafier^  MufgroTCi 
his  Wife  and  Children  received  us  with  great 

ExpreiHon 
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170 1.  Expreflion  of  Love  and  Kindnefs.     We  lodged 

W>J  there  that  Night,  and  the  next  Day  had  a  grcas 

Meeting  in  a  large  Barn :  Many  came  to  it 

from  feveral  Towns  and  Places  thereabout,  and 

the  Dodrine  of  Chrift's  Kingdom  was  largely 

and  powerfully  declared  5  the  People  (eemcd  to 

be  well   fatisfied,  and  exprelTed  the  fame  after 

the  Meeting,  with  Words  of  great  Kindnefs  s 

Their  Hearts  were  open  for  more  Meetings,  but 

^,  that  Evening  we  rode  to  Blew-grafs  on  Staiu' 

Itrafs.        moor^  fome  of  my  Kinsfolk  rode  with  us,  and 

we  lodged  at  a  Kinfwoman's  Houfe,  who  was 

glad  to  fee  me,  and  defirous  to  have  a  Meeting 

at  her  Houfe. 

Cudder-        '^^^  "^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^®  ^^  Cudderjlon  in  Tork^ 
ftoii  m      fliire^  accompanied  with  l^homas  Pierce  and  An* 
Yorkihire  ^j^^^y  Robinfon^  and  on  the  Day  following  was 
Laitiuton.  at  Friends'  Meeting  at  Lartinton,  where  Things 
were  opened  in  the  Teftimony  of  Truth  for 
Friends'  Benefit,  and  we  parted  in  a  Senfe  of 
the  great  Love  of  God.     After  the  Meeting  we 
Kaby.       rode    to    Raby,     accompanied    with    feveral 
Friends,  there   I  lodged   at   Jane   Vickridge'% 
Houfe,  and  flaid  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends, 
to  which  feveral,  that  belonged  to  other  Meet- 
ings, came,  and  we  were  well  refrefhed  in  the 
'  Lord,  and  one  in  another.     The  next  Morning 

we  parted  in  a  fweet  Senfe  of  the  Love  of  God, 
Durham,  and  that  Day  rode  to  Durham^  and  lodged  at 
an  Inn, 


William    Ed  m  unison.  233*. 

The  Day  following  went  to  New-Caftle,  and    1701* 
next  Day,  being  the    firft   Day  of  the  Week,  ^^f^^^^^^- 
we  were  at  two  Meetings  there,  the  Ttftimony  Caftie. 
of  Truth  in   the  Lord's  Power   was  delivered 
fuitable  to  the  States  and  Conditions  of  the  Peo- 
ple :  And  on  the  Day  following  rode  to  Sunder-  SunHor- 
laitd^  and  ftaid  one  IVleeiing  there  with  Friends.     '^' 
After  the  Meeting  we  rode  to  yohn  Hairs,  and 
next  Day  he  went  with  us  to  Stockto?t,  and  on  stocktofi* 
the  Day   following  we  had  a  frefli  comfortable 
Meeting  there.     Next  Day  we  rode  to  Darling- 
ton, in   the  Company  of  feveral  Friends,  and 
the  Day    following,    being   firft    Day   of  the 
Week,   we   had  two  Meetings  with  Friends  to 
our  mutual  Comfort. 

The  next  Morning  early  we  took  our  Journey 
towards  Tork^  and   Robert  Triieman,  at  w^hofe 
Houfe  we  lodged  in  Darlington,  went  With  us 
thither,  and  ftaid  the  Quarterly-Meeting  there,  York 
we  came  in  two  Days  there,  and  on  the  next  Quarterij* 
Morning  the  Quarterly-Meeting  began,  it  be-  ^^^"^'"8 
ing  the  fecond  Day  of  the  fifth  Month,   170  i. 
The    faid   Meeting   was  very   large,  and  held 
Iv/o   Days.     Here  we   met  with   George  Rooke 
and  Jacob  Fuller,  our  Fellow-Travellers  out  of 
Ireland,  and  were  glad  one  of  another^     When 
the  Service   of  this  Meeting  Was  over,   we  rode 
to  Knarejhorough,  to  wit,   George  Rooke,  ^bomal  ^  j^,|^p*. 
Pierce  znd  I,  in  Company   ot  many  Friends ;  ing  st 
there  we  had  a  Meeting  in  the  Toibooth   (or  ^"•^'^^'.^o- 
Market-Houfe)  and   many  of  the  Town's  Peo- the  Toil 
pie  Came  to  it  j  the  Dodrine  of  Chrift's  King^  booth* 

H  h  dom 
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170 1,  dom  and  Myftery  of  Faith  were  largely  open- 
^^-''"V^-  ed,  and  Things  well :  So  we  parted  in  Peace. 

e,  M  •  After  this  Meeting  we  rode  to  Sttibbin,  to 

M-ff  yohn  Dod^fon^,  and  lo  to  Majfam  to  Friends* 
Meeting  there,  which  was  lull,  it  being  on  a 
firft  Day  of  the  Week.  The  next  Day  we 
travelled  to  Bainbrig,  William  Clayton  and 
'John  Bim  accompanied  us  thither  j  io  taking 
leave  returned  Home :  But  we  rode  on  our 
H.nv3.  Way  to  Hai-vs,  and  lodged  at  a  Friend's 
Houfe.  The  next  Day  we  came  to  Mailer^ 
Jiangs  and  lodged  at  my  Coufifi  'Thomas  Cleaj- 
Kiiby-  /"/s  J  and  on  the' Day  following  to  X/rt^y-iS/V- 
H.piicn.  pheuy  to  a  Meeting  that  we  had  appointed  be- 
fore, which  we  kept  in  a  large  Barn  belonging 
to  the  Inn  ;  many  People  came,  and  rheTefti- 
mony  of  Truth  was  overall,  leveral  feemed  to 
be  reached,  and  we  were  well  .fatisfied  in  our 
Labour  of  Love. 

When  this  Meeting  was  over,    and  People 
gone,  our  Company   f^aid    that  Night  at   the. 
]iin,  ''ciz.    George  Rooke^    Thomas  Pierce  and 
Croflv-     myfelf;  the  next  Morning  we  rode  to  Crcf/^j- 
(rarie't,      GafTr't,  and  that  Day  had  a  fatisfadory  Meet- 
ing there  with  (ober  People  in  a  Burn,  belong- 
ing to.  an  Ale-Koafej  and  they  feemed  to  be 
affe(fted,  and  well   fatisfied  with  what  was  de- 
clared.    That  Day  after  the  Meeting  we  rode 
iBroifgh.     to  Broiighy  under  Stainmoor,  and  lodging  that 
Night  at  an  Inn,  we  had  a  Meeting  there  next 
Day  in  a  Barnj  feveral   People  came  thither, 

wh» 
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who  heard  the  Word  declared,  and  were  quiet ;  170 1. 
but  fcemcd  to  be  a  harder  People  than  they  at  ->^v^^ 
Crojhy  the  Day  before. 

After  this  Meeting  ended,  we  rode  to  Blew-  Blcw-gi^fs 
grajs  on  Stainmoor^  and  there  had  a  very 
thronged  Meetings  and  it  being  on  a  firft  Day 
of  the  Week,  many  came  to  it ;  wheic  the 
Dodrine  of  Chrift's  Kingdom,  Myllery  of 
Fa-ith,  and  Way  of  Salvation  was  largely 
opened  to  them,  and  many  feemed  to  be  af- 
feded  with  what  was  declared,  and  were  ten- 
der, friendly  and  loving.  After  this  Meeting 
we  parted  in  Peace,  Love  and  Tendernefs;  fo 
rode  to  Great- Mufgro^oe,  \n  Company  v/ith  fe-  q^^^^. 
vera!  Friends,  having  appointed  a  Meeting  Mufgrove 
there  that  Afternoon,  one  Thomds  Waller  hav- 
ing promifed  me  his  Barn  to  meet  in ;  but  the 
Priclt  heard  of  it,  and  fent  his  Wardens  to 
charge  him,  That  he [Idould not  let  tis  meet  there  : 
So  we  had  the  Meeting  on  a  Green  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Town  j  the  People  came  to  it,  and 
were  very  fober  and  folid,  parting  lovingly  like 
Friends.  Now,  being  clear  of  that  Quarter, 
we  took  Leave  of  Friends  there  with  us,  and 
rode  to  IVarcop,  and  lodged  at  an  Inn ;  Here  Warcop. 
Thomai  Pierce  was  taken  ill,  and  we  ilaid  fome 
Part  ot  the  next  Day  j  but  he  being  willing  to 
remove  from  thence,  we  took  Horfe  and  rode 
to  Strickland-Headj  and  the  next  Day  to  Sm'ck'and 
George  Bewleys,  Head. 

H  h  a  The 
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1701.       The    Day  following  we   went  to    Friends* 
^'^['"'^  Meeting    near   William    Gre^nup\;    after   the 
ing  near    Meeting,  Thomas  Pierce   and    I   rode  to  Mar- 
\\iiiiain    aaret  Fawcefs   at    Elkfton^     William   Greenup 
Kikii.n.    accompanied  us ;  and   the  next  Day   we  were 
Pirdf-'-  ^^  Friends  Meeting   2i\.  "Par  d fey -craggy  and  on 
ciagg.      the    Day    following  at    Friends'    Meeting  at 
V>ioug\:ton  Broifgbton.     Friends  had  appointed  a   Meeting 
Bouiton     ^Of"  ^s  at  Boulton  on   the  firfl  Day  following, 
George  Rooke  was  gone  before  to  fee  his   Rela- 
tions, and  to  give  Notice  of  the  faid  Meeting, 
which  was   large  and  fall,  many  came    to  it 
both  Friends  and  others;  and  it  was  a  glorious 
Meeting:  After  which  George  Rooke  and  I  went 
to  T^homas  Drurfs,  and  the  reft  of  our  Com- 
pany towards  Cockermouth. 

T,  , ,  The  next  Dav  we  went  to  Brou^hton  again. 
^  where  Friends  had  appointed  a  Meeting  for  as 
many  Friends  in  the  County  as  were  willing  to 
come,  and  had  a  Concern  for  Church-Difcipiine 
and  Gofpel-Order,  both  Men  and  Women, 
they  being  defirous  to  have  an  Opportunity 
v/ith  us  before  we  left  the  Nation.  So  Notice 
^A'as  given  to  Friends*  Meetings  through  the 
County,  and  many  concerned  Friends  came, 
both  Men  and  V/omen,  and  the  Lord's  ancient 
Goodneis  was  with  us  in  that  Meeting,  where 
many  Things  relating  to  Chiirch-Difcipline 
and  Gofpel-Order  were  clofely  fpoken  to,  and 
we  were  comtorted  together  j  fo  parted  in  the 
Love  of  God  and  Tendeinefs  of  Spirit. 

That 
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That   Day  after  the  Meeting   we  rode  to    1701. 
WhitcJoaven^  in  order  to  take  Shipping  for  Ire-  ^-^f'y^^ 
land,  and  feveral  Friends  went  with  us  thither;  a„d  com- 
the  next  Morning  we  Ihipped  our  Horfes,  and  jxiny  take 
near  the  nniddle  of  the  Day  we  went  ahnard,  ^1"^»^P^'"^ 

1       XK7  •  at  W  nilc- 

and  put  to  Sea  ;  but  the  Wind  being  contrary,  luvcofor 
were  near  four  Days  and  three  Nights  at  Sea  ;  Ircimid. 
then  arrived  fafe  at  Duhlhi  on  the  twenty  (ixth 
Day  of  the  fifih  Month,    1701,  it  being   the 
feventh  Day  of  the  Week.     The  next  Day  I 
ftaid  at  Dublin  two  Meetings,  and  that  Even-  Two 
ing  feveral  Friends,  who  heard  of  our  Landing,  ^^'^;T"'p 
came  to  Dublin  from  IVicklow,  where  they  had 
been  at  the  Province-Meeting. 

The  next  Morning  I  left  Z)//^//;?,  in  theCom- 
pany  of  feveral   Friends,  and   that  Day   came  „.  ^ 
Home  to  my  Houfe,  and  found  Things  well,  tuniiiig 
Blelled  be  the  Lord  for  his  Mercies  and  Good-  ^^"'^ 
nefs.     Soon  after  I,  with  my  Wife,  went  to  fee  TWin-^s 
our  Pvciations  at  Balhmlert,  in  the  County  of  well.'' 
Kildare,  and   ftaid   one  Meeting    with   them,  Baliyiw- 
and  fo  returned  Home;   then  went  to  a  Meet-  ^*'*^^* 
ing  at  Ballyboy,  to  which  many  good-like,  fo-  B^allyboy. 
ber  People  came,  and   the   Lord's  Power  was 
with  us,  in  which  theGofpel  was  preached,  and 
the  People  feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied.     From 
thence  we  went  to  Birr,  and  had  a   Meeting  Bhr. 
there ;  and  then  rode  Home,  accompanied  with 
fome  Friends,  where  I  wrote  a  Letter  in  the 
Openings  of  Truth,  direded  to  Robert  Trueman 
at  Darlington  in  Bip^oprick,  as  an  Admonitioa 
to  him  and  others ;  as  followeth,  ^72;. 

My 
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A  Letter 

from 
W.  E.  to 
R  T.  con- 
taining 
good  Ad- 
vice and 
Caution. 


The    JOURNAL    of 

My  F  R  I  E  N  D,  i?.  T. 

THE  Kememhrance  of  thee  and  thy  tender 
IVije^  in  true  and  tender  Lo'-oe^  caufes  tbefe 
few  LineSy  chief y  to  renew  thy  Memory^  to  per- 
form the  Contents  of  thy  own  Letter ^  written 
to  me  fame 'Time  ago,  to  give  me  an  Account  of  the 
Eafe  and  Peace  thou  foundeji  in  thy  PraBice  in 
Things  relating  to  the  following  SuifjeB,  of  tJye 
Lawtul  Things  of  this  World  ;  and  thou  know- 
eft  what  my  friendly  Admonition  in  the  Love  of 
^ruth  waSy  when  I  parted  with  thee  in  York, 
That  theu  mighteft  perform  in  Deeds,  what  thou 
had'ft  laid  in  Words.  And  now,  dear  Robert, 
1  know  that  the  Eagernefs  after  the  lawful  Things 
of  this  World y  at  this  'J'ifn&hi?2ders  many  Friends* 
Growth  in  the  precious  Truth,  and  their  Ser- 
viee  to  it  in  their  Day^  though  otherwife  of  great 
Parts  and  Abilities  to  do  much  Service  for  Truth 
on  many  Accounts,  as  Injiruments  in  the  Hand 
of  God,  but  cannot  ferve  Gody  as  they  ought  to 
do,  and  as  the  Day  requires  ;  neither  pleafe  the 
Captain  of  our  Spiritual  JVarfare,  as  good  Sol- 
diers, if  we  involve  and  had  ourfelves  with  the 
Things  of  this  World -j  and  this  is  the  great  Fail- 
ure and  Stumbling- Block  at  this  Day,  and  too 
many  of  our  Society  are  hurt  thereby ^  who  have 
tn  meafure  efcaped  the  unclean,  unjuft  and  un^ 
lawful  Things  of  this  World,  and  wafl^ed  their 
Garments  from  the  Spots  thereof :  So  bear  the 
Name  of  Firgins,  and  now  ft  dQ%'n  in  the  Dull, 

in 
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in  the  lawful  Tubings  of  this  IVorld^  without  a  1701. 
due  Conjideration  and  true  Regard  oj  the  right  ^-y^y^^ 
XJJe  and  Service  of  them  in  the  Creation^  and  to 
the  Bouijds  and  Limits  of  Truth,  in  the  Getting 
and  Vfing  of  them,  in  their  Places  and  Services ; 
Jo  as  the  fooliflj  Fir  gins  want  the  Oil,  that  would 
make  their  Lamps  burn  with  holy  fragrant  Smell, 
according  to  Divine  Knowledge,  for  the  Promo- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Blefjed  Truth  on  all  Accounts  ; 
and  would  make  their  Lights  Poine,  in  which  the 
Service  of  the  Day  is  clearly  feen,  and  the  Glory 
cf  the  Lord  rifmg  more  and  more,  to  dijcover  all 
Things  that  are  offenfve  and  mufi  be  caji  out. 
And  071  this  Account  great  Danger  doth  appear, 
that  many,  as  the  fooUP^  Virgins,  will  be  flmt 
cut  of  the  Bridegroom' s  Chamber,  when  thofe  that 
are  ready,  who  have  Jhaken  themfelves  fro7n  the 
Duft,  and  put  on  the  beautiful  Gar?mnt$,  who 
■have  Oil  in  their  Lamps,  and  do  rife  in  the 
,Brightne/s  of  this  glorious  Day  of  the  Lord,  hav- 
ing  their  Affeclions  jet  on  Things  that  are  above ^ 
where  Chrifi  is,  and  not  on  Things  that  be  upo-n 
the  Earth,  enter  with  Chrifl  into  the  IVedding- 
Chamber.  Now,  my  Friend,  1  would  not  bur- 
then thee  with  Words,  but  the  Bowels  of  true 
■  Love  are  open  to  thee  a?id  thine,  and  1  certainly 
know  the  E?temy  of  Mankind  is  working  in  a  my- 
flerious  Way,  to  overthrow  many  that  have  had 
their  Faces  Sion- wards,  now  to  look  back  to  the 
Gain,  Profit  and  Plea  fur  e  in  thofe  Things  that 
are  [oon  gone,  and  a  little  of  them  will  ferve  in 
their  right  Ufe  with  a  contented  Mind ;'  So  can 

do 
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1701.  do  t}0  le/s  but  give  Notice  ofit^  that  thou  and 
^'■^n^P^  others  may  efc ape  his  Snares,  and  call  off  thoje 
Burthens  in  this  eajy  Gofpel-Sabhath-Da)\  and 
cheerJuUy  run  the  Race  in  the  Service  oj  God  and 
their  Generation,  according  to  Ability  and  Gift 
in  Station  and  Place, 

I  could  fay  much  on  this  SubjeSf,  but  /hall  cut 
fhort,  ami  leave  the  Iffue  to  the  Lord,  who  h 
raifmg  his  boh  Seed,  that  will  brutfe  the  Head 
of  the  Serpent^  in  this  his  Enterprize   and  evil 
Purpoje,  as  "ivell  as  in  other  Things,  that  he  hath 
made    Head  in,  to  hinder   the  Lords  People  in 
their  Progrcfs  towards   his  holy  Reft,  that   God 
hath  prepared  fsr  them  that  love  him.     Though 
many  have  fallen  ft.'ort  of  that  Reft  in  litch  Times 
of  Temptation:  And  it  is  to  he  doubted,  too  many, 
and  fome  of  the  Stars  of  this  Day,  may  jail  in 
this  Temptation,  and  Prefentation  of  the  glorious 
Things  of  this  JVorld  that  perifl:.    So  conclude^ 
with  Boii'ets  of  true  Love  to  thee,  a?id  thy  well- 
meaning  tender  Wife.     Andjurther  to  let  you 
know,  that  after  our  parting  from  York,  we  had 
Service   in  that  County,  and  in  Weftmorland 
and  in  Cumberland,  both  with  Friends  and  others 
in  feveral  Places,  which  1  hope  will  not  always 
lie  buried,  or  return  empty  without  fome  Fruits 
to  the  Praife  of  God,  and  Profit  of  Men.     And 
when  we  were  clear  of  that  Service,  we  JJoipped  at 
Whitehaven/or  Ireland,  and  after  four  Days  at 
Sea^  landed  fafe  and  well  at  DubWn;  and,  in  the 
main^  Things  are  well  with  Friends  in  this  Nation, 

and 
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and  a  right  Concern  on  many  for  Truth's  Pro-  170 1. 
fperity  in  its  holy  comely  Order  and  Difcipline ; 
which  the  Lord  makes  to  pro/per  in  the  Hands  of 
his  faithful  Servants^  to  the  greht  Satisfadliori 
a?id  Comfort  of  many.  And  here  is  great  Opeii- 
nefs  in  many  Places^  afid  little  or  no  Oppofition, 
The  Remcjnbrance  of  my  Love  is  to  honefi  Friends 
at  Rayby,  who  are  concerned  for  good  Order  in 
the  Church  ofChrifi  ;  to  Jane  Vicke'rs,  aiid  it  he 
reji^  and  to  her  Friends  at  Stockton,  where  I 
lodged,  and  to  John  Hall,  and  to  all  fuch  as 
afore -mentioned,  as  if  J  named  them;  for  I  know 
there  are  a  few  Nafnes  in  that  County  that  have 
a  true  Regard  to  God's  Honour^  and  would  have 
Things  well  in  his  Houfe  j  but  fee  that  ?nany 
Things  want  Reforming,  which  is  their  Trouble, 
and  with  fuch  my  Spirit  travails.  And  whsri 
thou  [eejl  William  Ellis,  tell  him,  that  his  an^ 
cient  Friend  in  the  Love  of  Truth  advifs  him  to 
take  heed,  that  the  ioppi?2g  Spirit  after  the  Things 
ijfore-mentioned,  do  not  hurt  hitn  at  unawares  j 
which  is  my  hefi  Love  to  him. 

William  Edmund-son* 
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He  ijifits  Ulfter,  and  feveral  Places  in  Con- 
naught,  where  none  of  our  Meetings  had  been  : 
Is  obftniSled  at  Abby-boyl  by  the  Burgo- 
Mafter, 

ijQ],    /'^UR  next   Quarterly  Provincial-Meeting; 
N^/-v-^   V^   being  at  Caiberlough^  I  went  there :  The 
leinfier    Scivicc    of   that    Meeting    held   part   of  three 
Province   Day?,  fof  the  Woriliip  of  God,  and  Ordering 
^^cli'i^r-  Affairs  in   the  Church  of  Chrilt.     When  that 
^^i\ig\\.       Service  was  over  I  went  Home,  and  that  Week 
Uliler.     ^o<^'^  "^y  Joiirney  to  the  Province  of  Uljhr,  and 
fo  into  Comiau?ht  in   the  Service  of  Truth,  ac- 
luujht.     companied  wi[h    Jojhiia  Beak    and    Richard 
Guy  J  that  Day  we  rode  to  Jfaac  Fuller's,  and 
the   next   Day   Jonathan  Robinfon  went   with 
us ;  we  alio  met  with  George  Rooke  by  Appoint- 
ment, and  the  Day  following,  being  firli;  Day 
of  the  Week,  we  had   a  full  and  latisfadory 
.,,  ,       Meerinsr  at  Abbxla7-\\  where  no  Meeting  of  our 
'     '    Society  had  been,  many  good-like  People  came 
to  it,  the  Lord's  Power  was  with  us,  in  which 
.     the  Myfferies  of  his  Kingdom  were  preached, 
and  the  Way  of  Life   and  Salvation   opened. 
The  People  were  very  attentive  and  tender. 


After  .. 
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Afler  the   Meeting  we  rode  that  Evening  to  170 1. 
Cavan,  and  the  next   Day  beyond  Ballyhaye:^  u^^^ 
and  had  a  Meeting  with   Friends  there,  and  iiay«. 
there-about.     Several    People  caine  to  it,  and 
many  weighty   Golpel  Truths   were  delivered, 
fuitable  to  the  People's  Condition,  and  the  Ser- 
vice of  the   Day;  next  Day   we  rode  to  Bally- Vy.xWyXxx- 
hagan,  in  the  County   o{  /h'uiagh,  and  had   a  S''^"* 
comfortable  Meeting  there   with  Friends  ;    af- 
ter  which    we   rode   to   yohn  Robin/o?2s,  and 
the  next  Day  to  Richard  Boyes'^s  in  the  County 
of  Antrim,  where  the  Qnarterly-Meeting  for 
Vljier  begun  that  Day,  and  held  part  of  three  \i\^^^ 
Days  for  the  Worfliip  of  God  and   Difcipline  Qiiarterly 

of  his  Church,    the   mighty   Power  of   God  ^""^"'"^'"^ 

.  ,  rr^  n-  1-1,1  atAnirun. 

was  with  his  Teltimony,  which  broke  through 

all,    and   wrought   into   a   tender  Submifiion 

thereto. 

Then  we  went  back  to  Liirgan,  and  had  a  Luraan. 
large  Meeting  of  P'riends    and   others,  where 
many  precious  Things  relating  to  Chrift's  King- 
dom   and   Government  were   largely    opened 
in  the  Power  of  Truth,  fuitable  to  the  States 
and  Conditions  of  the  People.     The  next  Day 
we  went  to  Grange,  and  on  the  Day  following  q 
had  a  Meeting   there  with  Friends,  and  we 
were  refre(hed    together  in   the  Lord.      The 
next  Day  to  Dunclaudy^  and   had  a  Meeting 
there :   And  next  Morning  we  rode  through  the 
Mountains  to  Dungiviriy  and  had  a  Meeting  iXinslvit>i 
there  that  Day, 
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On  the  Day  following  we  came  to  Cokrain^ 
and  the  next -Day  being  firft  Day  of  the  Week,' 
we  had  a  full  Meeting  there,,  where  the  Word 
pf  Truth  was  powcrtully  preached,  and  God's 
Witnefs  reached  in  many  Conlciences,  fo  that 
.many   Hearts    were   comforted   and  refreflied. 

fetrabane.  The  next  Day  ws  got  to  ^irabane  m  the  Coun- 
ty of  L£?/W^;zf/^rrv,  being  thirty  four  Miles;  v/e 
went  out  before  Day,  and  travelled  hard,  it 
being  a  rainy  Day.     And   on  the   Day  follow- 

Caiileiia,  jng  we  rode  to  Cajileji}!,  in  the  Coiinry  of  Dun- 
fiegal^  and  had  a  frelh  Meeting  there,  where 
none  had  been  before :  The  People  were  at- 
tentive and  fober. 

2,Tc^„_  The  next  Day  we  came  to  New-Town- St ew^ 

nown  art^  and  had  a  thronged  Meeting  there;  and 
Steua;t.  ^^  jj^^  Q^y  following  we  travelled  through  the 
Mountains,  a  rough  and  bad  Road,  and  Sodged 
Penlcrc.  that  Night  at  Pehitoe  in  the  County  of  Far^ 
marjiagh,  exptdling  to  get  a  Meeting  there,  biit 
were  difappointed,  and  had  poor  Entertain-: 
palleek.  ment.  On  the  next  Day  we  rode  to  Ealleek^ 
and  it  being  a  fore  flormy  Day,  ot  exceeding 
high  Wind  and  Hail  in  cur  Faces,  and  bad 
Way,  both  we  and  our  Horles  were  forely 
foiled,  and  I  got  an  ill  Cold  ;  yet  in  the  Even- 
ing we  had  a  fatisfadory  Meeting  that  helped 
us,  and  repaired  our  hard  Day's  Work.  Se- 
veral, both  ProreOants  and  Papirts,  were  there; 
alio  a  Eapift  Piieft,  and  Truth's  Tcilimony 
was  over  them  all,  wirhout  Oppoiitiop,  to  our 
Comfort  and  Satis  fa  (ft  ion.     I'he  next  l)-is  we 
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rode  to  Bally (Jmnnon  in  the  County  of  Dunnegal,  170  r. 
and  on  the  Day   following  being  firft   Day  of  rO^"^ 
the  Week,  had  two  Meetings,  the   I'eople  of  jhtmLn. 
the  Town  were  very  attentive  and   fober,  al- 
though in  thefe  two  Places  laft  meniiontd,  no 
Meetings  of  our  Society  had  been  before.  Then 
we  v/ent  to  Sligo,  and  lodged  two  Nights,  andsiigo. 
bad  a   full   Meeting  there:    From    thence   to 
Abby-Boyl  in   the  County  of  Rofcommon^  andAtALby- 
would  have  had  a  Meeting  there,  but  the  Burgo-^^^^'^'-j^^^'^ 
Mafter  (one /:^/7/^/;2ij  would  not  fufFer  us,  and  rafter  ob- 
hindered   the  People;  wherefore  1   told  him,^trufiethx 
.  ^hat  ive  were  the  Servants  of  the  living  Gody 
and  came  to  warn  the  People  to  'Repentance ;  and 
inajmiich  as  he  ohftruBed  our  Service,  1  charged 
the  Sins  of  the  People  upon  him  j    whereat  he 
trembled:  So  I  left  him. 

We  rode  to  Carrickdrumroofky  where    fome  c^j-rick- 
pf  our  Company  fought  for  a  convenient  Place diumroofk 
to    have   a  Meeting,  and  the  Stev/ard    to  Sir 
George  St.  George  had  granted  to  let  us  have  the     ■ 
Seffion-Houle  to  meet   in;  but  afterwards  the 
Prieft  of  the  Town  with  .two  more  djffwaded 
him  from  it  :  So  that  when   we  went   to  the 
Seffion-Houfe,  and  many   People  gathered   to 
have  a  Meeting,  the  Steward  told  Friends,  Hs 
could  not  let  us  have  it»     Then  returning  to  the 
Inn  where  we  lodged,  the   fober  People   went 
along  with   us  very  friendly  ;  where  the  Wo- 
man ot  the  Inn  willingly  granted   us  a    large 
Dining-Room  to  meet  in,  and  we  had  a  fwect 
pomfoiiable  Meeting,  the  Myfteries  of  Chrift's 

Kingdom 
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1701,  Kingdom  were  freely  declared,  and  the  Way 
*-Or^^  of  Life  and  Salvation  largely  and  plainly  open- 
ed, and  the  Hearts  of  the  People  open  and  ten- 
der. The  next  Morning  we  rofe  early,  and 
travelling  hard,  we  got  to  'Jacob  Fuller\  about 
two  Hours  within  Night,  I  was  very  weary, 
but  refted  there  the  next  Day. 

On  the  Day   following,  being  firft  Day  of 
the  Week,  we  went  forth  early  in  the  Morning 
accompanied  with  feveral  Friends,  and  rode  to 
Kinaglu    Kinagh,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  that   Day, 
where   none  had  been  before ;  fo   came  back 
again  that  Night  to  Jacob  Fuller  Sy  and  on  the 
third  Day  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends, 
on  fourth  Day  one  at  the  Moat^  on  fifth  Day 
one  at  Lifnwiney^  and  on  the  fixth  Day  went 
again   to  the  Moat,  where  I  met  my  Wife  and 
Jocinfter    feveral  Friends,    who  came  to  the  Province- 
Province  IVleeting,  which  begun  there  the    next  Day, 
at  the"^    when  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over,  I 
Moat.      went  Home  with  my  Wife  in  the  Company 
of  feveral  Friends,   and  kept  to   Meetings  as 
they  came  in  Courfci 
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SECT.    XXII. 

W.  E.  goes  to  the  Half-Tear' s- Meeting  at  Dublin, 
is  nominated  to  go  oyer  to  London ;  but  being 
weakly  J  and  unable  to  ferjorm  that  'Journey, 
he  writes  an  Epijlle  to  Friends, 

IN  the  ninth  Month   following,  our  Na-   ijou 
tional-Meeting  was  at  Dublin,    beginning  v-^^v^-/ 
the   eighth  Day  of  the  faid  Month,  as  ufual :  j^Tg^j^jj^l 
So  I  went  there,  where  was  a  large  Appearance  Haif- 
of  Friends,  from   feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  ]^^JJj, 
and  great  Numbers  of  others  thronged   to  our  at  Dublio. 
Meeting  for  the  Worlhip   of  God,  and  much 
Service  there  was,  which  lafted  Part  of  four 
Days,  and  was  carried  on  in  Peace  and  Con- 
cord, in  the  Wifdom  of  God,  which  was  with 
Brethren  and  Elders,  in  managing  the  Affairs 
of  Truth  in  Meetings,  both  for  Dodtrine  and 
Church    Difcipline,     which    ended    in    great 
Pence,    to  the  Praife  of  God  and  Comfort  of 
Friends. 

Now,  when  the  Service  of  this  great  Meet- 
ing was  over,  I  returned  Home,  Winter  being 
come,  and  my  Old-Age  not  able  to  endure 
much  Cold,  or  hard  Travel,  I  attended  the 
Service  of  Meetings  near  Home,  and  in  the 
•  tenth  Month  our  Province  Six- Weeks- Meeting 

being 
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being  at  LawMs-Town  in   the  County  of  Weii- 

fordy  I  had    feme   Drawings  upon  my  Spin"^ 

Province  thither,  to  which  I  went,  and  had  good  Ser- 

Meeting    vice  there   on    feveral   AccountSj    the  Lord's 

^i^^^^^^^'Goodnefs   being  with  us,  which  crowned  our 

Service  with  Succefs  and  great  Comfort.   When 

that  Service  was   over,  I  rode  Home  in   the 

Company  of  Jofiua  Beak  and  Richard  Guy, 

Not  long  after  this,  there  came  a  Letter  from 
one  of  oar  Correfpondentsat  London^  fignifying 
that  Friends  there  were  foliciting  the  Parlia- 
ment to  get  Amendment  of  the  Ad:  of  the 
.  Solemn  Affirmation,  fo  called,  and  that  fome 
Friends  out  of  ireldnd  were  defired  to  go  over 
to  aliift  in  that  Service  according  to  Agreement 
formerly  at  the  Yearly-Meeting  at  London,  and 
I  being  one  nominated  to  go  on  that  Service, 
rode  to  Dublin^  where,  in  a  few  Days,  moffc  ■ 
of  Friends  from  Vlfier  and  Munfler^  appointed 
for  that  Service,  came  up. 

We  had  feveral  fweet  comfortable  Meetings 
in  that  City,  both  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and 
Conference  in  Matters  relating  to  Faith  and 
Principle,  in  which  Meetings  Things  wer® 
opened  to  Edification  and  Comfort ;  my  Going 
there  was  of  good  Service,  and  acceptable  to 
Friends,  we  being  fweetiy  comforted  together, 
but  my  ancient  decaying  Body  not  being  able 
to  perform  that  Journey  by  Sea-  and  Land  to 
London^  in  cold  wet  Winter  Weather,  I  wrote 
an  Epiftie  to  Friends  of  London^  and  ineloled 
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it  in  a  Letter  to  our  Correfpondents  there,  to   1701. 
deliver.  s-Or^ 

When  T  had  done  what  Service  I  could  in 
the  afore-mentioned,  I  parted  with  Friends  in 
the  Overflowings  of  the  Love  of   God,  which 
flowed  in  our  Hearts,  in  which  we  fupplicated 
his  holy  Name  in  great  Tcndernefs  and  Bro- 
kennefs   of  Spirit.      After   which   I   returned  W.  E. 
Home  in  the  Company  of  fome  Friends,  and  ^^'^^^ 
kept  to  our  ufual  Meetings,  obferving  the  Time         ' 
and  Service  of  our  Monthly  and  Provincial- 
Meetings,  as  they  came  in  Courfe. 
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In  1702,  he  goes  over  to  the  Tearly  Meeting  at 
London.  After  his  Return,  he,  in  Company 
IFitb  G.  R.  vijits  Ulfter,  then  writes  to  the 
Bip^op  of  Kildare,  in  Behalf  of  Friends  School' 
M^///^r  ^/ Mountmelick. 


1702. 


N 


""'  O  W  the  Time  of  our  National-Meeting 
at   Dublin,  in  the  third  Month,    1702, 
KT  ■     I   approaching,  I  went  thither,  where  was  a  great 
Half-        Appearance   of  Friends  from    feveral  Parts  of 
Year's      jj^g   Nation  ;     alfo   Accounts   were   given   of 
at  Dub iL  Truth's  Profperity,  and  Friends'  Care  of  the 
Honour  of  God  and  Credit  of  his  blelTed  Truth. 
At  this  Meeting   it   was  concluded,  that  fome 
Friends  of  this  Nation  fliould  go  to  the  Yearly- 
Meeting  at  London. 

,  „  And  I  being  one,  appointed  by  the  Meeting 

ai  d   *      to    go  on    this    Concern,  with  twelve    other 
twelve      Friends,    we  took  Shipping  from  Dublin  the 
FH^nds     fifteenth   Day   of  the  third  Month   aforefaid, 
take  Ship- being  accompanied  with  many  Friends  to  the 
|lngfcr     Water- Side,  and  had  a  fweet  comfortable  Meet- 
ing before  Parting,  the  Lord's  Power  and  Light 
fliining  in  our  Hearts,  to  the  Tendering  of  them 
in  his  Prefence,  and  tP  otir  great  Confolation, 

Satisfaction 
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Satisfadion  and  Confirmation  that  he  owned    1702. 
us  in  this  his  Service.     So  parting  with  Friends,  w^~V"^ 
who  went  back  ;  we  that  were  appointed  to  go 
had   a  comfortable  eafy  PafTage,  and  enjoyed 
much  of  the  Lord's  Goodnefs  with  us.     After 
four  Nights  at  Sea  we  landed  at  Mo/Jen  in  IVales^ 
and  that  Evening  rode  to  Chefier^  and  the  next 
Day   took  our  Journey  towards  London^  and 
came  thither   in   five   Days,  having   had    one 
Meeting  with  Friends  at  Miim  by   the  Way,  ^^^ 
upon  a  firfl  Day  of  the  Week. 

We  were  gladly  received  by  many  Brethren, 
who  greatly  rejoiced  to  fee  us  come.  The  next 
Morning  the  Yearly-Meeting  begun,  and  aYeiriy- 
great  Appearance  of  Friends  and  Brethren  from  ^f<J^^'"3 
moft  Counties  in  the  Nation.  The  Meeting  don."" 
continued  by  Adjournment  five  Days,  and  many 
Things  were  difcourfed  relating  to  the  Affairs 
of  Truth  and  Gofpel  Difcipline,  particularly 
that  about  the  Affirmation  A(5l.  And  the  Meet- 
ing came  to  this  Agreement,  T^hat  the  dijfatis- 
^ed  Friends  might  have  Liberty  to  fo licit  the 
Parliament  for  One^  that  might  be  eajy  to  them^ 
when  Opportunity  o^'ered.  So  after  the  Service 
of  that  Meeting  was  over,  having  been  at  fome 
very  full  Meetings,  and  preached  the  Dodtrine 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift,  in  the  Demon- 
ftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God,  to 
the  Comfort  and  Satisfaction  of  many  Hearts 
and  Souls  in  that  City  ;  being  clear  of  that 
Service,  we  determined  to  leave  London  :  Many 
worthy   Brethren  came  to   take  their   Leav>e 

Kk  2  of 


2-52  ^^   J  O  U  R  N  A  L    c/ 

170?.  of  us,  and  we  parted  in  the  fweet,  comfort* 
^;^^^^  able,  melting  Power  of  the  Lord  JefusChrift, 
and  Com-  which  feals  us  in  the  Covenant  of  Light 
paiiy  and  Life;  then  took  Horfe,  feveral  of  the 
London,  brethren  of  the  City  accompanying  us  fome 
Miles. 

Chefler.        So  wc  came  to  Cbefler,  and  finding  an  Em- 
bargo on  Shipping  there,  rode  on  to  Holy-head^ 

Harding  having  One  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Harding 
^  ^'  in  JVales  by  the  Way  ;  whihl  wc  were  at  Holy- 
head^ Thomas  JVilfon^  y^feph  Pike  and  Samuel. 
Randall^  whom  wc  had  left  behind  at  London^ 
came  up  to  us,  and  after  flaying  there  one 
Night,  about  the  tenth  Hour  of  the  Evening 
next  Day  we  fet  fail  in  the  Packet  Boat  for  Ire- 
land, and  about  the  tenth  Hour  in  the  Evening 
following,  came  to  Anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Dub- 
lifi  J  fo  that  as  we  went  together,  we  all  re- 
turned over  together,  and  landed  fafe  and  well : 
Bleffcd  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord  for  all  his 
Mercies. 

Dublin.  I  f^^i^  '^^  Dublin  the  firft  Day's  Meeting, 
and  on  fecond  Day  went  homeward,  accon>- 
panied  by  fome  Friends.  Soon  after  our  Pro- 
vince-Meeting for  Leinfler  was  at  the  Moat^ 
and  I  went  thither  in  the  Company  of  (ome 
Friends.  When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting 
was  over,  which  held  two  Days,  I  returned 
Home,  and  foon  after  was  taken  with  a  great 
Jinels  over  all  my  Body,  occasioned  by-  a  vio- 
km  Pain  in  my  Kciid,  which  kept  me  at  Home 

fouf 
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four  or  five  Weeks :  Then  our  Province-Meet-   1702. 
ing  being  at  Caftledermot,  the  twentieth  Day  >r^~J*''"'^ 
of  the  feventh    Month   1702,  I   being  fome- ^j^^jj^ot. 
what  recovered  of  my  Ilnels,  went  to  the  Meet-  :r 

ing. 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 
finding  myfelf  able  to  travel,  1  rode  to  Dub" 
liny  and  ftaid  one  Meeting  there  ;  then  took  a  ^^-  E. 
Journey   into   the   North,  accompanied  with  tratd  t{>' 
George  Rooke^  and  we  had  many  full  and  pre*  getheria- 
cious   Meetinffs  in  divers  Places,    both    withl^**^^ 
Friends  and  others  in  feveral  Counties,  and  the 
Lord's  Power  and  Wifdom  were  mightily  with 
us,  to  divide  the  Word  according  to  the  Coil- 
ditions  and    States   of  the   People;    alfo    his 
Power  healed  me  of  my  llnefs,  fo  that  I  was 
well  and  ftrong  to  anfwer  the  Lord's  Service: 
And   having  travelled  therein  about  three  hun- 
dred* Miles  in  about  five  Weeks  ^Space,  I  re- 
turned Home. 

Before  I  took  that  Journey  Friends'  School- 
Mailer,  who  taught  their  Children  at  Mount- 
melick,  had  been  cited  feveral  Times  to  the 
Bifhop's  Court,  and  run  to,  ornear  an  Excom- 
munication for  teaching  School  without  the 
Bifhop's  Licence,  and  I  having  fome  Acquaint- 
ance with  the  Bifliop,  wrote  the  following 
Lcjier,  and  fent  it  to  him,  *vix. 


May 
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May  it  pleafe  the  Bifhop. 

W  E's     *  B  ^  i?  /  5  f i?w<?j  as  an  Addrefs  in  the  Behalf 
Letter  to    JL    o/^  a  Friend  of  mi?ie^  who  teaches  our  Chil- 
ill^^^ehai?  ^^^^  ^^  Mountmeiick,  for  which,  and  no  other 
of  Friends  Cauje  of  Offence,  fome   Perfons  have  prefented 
^?2°^'     him  in  the  BiP:)Op's  Courts  which  may  be  fuppofed 
was  done  out  oj  Prejudice   or  Self- Inter  eft ;  for 
be  is  a  quiet  harmlejs  EngliiLman,  capable  to 
inftruSi  Children  in  Learning  and  Sobriety.  Now 
we  wider ftand^  that  the  Officers  of  thefaid  Court 
are  proceeding  again/i  him  to  an  Excommunica- 
tion :  So  the  JJjue  mufl  be  a  Prifon  if  not  pre^ 
'cented  by  thee. 

Be  pie  a  fed  to  hear  a  few  Sentences,  though  in  a 
plain  Drefs,  yet  true  in  thentlehes :  We  arc 
ChriftianSy  and  hold  the  Faith  and  Dodrine  as 
delivered  by  our  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus  and  his 
Apoftles,  before  the  Apoftacy  and  Falling 
away,  according  as  it  is  left  on  Record  in  holy 
ken  to  Scriptures,  and  we  are  cohfciencious  in  our 
educate  Duty,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  to  educate  and 
train  up  our  Children  accordingly. 


our  Cliild 
rtai. 


Now  Experience  hath  taught  us,  that  in  fend" 
ing  Children  to  (uch  Schools,  where  Books  are 
taught,  filled  with  idle  Stories,  lying  Wonders, 
Fopperies,  and  ifivented  Ceremonies,  be  fides  evil 
Converfation,  both  in  Words  aiid  ABions,  too 
muck-countenanced,  if  not  encouraged  by  too  many 
School'Maftcrs  and  Milheffes^    cbildijh  Nature 

in 


William    Edmundson. 

in  Touth  is  prone  to  li/ien  thereto,  rather  than  to 
Things  that  tend  to  Virtue  and  Sobriety ^  and  be- 
ing grafted  in  their  Minds  when  youngs  grow  up 
with  them^  and  Jo  objirudf  better  Things^  that 
tend  to  Godlinefs  and  their  Salvation, 

'    Now,  this  is  our  Cafe  plain  and  fmple^  which 
1  defire  thou  in  Moderation  may  conjider,  and  let  Heclefirs 
it  have  thy  favourable  ConflruSlion^  and  that  we  the  Bi- 
are  P  rote  ft  ants,  according  to  the  Faith  and  Doc-  ^"^^'/j' 
•trine  in  the  Reformation  from  Popery  and  Jpof-  Conftruc- 
tacy^  the  Truth  whereof  hath  been  tried  on  many  ^^'^^ 
Accounts  and  Occajions,  that  have  happened  fmce 
the  Lord  gathered  us  to  be  a  People,  and  the  Jame 
hath  turned  to  an  Account  oj  Credit  to  our  Pro^ 
t  eft  ant  Profefjion,     And  further,  in  the  late  Ca- 
lamities in  this  Nation,  wefuff'ered  with  the  Pro- 
tejlants  oj  the  Church  of  England,  fo  termed  \ 
and  fome  oj  us  can  fay,  when  there  was  hut  a 
Step  betwixt  us  and  Death,  and  the  Lords  Hand 
of  Providence  intcrpofed,    and  reftrained  cruel 
'■oik  Men.     We  have  not  fought  any  Reparation 
jor  our  Sufferings ;  but   defire^  that  as  we  are  ^^^  ^^.^  ^^ 
Proteftants,  and  have  fuffered  with  you,  we  may  Prore- 
noiv,  in  Time  of  Peace,  live  quietly  under  you  ^^^"^^'  ^'^ 
in  our  lawful  Callings,  to  maintain  our  Families  peaceably 
according  io  a  g-ood  Confcience  towards  God  and  ""^^''^ 

au  iVlen,  venimeat. 

And  now  the  Lord  being  highly  provoked^ by 

Wickednefs  of  all  Sorts,  I  fay,  if  he  in  fiiflice 

JJjpuld  again  bring  his  Scourge  and  ovcrjiowing 

Tempefi  over  this  Nation,   we  mujl  fuffer  with 

the 
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1702.  the  Proteflants ;  for  we  can  flee  to  no  People  but 

VOr^-^  to  them  :  So  what  you  do  againfl  us^  you  do  a- 

gainft  yourfehes^  and  pull  the  Houje  down  with 

your  own  Hands y  contrasting  Trouble  to  your/elves^ 

by   troubling  us:  For  ij you  excommunicate  us^ 

and  throw  us  into  Prifon  upon  the  Account  of  our 

Confciences,  you  muji  releafe  us  a^ain,  or  if  we 

..Such  as     die  in  Prifon  upon  the  Account  of  a  tender  Con- 

per  fccute  y^/^;^^  ^^  /^  .^j;///  le  charged  to  the  Account  of  him  or 

fclence-     them  that  are  the  Caufe  of  it ;  and  I  am  fure  it 

fake  muft  /^  the  Principle  of  the  right  Church  of  Old  Eng- 

tlilfame"!'  land,  that  are  not  out-hiaffed  with  Selflntereji^ 

not  to  imprifon  People  upon  Confcience-  Account^ 

and  much  lefs  a  Man  for  teaching  Children  to  read 

•the  holy  Scriptures   and  good  Books  tending  to 

Virtue, 

I  have  a  fecret  Belief  that  thou  hajl  no  De-' 
light  or  Inclination  J  that  People  floould  be  cajl 
into  Prifon  on  fitch  Accounts^  which  makes  me  the 
more  willing  to  let  thee  know  the  Proceedings  of 
thy  Officers  in  Court  againd  our  f aid  Friend,  de-- 
firii^  thee  to  readthis^  and  jo  leave  it  to  thy  Dif 
cretion^  and  the  Jjue  to  the  Lord,         - 


POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Worthy   Sdying   of  BifJ^op  Boyle    (calkd  1702. 


Priffjate  of   Ireland)  againjl  Controverfy 
and  Strife  among  Chriftians,    in  thefe  Words :  Remlncf- 
"  Heaven  is  a  quiet  Place,  there  no  Quarrels  ^^.^^^'^^ 
"  are;  and  Religion  is  a  holy  and  peaceable ^f fo^JJ^ 
"  Thing,  which  excites  to  Piety  and  Charity  ;  woitiiy 
"  but  not  to  Strife  and  Debates."     And  that^'^^'"^^' 
noble  and  ivofthy  Prince^  King  WILLIAM, 
in  his  Speech  to  the  Parliament^  *'  That  Differ- 
**  ences  of  Names  among  Proteftants  might 
**  be  taken  away,  and  no  other  Diftindion  of 
**  Religion  among  his  Subjects,  biit  Protefliants 
'*  and  Fapiftj." 
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SECT.     XXIV. 

hi  1703,  he  goes  over  to  the  Yearly- Meeting  at 
London  and  Briilol,  vifiting  many  Counties 
in  England,  is  at  the  ^larterly- Meetings  at 
Lincoln  and  York.  After  his  Return^  he 
vifts  Friends  in  the  Province  of  Munfler. 


1703. 

Mount- 
nieiick. 


N'  O  W,  foon  after  my  Journey  out  of  the 
North,  aforeiaid,  our  Provincial  Quar- 
terly-Meeting was  at  Mountmelick^  which  held 
part  of  three  Days,  and  the  Lord's  heavenly 
Prefence  was  with  us  in  his  Service,  to  our 
gteat  Comfort  :  And  in  the  Week  following 
was  our  National  Half-Year's  Meeting  at  Duh- 
Dubliii,  //w,  as  ufual,  where  the  Lord's  Power  and 
Prefence  accompanied  us  in  a  glorious  Manner  5 
'4  blelTed,  comfortable  and  ferviceable  Meeting 
it  was,  and  Church  Affairs  therein  were  ma- 
naged in  Peace  and  Concord.  After  the  Service 
of  the  Meeting  was  over,  which  held  moft  of 
four  Days,  1  returned  Home  in  the  Company 
'  of  Tome   Friends,   and   continued   keeping  to 

Meetings  there-away,  not  being  able  to  travel 
much  in  cold  Winter,  by  Reafon  of  old  Age. 

Icinfter         After  a   while    the   Quarterly-Meeting    for 

*    M^-^rin'c!^  Leinjier  Province  being  at  Cajiledennot,  I  went 

at  Caiiic-,T;hither,  iji  Company; of  many  Friends.     The 

dermut.  Service 


William    Edmundson.  2^9 

Service  of  that   Meeting   held   part  of  three    1703. 
Days,  it  was  a  comfortable  Meeting,  both   in  v^''"V"^ 
the  Woifliip  of  God  and  for  Difcipline,  which 
was  clolely  managed  in  fweet  Unity  and  Con- 
cord.    From  thence  I   returned   Home   with 
my  Wife  and  feveral  Friends.    "Our  next  Meet- 
ing  for  Leinfier  Province  was  at  Catherlough^  Cather- 
and  I  went  to  it ;  which  Meeting  held  mofl  of  °^'^*' 
two  Days  in  Worfliip  and  Difcipline  to  good 
Saiisfadion.     Among  other  Things  relating  to 
Truth  and  Church  Affairs,   fome  Friends  were 
appointed  by  the  National   Half- Year's  Meet- 
ing at  Dublin  in  the  laft  ninth  Month    1702, 
to   be   at    the  Yearly-meeting   in  London  this 
Year    1703.      I   being  one  of  that   Number, 
we  concluded  to  be  at  Dublin  the  twenty  fixth 
Day  of  the  fii  (1:  Month,  in  order  to  take  Ship- 
ping for  E?igland^  on  Account  of  that  Service, 
&c.   and   having   Intention   of  vifiting   feveral 
other  Meetings  of  Friends  in  divers   Pans  of  - 

England^  our  Monthly-Meeting  having  Unity 
with  my  Concern,  gave  me  their  Certificate 
accordingly,  as  a  Member  thereof,  as  is  ufual 
in  fuch  Cafes, 

On  the  twenty  fifth  Day  of  the  firft  Month  W.  E.  ki 
170^,    I  fet  forward   from   my  own  Houfe,  J'^'^-^/'-'^ 

■  -u  ^irj-f-  JT  1T1        London. 

parting  with  my  Wire  in  tender  Love  and  Re- 
lignation   to  the  Will  of  God  :    So  went  to  -^q  «.  -a 
Dublin^   and   there  mcl   with   fome  of  thole  two  Meet- 
Friends  appointed  to  go  with  me  for  Enghndj  JJJS^,^^ 
we  flaid  two  Meetings   in  Dublin,    znd   took  and  nieres 
bhipping  there  on  the  firft  Day  of  the  fecond  to  kShip^. 
h  i  %  Moath,  ^^^"-'  ' 
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1703.  Month,    viz.    George    Rooke^     'John    Watfon^ 
syy^  Thomas  Pierce,  'John  Hoope  andmyfelf,  many 
Friends  accompanying  us  to  the  Water-Side, 
where  we  had  a  fweet  comfortable  Meeting  in 
the  Overflowings  of  the  Love  of  God,  which 
fealed  to  us,  that  his  Goodnefs  would  go  with 
us  J  fo  parting  with  Friends  that  returned,  we 
iliipped  in   the  Packet- Boat  bound   to  Nejfon, 
They  an«  and  Came  to  Anchor   in  Chejier  Water   next 
Ch  V"     Pay,  and  on  the  fame  Day  I  and  George  Rooke 
"VVater.     went  to  Liverpool,    the  next  Day  to  Penketh^ 
Livtrpool  ^"^  ^^^^  ^  Meeting  there,  which  was  large, 
it  being  on  a  firft  Day  of  the  Week.     Here 
the  reft  of  our  Company  came  to  us,  and  we 
Franley.    went  to  Franky  in  Cbefiire,    to  a  Monthly^ 
Mprlcy.    Meeting  of  Friends,  a-nd  next  Day  to  Morley 
to   another   Morithly-Meeting,    having    good 
Service  for  the  Lord   in   thefe  Meetings,    and 
Friends  were   comforted.      From   thence    wq 
Kewtown.  came  to  Newtown,   where  Friends  defired   tp 
have  a  Meeting  with  us  before  we  left  that 
County,    which  we  accordingly   had  to  good 
Satisfadtion  and  Comfoit  in  the  Lord,  and  one 
in  another  :    That  Night  we  came  to  John 
Fore{^.      Merrick's  Houfe  in  the  Foreft  ;    George  Rooke 
and  I  ftaid    there  the  next  Day,    but  Thoma^ 
Nant\*ich  Pierce  and  John  Hoope  rode  to  Nantwich,    to 
appoint  a  Meeting  there  on  the  Day  following  ; 
to  which   we  went,    and  People  came  in,    io 
that  we  wanted  Room,  it  being  on  a  firft  Day 
of  the  Week. 

From 
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From  thence  we  went  to  JVoherhamptoTtj  fo   1703. 
on  to  Sturbridgey  to  Bewdely^  to  Droitwich,  and  ^^^v^-> 
to  JVorcefler,  having  a  Meeting  at  each  Place,  h.^-ton. 
and  llaid  at  Worcefier  until  the  firft  Day  of  the  ^;tiir- 
Week,  having  two  Meetings  more,  which  were  ^y^^"?\ 
large,  and  Friends  well  comforted  in  the-Lord,  Droitwich 
whofe  Prefence  was   with    us  in    a    plentiful  Worcdter 
Manner.   The  next  Day  we  went  to  T^ewhjhur)\  Tewks- 
and  ftaid  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends  :  The  ^"^i"* 
Day  following  to  Glouce/lery  and  had  a  Meet-  Glouccfter 
ing  there  ;  and  fo  to  Nailjworth,  and  were  there  Nailf- 
wiih  Friends  at  their  Meeting,    here  we  met  ^^^rth. 
with  JofephPike  come  from  Cork  in  Ireland^ 
intending  to  Briflol,  fo  we  went  together,  and 
the   fame    Day  was   at  Friends'  Meeting   in 
Brifioly  it  being  their  Meeting  Day,  and  tarried 
in  that  City  five  Days,  being  the  Time  of  their 
Yearly-Meeting,  and  a  very  great  Appearance  Yearh- 
jcf  Friends  from   divers   Parts.     We   were  at  ^^'^p '"^j 
feveral   heavenly  Meetings,  and  had  good  Ser- 
vice for  the  Lord  and   his  People,  the  Lord's 
Power  being  mightily  manifefled  with  us  in 
his  Work. 

When  the  Service  of  that  Yearly-Meetlno^ 
was  over,  we  took  Leave  and  parted  in  the 
melting  Power  and  tender  Love  of  God  :  So 
left  Brifiol  the  twenty  ninth  Day  of  the  fecond 
Month,  vi:z.  George  Rooke^  Thomas  Tierce^ 
John  Hoope  and  I,  and  came  to  Tidbury\  Tidbury. 
where  we  had  a  Meeting,  and  the  next  Day  to 
Sudbury ;  from  thence  to  Cirencefier^  and  had  Sudbviry. 
two  Meetings  there,    being  on  a  iirfl  pay  of  ^^^^^] 

the 
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1703.  the  Week  ;    thence  to  Charlow^    and   had  a 
^^'"^^'''^  comfortable  Meeting  there  with  Friends :  Fronti 
Al^ngton.  thence  to  Abingtofz,  and  had  a  Meeting  there ; 
and  on  the  next  Day  were  at  Friends'  Meeting 
Reading,   at  Reading,  where  we  {laid  the  firfl  Day  fol- 
lowing,   having  two  Meetings  more,    which 
were  of  Service  and  Comfort  to  true  hearted 
Wiiidfor.  Friends.     From  thence  we  went  to  Windfory 
and  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends. 


Meeting 
at  London 


On  the  thirteenth  Day  of  the  third  Month 
Yearly.     1703,  we  came  to  London  to  the  Yearly-Meet- 
ing, many  Friends  from  moft  Counties  were 
there,  and  we  were  at  many  lerviceable  Meet- 
ings  for   the   Worfhip    of  God   and  Truth's 
Affairs  relating  to  Gofpel  Order ;  and  the  emi- 
nent Hand  of  the  Lord  was  with  us,  to  dired: 
in  Matters  of  Church  Difcipline.     When  the 
Service  of  the  faid  Yearly-Meeting  was  over,  I 
Itaid  in  London,  in  Truth's  Service,    until  the 
twenty  feventh  Day  of  the  third  Month  afore- 
W.  E.      faid,  then  took  Leave  of  Friends  and  Brethren 
in  the  tender  Love  of  God,  and  went  in  Com- 
pany of  Jfaac  Alexander  and  Thomai  Pierce  to 
'  Hertford  \    feveral  Brethren  of  London  ^zqovsx- 
panying  us  on  our  Way  ;    the   next  Day  we 
Hertford.  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  Meeting  at  Hertfqrd  with  Friends 
and  others. 

Ives.  ^"  ^^^  ^^y  fo^^owing  we  went  to  Ives,  and 

on  the  next  Day,  being  tirft  Day  of  the  Week, 

"-  had  a  large  Meeting  there  at  Friends'  Meeting- 

Houfe,  where  the  Dodrin.e  of  Chrifl's  King- 
dom 


leave? 
London. 
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<iom  was  powerfully  preach'd,  Fricixis  com-   1703. 
forted  and  well  refredied.     The  next  Day  we  ^.y^y^O 
went  to  Stamford  in  LincolnP^ire^  and  were  at  Stamford. 
Friends'  Meeting  there  ;   and  ©n  the  Day  fol- 
lowing   to    KtJigs-Clijt    in    Northampton fJjire,  KingV    ' 
having  a  Meeting  there  ;   and  next  Day  back.^^^^* 
to  Stamford^  and  had  another  Meeting  there; 
the  Day  following  to  Deepin^  where,  we  had  a  Dcepin. 
large  powerful  Meeting  ;    and  from  thence  to 
Boiirrij  and  had  a  Meeting  there,  which  was  Bounu. 
large,  many  Friends  came  thither  from  other 
Meetings,  it  being  on  a  firft  Day. 

After  the  Meeting  we  went  to  ^ohn  Simpfon*s 
Houfe  at  Lobthorp  ;   and  ©n  the  next  Day  to  Lobthorp. 
Willoughby  to  Samuel  Everet's  Houle,  and  had  Wiiioui,^h- 
a  Meeting  there  ;   after  the  Meeting  we  went  ^y* 
to  Waddtngton  ;   and  the  next  Day  to  Lincolriy  Wadding, 
to  Friends'   Quarterly-Meeting    there,    which  J^"* 
held  part  of .  two  pays.     When  the  Service  of  wietin^^ 
that  Meeting  was  over,    we  went  to  Gainf-  ^tLincoia 
borough,  and  next  Day  had   a  Meeting  there ;  ^'"i^*^* 
the  Day  foHowing  to  Brigg^  and  next  Day  had  Brigg. 
a  large  Meeting  there  with"  Friends,  it  being 
firft  Day  of  the  Week  ;   and  fo  to  Epworth  in  Epwortk 
the  Ille  of  Exham,   and  had  a  Meeting  there 
with  Friends. 

After  Meeting  we  went  to  l^horn,  and  next  Thorn, 
Day  to  Sdby,  fo  had  a  Meeting  there  ;  the  Day  Seiby. 
following  to  Tork^  to  their  County  Quarterly-  Quarterly 
Meetine,    where   was  a   ereat   Apoearance  of  ^^^^^'"S 
FfiendSj  and  our  Service  well  accepted.     When 

the 
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1703.  the  Service  of  this  Meeting  was  over,  Ifaac 

V/V^  Alexander^  my  Fellow-Labourer  in  the  Gofpel 

of  Chrift  from  London  hither,  went  homewards, 

and  we  parted  in  the  Love  of  Chrift,  in  which 

we  travelled    together.     Then   I  and   'Thomas 

Weather-  Fierce  went  to  Weather  by,  in  the  Company  of 

%*  feveral  Friends,    and  that  Day  had  a  Meeting 

there  with  Friends  :   After  the  Meeting  we 

I^ceds.      went  to  Leeds  j  and  next  Day  to  Halifax,  ac- 

Halifax.    companied  with  Aaron  Aikinfon,  Jofeph  Baynes, 

and  fome  other  Friends ;  on  the  Day  following, 

being  the  fir  ft  Day  of  the  Week,  we  had  a  faU 

Meeting  there. 

The  next  Day,  I  and  Thomas  Fierce  took  our 
Journey  towards  We(i-Chejier^    and  that  Day 
Jolm        came  to  John  Merrick's  in  the  Foreil,  and  next 
Chd£^'    Day  to  C/6^/fr,    and  fo  on  to  Ne/fon,    to  look 
Keffon.     for  Shipping  for  Ireland  i  and  not  finding  Con- 
Holyhead  veniency  there,    went  to  Holyhead,    where  we 
(l:iipped  our  Horfes  in   the  Packet-Boat,   and 
that  Evening  fet  Sail,  having  a  rough  Night  at 
Sea,  but  through  the  Lord's  Mercy  came  well 
publln.     into  DiMn  Harbour  the  next  Morning,  being 
firft  Day  of  the  Week  ;  but  we  got  not  aftiore 
with  our  Horfes  till  near  Night.     I  was  weary 
and   fore   with   hard  Travel   and  Labour,    fo 
refted   at  Buhlin  one  Day,    and  on  the  Day 
following  went   homeward,    accompanied   by 
feveral  Friends  of  Dublin  part  of  the  Way  ; 
\  and  on  the  thirtieth  Day  of  the  fourth  Month 

J703,  came  to  my  own  Honfe,  wherethrough 
the  Lord's  Mercies  I  found  Things  well,  blcffed 

be 
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!)e  his  Name  !    This  Journey  was   above  nx   1703. 
bundled  Miles,  befides  croffing  the  Sea.  ».x^v-^-/ 

Soon  after  I  came  Home,    our  Qdarterly- ^'arte^!j> 
Meeting  was  at  Ca/ilederj?iot,  and  I  went  ^^^^^  zi^Q^t- 
in  Company  of  (everal   Friends,  where  was  adermot. 
great  Appearance  of  Friends  from  divers  Parts^ 
and  good  Service,  a  Concern  being  upon  thany 
for  Truth's  Profpefity,  ^nd  good  Order  in  the, 
Church  of  Chrifl.     This  Meeting  held  part  6i 
ihree  Days  j  when   it  was  over  I  v^ent  Honfie^ 
and   kept  to  Meetings  as  they  fell  in  Courfe. 
fc)ur  ut±X  Province- Meeting  was  at  Ath)\  and  Alh^; 
I  went  to  !t  in  the  Company  of  Tome  Friends, 
when  the  Service  was  bver,  I  returned  Homd. 

Soon  after  I  toofc  a  journey  to  vlfit  Friends  Vv".  i.  > 
in  the  Province  of  Miinfler,  ^'ith  Gecr^e  Rccke^^^^:^*^ 
my  Companion   and   rellow-Labcurer  in  the  Muufer. 
Gofpel  ;    and   having   fome  Meetings  in   our 
Way   we   came  to  Cork,    and   were   at  their  Province^ 
f'rovin^e-Meetin^   there,    \vhere    v/ere    many  ^^^^^'^. 
Friends.     And   abiding  there  feme  Days,  we 
had  (everal  good  Meetings,  in  which  Friends 
were  well  refreflied    in   the   Lord  j    and   we 
parted   in   the  Love    of  God  :    So  took  our    , 
journey  to  Cbarkvil,    where  we  lodged   that- Char'cvil, 
Night,  and  had  a  Meeting  5   and  on  the  next 
pay  we   rode  to  Limerick^    and  had  feveral  Limerick. 
Meetings  there  with  Friends,  from  thence  we 
tvent  to  Birri  and  fo  to  my  Hoofs, 
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1703.       Oar   Province-Meeting   for  Leinfter   being 

^-'T"^^^  that  Week  at  Moiintmelkky    I  was  there  with 

Province-  wi^^Y  Ffiends  from  other  Parts,  and  fome  from 

Meeting    England.     About  this  Time  the  Parliament  fat 

mcUcr^'  ^^  ^^iblin,  and  the  Bifhops  and  Priefts  having 

drawn  up  Heads  of  a  Bill  for  their  more  eafy 

Recovery  of  Tithes,  ^c.   they  laboured  with 

both  Houfes,  Lords  and  Commons,  to  get  the 

Bill   paffed   into  an  Adt,    which,    if  granted, 

was  like    to   prove   ruinous   to  Friends,    ^c. 

But  through  the  Lord's  Mercy  and  Care  over 

us,  who  gave  us  Favour  in  the  Hearts  of  our 

Superiors,  upon  diligent  Application  of  Friends 

to  the  Parliament,    and  (hewing  gur  Reafons 

A  Eill  foragainft  palling  the  faid  Bill  ;   they,  in  Tender- 

1  itiicH  ic-  ^^^g  jQ  yg  ^^^  others  whom  it  mieht  affcd:, 

laid  u  aiide. 

Now  I  was  unable  to  ride,  by  Occafion  of  a 
Fall,  but  in  fome  Time  after  being  recovered, 
Froviiicc-  I  went  to  our  Province- Meeting  at  Cafiiedermot^ 
^";^^'''S    where  was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  of 
•irn!  yt.     feveral  Counties,  and  the  Lord's  good  Prefence 
with  us,  and  the  Affairs  of  the  Church  were 
clofcly  managed  in  the  Wifdom  and  Authority 
of  the  blefled  Truth,  to  the  great  Comfort  of 
concerned  Friends  and  Brethren.     There  were 
two  Friends  from  Rngland  with  us,  the  Service 
of  that  Meeting   held  part  of  three  Days  in 
the  WorOiip  of  God  and  Difcipline  of  the 
Church.     When  the  Meeting  was  over,  I  re- 
turned to  my  own  Dwelling  in  the  Company 
of  leveral  Friends,  cold  Weather  coming  on, 

together 
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together  with   Old- Age,    my  decaying    Body    1703. 
wotild   not  admit  me  10  travel  long  Journies  :  ^^^^^-^ 
So  I  kept  to  Meetings  near  Home  as  they  fell 
in  Courfe. 


SECT.     XXV. 

In  1704,  he^  according  to  his  iifual  Ciijiom^ 
*vifits  Frie?2ds  in  their  JSlational  and  Provin- 
cial'Meetijtgs ;  afterwards  in  his  Si  chiefs  is 
refigned  to  the  JVill  of  God^  and  gives  a  Sum- 
mary of  his  Life^  Faith  and  Pra^ice^  6cc. 

IN  .the  third  Month  1704,    the  National-    1704. 
Meeting  of  Friends  being  then  at  Dublin,  Xationa'- 
as  ufual,    I  went  thither  in  the  Company  of  Meeting 
fome  Friend?,  and  attended  the  Service  of  that  ^ti^'vibiui. 
Meeting,  which  held  three  Days  in  the  Wor- 
fhip  of   Almighty   God,    and    for  promoting 
Truth    and  Righteoufnefs  among  us  :    Com- 
fortable Accounts  were  given  from  other  Meet- 
ings of  the  godly  Care  that  was  on  Friends  in 
their  feveral   Meetings  and  Quarters,    for  the 
Honour  of  the  bleffed  Truth,  as  alfo  the  Good 
and  Prefervation  one  of  another ;  and  though  Exercife 
fome  occalional    Exercife  happened,    yet  the  imppenetii 
Lord's  Power  went  over  it,  and  our  conclufive  ^^f^.^'^^ 
Meeting  was  full,   wherein  large  and  heavenly  ing  \or^ 
Tcftimonies  were  born  in  the  Demonfiration  ""'"^^^''^  ^^ 
M  m  2  r.(  S^"'^  ^'" 
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3704.  of   the   Spirit  and   Power    of   our  Lord    and 
V'O^'""^  Saviour  jefus  Chrifl-,  to  the  great  Comfort  and 
Refreihment  of  Friends ;  in  a  Spnfc  of  whicl:) 
we  returned  to  our  feverai  Places  of  Abode. 

1\Tunfter        Some  Tinie  after  I  went  to  Miuy^er  Provinccr 

I^rovirce- Meeting  zi  Clomnel,  which  held  moft  of  two 

at^Qon-  E>2ys,  and  was  a  refrefjiing  comfortable  Mect- 

mel.         ing,    in   the  heavenly  Openings   of  the  Tefti- 

mony  of  Jefus,  ^nd  jn  cur  parting  one  fronri 

another,  in  Tendernefs  of  Heart  and    Bowels 

of  Loye  we  fweetly  enjoyed  the  Lord's  Good- 

nefs,    to  oiir  gre^t  Comfort  and   Satisfadion  : 

5o  1  went  Home  in  Conipany  of  forpe  Friends, 

and  kept  tp  adjacent  Meetings  as  they  came  iii 

Courfe,    being   unable   to   take  long  Journies^ 

by  Reafon  of  Wpaknefs,   apd   i^ajn  over  my 

whole  Body. 

LeiniV        .Yet  Lein/ier  Province  Quarterly-Meeting  bc^ 

torterjy  jj^g    HCaf    Sit  MoU?2tj77rlick,    I    gOt    tO    it,    though 

at  Mount-  Under  AfHiclion  of  Body,  and  the  Lord  enabled 
melick.     ^^q  ^q  anfwer  what  Service  he  required  of  me. 
The  Meeting  held  part  of  three  pays  in  Wor- 
ship and  Difcipline,    in  both  which^  through 
the  Lord's  Affiftance   by  his  divine  Spirit  and 
\V.  E.  ac-  po-vver,    I   bore  a  fajthful  Teflimony  for   the 
fdf  in  tiic  Lord  and    his  bltffed  Truth;    fo   that    if   it 
J  ord's       were  the  laft  Time  the  Lord  would   give  rrjs 
cijiiony^^^  appear  in  public  TeOimor-v,  I  found  tuy? 
felf  clear.        ••    "    '    - 
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After  the  Meeting  I  returned  Home,    but    '  ■> 
fny  llnefs  increafed,    (o  that  my  whole  Body  ^^"V*>^ 
was  under  great  Affiidion  and  Pain,  pven  nigh  He  is 
unto  Death,    no  Place   could    eive   me  Eale,  ^\'""''«^'^ 

,  " .  "'Rh  unto 

many  Friends  and  Elders  came  daily  to  fee  me;  nt-atii, 
lome  from  far:    In  whofe  Vifits  I  was  com- y^f '^^Q- 
forted,    and  by  their  fervent  Prayers,    through  ^^'*"  '' 
the  tender  Mercy  of  God,  the  Violence  of  the 
faging  Diftemper  fomewhat  abated,    and  was 
brought  vvithirf  Compafs  of  my  weak  Abilities 
to  bear,     Alfo  Thomai  Pierce  from  Limerick^ 
carefully  applied  Things  for  my  Eafe   in  thi$ 
Time  of  Extremity,  as  heriilofore  he  had  done 
ppon  the  like  Occafions,  having  accompanied 
p-ie  feveral  Tirpes  in  Travel,  in  the  Lord's  Se|-- 
yice,  both  in  this  Nation  and  Englan(i. 

Novy,    in   the  eighth   Month  in   the  Ye^r 
3704,  and  in  the  feventy  feventh  Year  of  my 
Age,  being  under  much  Affiidion  and  Weak- 
nefs  of  Body,  I  wa?  refignpd  unto  rhe  bleffed  Here%.s 
Wil'l    of  the  Lord:    Yet   were   it  his  Time  *^;'A^,^^'> 
would  gladly  have  been  difTolvcd,  and  at  Eafe,  God,  iho' 
ivhere  the  Weary  ars  at  Rcji^^    ajjd  the  Wicked  ''^'^''^'^^^^ . 
ceaje  frcin  Trouhrmg.     For  I  v/as  not  afraid  of  f^ivcd.'"" 
Death  or  the  Grave,  but  could  fay  through  the  jobiii.  17, 
tender   Mercy   of  God,    Death,    i^^hers  is  r/n'iCor.  15. 
Sting  f    Grave,  inhere  is  thy  ViBory  f    through  >>'• 
frcdiaft    Faith    and    Hope   in    my   Lord    and  Profc^fT'th 
Saviour  Jefus  Chri(t,   v/ho  fuffered  for  me,  and  H5,ft'-'4^^^i 
whom  Death  or  the   Grave  could   not  hold  ;  cJihtlL. 
btit  role  again,  and  appears  before  the  Father 
for  me^  as  Advocate,  Mediator  and  Interceder ; 

wha 
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1704.  who  in  my  youthful  Days  was  pleafed  to  vifit 

'^-''V""^  me  with  the  Appearance  of  his  holy  Spirit,  to 

turn  me  from  the  Evil  of  ray  Ways,  making 

me  fenfible  of   his  Judgments   and    Mercies, 

calling  me  by  his  Grace  to  a  Reformation,  and 

Kehath    alfo  put  me  into  his  Service  of  the  Miniftration 

tiieTefli-  of  the  Word  of  Life,    and   Dodtrine  of  his 

^Scorf-  Kingdom,  endowing  me  with  a  Talent  of  his 

icknce.     boly  Spirit  of  Underflanding  in  Doctrine  and 

Difcipline  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Church,    in 

which  I  have  laboured  for  the  Space  of  above 

fifty  Years,  according  to  my  Strength  and  Abi^ 

lity,    through  many  Troubles,    deep  Exercifes 

and   Perils  of  divers  Kinds,  met  with  by  Sea 

and  Land,  which  fell  to  my  Lot  in  my  Line 

of  the  Lord's  Service,  both  in  the  Wildernefs 

by  Robbers  and  blood-thirfly  Murtherers,    by 

open  Oppofers  and  Enemies   to  Truth,    and 

worft  of  all  by  falfe  Brethren  under  the  fame 

Profeflion.     Thcfe  Things,    and    many  other 

great  Exercifes  and  Straits,    the  Lord's  Arm 

and  gracious  Providence  have  ftill  preferved  mc 

through,  and  fupported  me  over  in  the  Faith. 

And  Vic-  that  gives  Vidory,    having  blefftd   his  Work 

ii^'y  ty    and  given  the  Teftimony  of  his  Truth  Domi- 

the  Lord,  nion  to  inis  prelent  1  ime. 

Now  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  give  me  Eafe 
from  my  violent  Pain,  after  a  confiderable 
National  Time  of  AiSidion,  and  the  National  Half- 
Half-  Year's- Meeting  of  Friends  being  at  hand  at 
M&ti^ng  BubUtiy  as  ulual,  I  found  fomc  Drawings  in 
ai  Dub.in.  Spirit  to  go  to  it,   though  my  Body  was  weak, 

and 
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and  according  to  Appearance  unfit  to  take  a  1704^ 
Journey  :  So  1  went  in  Faith,  knowing  that  <>^Y» 
the  Lord's  Strength  had  carried  mc  through 
great  Weaknefs,  deep  Exercifes,  and  fore  Af- 
flidtions,  on  many  Accounts,  in  his  Service ; 
and  according  to  Faith  in  him.  Strength  was 
given  me  to  perform  that  Service,  to  the  Satif- 
fadion  and  Comfort  of  many  Friends.  After 
the  Meeting  was  over,  which  held  three  Days, 
I  returned  Home,  in  the  Company  of  fcveral 
Friends, 

Soon  after  Leinfter  Quarterly-Meeting  began  Leiafto" 
at  Catherhugh,    I  went  to  it, '  and  the  Lord's  ^^-^^"^ 
Power  was  with  us  in  an  eminent  Manner,  to  atCatiSr- 
Friends'  Comfort  and  Encouragement  in  the  '^^^^'^ 
Service  of  Truth.     After  the  Meeting,  which 
held  part  of  three  Days  in  the  Worfhip  oi  God 
and    Church    Affairs,     was  over,    I    returned 
Home,  and  kept  to  Meetings  as  they  came  in 
Courfc,  both  Weekly  and  Monthly, 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  firft  Month  follow-  ^^.:  ^, 
ing,    I   had   Drawings  in  my  Spirit  to  go  topf^e^^ 
Dublin^  which  I  did,   and  was  with  Friends  ^'^  ^hdr 
about  a  Week,    and  at  three  public  Meetings  ^toSfe. 
for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  as  alfo  at  their  Mens* 
Meeting  for  Church  Affairs,  and  the  Lord  was 
pleafed   to   fill  my  Heart  with  his  Word  and 
Teftimony,  as  at  other  Times,   and  to  open 
many  divine  Myfleries,    which  I  publifhed  in 
the  Demonf^ration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  in  the  publick  Meeting,  as  he 

was 
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1704.  was  pleafed  to  give  me  Ability  and  Utterance  * 

Kyyr^  in  the  Concluliori  of  the  Teftimony,    in  the 

frefh  Opening  of  Life,    I  told  the  Auditory, 

That  ill .  the  laft  Calamity  over  this  Nat  ion  y  thai 
City  felt  little  of  it,  but  heard  the  Report^  and 
had  not  prized  the  Lord's  Mercies  fo  as  to  walk 
worthy  of  them  in  that  great  Prefervatian  ;  and 
A  Rod  of  J20W,  I  was  to  tell  them,  the  Lof'd  had  a  Rod  in 
thrliten'd  ^^^^^  fi^  ^^^  Inhabitants  of  that  City  (to  wit, 
upon  the  Dublin)  and  I  de fired  in  Submijjion  to  the  Will 
t  n?^'f    ^f  ^^^»  ^^^^  ^"^  might  not  be  fuch  as  would _  break. 
Dublin     them  to  pieceSy  arid  bid  them  remember ,  that  t 
for  their  y?,^^  ^^/i  them  oj  it.     Another  Day  I  was  fitting 
jJJ^^^^^'t.  in  a  Friend's  Houfe  in  that  City,  with  fevera! 
Elders  and  Brethren,   and  it  fprung  afrefli  ini 
my  Heart,  to  fay  to  them,  I'hat  the  Lord  would 
make  this  Earnefinefs  of  getting  the  Riches  of 
this  Worldy  in  the  End  unto  rnany^  with  whom 
he  hath  long  jlrlveUy  and  often  faithfully  warned 
cf  the  'Danger  thereof ,  that  they  might  be  weaned 
The  evil  from  the  Jame,  even  as  the  Flefh  that  God  gave. 
Effeft  of  fQ  ffjg  Jews  in  the  Wildernefs,  when  they  flighted 
nd^^L  ^^^  Bread  which  he  gave  them  from  Heaven, 
and  lujied  after   the  Flefh- Pots,    Onions  arid 
Garlic^  in  Egypt. 
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SECT.      XXVI. 

In  1705,  he  vifits  the  Province  of  Ulfter,  ac^ 
co?npanied  with  G.  Rooke  ;  and  in  1706, 
je-veral  Places,  inhere  People  were  defirous  to 
hear  the  T^ejiimony  of  Truth  :  Meets  with 
J hu/e  at  Kokreagh:  Fiji /sLt'inder  Province- 
Meeting,  a?jd  the  County  of  Tipperary,  in 
Company  with  Thomas  Wilfon. 

SOME  Time  after  I  left  Dublin,  and  re-  j«Qr. 
turned  Heme,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  heal  s^^"-^ 
me  (o  that  I  was  very  healthy,    only  weak   of 
Body  by  reafon  of  Old-Age  and  Hardfliips, 
that  I  had  endured  in  my  Travels.     I  kept  to 
Meetings  near  us,   and  was  at  Dublin  at  the  National 
National-Meeting  in  the  third  Month  170  c. '\'^f'"S 
trom  thence  1  went  to  the  rrovmce-Meeting  Leinfter 
^iWicklow,  iov  Leinfter,  and  returned  to  jDz^^- ^'^^'^."c'^" 
lin  again,    where  I  ftaid   one  Meeting,    after  a^wick- 
which  I  rode  to  James  ^fitons  (about  eight  low. 
Miles)  who  was    lying  fick,    and  we  had  a]^^^^ 
comfortable  Meeting  there,    the  Lord's  Power 
and  Spirit  being  with  us,  feveral  Friends  from 
Dublin  were  at  that  Meeting,  we  were  well 
refrefhed  in  the  Lord  ;  and  from  thence  I  went 
Home,  in  Company  of  Richard  Eves. 

N  Q  And 
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^7^5r       And   in  the  fixth  Month  following  I  had 
^v-/-v^^  fome  Drawings  in  my  Spirit  to  viljt  Friends' 
W.  Eand  Meetings  in  the  North  of  Ireland ;  fb  in  Faith, 
into  the    ^^^^  ^^^  Lord  would   give  me  Strength  to  per- 
Npfth.      form  it,  I  took  my  Journey,  and  George  Rooke 
from  Dublin  met  me  at  yohn  BarcrojW  j  we 
travelled  together  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  and 
Uifter       went  to  the  Province-Meeting  for  XJllier^  in  the 
^evince-  County  of  Armagh,  which  held  part  of  three 
3t  Ar-      Pays  in  the  Worihip  of  God  and  Church  Dif^ 
«iagh.       cipljne,    and   had   good   Service  for   the  Lord 
and  his  People  ;    we  vifited  Friends'  Meeting? 
through  that   Province  to  Colerain,   and   had 
large  and  good  Meetings,  and  many  heavenly  - 
Myfleries  were  opened,  in  the  Life  and  Power 
of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  Jefus  to  Friends,  and 
others  that  came  to  Meetings,  to  he^r  the  W^y 
of  Truth  declared. 

I  was  made  ftrong  in  the  Lord's  Power  to 
perform  that  Service,  Eiders  and  Brethren  were 
glad  of  the  Vifit,  and  Friends  well  comforted. 
When  we  had  performed  that  Service,  we  re- 
Kat'Snf  turned  homeward,  and  came  to  NavaUy  where 
we  lodged  at  an  Inn,  and  purpofed  the  next 
Morning  to  have  parted  in  the  Love  of  God, 
in  which  we  travelled  together  in  the  Lord's 
Service  j  but  I  being  taken  very  ill  that  Night, 
my  Companion  would  not  leave  me,  until  \ 
W^s  fomething  eaiier, 

Thcn-we  rode  together  about  tv*ro  Miles  oa 
my  Way  homewards,  where  we  met  with  yohn 
'     '  Sarcrojt 
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Barcrojt  and  Eleazar  Sheldon  coming  to  meet  170^. 
us,  they  having  heard  of  our  returning  that  ^-^"V^ 
Way  ;  fo  when  we  came  to  a  Road  that  turned 
to  Dublijij  we  took  Leave  of  George  Rooke^ 
who  went  Home,  and  I,  with  the  other 
Friends,  rode  to  John  Barcroffs,  and  lodged 
there  that  Night,  and  the  next  Day  to  my 
Son- in- Law  Eleazar  SheUon^s^  and  on  the  Day 
following  came  to  my  own  Houfe,  the  Lord 
having  enabbd  me  by  his  mighty  Power, 
that  was  with  us  in  this  Service,  to  perform 
this  Journey  of  about  three  hundred  Miles  ia 
Old-Age,  everlafting  Praife  to  his  great  Name, 
Amen. 

Then   I  frequented    Meetings  near  HomCj 
Weekly  and   Monthly,   as  they  fell  in  Courfe, 
and  Lein/ier  Province  Quarterly- Meeting  being  Leinfler 
at  Caff leddr mot.    I  went  to  it,    and   had  good  J^^'^l"^^' 
Service  tor  the  bleded  Truth,  in  the  Openings  £t  Caftle- 
of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in  Chrift  Jefus  and  Power  <i«™o^ 
of  God  j  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  held  part 
of  three  Days,  as  ufual ;  and  when  it  v/as  over 
I  went  Home,  and  foon  after  xo  Dublin^  to  our 
National    Half- Year's    Meeting,     where    were  Half- 
Friends  from  leveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  \^^^'^ 
Accounts  given  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Pro/pen'ty  '^il^^^l' 
of  Trziih,  and  Prefervation  of  Friends  therein^  at  Dublin. 
and  Matters  relating  to  Gofpel  Order  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift,    being  clofely  difcourfed  in 
leveral  needful  Points.     I  was  brought  under 
great  Exercife  of  Spirit,  by  reafon  of  Oppofers ; 
but  the  Lord's  Power  went  over  all  Oppoiition, 
N  n  2  m 
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in  which  I  was  comforted,  and  praifed  God, 
who  is  blelTcd  for  ever.  When  the  Service  of 
that  Meeting  was  over,  I  returned  Home  in 
Company  with  fome  Friends. 

Now  Winter  coming  on,    and  my  old  de- 
cayed Body  not  able  to  indure  Cold  and  Hard- 
fliip  in  Travel,  I  kept  to  Meetings  near  Home, 
1706.  until  the  Spring  following,  then  Leinfter  Pro- 
Leiniter    vince-Meeting   being  at  Catherlough^    I  went 
Mcct'iivT '  ^^^^^i  and  ftaid  the  Service  of  that  Meeting,  fo 
at  Carher-  returned  Home,  and  fix  Weeks  after  was  our 
lough.       Quarterly- Meeting  for  Leinfter^  at  Qafiledei'inot^ 
Caitie-      jj^  jj^g  fecond  Month  1706,  and  I  went  thi- 
ther,  where  was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends 
from  feveral   Parts  of  the  Province,    and  Ac- 
counts were  given  of  the  Care  of  Elders  and 
concerned   Friends^     in   every   Monthly- Meeting 
in  the  Province  ;    that  all,   who  frequented  our 
religious  AtTemblies,    and  profeffcd  the  Truth, 
might  walk  orderly  in  all  Refpeds^  as  becometh 
true  ChriJIians  ;    alfo  Accounts  were  given   of 
Opcimcf-^  Great  Opefuicfs  and  Defires  in  many  People  to 
111  ^'trop.c  jj^^Q  Meetings^  to  hear  Truth's  T^eftimony  declared 
the  Tuitli /«  feveral  PlnceSy    where   our  Friends  had  no 
icc'arcd.  Meetings  :    Wherefore  Friends   and    Brethren, 
who  had  public  Teflimonies  in   the  Minlftry 
of  the  Gofpel,  were  encouraged   to  vifit  fuch 
Places,  that  thofe  good  Delires  in  People  might 
be  anfwered. 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 
I  returned  Home  in  the  Company  of  George 

Rooke, 
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H'ooke,  we  having  determined  to  go  and  vifit  a   1706. 
Quarter,  where  People  were  defirous  to   hear  ^^•^'"V"^ 
the  Teftimony  of  Truth  declared,   and  after 
flaying  one  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Motintme-  ^o^mt- 
licky  we  went  to  Mount  rat  b,  and  had  a  Meet-  Mountl 
ing  there  with  Friends,    and  from  thence  to  rath. 
Knockballymagber^   and  had  one  there ;    then  Knock- 
proceeded  on  our  Journey  from  among  Friends,  ]^]\' 
and  came  to  Rofcreagh,  where  the  People  were  Kofcreagb 
willing  and  ready  to  let  us  have  a  convenient 
Place  to  meet  in,  and  many  came  to  the  Meet- 
ing ;   but  Dominick  Mead^   an  A rch- Deacon,  Dominkfc 
(fo  called)   and  Juftice  of  the  Peace  in  that '^'^^j|^^  ^^ 
Quarter,    was   enraged  againft  us,    and  veryFrioids. 
abufive,   not  only  with  his  Tongue,    but  alfo 
with  his  Hands  ;    yet  Friends'  Patience  and 
wife  Condud  in  the  Authority  of  the  bleffed 
Truth,    prevailed  over   him ;    fo  that  we  got 
two  Meeting?,    for  publifhing  the  Gofpel  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,   which  were 
to  our  Satisfadiion, 

The  next  Day,  being  firft  Day  of  the  Week, 
we  had  a  Meeting  fome  Miles  from   thence,  A  Meet- 
where  a  noted  Man  in   that  Quarter  was  wil-V)°7*^ 
Img  to  let  us  meet  in  his  Houie,  and  a  great  a  noted 
Gathering  of  good-like  People  came  to  hear^*^^^"* 
Truth  declared  ;    on    the  Day  following  we 
had   another  Meeting  fome  Miles  diftant  from 
thence,    and   feveral  fober  People  came   to   it, 
who   were  attentive   to   hear  the   free   Gofpel 
preached,  and  feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied  with 
•\i>hat  they  heard  declared.     From  thence  we 

went 
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1706.  went  to  Birr ^  and  ftald  a  Meeting  there  with 
^:^'V>-'  Friends,  and  afterwards  came  to  nay  Houfe  in 
the  Company  of  fome  Friends  5  in  all  thefe 
Meetings  the  Lord's  good  Spirit  and  Power 
ftrengthened  and  gave  us  Wifdom  to  divide 
the  Gofpel,  and  open  the  Myfleries  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Chrift,  to  the  Underftandings  of 
the  People, 

The  next  Day  being  our  Meeting-Day  at 
Mountjnelick,  George  Rooke  ftaid  with  us  that 
Meeting,  and  then  we  parted  in  the  Love  of 
O.  R.       God  ;   he  went  to  Dublin  to  his  Family,  and 
Some!^    our  National  Half- Year's  Meeting  beginning 
at  Dublin  the  eighth  Day  of  the  third  Month 
following,   I  took  my  Journey  thither  in  the 
Company  of  my  Wife,    and    feveral   others, 
where  was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  good  Accounts 
Accoimt    brought  of  Friendi  godly  Care  for  the  Prefer- 
Care^from  "^^^^^^   ^^^   ^f   ^'^other  in   Gofpel  Order  j    the 
feveral      Lofd's  mighty  Power  was  with  us  to  our  great 
Parts.       Comfort  and  Refrefliment,  whofe  good  Spirit 
gave  us  Wifdom  and  Utterance  both  in  Doc- 
trine  and   DifcJpline.      The   Service    of   this 
Meeting  held  three  Days  in  the  public  Woifhip 
of  God  and  Church  Affairs ;  when  it  was  over 
I  returned  Home  with  my  Wife  and  Friends. 

Province-      After  this,  our  Province  Six- Weeks  Meeting 

-t^S"^    being  at  the  Moat,  I  found  a  Concern  to  go 

Meat.       thither,    where    was   a    large    Appearance   of 

Friends  and  others,  and  the  Lord's  refrefliing 

Goodneis 
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Goodnefs  was  with  us,   to  our  great  Comfort    1706. 
iand  Encouragement  in  this  religious  Duty  and  v-orvj 
Service,    which    held    part   of    two    Days   in 
public  Worfliip  and  Difcipline  ;    when  it  was 
over  I  went  Home,    and  kept  to  Meetings  as 
jifual,  and  foon  after  went  to  Knockballymagher  ?'ff^^" 
in  the  County  of  Tipperary,   and  was  at  the  inagher. 
Burial  of  a  Daughter  of  James,  Hiitcbinfon,  County  of 
who  had  lain  lingering  very  long,    and  many    ^PP^"'/ 
Friends  and  others  came  thither  to  her  Burial, 
where  I  had  good  Service  among  them  in  the 
Teftimony  of  the  Gofpel  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Jefus  Chrift  j  fo  returned  Home  in  the  Com- 
pany of  my  Wife  and  other  Friends. 

Some  Time  after,  our  Province-Meeting  for  Pr'^vmcev 
Lnnfter  being  by  Appointment  at  Athy^  I  went  at  Athy. 
rthiiher,  and  when  the  Service  of  that  Meeting 
was  over  returned  homeward  with  my  Wife, 
and  foon  after  I  vifited  Friends  at  the  Moat  and  Moat. 
there-away,    and  had  four  comfortable  Meet- 
ings.    From  thence  I  rode  to  Tbomas  Wilforis,  Thomas 
and  ftaid  two  Nights,  and  had  a  large  Meeting  ^^^^^"=^ 
^t  Edenderry  with  Friends,    the  Lord's  blefled 
Power  being  with  us,  and  enlarging  our  Hearts 
in  the  Myftery  of  the  Dodrine  of  his  Kingdom 
-to  our  Comfort ;  From  thence  I  went  to  Bally-  ^a%- 
nclerty  and  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends  there,  "°  ^  ' 
and  then  returned  to  jpy  own  Houfe, 

Soon  after  this  I  went  to  our  Quarterly  Pro-  Province- 
vince-Meeting  at  CalUedermot,  which  held  part  at  CaftL 
pf  three  Days,  apd  when  tjie  Service  thereof  dcmof, 

W^8 
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1^06.  was  over,  I  took  a  Journey  to  the  Counties  of 
*-</^''"'^  Wicklow  and  Wexford^  and  had  a  Meeting  at 
WexfoTd.'  BaUynaclafJjy  and  another  at  Wicklow.     From 
Baliyna-    thence  I  went  to  William  Evess^  where  George 
clafh.        Jiooke  came  to  me  from  Dublin^  and  the  next 
Day,  being  iirft  Day  of  the  Week,  we  were 
with    Friends    at   their    Monthly-Meeting   at 
Ballycane.  Bally cane^  and  the  Lord's  Power  and   Prefence 
with  us  to  Friends'  Comfort  and  Refrefhment, 
Clones.     From   thence  we  went  to  Clones^   and  had   a 
Meeting  there,  and  next  Day  to  IfraelWeb(ler'%^ 
and  had  a  Meeting  there  ;  and  the  Day  follow- 
ing to  Thomas  Stephens^,  and  had  a  Meeting  in 
Friends'  Meeting-Houfe  there  ;  from  thence  to 
Knnifcorphy^  and  lodged  at  yacob  Larys^  and 
I'amFs-    the  next  Day  to  Lamb''s-Town,  where  we  had 
Town.      ^  i^jIi   ]y[eeting  ;  after  which  v/e  returned  to 
Ennifcoi-  Rnnifcorphy^   and  the  next  Day  went  to  yohn 
P^y»         Fred'i  and  had  a  large  Meeting  in  a  Barn,  it 
being  on  firli  Day  of  the  Week, 

Robert  That  Evening  we  went  to  Robert  Lackey  $^ 

Lackey's.  ^^^  jQ^g  Miles,  where  we  had  a  powerful 
Meeting,  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  Couuty  and 
feveral  others  being  there,  who  afterwards  ex- 
preffed  their  Satisfad:ion  concerning  the  Truth 
of  the  Dodliine  there  declared,  in  the  Demon- 
ftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  From  thence  we 
Atky.  went  to  Athy^  and  had  a  Meeting  there  the 
next  Day,  after  which  we  parted,  the  Lord 
having  enabled  me  to  perform  this  Travel 
snd  5efV!cej   by  the  AiTiftance  of  his  wonted 

Goodce^ 
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Goodnefs,    in   the  eightieth  Year  of  my  Age,    1706. 
Praifes  to  his  great  Name  for  ever  and  ever.  '•^'W^ 
Amen, 

Now  the  Time  of  our  National- Meeting;  at  >^;i^i^nT-'- 
Tiublin,  as  ufual,  being  at  hand,  I  went  thither,  atDublm. 
where  the  Lord's  Power  was  plentifully  mani- 
fcfted  in  our  Meetings,  both  for  the  public 
Worfliip  of  God  and  thofe  for  Difcipline,  and 
keeping  up  good  Order  in  the  Church  of 
Chrift.  Many  heavenly  Myfteries  of  Faith 
were  opened  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  ;  alfo  the  Affairs  of  Truth 
being  managed  with  Peace  and  Concord,  in 
the  Senfe  and  Guidance  of  the  holy  Spirit  of 
Truth,  Friends  and  Brethren  were  fweetly 
comforted  and  edified  in  the  Love  of  God: 
So  parting  therein  we  returned  to  our  feveral 
Habitations,  Praifes  to  the  Lord  for  ever  ! 
who  enabled  me  to  hold  out  this  Journey  and 
Service,  and  is  a  prefent  Help  to  them  that 
fear  him. 

Now  cold  Winter  coming  on,    and  my  de- 
caying Body  not  able  to  endure  much  Hard(hip, 
I  kept  to  our  ufual  Meetings  at  Alountmelick,  Mf'V'^t- 
Weekly  and  Monthly  ;  and  in  the  firfl  Month,  ^^^^^ 
the  Seafon  being  temperate,  I  rode  to  Duitlavin^ 
and  had  a  large  Meeting  there,  to  which  many 
good-like  fober  People  came.     From  thence  I 
went  to  Caftledermot,  to  our  Quarterly-Meeting  Qijarf^^^^y 
for   Leinfier  Province,    where   many    Friends  for  Lein- 
niet,    and  were  well    refrefhed   in  the  Lord  iieratCaf- 
Oo  Jefus  ^^^^^^"^^^ 
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Jems  Chrift,  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  held 

part  of  three  Days,  and  the  Week  following 

^ifr,        Thomas  JVilfon  met  me  at  Birr  by  Appointment, 

we  {laid  one  Meeting  there  with  Friends,  and 

Cpunty  of  then  went  to  the  County  of  Tipperary^  where 

Tippgrary  federal  fober  People  were  defirous  to  hear  Truth 

declared,   and  willing  to  let  us  meet  at  their 

Houfes  J   we  had    two  Meetings  with  them, 

^nd  then  came  to  James  Hiitchinfons^  where 

we  had   a  large  Meeting,  it  being  on  a  firft 

Mount,     Day,     From   thence  we  went  to  Mountrath^ 

^'^  *        and  flaid  a  Meeting  there,    and   fo  returned 

Province.  Home.     Soon  after  which  our  Province- Meet-. 

2t  Athy.  ^"S  being  at  Athy^  I  went  thither,    and  after 

the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over,  returned 

to  my  Dwelling. 


SECT, 
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SECT.     XXVII. 

In  1707,  Friends  Care  over  W.  E.*j  U^ife  in 
her  Sicknefs  was  extraordinary  :  He  ajid 
G.  Rooke  vifit  moll  of  the  three  Province! 
of  Ulfter,    Leinfler  a?2d   Munfter. 

NO  W  cur  National  Half- Year's  Meeting   ly^J. 
at  Dublin  drawing  nigh,  I  went  thither  v^-V^^J 
in  Company  of  my  Wife  and  Friends,  where  Half- 
was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from  feveral  ^^^^'^^ 
Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  Accounts  were  given  at  Dublin. 
of  JrUtlSs  Profperity,  and  of  Friends'  Care  in 
every  Province,  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Churches  j 
the  Lord's  ancient  Goodnefs  was  with  us,  and 
his  holy  Spirit  gave  Ability  in  his  Service,  both 
in  Dodrine  and  Difcipline ;  but  my  Spirit  was  \\\  £. 
deeply  affected  with  Sorrow,    in  that  mod  of  forroueth 
our  Elders  were  taken  away  from  us,  who  ufed  Lof^oft^;e 
to  attend  the  Service  of  fuch  Meeting?.     This  Eiders" 
Meeting  held  part  of  four  Days,  when  It  was  Company. 
over  we  returned   Home  in   the  Company  of 
Friends,    I  being  much  difabled  in  Body  by  a 
great  Cold  and  Old-Age,  alfo  my  tender  Wifs 
was  taken  fick  on  the  Road  ^  yet  the  Lord  en-* 
abled  us  to  get  Home,  everlafting  Praifes  to  big 
great  Name  for  all  his  manifold  Mercies ! 

O  o  2  When 
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1707.       When  I  had  refted  two  or  three  Days,  I 
^-^^V^^  was  pretty  well  again  ;   but  my  Wife's  Ilncls_ 
increafed  upon  her,  fo  that  (he  took  her  Bed, 
and   lay  very  fick   near  three  Months,    being 
brought  fo  weak,    and   worn  away,    that  (he 
could  not  turn  or  help  herfelt,  but  as  (he  was 
helped  ;   many  Friends  came  to  vifit  her  from 
divers  Places,  and  feveral  Women  Friends  of 
Moimtmelick  were  very  kind  and  careful  of  her, 
two  of  them  at  a  Time  attending  her  Day  and 
Night  for  the  moft  Part,  when,  according  to 
Appearance,  there  was  little  Likelihood  of  her 
Recovery.     Yet  I  often  prayed  earneftly  and 
fervently  to  the  Lord,  That  he  would  be  pleajed 
to  heal  and  reflore  her  to  me,  as  an  Help-meet  in 
my  Old-Jge  ;  and  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
\V.  E.'s    anfwer  my  Petition,  as  he  had  at  many  other 
^iiflercd.  Times  in  great  Straits,  and  raifed  her  from  her 
great  Weaknefs,    blelTed  be  his  worthy  Name 
for  evermore  1    Now  when  flie  was   a   little 
recovered,    I  went  to  the  Moat,   and  vifited 
Friends'    Meetings    there-away,    fo    returned 
Home,  and  found  my  Wife  much  recovered. 

L.tiuiicr  goon  after,  LetJifle?^  Quarterly-Meeting  being 
Mtit'r/  ^^  Cajikdertimt^  I  went  thither  in  the  Company 
of  feveral  Friends,  and  fome  were  there  from 
each  Monthly-Meeting  in  the  Province,  who 
brought  Accounts  of  the  State  of  each  Meeting, 
and  how  the  Teftimony  of  Truth  was  keot  up, 
the  Service  of  that  Meeting  held  part  ot  three 
Days ;  when  it  was  over  I  went- with  my  Fel- 
low-Labourer  Gcor7t  Rooke  to  Jch?!  JVatfonSy 

and 
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and  the  next  Day  to  fVaterford^    and  on  the    1707. 
Day    following    had    a   Meeting   there   with  ^~^'\^^ 
Friends,  and  others  that  came  to  it,  and  had  ^^4^" 
good  Service  for  Truth, 

Next  Day  we  rode  to  Clonmel^  in  the  Com-  Clonmel 
pany  of  feveral  Friends,  and  on  the  Day  fol- 
lowing had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends,  in 
their  Meeting-Houfe :   After  which  we  went 
to  Knochgraffen^    and   lodged  at  Feter  Cook\  Knock- 
Houfe,   and  next  Morning  io  Tipperary,  andf^^^^j. 
had  a  Meeting  there  that  Day,  to  which  feveral 
fober  People  came,  and  were  very  attentive  to 
what  was  declared  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,   and  went  away  well 
fatisficd  ;   aUo  Friends  were  well  refreflied  in 
the  Lord. 

The  next  Day  we  went  to  Limerick^  and  on  Limerick. 
the   Day  following,    being  firft  Day  of  the 
Week,  had  two  Meetings  in  Friends*  Meeting- 
Houfe  there,   and   next  third  Day  we  had  a 
Meeting  ^i  Six-Miles- Br Uge,  in  the  County  of  ^'^-^^^^ 
Clare,  which  was  large,  many  Men  of  Account    ^^  ^^* 
came  to  it,    three  Juftices  of  the  Peace,   one  Tiiree 
was  the  Priefl  of  that  Parish,  and  all  very  fober  J"^'^^^  ^^ 
and  attentive  to  hear  Truth  declared,  and  the    ^  ^^'^" 


one  a 


Gofpel  was  preached  to  them  in  the  Demon-  Pneft,  at 
ftraiion  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God,  and  [Jj^  ^'^^' 
many  deep  Myfleries  of  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift 
Jefus  were  opened,  which  feemed  to  have  Im- 
preilion  on  many  of  them. 


After 
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ijoj.       After  the  Meeting  was  over,  we  went  to  the 

'^-^"V^^  Inn  where -we  had   left  our  Horfes,    and  the 

aforefaid  Prieft,  who  was  a  Juflice  of  the  Peace, 

ThePriert  came  thither  to  us  and  very  courteoufly  offered 

cits°to'^^"  ^^^  Kindnefs  in  what  he  could  do ;  thence  we 

Friends,    came  back  to  Limerick,  and  that  Evening  had 

a   Meeting  with   Friends   at   Thomas  Pearce'a 

Birr.        Houfc,  and  from  thence  to  Birr,  and  on  the 

Day  following  were  at  Friends'  Meeting  there, 

fo  lodged  that  Night  at  T'homas  WinJloe\,  and 

the  next  Day  came  to  my  own  Houle,  where 

I  parted  with  George  Rooke,  who  went  to  his 

Houfe  and  Family  in  Dubliii, 

Now  I  kept  to  Meetings  about  Home,  and 

in  a  fhort  Time  it  was  in   my  Mind  to  vifit 

Friends  in  the  Province  of  Vlller,  and  to  get 

Meetings   at    fome   Places    where  no  Friends 

Ltinfter    dwelt;   fo  Z.^/«/?fr  Province-Meeting  being 'at 

jl'fovmce-  fhe  Moat,  I  went  thither,  and  ftaid  the  Service 

ar  the"    of  that  Meeting,  and  when  it  was  over,  I  took 

Moat.       my  Journey  to  the  North,  with  my  aforefaid 

Companion   George  Rooke,    and   feveral  other 

Pinacrh.     Friends  ;  we  rode  that  Day  to  Finagh,  in  the 

County  of  Cavan,  and   had  a  Meeting  in  the 

Evening  at   the  Inn  where  we  lodged,    there 

having  not  been  a  Meeting  of  our  Society  in 

that  Town  before  ;    feveral  People  came  to  the 

Meeting,  where  Truth  was  declared  to  them, 

and  they  were  fober  ;    next  Morning  we  rode 

Son-e        jQ  Cavan,  and  vifited  fome  Friends'  who  were 

Prifoners   then  Pfiiocers  there  for  their  Tedimony  againft 

at  Cavan.  Tithes. 

The 
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The  Day  following  we  were  with  Friends  at   1707. 
their  Meeting  beyond  BailyhaeSy  and  after  the  ^-^^r^^ 
Meeting  v>/q  went  to  Coot-Hill^  having  fent  fome    '^  ^  '^^* 
Friends  before  to  Clownes,  to  get  a  Place  for  a  ^"°"^-^'^'" 
Meeting,  and  bring  us  Word,  which  they  did  ; 
fo  we  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Coot-Hill^ 
and  the  next  Day  went  to  Cloivnes,  where  wc  Clownes. 
had  a  full  Meeting,  and  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift 
was  preached  to  them,  all  being  quiet.     After 
the  Meeting  we  rode   to  Monaghan,    and  that  Monag- 
Evening  had  a  Meeting  in  a  large  Dining- Room  ''^'»« 
at  the  Inn  where  we  lodged. 

New  the  Father  and  Uncle  of  that  PrieH:, 
who  had  caft  thole  Friends  into  Prilbn  at  Cavan^ 
living  near  our  Road,  we  went  thither  the  next 
Day  and  diTcourfed  with  them,  endeavouring  to 
prevail  for  our  Friends'  Liberty,  bjit  we  got  little 
Entrance  ;  fo  left  them,  and  came  that  Night 
to  Ballyhagajj,  where  we  had  a  large  and  full  RaUy- 
Meeting  on  the  firfl  Day  of  the  Week,  and  the  ^'^S^* 
Lord's  Power  and  comfortable  Prefence  were 
with  us  to  great  Satisfad:ion. 

Next  Day  we  were  at  a  full  and  comfortable 
Meeting  beyond  Charlemoiint^    and  then  went  Charle- 
to  Toberhead,    in  the  County  of  Londonderry,  y°|J"J^ 
and  had  a  Meeting  there,    to  which  Friends  head, 
came   from    other  Meetings,    and    were  well 
refrefhed  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.     After  that 
Meeting  we  went  to  Grange,  in  the  County  of  Grange 
Antrim,  and  ftaid  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends, 
aq^l  froo^  thence  tp  tjie  Tqwh  of  Antrim,  and  Antvim. 

ha4 
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1707.  bad  one  there  ;  after  which  we  went  ioRichard 
^•^\^^  Boyes  in  the  Company  of  many  Friends. 

Ulfter  xhe  Province-Meeting  for  Uljier  began  there 

Mmhig  ^"  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^7'  ^"^  ^^^^  part  of  two  Days  in 
Worfhip  and  Difcipline  j  from  thence  we  went 

Monallen.  to  Lurgan,  and  fo  to  Monalleriy  and  had  a 
Meeting  there,  where  moft  of  ancient  Friends 
came,  and  were  well  refrefhed  in  the  Lord, 
and  one  in   another.     After  this  Meeting  we 

Archibald  went  to  fee  Archibald  Belly  he  being  very  old 

^^*        and  feeble,  and  having  walked   in  the  Truth 

many  Years;-  we  lodged  at   his   Houfe  one 

Night,  and  the  next  Day  went  to  the  Meeting 

Lifturn.  at  Richard  BoyeSy  and  fo  to  Lijbiirny  and  were 
with  Friends  at  their  Meeting  there.     After 

Hilfro-     the  Meeting  we  went  to  Hiljboroughy  and  next 

sough,  p^y  j^^^  ^  Meeting  there ;  in  all  thefe  Meetings 
the  Teftimony  of  Truth  was  largely  declared, 
and  many  deep  Myfteries  in  the  Doctrine  of 
Chrifl's  Kingdom  were  opened,  in  the  Demon- 
liration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. 

After  this  Meeting  we  went  to  ^Tobias  Court- 
ney %y  and  lodged  there  one  Night,  and  on  the 
turgan.  next  Day  went  to  hurgan,  where  we  had  a 
very  large  and  full  Meeting  of  Friends,  and 
other  People.  On  the  Day  following,  being 
the  firfi;  Day  of  the  Week,  the  Lord's  Power 
was  mightily  with  us,  and  many  heavenly 
Myfteries  were  opened  in  the  Dodlrine  of  the 
everlafting  Gofpel  of  Chrift  Jefus,  to  the  ten- 
dering 
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dering  and  refrefliing  of  many  Hearts  and  Soul?,    I J707. 
afid  to  the  breaking  down  the  ftrong  Holds  of ''-^"V^ 
the  Man  of  Sin.     Now  when  this  great  Meet- 
ing was  over,  we   had  gone   through  our  in- 
tended Service  in  the  Province  o(  Ul/ier,  except 
the  vifiting  of  one  fmall   Meeting,  which  lay 
fome  Miles  remote,  and  I  being  much  fpent, 
and   having  alfo   got  Cold,  \vas  willing  to  rdft 
one  Day,  before  I  took  my  Journey  to  Dublin ; 
^  my  Companion  George  Rooke  anfwered  the 
Service  of  that  Meeting,  and  by  Appointment 
I  met  him  at  Newry,  where  we  had  the  Com-  W.E. an^ 
pany  of  miny  honef},    tender  Friends,    that^f^^S^ 
were  going  to  Duhliii  to  our  National   Half- 
Year's  Meeting,  which  was  then  at  hand. 

The  next  Dny  we  sll  went  ta  Garland's^ 
Totvn  to  lodge  that  Night,  and  had  a  Meeting  An  Even 


ine  Meet- 


at 


there  that  Evening,  the  Inn-keeper  being  very  I"S 
courteous  and  willing  to  let  us  have  Room  to  Ga'riand'*- 
meet  in.    The  next  Day  we  went  to  Drogheda,  !^°^^"' , 
where  feveral  Friends  from  Dublin  met  us,  and    ^^^  '^ 
that   Day   had    a   Meeting   there,    where    ihb 
Teftimony  of  Truth  was  fet  over  the  Unfaith- 
ful nefs  of  fome  Inhabitants  in  that  Town,   who 
jprofciTed  the  bleffed  fpotlefs  Truth. 


S  E  C  -f  , 
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SECT.     XXVIIL 

•*  ■ 

In  feveral  Meetings^  both  National  and  Provin- 
cialy  he  was  earneft  to  have  Marriage^  which 
is  God's  Ordinance^  both  begun  and  accom- 
pupped  in  God's  CounjeL 

1707.  ^T^H  E  next  Day  we  all  went  to  Dublin^  and 

»-'^'"v""~^    JL     ^^  ^^s  ^^y  following,  being  the  feventh 

Day  of  the  Week,  and  eighth  Day  of  the  ninth 

Ninth       Month  1707,  our  National  Half- Year's  Meet- 

Hai-'      ijig  began,  and  many  Friends  were  there  from 

Year's       feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation  ;  alio  Accounts  were 

given  of  the  Affairs  of  Truth,  and  Concern  of 

Friends  for  its  Profperity.     The  Service  of  the 

Meeting  held  part  of  four  Days,  in  the  public 

Wordiip  of  God   and  Meetings  for  Church 

Difcipline.      When    it    was    over   I    returned 

Home  in  Company  of  feveral  Friends  ;  and  the 

Q^'aiter'y  Quarterly- Meeting  for  Leinfter  Province  being 

Aiceting    Q^Qftiy  afier  at  Mountynelick.    Accounts  were 

at  ivioiiiit-  -'  •  , 

jiscikk.     brought  from  the  leveral  Monthly-Meetings  in 

the  Province,  how  Church  Difcipline  was  kept 

up,  and  a  holy  and  zealous  Concern  was  on 

Friends,    ^bat  Marriage^    which  is  God's  holy 

Ocxl's        Ordinance^  might  be  proceeded  in  and  perjormed 

ioht^^    ^(^cording  to  his  holy  Will,  that  therein  his  Join- 

♦iiindcdin  ing  might  be  knoivn^    fo  that  tbofe  who  give  and 

Marriage,  ^^/^g 
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take  in  Marriage^  may  do  it  in  God's  Fear  and   1 707. 
Counfelj    and  not  for  Riches  and  worldly  Ends^  >^y~w^^ 
for  that  is  contrary  to  the  Ordinance  of  God  in 
Marriage,  which  is  honourable  in  it/elf^  being 
uncorrupted ;    and  Truth  rnujl  and  will  regulate 
the  Violation  thereof. 

Some  Time  after  this  Meeting,  the  aforefaid 
Concern  of  Marriage  was  clofely  fpoken  to  in  Marriage 
our  Monthly-Meeting  for  Church  Affairs  at  aifco^rfcd 
Moiintmelick  j  and  our  Six- Weeks-Meeting  for  of. 
Leinller  Province  being  appointed  to  be  at  Athy^  Pmvincc- 
it  was  upon  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  and  to  vifit 
fome  Meetings  of  Friends  there-avvay,  and 
though  it  was  cold  Winter,  the  Days  fhort, 
foul  Weather,  the  Ways>  very  deep,  and  my 
Body  aged,  yet  I  doubted  not  of  the  Lord's 
Affiftance  to  give  Ability  to  perform  as  well 
this  Service',  as  he  had  at  many  other  Times, 
in  great  Difficulties  and  Dangers.  So  in  the 
Faith  of  Jefus  I  went  thither,  where  was  a 
pretty  large  Appearance  of  weighty  Friends  and 
Elders,  and  after  fome  Time  in  worfhipping  of 
God,  we  went  to  our  Service  in  Church  Af- 
fairs, Men  and  Women  apart,  in  the  Senfe  of 
the  Lord's  Goodnefs.  Several  Matters  relatincr 
to  Gofpel  Order  and  Difcipline  in  the  Church 
of  Jefus  Chrift  were  clofely  difcourfed,  and 
there  being  feveral  Couples  who  prefented  them- 
felves  at  that  Meeting,  declaring  their  Inten- 
tions of  Marriage  with  each  other,  it  gave 
fome  Occafion  for  a  large  Difcourle  of  that 
great  Ordinance  of  Marriage,  as  it  was  inflituted 
P  P  2  by 
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J 707.  by  God  ;    and   a  weighty  Concern   was  upon 

V^'V''^  my  Spirit,   To  prefs  all  Friends  concerned  m  that 

Cafe  of  Giving  and  Taking  in  Marriage^  to  da 

opencth     ^^  ^^  ^^^  Lord's  Way,  as  he  inliituted  it  in  the 

the  Man-  Beginnings    when    he   created  Man,    and   then 

mh?        Woman  to  he  an  Help-meet ^  and  brought  her  ts 

^..arriage.  him,  and  joined  them  together  as  Man  and  Wife  : 

That  fo  all  Friends  concerned  in  that  Matter, 

fldoiild  be  careful  to  aB  thercifi  in  the  Counjel  of 

God,  from  the  Beginning  to  the  Acdompiifl:ment 

thereof,  and  marry  in  the  Lord ;  which  Marriage 

is  honour  able,  the  Bed  iindefiled. 

When  the  Service  of  this  Meeting  was  over, 
which  held  part  of  two  Days,  I  went  in  Truth's 
Service,   as  it  opened  on  my  Spirit,   in  a  Senfp 
of  the  Lord's  Drawings,   and  had  a  Meeting  at 
John     _    "^ohn  iVatfons,    and  another   at  New- Garden, 
New°"''  ^"^  ^^^  Lord^s  Goodnefs  was  greatly  wirh  rr.e, 
pardeji.    who    mightily   ftrengthened    me   both    in    the 
inner  and  outward  Man  ;  fo  that  the  TeOimony 
of  the  blcffed  Truth  was  held  forth,    and  the 
Dodtrine  of  the  Gofpel  divided,  in  the  Wifdnm 
and  Autliority  of   the  Spirit  and   Power  of  the 
Lord  Jefus   Chrifl:,    to   the   great   Comfort   of 
true-hearted   Friends.     When  this  Service  was 
pver^    1  went   to  my  own   Dwelling   in   Peace 
and  Satisfadion  in  the  Lord.     I  attended  Meet- 
ings   near    Home    until    our    next    Provincial 
Qimiterly  Quarterly-Meeting,   which  was  at  Cafiledermot, 
jVItcting    gp^jj  j,^  t}^e  Lord's  Drawings  upon   my  Spirit  to 
dcrmot.^"  that  Service,  1  went  there  in  the  Faith  of  Jefus 
Chtiii,    that  he   would   lliength^n    both   qiy 

outward 
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(Rutward   and    inward   Man,    to    perform    the    1707. 
journey  and  Service  which  he  required,  as  he  ^^^ 
had   often  done  to  my  great   Encouragement,  reileth 
through  many  Difficulties  and  Weaknefs  j  ac-  the  lord 
cordinglv  the  Lord  itrenethened   me  with  his  !"'''\^''i'y 
Power  and  good   Spirit,  to  ftand  in  his  Tefti-  Service. 
mony  over  all  that,   which  was  contrary  to  the 
Government  of  Chrift  in  his  Church.    And  the 
Service   of  that   Meeting   was  carried   on   and 
performed  in  a  good  Authority  of  the  Lorcfs 
Power  and  ancient  Goodnefs.     When  the  Ser- 
vice   of  that   Meeting   was   over,    I   returned 
Home,  attending  the  Meetings  as  ufual. 

And  our  next  Six- Weeks-Meeting  ioTLciit/ier  Provinc-. 
Province  being  appointed  2iiCatherlough^  I  went  ^'e^^tiiyg 
to  it,   where  many  Friends  of  the  Province  met  feuc-hV^^' 
to  worlliip  God,    and    perform  Service  in  the 
Church   of  Chrift.     When    the  Meeting  was 
over  I  went  Home  ;    and  I  ftill  found  that  the 
Lord  renewed  my  Strength  and  Ability  beyond 
the   ordinary    Courfe   ot    Nature,    everlafling 
Praife  to  his  great  Name  1 

The  next  Quarterly- Meeting  for  the  Province  Q^-^rrerrv 
of    Leinihr  was    at   Mountmelick^    where    the  Mt^eiing' 
Lord's   Power  did   eminently  appear,    for  the  f^^.j-ck" ''' 
maintaining  of  the  Teftimony  of  his  bleffcd 
Truth  both  in  Docftrine  and  Difcipline. 

When  the  Service  of  this  Meeting  was  over,  NationaJ 
I  went  in  the  Cornpany  of  feveral  Friends   to  J^^^, 
Dubliii,  to  our  Naiional  Half- year's  Meeting,  Meetj-ng 

which  ^^^^'^'1"' 
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which  was  then  at  hand,  being  in  the  third 
Month  1708,  and,  through  the  Lord's  great 
Goodnefs  and  Mercy  to  me,  was  enabled  to 
hold  oot  the  Service  of  that  great  Meeting, 
which  held  from  the  eighth  to  the  twelfth  Day 
of  the  Month  ;  and  when  it  was  over  I  re- 
turned to  my  Dwelling,  and  attended  Meeting,s 
tbere-away. 

Our  next  Six- Weeks- Meeting  being  appoint- 
ed at  Baliycane  in  the  County  of  IVicklow,  1  had 
fome  Drawings  on  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  and 
trufting  in  the  Lord  for  Ability,  took  my  Joar- 
Neiv-       ney  to  New-Garden  in  the  County  of  Cather- 
Garden.    iQ^gfj^  and  wa&  with  Friends  at  their  Meeting. 
Dmilavin.  After  which  I  went  to  Du?2!avin,  where  I  had 
appointed  a  Meeting  ;  George  Rooke  from  Dub- 
lin met  me  there,  and  we  had  a  full  a^nd  fatis- 
fadory  Meeting  of  Friends  and  fober  People. 
After  which  we  went  to  Tho?nas  Ducket\^  and 
next  Day  to  Baliycane  in  the  County  of  Wicklow, 
Province-  where  the  Province-Meeting   began   the  Day- 
for^Lem-  f^^^owing,  which  held  part  of  two  Days,  and 
Iter  at      a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  and  faber  Peo- 
Eiillycane  p|g   ^ag   there.       When    the   Service   of  the 
Meeting  was  over,   I  went   homewards,   and 
next  Day  at  Evening  got  to  my  own  Houfe 
very  weary,  having  got  a  great  Cold,  yet  kept 
to  Meetings  about  Home. 


SECT. 
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In  1708  and  171 1,  he  vifited  Munfter,  tmi 
attended  both  Monthly,  Provincial  and  Na- 
twnal- Meetings  in  his  Old-/lge^  to  the  Joy 
and  Kejrejhment  of  faithful  Friends,  And  in 
\'j\i^  at  the  National-Meeting  in  Dublin, 
folemnly  took  his  lajl  Leave  of  Friends ;  after 
which  he  fell  jicky  and  in  three  Months  Time 
Jied,  agid  near  eighty-five^ 

FINDING   my   Ability  renewing,    And   170B- 
Drawings  upon  my  Spirit  to  vifit  rome  ^>'~V'"--« 
Parts  of  the  Province  of  Munjier^    car  Quar-  Pro^4ncc- 
terly-Meeting  being  at  hand,  by  Appodntment  ^"^^5^^,^ 
at  Cajiledermoty  1  took  that  in  my  Way  towards  dermot.' 
Munjier^  and  ftaid  the  Service  thereof,  where 
I  met  with  George  Rooke^  who  went  with  me 
that  Journey  in   the  Lord's  Service.     After  the 
Meeting  we  went  that  Evening  to  John  Wat- 
Jons,  and   the  next  Day  to  Waterford^  and  on  Water- 
the  Day  following  had  a  Meeting  there,  and  ^'°^'^* 
next  Day  to  Clonmel^  where  we  had  a  Meeting  ClonindL 
with  Friends  on  the  Day  following. 

From  thence  we  went  to  fofJma  Fen?2eU\ 
and  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends,  fo  to 
Tippcrary^    and   had  a  Meeting   ihere   in   the 

Market-^ 
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1708.   Markef-Hoiifej  where  came  a  great  Concourfe 

^^•^"^r^^  of  Friends  and  other  People.    From  thence  we 

Lfmerick.  went  to  Limerick^    and   had  a  Meeting  with 

Friends  there,   and  the  Day  following  had  a 

Six-Miles-  Meeting  at  Six-Miles-Bridge^  in  the  County  of 

Smedck.  ^^^^^^    ^^  came  back  to  Lifneriek,   and  ftaid 

another  Meeting  there  with  Friends,    and  on 

Silver      jhc  Day  following  we  went  to  Silver-Mines^ 

"^^^*    ,  and  that  Evening  had  a  Meeting  at  the  Inn 

where   we   lodged,    to   which   many   People 

came,  and  were  attentive  to  hear  the  Dodlrine 

of  Chrift's  Kingdom,    that  was  preached   to' 

them  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  the  Lord 

Jefus  Chrift. 

Eirr.  The  next  Day  we  went  to  Birr^  accompa* 

nied   with  Thomas  Pearce   and   George  Pea  ft ^ 
and  on  the  Day  following,  being  firft  Day  of 
the  Week,  we  had  two  Meetings   there  with 
Friends,  and  the  next  Day  George  Rooke  and  I 
went  to  yofeph  Robifjfons^    in   the  County  of 
Weft-Meath,  and  on  the  Day  following  had  a 
Walter's-  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Walter  s-Town  ;  next 
J^cat       ^'^y  °"^  ^^  ^^^  Moat,  and  the  Day  following 
l.ifmoi-    one  at  Li/moiney  ;    in  all  which  Meetings  the 
^^y'         Lord's  Spirit  and  Power  were  with  us,  and  hiis 
Goodnefs  upheld  us  in  the  Teftimony  of  his 
bleffed   Truth,    the  Gofpel    of  his  Kingdom 
being  rightly  divided,  and  Friends  refre{hed  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.     Here  I  and  my  Com- 
panion parted,  and  each  of  us  returned  Home  :■ 
This  was  in  the  fixth  Month  1708, 

I  kept 
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I  kept  to  Meetings  hear  Home,   until  our  1708; 
Half- Year's  Meeting  at  Dublin^  which  begun  J'jO^^*^ 
the  eighth  Day  of  the  ninth  Month ;  I  went  year's 
thither,  where  many  Friends  appeared  fromMmin^ 
fevcral  Parts  of  the  Nation,   and  an  Account  ^^""^^'"' 
of  the  Affairs  of  Truth  and  Welfare  of  the 
Churches  was  given.     Here  I  met  with  fome 
Exercife,    but  the  Lord's  Power  went  over  itj 
bleffed  be  his  great  Name,  who  ftands  by  and 
owns  his  Teftimony.     Now,  when  the  Ser- 
vice of  this  Meeting  was  over,  I  returned  Home 
ifi  Company  of  feveral  Friends,    and   my  old 
decayed  Body  was  weary  with  Riding  j    (o  I 
tarried    near   Home,     and    frequented    both 
Weekly,  Monthly  and  Six« Weeks-Meetings. 

I  alfo  was  enabled  to  go  to  the  following   1769. 
Half- Year's  Meeting  at  Dublin,  which  begun  National 
the   eighth   Day   of  the   third   Month   1709.  Year's 
After  the   Service  of  that  Meeting  vi^as  over,  Meeting 
which  held  feveral  Days,  as  ufual,  I  returned  ^^  ^"^'*'^' 
homewards,     in    the    Company   of    Friends. 
Some  Time  after,  having  Drawings  upon  my 
Spirit  to  vifit  Friends  about  the  Moat,   I  went 
thither^  accompanied  with  'Jojlma  Strangman, 
and  was  at  Friends'  Meeting  at  the  Moat  and  ^'fo^^ 
Walter  s-Town,  where  we  were  well  refrefhed 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  j  fo  1  returned  Home. 

Soon  after  the  Quarterly-Meeting  being  at  Quarterly 
Ca/lledermot,  I  went  to  it,  where  was  a  large ^^^^"§ 
Appearance  of  Friends  from  feveral  Parts  ofderm^ot/ 
the  Province,   and  the  Lord's  mighty  Power 
Q.q  was 
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1709.  was* with  us,  in  the  Service  of  that  Meeting, 
^^'^"Y"^  both  in  the  public  Worfliip  of  God,  and  in 
Meetings  of  Difcipline,  for  promoting  Gofpel 
Order  among  us,  and  many  Things  relating 
thereto  were  clofely  difcourfed,  in  a  weighty 
Senfe  of  God's  Goodaefs  on  the  Spirits  of  fenfi- 
bie  Elders  and  Brethren,  Co  our  great  Comfort 
in  tiie  Lord  Jefus  Chri/l. 

When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over 
I  went  Home,  and  was  at  Meetings  as  ufually, 
and  fome  Weeks  after  the  Province-Meeting  for 
lAvc{tnc]s..  Munftcr  being  appointed  at  Limerick,  I  having 
fomething  upon  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  took 
my  Journey,  accompanied  with  Ralph  Stephen- 
tin.        Jon  and  my  Son  T^ryal,  from  my  Houfe  to  Birr^ 
and  Oaid  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends  ;   but 
Ralph  Stephenjbn  returned  Home.    On  the  Day 
following  I   went  to  hinierick^    accompanied 
.,  .       vvith  Thomas  Winfioe  and  my  Son  Tryal ,    we 
^Uinfler    ^^.^j.^   ^^  ^j^g   Province-Meeting   there,    which 

r  rov  iiicc-  . 

rvkcting  held  part  of  two  Days,  and  when  my  Service 
was  over  I  went  back  to  Birr,  and  fo  Home  to 
my  Houfe  j  the  Lord  ftrengthened  me  mightily 
in  the  Performance  of  this  Journey  and  Service, 
everlafting  Praifes  to  his  great  Name. 

Now  I  kept  to  Meetings  near  Home,  until 
Nirional  about  the  Time  of  our  National  Half- Year's 
Vf^h       Meeting,  which  begun  at  Dublin  the  eighth 

I  curs  • 

Meetin'^    Day  of   the  ninth   Month  j    thither  I  went   m 

atDub.'iii.Company  of  Richard  Eves,  fiift  to  Athy  to  pur 

Province-Meeting,    which  was   there   at   that 

Time, 


at  i.iiiie 
lick. 
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Time,  and  after  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  1709. 
was  over  we  went  to  Dublin,  and  on  the  Day  /V"^ 
following  our  National- Meeting  begun,  where 
was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from  feveral 
Places,  and  Accounts  were  brought  of  the 
Affairs  of  Truth  in  the  particular  Meetings  of 
Friends.  The  Service  of  this  Meeting  held 
part  of  four  Days  in  the  Worfhip  of  God  and 
Church  Affairs  j  when  it  was  over  I  returned 
Home. 

Soon  after,  our  Provincial  Quarterly-Meet-  Quarferly 
ing  was  at  Caliledermot,  and  I  went  thither  in  ^^^^^^ , 
the  Company  of  Richard  Eves ;   the  Service  of  dermot. 
this  Meeting  held  part  of  three  Days  in  the 
Worfhip  of  God  and  Difcipline  of  the  Church, 
and  the  fweet  and  comfortable  Prefence  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  was  with  us,  to  Friends  great 
Comfort  and  Refrefhment ;  when  the  Service 
of  the  Meeting  was  over  I  went  Home, 

In  the  third  Month  1710,   I  went  to  our   17 10. 

National- Meeting  at  Dubliny  and  a  great  Ap-  National- 
pearance  of  Friends  from  feveral  Parts  of  the  ^^^!^\  . 
Nation  was  there,  alfo  Accounts  given  of  the 
Affairs  of  Truth,  and  Friends  Concern  in  each 
Province  for  its  Profperity  ;  when  the  Service 
of  that  Meeting  was  over,  which  held  feveral 
Days  for  the  public  Worfhip  of  God  and 
Church  Affairs,  I  went  Home  :  And  foon  after, 
our  Quarterly  Province-Meeting  being  again  at 
CafiJedermoty  I  went  thither,  and  ftaid  the  Ser- 
vice thereofj  which  was  weighty  j  when  it  was 
Q  q  a  cvei 
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Xyio.  over  I  returned  Home,  the  Lord  hitherto  re-^ 
wTV^-^  newing  my  Strength  in  hi$  Service,  both  in  the 
invvafd  ^nd  outward  Map. 

Province.      Oqr   next  Six- Weeks-Meeting  fc)r  Leinfter 
at  Sv-  P^oyJ"'^^  being  appointed  at  Ballycam^  in  the 
cane,        Copniy  of  Wicklow^    I  found   fome  Drawings 
upon  my  Spirit  to  be  there,    and  accordingly 
went,  though  feeble  in  Body  ;    next  Morning, 
after  the  Meeting  was  ended,  I  took  my  Jour- 
ney homewards,  in  Company  of  Friends,  and 
through   the  Lord's   Mercy    get  well   Home. 
H^if-       Soon  after  was  our  National  Half- Year's  Meet- 
yf^^^'     ins:  at  Dublin^  and  I  found  the  Loid's  Draw-> 

Meeting         o  •      '  ,  ,  i         i  i  i 

^tDubJin.  jogs  freih  upon  my  Spirit  tq  be  there,  though 
1  was  very  feeble  and  weak  in  Body  5  for  the 
Lord's  gracious  Promife  was  to  me,  T^bat  I 
Jleuld  not  want  Strength  and  Ability*  I  went 
thither,  where  I  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord 
and  the  Teftimony  of  his  blefled  Truth,  the 
Lord  wonderfully  fl:rengthening  me  pver  Qld- 
i^ge  and  other  Infirmities,  fo  that  the  Journey 
was  made  eaiy.  When  the  Service  of  thi$ 
g[eat  Meeting  was  over  \  went  Hopie,  jn 
Com^pany  of  Friends, 

17  1 1,  Soon  after  this  our  Qn^^rterly-Meeting  fc^ 
Quanerly  J^einfter  being  appointed  at  CafikdermGt,  having 
fcr  Leiii  f*^"^^^  Drawings  upon  my  Spirit,  I  went  thither  • 
fleratCaf-and  afterw^i'ds  I  went  to  our  enfuing  National 
tiedermot.  p^l£^ Y^^j..g  ]^4eeting  at  Uuhlin,  in  both  which 
National-  the  Lord  flrenprthened  me  mightily  in  the  Ser- 
^DubKnjice   4  hi?   b?:&d   Truth,    m   Dodinnt  ^n^ 

Church 
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Church  Pifcipline,  and  the  Power  of  the  Lord,  17 ii. 
in  his  Teftimony  was  over  all.  When  the  v^-'V^^ 
Service  of  thefe  large  and  heavenly  Meetings 
\yas  over,  I  went  Home  in  the  Company  of 
Come  Friends.  Now  finding  myself  unable  to 
endure  long  Journeys,  I  was  content  to  reft  in 
Ithe  Will  of  God,  who  had  lengthened  my 
Time  to  OldrAge,  and  done  great  Things  for 
me,  to  whofe  great  and  worthy  Name  be 
jpraife,  Glory  and  Honour,  for  ever  and  ever- 
inorc. 

So  having  refted  fome  Time,   and  kept  to 
Meetings  near  Home,  finding  my  Ability  fome- 
thing  ftroRg  again,  and  my  Mind  drawn  forth 
^o  vilic  Friends*  Meetings  in   the  Province  of 
Munjier^  I  fet  forward  in  the  feventh  Month 
following,  accompanied  with  Richard  Guy  and 
'^ofhtia  Sttrangnmny  and  came  to  B/rr,  where  Birr. 
\ye  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends,  and  next  Day 
to  Limerick^   and  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Limerick. 
Friends,   and  on   the  Day  following,  yofhtia 
Strangman  returned  Home  5  but  I,  with  Rich- 
(ird  Guyy  went  to  Charkvil,  and  there  had  a  Charlevif, 
Meeting  with  Friends.     On  the  next  Day  to 
C^ork^  and  there  had  two  large  Meetings  on  the  Cork, 
iirft  Day  of  the  Week.     From  thence  we  went 
to  Bandon,    and   had   a   Meeting  there   with  l^andon. 
Friends,  fo  returned  to  Cork  j  and  from  thence 
in  Company  of  feveral  Friends  we  came  to 
Toughal  the  next  Day,    and  had   a  Meeting  Youghal. 
^hcre.     Friends  in  thofe  Places  (hewed  great 
£xprcflions  of  Gladnefs  to  fee  me  once  more 

among 
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aman^  them,  and  we  were  fweetly  refrefhed 
in  the  Lord  Jefos  Chrift,  and  one  in  another;' 
for  the  Lord's  refrelhing  Goodhefs  went  ialong 
in  that  Vilir,  and  I  had  many  fweet  comfort- 
able Opportunities  with  Friends  who  came  to 
fee  me,  befides  public  Meetings.  '  *"^ 

Now  at  Totighal  we  parted  with  Friends  in 
the  tendering  Power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  filled  oQr  Hearts  with  his  Goodnefs,  and  I 

Kikom-    with  Richard  Guy  v/ent  to  Kilcommonbeg  (fome 

monbeg.  PrJepcJs  of  Toughal  accompanying  us  over  the 
Mountains)  and  we  had  a  Meetirig  at  'JofJma 
FenneW  Houfe  with  Friends  of  that  Quarter  : 
Then  we  went  to  james  KKJjeW  Houfe,  about 

Tipperary  three  Miles  from  the  Town  of  Tipperaty^  and 
had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends  of  that  Part ; 
here  George  Rooke  from  Dublin  met  me,    and 

Clomnel,  vve  rode  to  Chnmely  and  had  a  Meeting  there 
with  Friends,  to  which  came  feveral  Friends, 
who  were  going  to  Mtinjier  Province-Meeting 

Water-     at  Waterford, 

ford. 

From  thence  we  went  in  Company  with 

them,    and  alighted  at  Carrick  at  an  Inn,  to 

refrefh  ourfelves  and  Horfes  ;  Soon  after  which 

W.  E  is  I  was  taken  with  a  violent  Griping,  exceffive 

T^keinvuh  Vomiting  and  Shaking  of  my  whole  Body,  fo 

liefs.       ^^^^  ^^  Ihook  the  Bed  I   lay  upon,  and  I  was 

not  fit  to  travel  that  Day  nor  the  next :  Thomai 

Pierce  and  Richard  Gii)\  both  fkilful  in  Phy- 

fick,  ftaid  with  me,   and  after  two  Days  Reft 

I  found  myfeif  much  eafier  j  thep  considering 
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tiie  Matter,  and  finding  Freedom  in  my  Spirit,   171 1. 
I  returned  homeward,   accompanied  with  my  ^>'V***> 

twjft  Frknds  aforeraid;  2ii' Ballinakil  Thomat 
T'iene^  left  me  and  went  homeward,  and  Rich- 
ard .Quy  accompanied  me  to  my  own  Dwel-  Returns 
ling^  This  Journey  was  above  t;wQ  hundred 
Miles,  ajad  1  then  about  eighty  three  Years  of 
Age.,. 

<  Aft^r  this,  when  I  had  refted  fome  Time  at 
Home,  and  kept  to  our  Meetings  for  the  Wor- 
lliip  of  God,  I  found  my  Body  fomething 
frelh,  and  able  to  travel  fome  (hort  Journies  in 
Truth's  Service,  and  Leinjier  Province-Meeting  proyiscc- 
being  at  CajUedermot,  I  went  thither.  When  Meeting 
the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over,  which  ^J^^' 
held  part  of  three  .Days,  I  returned  to  my, 
Houfe  and  Family,,  and  about  a  Week  aftef 
our  National  Ha.lf-Year's  Meeting  was  at  Dub^ 
lin,  in  the  ninth  Month  ;  and  I  went  thither 
in  Company  of  iome  Friends,  and  was  enabled 
to  anfwer  the  Service  required  of  me  in  that 
great  Meeting,  which  held  feveral  Days,  the 
Lord's  Power  being  eminently  manifefted  for 
the  Carrying  on  his  great  Work  of  a  compleat 
Reformation  in  the  Church  of  Chrift-,  and 
maintaining  of  his  Teftimony  both  in  Dodtrine 
and  Difcipline.  When  that  Meeting's  Service 
was  over  I  returned  to  my  Houfe,  and  kept  to 
our  Meetings,  as  ufually  I  had  done,  but  found 
my  Body  grow  weaker  and  weaker  in  divers 
Refpecls,  yet  my  Underftanding  found. 

Oar 
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1712.       Our   next   National    Half- Year's    Meeting 
J>^W^  being  at  Dublin^  as  ufual,  beginning  the  eighth 
Year's       ^^V  ^f  the  third  Month  17 12,  I  found  fome 
Meeting    Drawings  upon  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  and  in 
^^°"^^"- the  Faith  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  I  went  to 
that  Meeting,  where  there  was  a  great  Appear- 
ance of  Friends,    and  the  Service  of  Truth 
carried  on  in  great  Peace  and  Concord,   the 
Lord's  bleffed  Power  enabled  me  to  perform 
my  Part  of  the  Service  committed  to  me  in  that 
Meeting,    both  in  Dodlrine  and  Difcipline,  to 
He  taketh  his  Praife  and  my  Comfort.     Here  I  took  my 
his  Leave  Leave  of  Friends,  never  expecting  to  fee  their 
^Friends  p^^gg  any  more   in   that  Place.     When  the 
Service  of  that  great  Meeting  was  over,  which 
held  about  three  Days,  in  the  Worfhip  of  God 
and  Church  Difcipline,   I  went  to  my  own 
Houfe,  in  Company  of  my  Son  Tryal  Kdmund'^ 
Jon  and  Richard  Eves,    and  found  my  Body 
could  not  endure  to  travel,    being  now  near 
eighty  five  Years  old. 
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SECT.    XXXi 
A 

SUPPLEMENT, 

Sewral  weighty  Expr^J/Ion^  df 
William  Edmundson  on 
his  Death-Bed^  with  d  Irief  Ac* 
count  of  his  T)eath  and  Burial, 

i^Tp  H  I  S    worthy    Eldet  after   his  Return    17 fa, 
JL     Home,  as  abovefaid,  attended  Meetings  n-^'V^ 
there-away,  whilft  of  Ability  of  Body^    alio 

'  read  over  his  Journal  and  other  Papers,  and  on 

\*he  Day  before  he  took  his  Bed,  was  at  a  Burial 
negr  his  own  Dwelling,  at  Friends'  Burying- 
Place  in  %ineel,  v/here  he  bore  a  living  Tefti»* 
mony  to  Friends  and  Neighbours  prefent, 
advifmg  all  ^0  Jitake  ready  jor  jtich  a  T'ime  as 

^hat,  viz.  Deaths  &c.  and  exhorting  young 
People  "To  beware  of  Pride  and  Height  j  which 
Tcftimony,  though  fliort,  was  very  reaching,- 
a  good  Power  attending,  and  concluded  in 
iweet  and  fervent  Prayer  to  the  Lord. 


The    JOUR  N  A  L    of 

Next  Day,    being  the  fecond  of  the  fixth 
Fvlonth,  a  few  Hours  after  he  had  fmifhed  the 
V  Reading  of  his  Writings  for  Truth's  Service,  he 

took  his  Bed  of  the  Ilnefs  whereof  he  died,  and 
having  his  Will  aUered  according  to  his  Mind, 
he  faid,  He  was  willing  to  die,  and  well  fatisfied 
to  go  out.  of  this  trouhlejome  Worlds  jor  his  Day's 
Work  was  fnified. 

On  the  fourth  of  the  faid  Month  he  faid  to 

Friends  prefent,  /  find  my  Legs  fail  me^  and 

it's  tedious  to  die  upward^    defirijig   the  Lord 

would  make  his  Pajfage  eafy.     And   requefting 

Friends,  'That  his  IVill  might  be  perjormedy  and 

the  Subftance  of  his  fournal  no  way  altered ;  and 

n"hi^P;i.  I  defire^  (aid  he,  if  a7iy  Friend  have  a  Paper* 

miaa*?d^"^  //j.^/^  7  wrote  to  the  Bijhop  of  Kildare,  Jhewing 

could  not  ;;7y  Reafons  for  leaving  their  Church,  it  may  be 

^^J^^^'^'^^^  taken  Care  of,  and  Jeveral  other  Papers  ;  par^ 

lie  wrote  ticiilarhj  thofe  that  I  wrote  in  Jamaica.     And 

mjnniajca  fQQn  gfte^  faid,  Lord  jefus  Chrijl^  thou  great 

:iie!y  fol-  Phy.flcian,  look  upon  fne^  who  canfl  cure  me,  I 

low  this    had   rather  die   than  live,     Andthat    Night 

'^mat^'     heing  very  ill  and  full  of  Pain,  he  was  defirous 

to  go  to  Bed,  which  was  prepared  for  him, 

and  when  helped  towards  it,  he  kneeled  down 

on  the  Bedfide,  ind  was  enabled  in  the  midft 

of  his  Extremity  to  call   upon  God,    to  the 

Comfort. and   Satisfaction  of  Friends  prefent, 

befeeching  the  Lord,,  To  abate  in  fome  Meafure 

the  Bit t erne fs  oj  the  Pain  that  lay  on  him,  which 

in   a  great   Degree  was  anfwered,  for  though 

he  got  little  Sleep  that  Night,   yet  lay  for  the 

mofl 
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moft  Part  pretty  eafy  and  quiet  ;  towards 
Morning,  being  in  a  very  tender  Frame  of 
Spirit,  he  was  truly  thankful  to  God  for  his 
Mercy  and  Goodnefs,  and  did  blefs,  praife 
and  magnify  his  great  Name  for  the  fame, 
defiring  thofe  prefent  to  praife  the  Lord  alfo 
*on  his  Behalf. 

On  the  fifth  Day  of  the  faid  Month,  there 
being  fome  Friends  in  the  Room,  fitting  quiet- 
ly by  him,  he  defired  their  Prayers  jor  him^ 
for  he  was  weak,  and  not  able  to  undergo  much  : 
Soon  after  which  he  got  a  little  Sleep,  and 
when  he  awoke,  afked,  IVere  Friends  gone  ^ 
He  was  afked,  How  he  did  ?  He  faid,  Fery 
weak.  Then  befought  the  Lord  to  this  Effed  : 
Forget  not  thy  wonted  Mercies^  but  mitigate 
theje  Pains,  if  it  be  thy  Willy  and  (land  not  at  a 
Diftance  in  this  ^ime  of  Need :  1  pray  tbee, 
O  Lord  I  Touch,  one  Touch  with  thy  Finger, 
and  cure  all.  And  a  little  after  ordered  where 
his  Grave  fhould  be  made,  and  gave  necelTary 
Advice  and  Charge  to  his  Children. 

On  the  fixth  Day  of  the  faid  Month,  he  ex- 
prefTed  to  fome  Friends  his  Concern  and  Trou^ 
ble  of  Mind,  becaufe  of  Pride  and  Height  that 
young  People  were  gone  into,  far  wide  from  the 
Humility  and  Plainnejs  that  Truth  led  Frie?ids 
into  in  the  Beginning  -,  and  faid,  one  examples 
another  therein.  And  his  Spirit  feemed  bur- 
thened  under  a  Senfe  thereof.  At  Night  when 
he  went  to  Bed,  he  renewed  his  Supphcation 
R  r  a  to 
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17 12.  to  the  Lord,  Not  to  Jorget  his  wonted  Kindnejl 
V'-^^V'^  towflrdi  himy  &c. 

On  the  feventh  Inftant  he  faid  to  his  Wife, 
J  am  now  clear  of  the  World  and  the  Things  of 
it.     And  to  Friends  who  came  to  vifit  him 
that  Afternoon,  he  faid,  Friends^  you  would  do 
well  to  retire  to  the  Lord.     And  after  a  Time 
of  filent  Waiting,    he   prayed  fervently  unto 
God  to  their  great  Comfort,   and  though  the 
Fains  and  Extremity  of  his  Diftemper  were 
great,    yet  he  bore  it  patiently  ;    and   divert 
Friends  from  feveral  Parts  coming  to  fee  him, 
he  frequently  declared  his  zealous  Concern  for 
Truth's  Prosperity,  and  Promotion  of  its  Go- 
verment  in  the  Churches  of  Chrift,  That  not 
only  thofe  who  were  peculiarly  concerned  as  Elders 
in  the  Difcipline  and  Overjight  of  the  Churchy 
fl:oiild  be  Juch   as   were   rightly   qualified  and 
gifted  for  that  Service,  Men  of  Truth,  fearing 
God  and  hating  Covetoufnefs  ;  ht^t  alfo  that  all 
wh  were  admitted  into  a  clo/e  Communiony  as 
Members  of  Men  and  Wometi  s-MettingSy  fhoiild 
he  JubjeSi  to  Truthy  and  walk  agreeable  thereto 
in  the  whole  Courfe  of  their  Converfation.     And 
when  luch  came  to  vilit  him,  who  had  not 
been   fubjedt  to  thofe  wholfome  Rules,   efta- 
blifhed  in   the  Church  for   good   Order  and 
Difcipline,  he  did  not  fpare  to  admonifh  and 
reprove  them  in  the  Authority  of  Truth,  an4 
for  their  Good, 

Gn 
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On  the  tenth  Inftant  at  Night,  he  being  in  17 12. 
]SL  heavenly  Frame  and  Concern  of  Mind,  dif-  ^-^-V*^. 
cernable  to  thofe  near  him,  he  fpake  thus  : 
lieaien  and  Earthy  Sea  and  dry  Land,  and  all 
things  fiall  be  (haken  ;  nothing  mufl  Jiand,  hut 
what  is  according  to  the  Will  of  God :  So  look  to 
it  Friends,  And  fomc  Time  after  faid  to  this 
EfFe<St  :  1  lie  here  under  Pain^  and  would  fain 
be  removed',  but  1  am  like  one  that  purfues 
Deaths  and  it  flees  from  me^  although  1  fee  not 
wherefore  my  Time  Jhould  be  prolonged^  wy 
natural  Farts  being  decayed  \  neither  Jee  1  any 
Thing  I  have  left  undone^  which  tl^  Lord  required 
of  me,  when  1  had  Strength  and  Ability,  or  that 
the  Lord  chargcth  me  with  any  Negledi  or 
Tranfgrejflon, 

On  the  eighteenth,  as  he  lay,  he  fpake  thus 
to  fome  prefent :  1  have  Ibmething  to  jay  to  you ^ 
if  you  have  Ears  to  hear  it,  the  Spirit  of  Vanity 
is  let  loofi,  the  Lord  fufl'ers  it,  and  ifs  like  to 
make  a  Separation,  At  another  Time,  he  faid 
to  fome  intimate  Friends  prefent :  There  are 
wonderful  Things  tQ  be  done,  the  Lord  hath  a 
mighty  Work  to  do,  that  mufl  he  gone  through^ 
fnd  there  b?  few  that  fee  through  it. 

Several  other  weighty  jExpreflions  dropped 
from  the  Mouth  of  our  faid  dear  and  ancient 
Friend  in  the  Time  of  his  Sicknefs,  fome  of 
which  are  inferted   in  the  Teftimonies  given 

forth  by  Friends,  who  vifited  him  near  his  End, 
and  were  Eye  and  Ear-WitnelTes  thereof. 

To 
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1712.      To  conclude:   Though  it  maybe  fuppofed 
divers  of  the  Author's  laft  Sayings  were  not 
committed  to  Writing,  which,  if  remembered, 
might  have  been  worthy  thereof ;   yet  what  is 
here  coUedied  may  demonftrate  his  Zeal  for 
the  Glory  of  God  and  Welfare  of  Sion  to  his 
Latter-end  ;    who,    after   about   one  Month's 
Sicknefs  and  Pain  of  Body,  fomewhat  (harp  to 
bear  at  Times,  having  Run  the  Race  with  Pa- 
tience^ and  kept  the  Faitlo,  departed  this  Life  in 
fweet  Peace  with  the  Lord,  in  Unity  with  his 
Brethren,    and   Good- Will  to   all  Men,    the 
thirty  firft  Day  of  the  lixth  Month  17 12,  being 
near  eighty  five  Years  old,  and  was  buried  the 
fourth  Day  of  the  feventh  Month  following, 
in  Friends'  Burying-Place  at  I'ineel,    near  his 
own  late  Dwelling-Place,   being  accompanied 
to   the   Grave   by  many  Friends  and  others 
from  feveral  Parts,  where  divers  Teftimonies 
were  born  from  a  lively  Senfe  of  his  manifold 
Services,  Perils  and  Labours  of  Love,  both  in 
this  Nation  and  Iflands  abroad  ;  after  which  his 
Body  was  decently  interred,  but  his  Memorial 
lives  among  the  Righteous. 
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j4n  ET  I  ST  LE  to  Friends, 
v/ritten  in  Jamaica. 

Dear  F  R  i  E  n  d  s, 

AS  you  have  received  and  believed  in  the  1671. 
precious  Truth,  fo  live  and  walk  in  it  to  v-^^-yv-/ 
God's  Glory,  and  walk  upright  in  the  Freedom 
and  Liberty  of  the  Truth  and  Gofpel  of  Peace, 
in  which  you  will  have  Peace  with  God  ;  and 
go  not  back  into  the  Liberty  of  the  World,  for 
that  will  bring  you  into  Bondage,  and  the  old 
Leaven  will  fteal  in  by  little  and  little,    that 
leavens  into  the  Love  of  the  World,  and  draws  Love  of 
from  the  Love  of  God,   and  hinders  the  In-  ?/^^°^^^ 
-comes  of  his  Love  in  your' Hearts  and  Souls,  from  the 
and  draws  the  Mind  into  great  Incumbrances  ^^  <^^ 
and  Affections  into  Things  b^ow,    to  mind    °  '   , 

earthlv 
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167 1,  earthly  Things  more  than  heavenly  Things^ 

^^'^'^V'^  and  becomes  a  Yoke  of  Bondage,   and  will 

make  you  look  down  into  the  Earth,  and  keep 

you  from  looking  up  to  the  Lord,  who  faith. 

In  the      Look  unto  me.     And  fo  all  ftand  faft  and  firm 

We"\^s   ^"    ^^^  Freedom  and  Liberty  of   the  bleffed 

true'^Free- Truth  :    Let  none  lofe  the  heavenly  Image, 

dcm.        ie{\  tjie  Earth   and  earthly  Image  fteal  in  and 

come  over  again  ;    and  as  the  Grave  fwallow 

up,  and  like  Thorns  choak  all  that  which  is 

good,    and  fo  ftain  and  fpoil  the  Beauty  and 

Comelinefs,  which  you  have  in  the  everlafting 

Truth. 

Friends,  I  fay,  In  the  Name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  Shake  yoiirfehes  from  the  Du(i^  and  from 
the  Earthy  as  being  quickened  and  raifed  from 
the  Grave,  and  from  the  Earth  by  the  Spirit 
and  Power  of  the  Lord,  and  few  not  among 
Thorns,  but  plow  up  the  Fallow-Ground,  and 
keep  a  diligent  Hand  at  the  Plow,  that  as  the 
Ax  hath  cut  down  the  Branches,  fo  the  Plow 
might  tear  up  the  Roots,  that  the  Roots  of 
Govetouf-  Corruption,  Earthly-mindednefs  and  Covet- 
nefs  an  oufnefs,  which  is  the  Root  of  all  Evil,  and 
evil  Root,  ^j^^  Root  of  Bitternefs  be  not  left  unrooted  oul 
through  Negledl ;  and  fo  thofe  old  Roots  fprout 
and  fpring  up  again,  and  run  over  and  choak 
the  Good,  and  make  the  Field,  Garden  and 
Plantation  unfruitful  to  God.  Muft  not  his 
People  be  as  a  fruitful  Field,  and  as  a  pleafant 
Garden  to  bring  forth  much  Fruit,  to  be  a 
fweet  Smell  and  a  fweet  Savour  ?   And  fo,  ail 

Friends^ 


Friends,    fee  that  your  Fields,    Gardens  arid    1671* 
Plantations  be  kept  clean,  and  the  Roots  hacked  v-or^/ 
up  as  well  as  the  Branches  j    that  you  may 
flourifli  in  the  New-Covenant,  as  the  Field  of 
the  Lord,    and   as  his  Garden,    give  a  fweet 
Smell  and  Savour  of  Life  unto  Life,    and  of 
Death  unto  Death  ;   and  as  his  fruitful  Planta- 
tion, bring  forth  much  Fruit  to  his  Praife  and  Good 
Glory,    who  is  the  chief  Planter  and   chief  ^i^"'J^' 
Workman,   that  he  may  delight  to  dwell   in  God. 
his  Field  and  Plantation,   dnd  to  walk  in  his 
Garden,  and  to  water  it  in  due  Seafon,  arid  not 
have   Caafe  to  rejedt  or   caft  out  any,    as  a 
withered  and  unfruitful  Branch,  through  Vn-* 
worthinefs* 

Let  all  walk  worthy  of  God's  LoVe,  Vifita-. 
tion  and  Mercies  every  Way,  and  take  heed  of 
turning   again   unto   fuch  Things,    as  Truth 
judged,  led  out  of,  and  caufed  us  to  deny  at 
the  firft,  in  Trading  and  otherwife  ;  for  Tiuth  Trntii 
changes  not  :    Therefore  keep  the  firft  Love,  ^^ngef 
and  Principles,    fpotlefs  and   blamelefg  in  the 
Sight  of  God  and  Man,    and  remember  that 
the  Children  of  Ifrae/,  whom  God   took  by 
the  Hand  to  bring  them  from  the  Bondage  of 
Egypt^  and  to  give  them  the  Land  of  Promife, 
how  many   of  the  firfl:  Generation  fell,    and 
came  fliort  by  looking  back  through  Unbelief, 
and  tenipting  and  grieving  the  Lord  in   the 
Day  and  Time  of  their  Trial.      Alfo  Lofs  ^f'^ 
Wife,  who  looked  back,  was  fet  for  an  Ex-  ExamS, 
ample  :  And  arc  not  we  a  kind  of  Firfl-Fruits, 

Sf  and 
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1 67 1,  and  a  Generation  whom  God  hath  viflted,  and 
^-^^v*^  taken  by  the  Hand  to  redeem  from  the  Earth, 
and  from  the  World,  after  a  long  Night  of 
Apoftacy  and  Falling  away  ?  So  all  take  heed 
and  be  circumfped:  j  for  there  is  much  upon 
my  Spirit  concerning  thefe  Things,  hard  to  be 
uttered,  and  harder  to  be  born  by  fome.  See 
that  none  leave  either  Hoof  or  Horn  in  Egypt, 
for  then  the  Mind  will  be  towards  it. 

Therefore  all  arife,  and  come  forth  with  the 

All  we     Seed  Royal,  that  all  we  have  may  be  in  the 

b^^  c  ^nk-  ^^^^  °^  ^^^^  Lord,  as  an  Offering  and  Sacrifice 

crated  to  to  him,  which  is  but  a  realbnable  Service :  For 

the  Lord,  ^g  are  but  Stewards  of  what  we  have,   and 

muft  give  an  Account  to  God  ;  wherefore  take 

heed  oF  being  linked  and  married  to  your  Shops, 

and  Trades  or  Merchandize,  whereby  you  are 

incumbered,  lett  and  hindered  from  coming  to 

Meeting,  ferving  the  Lord  and  doing  his  Work, 

as  though  your  Work  and   Bufinefs  muft  be 

done  firft,  and  the  Lord's  the  laft*    Would  not 

you  blame  and  be  angry  with  your  Servants, 

that  would  prefer  and  do  their  own  Work  and 

Bufinefs  before  yours,   and  be  fo  incumbered 

and  bufy  therein,  that  your  Bufinefs  is  negled^- 

ed  ?    Be  ye  therefore  careful   that  the  Lord's 

And  his    Bufinefs  be  firft  done,  and  his  Truth  and  Con- 

Uork       cerns  thereof  preferred   before   all,    that  you 

before  our  may  receive  an  Anfwer  from  the  Lord  of  f^e/l 

cwn,        {lone,  good  and  faithful  Servafits.    For  if  any  be 

linked   and  married  to  the  World,  and  to  the 

Earth,  their  Shops,  Merchandize  or  Trading, 

and 
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and  Have  their'DeiightS  there  :  How  then  are  1671. 
they  Gdcl*s  Freemen  and  Chrift's  Sp6ute7'mlr^  ^^^/"^^ 
ried  to  him  ?  Mud  not  they,  who  are  married 
to  Chfrfl:,  be  freed  from  the  World  and  from 
the  Earth  throngh  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  the 
Power  of  God,  and  walk  as  Freemen,  having 
the  Earth  uRder  thetn,  and  not  over  Them  ? 

Be  ye  therefore  good  Merchant-Men,  prize 
the  precious  Truth,    the  precious  Pearl,   and  TlieTntth 
the  Preferment  of  it  above  all,  that  the  Love  pe^i/" 
of  the  Vv^orld  and  of  the  Earth  enter  not,  and 
work  as  the  old  Leaven,  by  which  the  Streams 
of  God's  free  Love  in  your  Hearts  may  be 
flopped.    Ail  prize  the  Love  of  God,  and  walk 
worthy  of  it,  who  as  a  tender  Father  gave  his 
Son  for  us,  even  the  Son  of  his  Love,  whom  God's 
he  hath  made  Heir  of  all  Things,    that  we  l''^'''^.^^, 
through  him  may  be  Heirs  of  an  everlafting  j^  giving; 
Inheritance,  and  not  go  after  other  Lovers,  or  imSciu 
have  the  Heart  carried  away  with  therri,  that 
will  not  ftand  in  ftead,    nor  can  fave  in  the 
needful  Time. 


Jamaica,  tlie  24th  of  the 
Twelfth  Month  167 u 


William  Edmundson, 


S  f  2  Pari 
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Tart  of  a  LETTER,  to  his  Wife. 

HAVE  had  feveral  Meetings  here  with 
Friends,  and  the  Lord's  heavenly  Prefence 
with  us,   and   nnany  well  refreshed.     I  defire 
that  all  may  be  careful  of  God's  Honour,  and 
the  Fame  of  his  bleffed  Truth,  which  is  more 
than  all,  that  Occafion  be  not  given  whereby 
Truth  may  be  evil  fpoken  of.     My  Love  is  tq 
all  our  Children  with  thee  ;   and  my  Define 
and  Charge  to  them  is,    To  J  ear  God,  love  his 
Truth  and  People,  and  love  one  another  -,  live  in 
Peace,  and  walk  Jcberly  to  all  -,  for  the  Fear  of 
God  will  keep  their  Hearts  clean,  and  by  it  they 
will  learn   Wifdom  towards  God    and   Men, 
which  will  adorn  and  commend  theqi  before 
Men,  and  in  the  End  produce  both  Peace  and 
Comfort.     My  dear  and  tiue  Love  is  to  thee, 
as  a  true  and  faithful  Hufband,    which  thoa 
may  ft  afllire  thyfelf  of,  where  ever  I  am,    or 
however  I  may  be  difpofed  of  ;  and  my  tender 
Love  is  to  all  honeft-hearted  Friends,   as  if  | 
named  them,  and  reft 

Xby  loving  Hufband, 

William  Eomunjdison. 
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LETTER 

OF 

EXAMINATION 

T  O    A  L  L 

Who  have  afTumed  the  Place  of  Shepherds, 
Herdfmen,  and  Overfeers  of  the  Flocks  of 
People  of  all  Sorts  in  Chriftendom^  to  fee  if 
your  Accounts  be  ready,  and  what  Order 
the  Flocks  be  in  :  With  a  few  Lines  of 
good  News  to  the  feveral  Flocks. 


Wo  be  tQ  the  Shepherds  tliat  feed  tliemfclves,  fliould  not  the 
Shepherds  feed  the  Flocks  ?  Ye  eat  the  Fat,  and  yecJoath 
witli  the  Wool ;  ye  kill  them  that  are  fed  ;  but  ye  feed  not 
the  Flocks.  Thp  Difeafed  have  ye  not  llrengthened,  neither 
have  ye  healed  that  which  was  fick  ;  neitlier  have  ye  bound 
up  that  which  was  broken  ;  neither  have  ye  brought  back  that 
which  was  driven  away  ;  neither  have  ye  fought  tliat  which 
was  loft  :  But  with  Force  and  Cruelty  liave  ye  ruled  them, 
and  they  were  fcatt?red,  Ezck.  xxxiv,  2,  3,  4,  5. 

Therefore  I  come  agninft  the  Shepherds,  faith  the  Lord  :  I  will 

require  my  Sheep  at  their  Hands :   And  caufe  them  to  ceafe 

from  feeding  the  Sheep  ;   neither  fliall  the  Shepherds  feed 

themfelyes  any  more  ;  for  I  will  deliver  my  Sheep  from  their 

.  Mout}is,  that  they  may  not  be  Meat  for  them,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  10. 


COME   all  you  (that  have  afllimed  the   1672. 
Title    of)    Shepherds,     Overfeers,     and  yY>^ 
Herdfmen  of  the  Flocks  of  People  of  all  Sorts 
}n  CbriflendQfT^i   you  have  had  the  Overfight, 

Herding 
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1672.  Herding  and  Ordering  of  the  Multitudes  of. 
People  tor  a  Long  Time  5  and  the  Lord  hath 
been  as  a  Man  in  a  far  Country^  but  now  he 
is  coming  to  call  you  to  Account,  and  will 
require  the  Flocks  at  your  Hands  ;  the  Time 
is  near  that  you  muft  give  Account  of  your 
Charge,  and  receive  a  Recompence  of  Reward 
from  him  according  to  your  Deeds. 

This  is  a  Warning  to  you  all,  to  have  your 
Accounts  ready,  and  fee  that  the  Flocks  be  in 
good  Order,  and  that  Nothing  be  wanting; 
for  you  will  not  have  any  to  meddle  with  the 
Flocks  but  yourfelves,  therefore  at  your  Hands 
the  Lord  will  require  them. 

Have  you  kept  a  diligent  Watch  Night  and 
Day,  with  Carefulnefs  for  their  Souls  ?   Have 
your  Locks  been  wet  with  the  Dew,  and  the 
Gen.  51.  Hairs  of  your  Heads  with  the  Frofls,  to  pre- 
^°'  ferve  their  Feet  in  the  Way  of  Peace,  from  the 

Siiepiierds  Devourcr,  and  out  of  all  filthy  unclean  Ways  ? 
watcii  and  Have  you  been  as  good  Examples  before  the 
be  good  feveral  Flocks  in  all  Things,  walking  before 
tompies.  ^j^^^^  ^g  go^^  Patterns  ? 

Have  ye  led  them  to  the  Paf^ures  of  Life, 
and  fed  them  in  due  Seafon  ?  Or  have  ye  not 
played  the  carelefs  idle  Shepherds,  fitting  in 
your  fat  Places,  and  lying  upon  your  loft 
Pillows  at  Eafe,  feeding  with  the  Fat,  and 
fporting  yourfelves  in  your  Day  and  Time, 
whilfi:  the  feveral  poor  Flocks  go  aft  ray  in  the 

By-Path^ 
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By-Paths,  and  are  fcattered  in  the  barren  WII-   1672. 
dernefs,  as  Sheep  wanting  a  Shepherd,  and  as  ^^V^ 
a  People  without  their  Guide,  where  their  poor 
Souls  are  ftarved  for  Want  of  the  Bread  of  Life  ? 
Have  ye  led  the  feveral  Flocks  to  the  Fountain 
of  living  Mercies  and   Well-Spring  of  Life, 
where  they  might  drink  freely,  without  Money, 
and  thereby  be  refreflied,  and  all  become  fruit- 
ful and  none  barren,  as  the  Flocks  in  Solomons  Ch.  6.  j. 
Song  ;  or  are  they  not  dried  up  Head  and  Tail 
for  Want  of  the  Springs  of  Life,  and  fo  un- 
fruitful in  any  Thing  that  is  good  ?  Have  not 
you  alfo  in  this  Condition  led  and  driven  them, 
by  your  Example  and  Perfuafion,  to  the  dirty  Evil  Ex- 
Puddles  and  Kennels  of  Sin  and  Uncleannefs?^'"P^.2"4 
Have-not  you  (the  pretended)  Herdfmen  of  all  ^e°r?iS?- 
Sorts,  perfuaded  the  Flocks,  that  this  is  what  nicioiu. 
they  muft  drink  and   lick  up,  whilft  on  t^iis 
Side  the  Grave  ?    And  are  not  your  Flocks  (as 
you  call  them)  by  that  Means  fallen  into  grofs 
Difeafes,  as  Rottennefs  of  Heart,  Unfoundnefs 
of  Mind,  Blindnefs  and  Deafnefs,  from  feeing 
their  Salvation,  and  hearing  the  Voice  of  the 
Lord   Jefus  ?    And   are  they   not    fallen   into 
Lamenefs  of  Feet  and  Hands  ?   And  cannot 
walk  upright  in  the  jufi  Mans  Patb^  which  is  Prov.  4, 
a  fJnning  Lights    but  ftumble  at  it ;    nor  can  *^' 
they  handle  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit^  which  is  Eph.  6. 
the  Word  of  God  ;    by  which  they  fliould  war  ^^* 
againft  the  Man  of  Sin^  and  break  down  his 


ftrong  Holds. 


And 
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J672*       And  by  drinking  Iniquity,    Sin,   and  Un- 

'^i/'">n^  cleannefs,   are  not  all  the  Flocks  fallen  into 

grofs  Difeafes  ?   That  there  is  no  Health  in 

theni,    and  become  weak  and  feeble  in  the 

Faith,  wherein   they  fliould  refift   the  Devil, 

and  overcome  him  :  And  have  loft  their  Tafte, 

Smell  and  Savour  in  the  Things  of  God  ;   fo 

that  every  Thing  that  is  feafoned  with  his  Spirit 

and  Power,  becon^es  loathfome  to  their  Tafte, 

by  Reafon   of   the   Difeafes   and   Rottenncfs, 

Mat.  5.    wanting  Salt  in  themfelves  to  favour  withal, 

*5-  by  which  they  ftiould  be  a  fweet  Savour  of  3 

fweet  fmelling  Sacrifice  to  God,  and  be  able  to 

Eom.  8.   feafon   the  Earth,     And  through  Want  of  itj 

2»j  22.    jg  j^Qr  the  Earth  corrupt,    and  the  Creation 

burdened  ?    Doth  it  not  groan,  and  wait  to  be 

delivered  from  under  that  Bondage  ? 

See  now  what  you  have  in  your  Flocks  (as 
you  call  them)  to  offer  to  the  Lord,  that  may 
find  Acceptance  with  him  :  Will  he  accept  of 
Mai  1.    the  Unclean,  Sick,  Lame  or  Blind  ?   Muft  not 
E^'hef^'     ^^^  Churchy  that  is  prefented  to  God,  be^without 
27.    '      Spot^  IVr inkle,  or  a?iyjuch  ^hi?ig  ?  And  Nothing  ' 
that   is   unclean  can   enter   into   his  Kingdom » 
Have  you.  Shepherds  and  Herdfmen  (fo  called) 
of  all  Sorts,    looked  carefully  to  the  feveral 
Flocks,   to  keep  them  from  the  Spots  of  the 
World  ?   Or  are  they  not  run  all  over  from 
Head  to  Tail  with  a  Scab,  as  a  Leprofy  F  And 
have  not  you  played  the  lazy  Shepherds,  that 
look  no  better  to  the  Flocks  ?   Or  the  Sophifters, 
who  have  faid,   l^hat  you  have  the  Care  and 

Cure 
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Cure  of  Souls,  and  that  you  are  the  Phyficiam  \  1672. 
and  yet  your  Flocks  (as  you  call  them)  fall  vx'>r"^ 
into  fuch  grofs  Difeafes  and  Unclean nefs  ?  Arc 
not  you  the  carelefs  Shepherds,  and  Phyficians  Mark  5. 
of  no  Value  ?    Would  not  you  blame  and  be  ^^* 
angry  with  the  Herddnen  of  your  Flocks,  and 
require  your  Flocks  at  their  Hands,  or  throw 
them  into  Prilon  till  they  made  Satisfadion,  if 
they  dealt  fo  badly  with  you,  concerning  your 
Flocks  and  Herds  ?  And  will  not  the  Lord  do 
fo  by  you  ?  Is  it  not  reafonablc,  juft  and  equal, 
that  he  require  the  Flocks  at  your  Hands  ?  For 
you   have  been  well   paid  for  the  looking  to 
them,  as  you  very  well  know,  and  the  Nations 
can  witnefs. 

Have  you  kept  one  certain   Voice,   as  the  Jolm  ^o* 
good   Shepherd  doth,    that   the  Sheep   might  ^  *^  '^* 
hear  bis  Voice  and  come  together,  and  not  ftray 
or  ftraggle,  and  fall  into  Pits  ?    Or  have  not 
your  Voices  been  variable  and  changeable  as 
the  Wind,    and   giving  an   uncertain   Sound  ? 
And  your  Flocks  (as  you  call  them)  never  find  shepherds 
a,  certain  Voice  among  you  ;    fo  are  fcattered  ^iouid 
into  Se(^s,  Divifions  and  Parties,    pufhing  one  ^^.j^:^^ 
another  with  Head,  Horn,  Arm  and  Shoulder  Vcice. 
into  the  Pit  and  Mire,  inftead  of  helping  one 
another  out  of  the  Mire,  and  out  of  the  Pit, 

Again,  have  you  been  careful  to  count  the  Gen.  \u 
Flocks  Morning  and  Evening,  as  the  Shepherds  q^p^ji^j 
ought   to  do,    and   ufually  do,    that  none  be  count  and 
wanting  ?    Or  have  you   neglected  this  Duty  ^^^^  ^^"'* 

T  t  alfo,  Flocks. 
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1672.  alfo,  fave  at  fleecing  Times ;  like  the  Hireling,-" 
<''"\^~^  vvbo  caies  not  for  the  Flocks,  but  for  the'^ 
Fleece  ?  Have  you  endeavoured  to  keep  the'** 
Flocks,  that  you  (pretend  to)  be  Overfeers  of, 
well  marked,  with  the  Lamb's  Mark  in  their 
1^^^'- '4.'- Foreheads,  that  they  may  be  known  that  they 
\-^  '*  are  his  ?  For  if  they  be  not,  but  marked  with 
another  Mark,  will  he  not  lay,  Depart,  I 
know  ye  not  ?  Have  you  acquainted  the  Flocks 
with  the  Fold  of  Peace  and  Safety,  and  to 
come  into  it  gently,  and  reft  in  Meeknefs  and 
Quietnefs  ?  Or  have  you  not  been  negligent, 
and  they  grown  wild,  as  the  wild  Goats  upon 
the  Mountains,  and  as  Bullocks  unaccuftomed 
to  the  Yoke,  and  as  Heifers  fnuOing  up  the 
Wind  ? 

Have  not"  you  left  the  Office  of  a  Shepherd, 

ilmitci  .>iand  are  not  many  of   you  turned  Hunters,   who 

il;clLvk    \.^^^^  ii^e   Lord's  little  Flock,   which   he  hath 

gathered  by  his  Power  into  his  Sprit,  and   put 

under  the  Hand    of  the   true   Shepherd,    that 

feeds  them   in  d^\.\<z  Seafon  ?    Do.  not  you  hunt 

them  as  a  Partridge,  and  make  it  your  Game 

snd  Sport  to  fpoil   and  deOiroy  them,    as  the 

/^d- 2-.    Flock  of  your  Prey,  and  prepare  your  Tongues 

29-  5°-     pji^e  Bows,    and    your  Words   like  Arrows,    to 

delfroy  and   cut   them  oiT,    whom  you   know 

by  the  Shepherd's  Mark,   from  all  the  Flocks' 

in  Chriftendom^   lo  called  ? 

2  Tim.  :?.      And  do  you  not  (Hunter-like)  found  your 
1  to  9.      Horns  of  Envy  and  Perfccution,  to  awaken  and 

ftir 
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ftlr   up  all  of  like  Mind  and  Spirit  wiih  yoii,    1672. 
to  hunt   and  fpoil  the  Lord's  little  Flock,    as  -^'"v"-' 
though  they  were  not  worthy  to  feed  and   live  Act'- 2^;, 
upon  the  Earih,   with  the   red  of  the  Flocks  ;  ^^'■>' 
or  as  if  the   Earth,  were  yours,    and    not  the 
Lord's  ;    and  that  he  might  not  have   a  Flock 
upon  Ea.th,  as  well   as  you,  or  as  though  he 
had  no  Right,   but  all  w«re  yours  ?   And  think 
you  that  the  Lord  fecth    not  this,    and  will  it 
not  kindle  his  Wxatli,   and   liaften  him  to  call 
you  to  an  Account,  and  reward  you  according 
to  your  Works  ? 

And  may  not  he  juftly  hunt  yi)u,  who  have 
been  the  chief  Hunters  ol  his,  and  prepare  his 
Bow  and  Arrows  againft  you,  and  mark  you 
out,  and  make  you  a  Hiding,  and  a  By-word  Jer.  23, 
to  the  Nations  ?  And  is  it  not  jud  for  him  to  '  ^^^  "^^ 
take  the  Flocks  from  you,  who  have  been 
carelefs,  and  neglecfled  your  Service  and  Duty  ; 
and  now  will  not  let  his  Flock  be  quiet,  but 
rend  and  tear  them  ?  is  it  not  Juftice  and 
Equity  for  him  to  rend  the  Flocks  from  you, 
aod  redeem  them  from  your  Mouths,  who 
will  not  fuffer  his  to  receive  the  Law  at  his. 
Mouth,  whom  he  hath  ordained  a  Prieji  for 
ever,  and  whoje  Lips  prejerve  Knowledge  ? 

Will  not  the  juft  Principle  in  you  anfwer  to 
his  Judice,  when  it  comes  upon  you  with 
Equity  to  take  the  Flocks  from  you,  and  lay 
you  adde,  and  gather  the  Flocks,  and  put  them 
under  the  Hand  of  his  Son,  Christ  Jesus,  the 
'   T  t  3  good" 
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1672.  good  Shepherd  ;  who  will  bring  them  to  the 
yp*''"^  frcfh  Paftures  of  Life,  and  feed  them  in  due 
II  to  17.  Seafon,  and  caufe  them  to  hear  his  Voice,  and 
The  Bene  l^now  it,   and  to  his  Fold,  and  lie  down  in  it  in 
6heep  of ^  Quietneis,  Mceknefs  and  Patience,  where  none 
ChrilVs     (hall  make  them  afraid  ;   pre(erving  from  the 
rp!4.        Storm,  and  from  the  Htat,  and  bring  them  to 
the  Well  of  clean  Water,   and  Fountain  of 
living  Mercies,  and  caufe  them  to  wafli  and  be 
clean,  and  to  drink  and  be  refrefhed,  that  they 
may  no  longer  be  barren  in  Fruits  of  Holinefs, 
but  bring  forth   to  God's  Glory,    and  anoint 
Rpv.  3.     their   Eyes   with   Eye-Salve,    and    open   their 
'^'  blind  Eyes  ?   Then  they  will  fee  you   to   be 

blind  Guides,  and  blefs  the  Lord  that  redeems 
them   from   you.      He   alfo    will   give   them 
palfam  and  precious  Ointment,  even  the  Virtue 
that  goes  out  of  him,  the  good  Phyficlan  that 
will  cure  their  SpotSy  Scabs  and  Leprofy  (which 
ran  all  over  them  whilft   under  your  Hands) 
and  will  purge  their  Corruptions,  and  cure  the 
evil  Difeafes  of  Sin  and   Iniquity,    by  which 
Death  hath  had  Dominion  j   and  he  will  give 
"ffa.  57.    them   faving   Health,    and    heal    their  Back- 
Ter.  3. 22.  ^id'^gs,  and  open  the  Myfterles  of  his  King- 
dom to  them,   circumcifing  their  Hearts  and 
Ears,   and  caufing  them  to  underftand  thofe 
Secrets  which  are  hidden  from  the  Wifdom  of 
this  World,  and  bring  them  out  of  the  many 
Jchn  14.  Ways,   into  the  one  Way,    Chrift  Jefus  the 
*  Way  to  God,    and  out   of  the   many  Sedts, 

Divifions  and  Parties,    Holes,   Briers,  Thorns 
and  Thickets,  which  they  are  fallen  into,  and 

hav? 
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have  been  intangled  with,    in  the  cloudy  and    1672. 
dark  Day  that  hath  been  over  them,  whilfl:  ^^^'V^'-'. 
under  your  Hands,  and  fet  his  Name  and  his 
Father's  Name  upon  them,  and  give  them  the 
Seal  of  the  New-Covenant,    that   they  may 
know  and  be  known  that  they  are  his,  whom 
he  hath  purchafed  with  his  precious  Blood,  and 
redeemed, 'fearched  and  fought  out,  even  as  a 
'good  Shepherd,  who  will  bring  them  to  the 
Mountain  of  the  Houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  ^^^*  *.  3. 
and  teach  them  of  his  Ways,  and  watch  over 
them,  who  fleeps  not,  nor  flumbers. 

He  will  work  a  Reformation  in  the  Nations, 
and  bring  them  to  the  one  true  Church,  which  l^a.  28. 
is  in  God,   founded  and  built  upon  the  f»re  \^^'^    ^j 
Foundation,    that  God  hath  laid  and  coupled 
together,  as  by  the  Hand  of  a  wife  Workman, 
into  the  Fellowfhip  of  the  one  Body,  whereof  Eph.  4. 
Chrift  Jefus   is  the   Head,    who  fupplies  the  '^  *^' 
whole  Body  with  all  Things  needful,  to  build 
them  up  in  their  moft  precious  Faith,  which 
gives  them  Vidory  over  the  Man  of  Sin,  and 
renews  into  the  true  Worfhip  of  God,    in  the 
Spirit  and  in  the  Truth,  and  to  the  Uniformity  Unifonnr 
in  the  fpiritual  Worfhip,  and  a  true  Conformity  ity  and 
thereto,   by  -his  Law  of  the  Spirit  written  in  ^°"^'^^^'' 
ibe  Heart,  '^* 

There  Chrift  is  Prieft  according  to  Appoint- 
ment of  the  Father,  Minifter  and  Bifhop  of  the 
Soul,  who  minifters  Life,  Peace  and  Comfort 
pnto  them,  and  renews  his  holy  and  heavenly 

Ordinances 
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1672.   Ordinances  in  the  Church,  baptising  into  one 

J5:0^^  Spirit,    and  into  the  one  taith^  that  works  by 

Mtsi^.a.Love^    and  purifies  the  Hearty    giving  a  white 

Rev. 2. 17.  Stone ^  and  in  it  a  new  Name^  and  feeding  with 

the  Jincere  Milk  of   the  Word,    officiating   the 

Prieft's  Office  in  the  Church  of  the  Firft-born, 

preparing,  the  Altar,  and  fpreading.  the,,Table 

with  fine  white  Linen,  which'is  his  Righteour- 

Cluift's     nefs  ;    and  prepares   the  Bread  for  his  Church, 

,'*^^^'V      and  fills  thtir  Cup  with  the  New  V/ine,   that 

they  may  all   drink  of  the  Cup  of  Blef/ings^ 

,5     *     '  Vv'hich  is  \\\^  Communion  of  his  Blood  \  and  may 

John  6,     all  eat  of  the  one  Bread,   which  is  the  Commii- 

^^'  ^  '*     nion  of  his  Body^  and  his  Body  is  Bread  indeed, 

and  his  Blood  is  Drink  indeed,.  2ind  this  is  that 

which  gives  Lije  ;    and  without  it  they  cannot 

have  Life,    and   this   is  free  without  Money, 

wherewith  the  Lord's  Table  is  furniflied,  and 

he  is  inviting  the  People  and   gathering  the 

f     Nations   to  it,    from  your  chargeable  Tables ; 

for  you    have  fold    them   Bread,    Wine    and 

Water  at  a  dear  Rate  :    But  he  will  freely  feed 

them  with  all  Things  neceifary,  as  an  Houfliold 

of  one  Faith,   and  as  one  Family  :  Chrirt:  Jefus 

Mat,  12.  ^greater  than  Solomon)  their  Lord  and  Mafter 

fliall   govern   them,    fetting   up  and   renewing 

Family    Duties    among    them,     to    ftand   on 

their  U'^atch,  to  refifi  every  Appearance  of  Evil, 

end   to  pmy  with  the  Spirit   and  with  Under- 

-  jiandtng,  and  to  (ing  with. the  Spirit,  and  with 

Under  ft  andlng  aljo.      And  he  jhall.  rule,    whofe 

Right  it  isy    and  the  Qovernment  is  upon  his 

Shoulders^    whoje  Kingdom  is  everlafiiiig,    and 
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cf  his  Government  there  fiall  be  720  End.     The    1672. 
Lord  will  perform  this,  to  reform  the  Nations,  v-'Or^ 
and  bring  them  to  Uniformity,  and  true  Con- 
formity in  his  dear  Son. 

William  Edmundson. 

Jamaica,  tlie  24tli  of  the 
Twelfth  Month  167*..- 


Tart  of  a  LETTER  writ  hj 
V/.  E.  at  Barbadoes,  to  Friends 
in  Ireland  ;  dated  the  eighth 
of  the  fiyfl  Month  1675. 

My  hove  ii  to  all  dear  Friends, 

IT  is  not  Diftance  or  Length  of  Time,  TrI-  1675. 
bulations  or  Peril  by  Sea  or  Land  (though 
many)  that  can  make  me  unmindful  of  you  ; 
for  you  are  fealed  in  my  Heart  in  an  everlarting 
Remembrance  of  true  and  unfeigned  Love,  in 
the  holy  Spirit  and  Covenant  of  the  Father's 
Love,  where  our  Unity  ftands  with  the  Father  ChrifTian 

and  his  dear  Son,  and  one  with  another.     My  l"'^!^^*^ 

■'    111  1  he  Ix'j  V 

earneft  Delires'  are  to  the  Lord,   that  in  it  voii  Spirit, 
may  all   be   kept   to.  the  Lord  faithful    in   all 
Things,   without  Spot   or  Blemifh  ;    and   that 
Truth  may  be  loved   and   preferred   before  all, 
3n  you  all,  and  by  you  all  in  all  Things,    And 

though 
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1675.  though  It  be  my  Lot,  to  be  as  one  feparated 
V^V*^  and  taken  from  that,  which  may  be  as  dear 
and  near  to  me  as  other  Men,  and  be  as  one 
cad  out  from  the  Enjoyment  of  Wife,  Child- 
ren,  or  other  Benefits  and   Comforts  in  this 
Life,  as  the  Off-fcouring  and  Forfaken,  liable 
to  what  may  happen,    good  Report   or  evil 
Report,  received  or  rejeded,  Plenty  or  Want, 
Liberty  or  Bonds,  Safety  or  Perils  by  Sea  and 
Land,  Life  or  Death,    to  take  my  Lot,    as  it 
may  fall  by  Night  or  Day,  in  Houfe  or  Wild- 
ernefs,  among  Friends  or  Enemies,  as  it  may 
fall  with   me,    I   muft   be   content,    for  the 
Through  Gofpel's  Sake,  a  Difpenfation  of  it  being  given 
AtflidtionsjQ  j^^^  ^^^  ^  Neceffity  laid  upon  me  to  preach 
to  the  Joy  it ;  for  which  Sake  my  Life  is  not  dear  to  me, 
fct  before  \q  that  1  may  finish  the  Work  committed  to 
^^'"*        my  Truft  (vi^ith  Joy)  and  in  the  End  ftand  in 
my  Lot  among  the  Juftified. 

Now  my  Friends,  the  Confideration  of  what 
you  pnjoy,  will  it  not  provoke  you  to  Love 
and  good  Works,  to  be  diligent  in  the  Lord's 
Bufinefs,  and  prefer  it  before  all  your  own  !  for 
you  are  Partakers  with  me  of  the  fame  Riches 
of  God*s  Love,  which  is  to  conftrain  us  all  to 
The  Mcr- love  him.     So  confider  the  Benefits  that  you 
cics  of      enjoy,    and   let  them  be  as  Obligations  upon 
■  obiiee  us  yo^,  to  ferve  the  Lord  and  his  Truth  in  Faiih- 
to  ferve    fulnefs  in   your  Places,  and  one  another  with 
^'"^'         fervent  and   unfeigned   Love,    and   not   flight 
Matters  where  Truth  is  concerned  ;    but  keep 
in  all  Things  fweet  and  clean^    appertaining  to 

your 


your  pure  RELIGION,   which  in   itfelf 

is  unlpotted.     For  you  know  that  Truih  is 

pure,    innocent  and   peaceable,    and   Hblinefs  Vhl  g^, 

becomes  the  Hoiife  of  God,  who  loves  Holinefs,  ^^j,  ^  g^ 

but  hates  Uncleannefs,  and  will  not  dwell  with 

the  Unclean.     So  dwell  in  the  Love  of  God,  He  ex- 

and  in  the  Peace  of  our  Prince  of  Peace,  and  Y^^-  '^^  . 
_,  -1  1.  1  1      r  Love  ana 

be  at  Peace  one  with  another,    that  the  Love  Peace. 

of    God  in   Chrift   may  dwell   in  you,    and 

abound  among  you. 

By  this  all  dear  Friends  in  that  Part  may 
know,  that  I  am  very  well  and  have  had  good 
Service  for  the  Lord   in  this  Illand,    and   the 
Lord  is  with  his  Teftimony,  and  blefTeth  and 
profpers  his  Work  j  many  are  convincedj  and 
Meetings  fo  full  that  the  Meeting-Houfes  can- 
not contain  the  People  :    Many  of  the  Blacks  ^^^4'' 
are  convinced,  and  feveral  of  them  confefs  to  ^'^"^^^^''^ 
Truth,  and  Things  here  are  peaceable,  and  in 
as    good  Order  as    can    well    be    expedted   at 
prefent.     'James  Fletcher  and  Companion  came  James 
here  about  a  Month  after  me,    and  this  Day  a^^^^Com- 
took    Shipping  for   the  Leeward- IJla?2ds,    and  paiiion. 
intend   to  go  to  Bermudas^    and  fo  to  New- 
England.     I  am  ready  to  leave  this  Ifland  the 
firfl    Opportunity    for    Rhode-IJland  or   Neii)- 
Tork^  which  I  exped:  may  be  about  two  Weeks 
hence. 

ychn  Hay  dock  lanf'ed  here  two  t)ay$  agoMnHay- 
from    New-England,    and   is  well,    and   that '^°^"" 
tJ  u  Country 


aiis. 
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1675.  Country  is  much  diftreffed  by  the  Indian  Wars ; 

J^^''"^'  they  had  a  (liarp  Fight  this  Winter,  in  which, 

lingiiih     they  fay,    the  EngUpj   were  beaten,    and   loft 

iiaiii  by    above  three  hundred  Men,    fix  or  ieven  Cap- 

11(1-  (ainsflain,  and  many  Officers.    T hty  oi  Bo/hn 

have  fent  out  freih  Men,    and  it   is  fuppofed 

have  fought  again  by  this  Time  ;   great  Fears 

furprize    the    People,    and    their    Hearts   fail 

them,    that    they   want    Courage   when    they 

fhould   look  their  Enemies   in  the  Face :  The 

Guilt  of    Guilt  of  the  Blood  of  the  Innocent  flied  by 

Biootris    t^^"^  ^^^s  on  them,  and  the  Lord  hath  given 

iie:i\'^y.      them  Blood   to  drink.     It  is  faid,    that  feveral 

of  their  Priefts  in  Bo/Ion  Colony  had  a  Meeting 

to  enquire  of  the   Lord,    fpyjat  the  Reafon  is 

that  he  is  departed  from  them,    and  goes  not 

forth  njcith  their  Armies  ;   and  their  Return  is 

for    many    Caufes,    but    this    the    chief,    ^V2:. 

Suffering  the  Quakers'   Meetings   ainong  them. 

PeiAx'.iti-  Thus  Perfecution  makes  Men  blind,  that  they 

Pcopl'e'^^  run  headlong   to  their  own  Deftrudion  ;    but 

many  of  the  People  are  diffatisfied,  and  believe 

it  is  T^he  Killing  and  Pcrfcciiting  o/V/6.?  Quakers, 

that  is  the  Can fe  of  their  Til  fir  efs  ;  and  they  are 

dift ratted    and    confufed    among    themfelves, 

with  Fears  on  every  Side,  and  great  Jealoufies, 

that  all  the  Indians  in  thofe  Parts  of  America^ 

will  be  in  Arms  this  next  Summer. 

So  it  is  like  to  be  troublefome  and  perilous 
Travelling,  but  the  Lord  can  preierve  and 
deliver  out  of  all,  into  whofe  Will  I  am  given 

up 
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up,  whether  it  be  to  fufTer  for  his  Name,  or   1675. 
to  live  or  die  for  his  Trutl),  his  Will  be  done  ;  ^^'"v-^^ 

\V     TV 

and  I  hope  my  Life  will  not  be  dear  to  me  to  j^.f,„„7.i' 
part  with  if  he  lee  it  good    and  I  do  not  doubt  tofi.cW  ill 
but  he  will  give   me  Sirenpth,  in   the  inward  *^^  .^'//^' 

'^  "  nun  Itiong 

Man,    to  bear   what   the  outward   Man    may  ii,  Faiih. 
fuffer    for    his    glorious    Gofpel.      And    thefe 
Tidings  do  not  affright  or  amaze  me,  for  the 
Glory  of  the  Recompence  of  Reward  to  the 
Faithful   is   before  me,  and  doth  out-ballance 
all  Fears.     Your  Prayers  to  the  Lord  on    my  Defireth 
Behalf,  may  help  me  in  my  various  Trials  and^'^'^"'^^ 
Exercifes,    who   denre    to    be    in   your   daily  for  V.im. 
Remembrance,    even    as    you    are    in    mine, 
never  to   be  forgotten,    for   my  Spirit   is  with 
you,    and    the    Overflowing    of   the   Love   of 
Chrift  in   my  Heart  dearly  falutes  you  all,  and 
as  we  live  in  this,   we  fhall  never  die,   but  fliall 
meet  8gain,    if  not  in  this  Life,    yet  in  the 
Life  to  com.e. 

Finally,  dear  Friend?,  I  cannot  but  put  you 
all  in  mind,  to  walk  as  Freemen  in  the  Truth, 
and   in  the  Liberty  of  the  Gofpel,  and  be  not 
too  careful,    or  too   bufy,  or  incumbered  with 
the  Things  of  this  Life  j    but  that  you  may  be 
ready  for  Sufferings,    which   may  attend   that 
Nation  before  many  be   aware^  that  we  may 
all   be   ready,    as   Chrift's  Freemen,    to  drink  AdviTeth 
that  Cup  which  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  put  into^'^  ^^. 
our  Hands,  for  the  Trial  of  our  Faith,  which  Cluiu's 
is  more  precious  than  Gold.     So  my  dear  and  Tieeaiea. 
U  u  2  true 
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1675.  true  Love  is  with  you  all,  in  the  Power  of  an 
V^y^  ?nc}lefs  Life,  wherein  I  am 

Your  Friend  and  Brother, 

William  Edmunds©n, 


Charles-Town  in  Nevis,  the  tenth 
pf  the  fecond  Month  1 684. 

My  dear  Wife^ 

1684.  ^TpHIS  is  to  let  thee  know  (in  part)  of 
JL     my  Fare  in  this  my  Travel,  I  landed  iri 

Barbadpes  Barbadoes  in  eight  Weeks  and  four  Days  after 
I  left  Ireland^  and  abode  there  about  fix  Weeks, 
where  I  had  much  Service  for  the  Lord,  which 
was  well  accepted  with  Friends :  And  failing 
from  thence  to  Antigua^  we  were  in  Danger  of 
Ship-wreck,  our  Ship  having  twice  ftruck  on 
Rocks,  and  afterwards  run  upon  a  Shoal,  our 
Mafter  and  Cpmpany  not  being  acquainted 
with  that  Coaft  ;  yet  through  the  Lord's 
Mercy  and  Help  we  got  fafe  off,  and  landed 
well.  I  was  very  fickly  and  weak  in  Body, 
whilfl:  I  was  in  that  Ifland,  and  my  Spirit 
oppreffed  with  wrong  Things  there,  fo  that  I 
was  bowed  down  in  Body  and  Mind,  yet  I 
j^ept  Meetings.     And  after  nine  Days  Abode 

iVevis.      there  failed  to  thi§  Ifland,  and  have  had  feveral 

Meetings^ 
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Meetings,  and  feveral  People  of  Account  refort   1684. 

to   Meetings   here,    and   are  very   terKier  and  v-^^v"^^ 

loving.     I  am   novi^  very  well,    bleffed  be  the 

Lord,   and  intend,    if  the  Lord   will,    when 

clear  in  this  liland,  to  fail  to  Antigua^  and  fo 

as    Opportunity    prefents    to    Bariadoes^    and  Barbadoes 

when  clear  there,  I  know  Nothing  at  prefent 

but  may  return  to  thee  in  Ireland^  if  the  Lord 

permit,  which  I  know  will  be  welcome  News 

to  thee.     I  wrote  to  thee  from  Barbadoes^  foon 

after  I  landed  there,  and  fent  it  by  a  Friend,  a 

Mafter  of  a  Ship,  by  the  Way  of  London,  which 

I  hope  came  fafe  to  thy  Hand,  but  this  I  fend 

by  one  of  Liverpool.     My  tender  and  true  Love 

is  to  all  Friends,  as  if  I  named  them,  and  to 

our  Children,  and  my  Prayers  to  the  Lord  are 

for  them  Day  and  Night,  and  for  you  all,  Ihat 

you  may  he  preferved^  and  walk  blamelefs  in  the 

Lord's  'Truth,    to  his  Honour  and  our  mutual 

Comfort.     So  my  Dear,  my  true  and  faithful 

Love  is  with  thee,  and  I  defire  thee,  be  tender 

pf  God's  Honour  and  Truth's  Fame  :  So  reft, 

Thy  faithful  Hufband, 

w 

William  Edmundson. 


Antigua^ 
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Antigua,  the  I  bird  of  the  third  Month  1684. 

My  dear  Wife^ 

1684.  ^  I  ^'HE  true  and  tender  Love,  which  in  Duty 
v/'V'^  Jl  I  owe  unto  thee,  is  an  Engagement  upon 
me  to  write  to  thee  by  every  Opportunity  that 
prefents,  that  thou  mayft  partly  know  of  my 
Fare  in  my  Travels  through  many  and  deep 
Ncvls.  Exercifes.  I  have  been  at  Nevis  and  Mountjer- 
Mciint-  ^^^■>  ^"*^  "*^^  returned  to  this  liland,  and  am 
JTerrat.  very  well,  blefl'ed  be  the  Lord,  who  gives  me 
Strength  and  Ability  to  perform  his  Service 
committed  to  my  Charge,  even  beyond  Exped:- 
ation.  1  purpofe  in  the  Will  of  God  to  take 
Earbadoes  the  firft  Opportunity  iox  Barbadoes,  and  when 
clear  there,  I  find  Nothing  at  prefent  but  I  may 
return  for  Ireland^  but  muft  abide  in  the  Will 
of  God,  which  I  ftill  hope  thou  wilt  fubmit  un- 
to, whether  in  returning  or  travelling  further, 
Life  or  Death.  My  true  Defires  and  Prayers  to 
the  Lord  Night  and  Day  is  for  thee  and  thine, 
That  ye  may  he  preferred  blamelefs  in  his  hlejfed 
Truths  to  God's  Ho?tour  and  our  mutual  Comfort, 
I  (hall  not  enlarge  now,  having  given  thee  an 
Account  in  two  before  this,  one  ioon  after  my 
Landing  in  Barbadoes^  fent  by  a  Friend  by  the 
"Way  of  London^  which  I  hope  is  come  to  thy 
Hand  before  now  ;  and  another  I  wrote  from 
Nevis  by  2^  Liverpool  Man,  who  promifed  to 

fend 
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fend  it  fafe,  as  direded.     I  received   not  one   1684. 
Line  from  thee  fince  I   parted  from  thee,  nor  ^^^Nr^ 
from    any   in  Ireland,    fave   Richard  Pearce^  Richard 
though  many  Ships  have  been  from  Ireland  to  ^*^'^^^^- 
thefe  Parts,  and  I  much  defired  to  hear  of  thy 
Welfare  every  Way,  and  of  the  Welfare  of  our 
Family  and  Friends,    for  my  tender  and  true 
Love  is  with  thee  and  our  Children. 

Thy  faithful  and  loving  Hufband, 

William  Edmundson. 


Batbadoes,  the  fourth  Day  of 
the  fourth  Month  16S4, 


Dear  Wife, 


Y  dear,  tender  and  true  Love  is  to  thee, 
v/hich,  thou  mayft  affure  thyfelf,  is 
true  and  faithful  in  all  Places,  and  neither 
Time  nor  Diftance,  Profpericy  nor  AfHidtioti 
can  wear  out  ;  for  my  Heart  is  with  thee  in 
fincere  Love  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  my  Defires 
to  the  Lord  Day  and  Night  are  for  thee,  That 
thou  mayft  be  preferved  blamelefi  in  bis  blejj'ed 
'Truth,  which  in  meafure  thou  knoweif,  the 
Encreafe  whereof  I  much  defire  to  find,  which 
at  my  Return  would  be  great  Joy  and  Comfort 
to  me.  My  Dear,  I  hope  thou  doft,  and  wilt 
end-eavoar  thyfelf  with  all  godly  Endeavours, 

to 
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1684.  to  live  and  walk  in  the  Courfe  of  thy  Conver- 
fation,  blamelefs  in  the  Sight  of  God  and  Men, 
as  becomes  the  blefled  Truth  and  Gofpel  of 
the  dear  Son  of  God,  which  we  profefs,  and 
for  which  in  meafure  I  am  fet  in  Defence, 
through  good  Report  and  evil  Report :  There- 
fore fulfil  my  Dcfire,  and  it  will  greatly  add 
to  my  Comfort,  and  increafe  my  Joy  in  the 
Lord  Jefus,  which  is  defired  above  and  before 
all  other  vifible  Things,  by  me  thy  faithful  and 
careful  Hufband.  I  have  given  thee  an  Account 
of  my  Fare  in  three  feveral  Letters  before  this, 
and  now  by  this  thou  mayft  know,  I  have 
been  fome  conflderable  Time  at  the  Leeward- 
IJlands,  viz.  Antigua,  Nevis  and  Moufifferrat, 
and  being  clear  there,  am  now  returned  to  this 
Ifland,  and  my  Coming  to  thefe  Parts  was  in  a 
needful  and  acceptable  Time,  and  not  in  vain, 
as  many  can  and  do  bear  Witnefs  ;  the  Lord's 
Goodnefs  is  along  with  me  in  his  bleffed  Ser- 
vice, for  which  not  only  I,  but  many  others 
blefs  and  praife  the  Lord,  whofe  Care  is  over 
his  People.  I  find  the  longer  I  flay,  the  more 
is  the  Service,  and  truly  the  Lord  hath  and 
doth  give  me  Ability  of  Body  beyond  Ex- 
pedation.  Everlafting  Praife  to  his  Name 
for  ever. 

I  received  no  Letter  from  thee  fince  I  left 
thee,  I  would  gladly  have  come  over  in  this 
Ship  that  goes  to  Liverpool,  which  would  have 
been  a  convenient  Paffage  for  me  j  but  I  find 
the  Service  of  this  Ifland   is  upon  me,   and 

cannot 
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cannot  be  clear  of  it  as  yet.     I  know  Nofhlng  1684. 
at  prefent,  but  when  I  am  clear  here  I  may 
return  to  Ireland,  but  muft  fubmit  to  the  Will 
of  God,  which  I  hope  thou  canft  fubmit  unto, 
in  giving  me  up,    as  hitherto  thou  haft  done, 
whether    in    travelling   further    or    returning. 
My  tender  fatherly  Love  is  to  our  Children, 
with  continual  Care  and  ferveot  Defires  for 
their  Prejervation  out  of  the  E^il  of  the  Worlds 
Snares  of  the  Devil  and  Lufts  of  the  Flep^y 
'which  drown  ungodly  Men  in  Ferdition,  which 
if  they  turn  afide  into,  will  wound  my  Heart, 
Mind  and  Spirit,  and   heap  Loads  of  Sorrow, 
Grief  and  AfRidlion  upon  my  Head :    But  if 
they  fear  God,  and   love  Truth  with  all  their 
Hearts,  and  the  Bent  of  their  Inclinations  be 
to  Virtue,  Juf^ice  and  Righteoufnefs,  as  good 
Examples,  which  become  Children  of  a  careful 
and  religious  Father,  then  they  will  make  glad 
my  Heart,    Mind  and  Spirit,    more  than  the 
Encreafe  of  all  the  Riches  of  the  World.     And 
this  is  according  to  the  Truth  of  my  Heart, 
the  Lord    knov/s^    that  fearcheth  all  Hearts^ 
My  dear  Love  is  to  all  Friends,  as  if  I  named 
them,  defiring  they  may  be  preferved  blamelefs 
in    the   bleffed  Truth  ;    which,    through  the 
Mercies  and  Love  of  God,  they  have  received 
and  believed  in  ;   and  that  the  Propagation  of 
it  may  be  preferred  before  all  in  their  Minds, 
Hearts  and  Aifcdions,    is  the  real  Defire  and 
Breathing  to  God  on  their  Behalf,  of  me  their 
ancient  and   true  Friend,  who  cannot  forgeC 
them  when  before  the  Lord.     My  Dear,  once 

X  X  more 
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1684.  more  my  Love  Is  mentioned   to  thee,   and  I 
\y^v^-  hope  yet,    in   the  Lord's  Time,    to  fee  thee 
again  to  our  Comfort,  and  remain. 

Thy  true  and  faithful  Hufband, 

William  Edmundson. 


;inUK"a, 


Barbadoes,  the  iwelfth  Day  of 
the  fifth  Month   1684. 


Dear  Wife^ 


IN  my  lad  to  thee,  I  gave  thee  fome  En- 
couragement to  exped;  my  Return  to  thee 
fiom  this  liland  ;  but  finding  a  Concern  to 
go'  to  'Jamaica^  I  cannot  be  clear  to  return 
in  Peace  without  performing  it,  and  I  hope 
thou  art  made  willing  to  give  me  up  to  the 
Will  of  God,  what  ever  it  be,  in  Life  or 
Death  ;  yet  I  think  it  fit,  and  true  Love  leads 
me  thereunto,  to  give  thee  an  Account  of 
PalTages,  and  how  I  Ipend  my  Time.  I  wrote 
to  thee  and  to  Anthony  Sharp  foon  after  I 
landed  here,  I  fcnt  it  by  a  Friend,  Mafter  of  a 
Ship,  by  the  Way  of  London.,  I  abode  after  in 
this  Ifland  about  five  Weeks,  then  failed  to 
the  Leeward- l/Jands,  viz.  Antigua,  Nevis  and 
Mountjerrat^  and  laboured  in  Truth's  Service 
about  ten  Weeks,  and  returned  to  this  Ifland, 
having  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord  and  his 

People 
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People  all   this  Time,    and    well   accepted  of,    1684. 
which   1    hope  will    not   prove   fruitlefs  ;    the  v-^^/^^. 
Lord's  bleiled  Prefence  and  Power  are  with  me, 
to  mine  and  many  others  great  Satisfaction  and 
Refrelhment.     Evci lading  Praifcs  to  his  Name 
for  ever. 

Through  the  tender  Mercies  and  endlefs 
Love  of  God,  I  am  able  in  Body  to  labour 
beyond  Expectation,  the  Lord  is  worthy  to  be 
ferved  with  the  Abilities  he  gives.  I  do  purpofc 
in  the  Will  of  God  for  Ja??jaica,  the  fir  ft  Op- 
portunity of  a  Paflage.  And  now,  dear  Wife, 
I  earneftly  beg  and  defiie  above  all  earthly  ,  • 
Things,  That  thou  and  our-  Children  may  be 
preferved  from,  the  Corruptions  and  Evils  of  the 
Worlds  in  a  blamelefs  Convsrj'dtion^  as  becomes 
the  Trtithy  which  you  know  in  part :  And  as 
your  whole  Inclinations,  fervent  Defires,  ardent 
AfFeCtion  and  Reverence  are  to  Virtue,  and  an 
Abhorrence  of  every  Vice,  no  doubt  the  Lord 
will  encreafe  your  Knowledge  and  Faith  in  his 
Son,  and  multiply  his  Grace  and  Truth  in  you, 
and  put  of  his  good  Spirit  upon  you,  by  which 
you  will  be  made  a  good  Savour  in  your  Places 
both  to  God  and  Men,  and  cut  off  Occafion 
from  fuch  as  watch  with  an  evil  Eye  for  your 
Halting,  to  make  it  a  Cloak  for  their  unjuftifi- 
able  Doings,  and  to  reproach  me  upon  Occa- 
fion. Now  my  earned  Defires  and  Prayers  to 
God,  through  the  Spirit  of  his  Son,  are  Day 
and  Night  for  your  Prefervation  from  all  the 
Evils   of  the  JVondj    and  Corruptions   of  the 

X  X  2  Hej\ 
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1684.  Fle/b,  with  the  Lufts  thereof  j  and  that  you  may 
^-'"''V"^  Ife  enriched  with  the  Encreafe  of  God,  through 
the  blejjed  Spirit  of  his  Son,  to  his  Honour  and 
your  Comfort  both  here  and  hereafter  \  which 
will  be  more  Joy  and  Gladnefs  to  me,  than 
the  Encreafe  of  all  the  Riches  in  the  World. 
So  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jems 
Chrift,  preferve  you  blamelels,  and  caufe  his 
Face  to  (hine  upon  you,  that  in  his  Light  you 
rnay  (Tiiine  to  his  Glory  and  Honour,  to  whom 
all  is  due  for  ever.  Amen.  My  dear  and  true 
Love  is  with  thee,  and  to  our  Children,  and 
to  all  dear  Friends,  as  if  I  named  them. 


Wii-LiAM  Edmunpson; 


'or 
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jfbr  all  Friends  that  know  the  hea- 
"venljy  Gift  0/ Christ  Jesus, 
from  the  yipojiles  to  the  hinder- 
moft  of  the  Flock  of  Christ, 
that  they  neglect  not  the  Service 
of  their  Day^  according  to  Tro- 
portion  of  Ahilities  and  GiftSy 
and  more  ejfecially  thofe  gifted 
for  DoBrine  and  Government. 


CHRIST   JESUS,    the  promifed  Seed,   1694. 
that  brulfes  the  Serpent's  Head,  of  whom  ^-/"v"^ 
the  Law  and  Prophets  gave  Tellimony,   ac-       *^*'^" 
cording  to  the  Promife  of  the  Father,  came  in 
due  Time,    in  that  prepared  Body,  to  do  the  Heb.10.5. 
Will  of  God  for  Man's  Redemption,  which 
when   he  had  finiflied,  and  tafted  Death  for 
us,  he  ajc ended  up  on  High^    and  gave   Gifts  Eph.  4.  8. 
p  MeUy    and   peculiar  Gifts   to  Believers;    ^^  I'^J^,!?. 
fome  JpoJileSj    to  fome  Prophets^    and  to  fome  \  to^szl^* 
Evangeltjfs^    Pajiors  and  I'eachers,    Difcerners 
of   Spirits,    Help-meets   in    Goverment,    and 
feveral  other   Gifts   gave   he  to  his    gathered 
Flock  that  believed   in   him,  for  the  edifying 
and  building  them  up  in  the  precious  Faith,  11.^.12.2. 

which 
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which  he  is  the  Author  of,  that  they  may 
eome-to  the  perfe<5l  Knowledge  of  God  and 
Chrift,  in  the  Meafure  and  Stature  of  the  Ful- 
nefs  in  him,  and  be  efl^abli{l:ied  in  him  the 
Head  and  Foundation,  and  grow  up  in  him  in 
all  Virtue  and  Godiinefs,  in  Gofpel  Order. 

Nov/,  every  one  thus  gifted  by  Chrift  Jefus, 

is  to  wait  on  their  Gift,  and  attend   their  Sei- 

vice  in  the  Miniftration  thereof,  according  to 

Rom- 12.  Proportion  of  Grace  and  Faith  given  :  Whether 

*  ^''  *    prophejying^  mimftring^  teachmg^    or  exhorting^ 

all    to    wait    on    tiieir   Service  j    and  he   that 

1  Pet.  4.  ruleth  to  be  diligent^  and  Speakers  to  perform  it 
*°'  '*•     as  the  Oracles  oj  God\    and  thus  to  admini(ler 

one  to  another  as  good  Stewards  of  the  manifold 
Grace  of  God^  and  keep  in  the  Bounds  and 
Line  of  their  own  Meafure  and  Gift  of  Chrift, 
not  going  beyond  it  into  another  Man's  Line, 
and  be  found  in  Faith  and  Dod:rine,  and  net 

2  Tim.  2.  to  be  intangled  or  cumbered  with  the  Affairs 
^* .  of  this  Life,  nor  choaked  or  furfeited  with  the 
34.       '  Riches  of  this  Wofld,  or  laden,  as  with  thick 

Clay,  to  hinder  their  following  of  Chrift  the 
Captain,  that  hath  called  and  gifted  for  his 
"Work  and  Service  in  his  Vineyard,  to  labour  in 
the  Gofpel,  and  leave  all  for  it,  that  it  might 
be  performed  and  finiftied  according  to  the 
Chap.  14.  V^ill  of  God,  under  the  daily  Crofs  and  Self- 
^^'  denial  j  and  not  to  be  at  eafe  in  the  Flefti, 
World  or  Will,  or  own  Time  and  Place  in 
Trading,  Dealing,  and  getting  Riches  ;  but 
diligently  attend   their  Service  and  Gift,   and 

keep 


^  t> 
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keep  the  Body  in  Subjedfion^    lefi  preaching   to  1694. 
others^  they  become  Caft-aways-.,  and  to  take  heed  -^"v^^ 
to  themfelves,    and  to  the  Flock  of  Chrifi^    ^f\n.  °^*  ^* 
which  the  Holy  Ghojl  made  them  Over/eers  ;  and  Adh  20. 
be  Examples  before  them,    and  feed  them  in  *^* 
due  Seafon." 

And  thus  Chrift  Jefus,  when  he  had  afcend- 
ed  into  Glory,  eftablifhed  his  Church  in  Go- 
vernment, as  well  in  Difcipline,  as  Faith  and 
Dod:rine,  and  committed  the  Care  and  Truft 
to  gifted  Men  for  every  Service,  to  keep  the 
whole  Body  or  Church  in  Order,  according  to 
the  Rule  and  holy  Rights  of  the  new  Cove- 
nant ;  and  they  met  together,  the  Apoftles, 
Elders  and  Brethren,  as  well  in  Relation  to 
Matters  of  Church  Government,  as  the  Worship 
of  God,  and  difcourfed  of  Matters  committed 
to  their  Charge  and  Truft,  as  Stewards  and 
Overfeers  of  Chrift's  Vineyard,  Hufbandry, 
and  Heritage. 

Thofe  Preachers  that  went  from  Jerufalem 
Xo  Antioch,  and  would  mix  the  Law  of  the 
firft  Covenant  with  the  Dodrine  of  Chrift's 
Kingdom,  were  reprehended,  and  the  Churches 
advifed  of  their  Error ;  many  others  alfo  under 
thofe  Stations  of  Apoftles,  Prophets  and  Preach- 
ers, that  kept  not  to  the  Gift  of  Chrift,  but 
went  beyond  their  Line  and  Rule  into  Confu-  »  Cor.  i, 
fion  and  Diforder,  which  tended  to  Deftrudtion  *^* 
and  not  to  Edification,  were  admoniftied  and 
teproved.     And    diforderly,    unruly    Women  . 

were 
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1694.  were  not  permitted  to  teach  or  preach  in  the 
v^"V"^  Church.     And  thole  qualified  Men,  through 
the  Gift  of  Chrift,  who   had   the  Concern  of 
Church- Affairs,   with   the  Affiftance  and  Ap- 
probation  of  the   Holy   Ghoft,    wrote  divers 
Epiftles   and   Decrees   to   the  Churches,    and 
Titus  1.    appointed  Elders,  as  Overfeers,  in  every  Meet- 
5>  ^c*      ing ;  faithful  Men  to  whom  was  committed 
to  fee  thofe  Decrees  truly  and  duly  performed, 
that  the  Church  of  Chrift  might  fhine  in  the 
comely  Order  and  Difcipline,  as  Lights  in  the 
Phil. 2.1 5.  JVorldy  to  the  Glory  of  God. 

So  the  Churches  were  eftablifhed,  and  thofe 
that  ruled  well  were  worthy  of  double  Honour, 
and   fuch,    who   kept  to   the  heavenly  Gift, 
25°^- "•  difcovered  falfe  Teachers,   falfe  Apoftles,  falfe 
2'john  5.  Brethren  and  Antichrifts,    that   were  among 
7-  Believers ;    as   Wells    without   Water ^    Clouds 

3ude  4  to  ^i^j^Qj^f  Rain,  fruitlefs  'Trees  that  cumbered  the 
Ground,  and  wandering  Stars,  for  whom  the 
Blacknefs  of  Darknefs  was  referved  for  ever  ; 
and  fuch  as  loved  their  Bellies  and  Pleafures 
more  than  God  ;  yet  would  be  talking  and 
\  Tim.  I.  preaching,  not  knowing  whereof  they  affirmed^ 
'•  being  gone  from  the  Rule  and  Line  of  the 

heavenly  Gift  of  Chrift.  So  the  Lord's  Care 
was  over  his  gathered  Flock,  for  their  Pre- 
fervation  in  Faith  and  Fellowfhip  with  himfelf, 
iCor,  12.  *"^^  one  with  another,  as  Members  of  one 
li.  *  Body,  taking  due  Care  one  of  another  for  their 
Prefervation  from  all  Uncleannels,  Diforder, 
Snares  and  Entanglements  that  are  in  the  World  j 

and 


WiLi.  lAM   Edmundsow.  345 

and  that  all  (hould  be  kept  in  the  holy,  comely   1694. 
Order  and  Dilcipline  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  ^^"V"^ 
Jefus :   Hujbands  to  love  their  JVi-ves,  and  ^ives^-ph.  $. 
to  love  and  reverence  their  Hujbands  j  Children  ^'  j^" 
to   honour  their  Parent Sy    and  Servants   their  Tituf?  2* 
Mafters  \    and  Widows  to  be  chafte ;    alfo  young  4-  ?•    ^ 
Men  and  Maids  to  be  jober -  minded ^  and  not  to  i^, 
marry  with  Unbelievers  j  and  all  to  labour,  for  -  Thef.  3, 
he  that  will  not  work,    muft  Jiot  eat ;    and  rich  ,  jj_^^  5^ 
Men  to  be  rich  in  good  Works.  17,  18. 

Thus  the  Church  of  Chrift,  both  Male  and 
Female  were  eftablilhcd  in  their  heavenly  Or- 
der and  Degrees  ;  wherein  all  were  to  keep 
their  Ranks  in  Difcipline  and  iMiniftration, 
eftabliftied  by  Chrift  in  his  Church,  under  the 
new  Covenant ;  and  to  prefer  his  public  Service 
before  private  intereft. 

Now  the   Church  that  Chrift   efpoufed    io 
himfelf,  was  adorned   with   her  Jewels,    and  Rev.  12, 
beautiful   through  his  Comehnefs  ;    but  when  M  ^'^^* 

c>  ,  .  and  if<* 

the  Apoftacy  and  Falling-away  came  in,  fpoken  ^  to  lu 
of  by  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  as  Seers  of  the 
Times,  that  the  Generality  of  Chriftians  went 
from  the  heavenly  Gift,  faving  a  fmall  Rem- 
nant that  kept  to  the  Gift  of  the  holy  Spirit, 
who  were  forced  to  lie  obfcare  under  the  Arm 
of  God's  Providence^  fighing  and  mourning 
becaufe  of  Confufion,  Diforder,  and  the  Abo- 
minations which  cams  into  the  Churches, 
Chrift  the  Man-Child  departed  from  them, 
and  the  Witneffes  were  (lain,    yet  unburied  j 

Y  y  then 
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1694.  then  the  whole  Building  went  to  Rack  and 
W^*^  Ruin,  Rents  and  Breaches,  and  all  in  Confa- 
lion,  both  in  Do6trine  and  Government,  every 
one  fought  their  own  Wealth,  Preferment  and 
Eafe  in  the  World,  the  FieOi,  and  Will;  and 
the  Crofs  of  Chrift  was  loft,  Minifters  went  to 
the  Letter,  having  gone  from  the  heavenly 
Gift  of  Chrift's  holy  Spirit,  and  got  into  ea(y 
Places,  every  one  feeking  their  own  Gain  and 
Advantage  of  the  Prefentation  of  the  Times, 
and  cared  for  themfelves,  not  for  the  Flock 
that  Chrift  had  ftied  his  precious  Blood  for ; 
but  Self-Intereft  prevailed,  and  the  public  Spirit 
that  ftands  for  and  feeks  the  public  Good  was 
i  Pet.  2.  loft,  the  Churches  were  filled  with  Confufion 
and  Errors,  their  Overfeers  being  blinded  with 
the  World  and  by  the  God  of  it,  the  Faith  of 
Chrift  and  Chri/iiaiiity  was  marred,  the  Beauty 
and  Comelinefs  gone,  the  Temple  and  Taber- 
nacle of  God  ruinated,  his  divine  Service  and 
Worftiip  loft,  as  it  was  inftituted  by  Chriftw 

Thus  it  lay  till  the  Time  of  Reformation  and 

Reftoration,  according  to  the  Appointment  of 

the  Father  j  which  in  Mercy  is  largely  mani- 

fefted    in    our  Age,    wherein   Chrift   Jefus  is 

2  Tiief  2.  returned  in  the  Brightnefs  and  Glory  of  his 

^-  Father,    to  bring  up  the  Church  out  of  the 

Wildernefs ;  and  is  bringing  back  and  gathering 

his  fcattered  Flock  to  the  Faith  once  delivered 

Heb.  12.  to  his  Saints,    which  he   is  Author  of;    and 

*•  caufing  his  divine  Light  to  fliine  in  their  Hearts, 

«  Cor.  4«  to  give  them  the  Knowledge  of  the  Glory  of 

^'  the 
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the  Father,  and  raifing  the  Ruin  of  his  Temple    1694. 
and  Tabernacle,  that  he  may  dwell  and  taber-  j^'^"^'""^^ 
nacle  in  us,  and  bring  us  into  Fellowfhip  with  . 
the  Father  and  himfelf,  and  one  with  another,  1  John  i. 
and  to  worfhip  the   Father  in  Spirit  and  in^'  ''* 
Truth,  and  be  Partakers  of  his  holy  Ordinance 
of  Baptifm,    baptizing  by  one  Spirit  into  one  i  Cor.  12. 
Body,  of  uhich  he  is  Head,  and  renewing  the  *^* 
heavenly  Gifts   of  his    holy  Spirit,     both    in 
Doftiine  and  Government,  and  the  everlafting  r^ev.  14. 
Gofpel  is  preached  again,  and  Order  and  Dif-      '* 
cipline  fettled  in  the  Church,  according  to  his 
former  Inftitution,    for  the   Prefervation    and 
Growth   of  all   his   gathered    Fiocic,    in  the 
Increafes  of  God. 

And  the  Care  and  Trufl  of  the  Flock  of 
Chrift  is  committed  to  gifted  Men,  whom  the 
holy  Ghoft  hath  made  Overfeers^  to  take  heed  to  Ads  20. 
them/elves,  and  the  Flock  of  God^  that  all  in  the  2S. 
Houfe  of  Chrift,  which  is  his  People,  be  kept 
in  Order,  with  refpevfl  to  Things  both  divine 
and    human,    according  to  Gofpel  Rule   and 
Order ;  and  all  are  to  attend  on  their  Miniftry 
and  Service,    and  fulfil   it  according  to  their 
Ability  and  Gift ;  that  the  Houfe  of  God  may 
be  fettled   on   her  own   Mountain,    which   islfa.  ?.  7, 
above  all  Mountains  and  Hills,  and  many  (hall  ^^^'^^ '^*  *• 
flow   to   it,    and  fee  the  ancient   Beauty   and 
Comelinefs  which  the  Lord  is  reftoring  to  his 
Church,  in  decking  her  with  her  former  Or- 
naments of  Gofpel  Rights  and  Privileges,  and 
all  concerned  in  this  great  Work  of  Refloration, 
Y  y  2  who 
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1694.  who  have  received  a  Gift  from  Chrift  to  officl- 
>«^'"V^  iite  therein,  are  to  attend  their  Office  and 
Service  for  the  public  Good,  and  not  to  chufe 
their  own  Time,  or  Place  of  Eafe  in  the  Flefli 
and  Will,  in  the  Things  of  this  World,  which 
loads  them  as  with  Clay,  and  hinders  their 
Service  for  the  Public,  and  is  no  Example  of 
Self-denial  to  the  Flock  of  Chrift,  but  favours 
of  that  Spirit  of  Apoftacy,  which  is  to  be 
1  Cor,  5.  purged  out,  as  the  old  Leaven,  that  fo  it  may 

^7'  be  feen,  we  are  in  the  Foot-fteps  of  thole  that 
were  given  up  both  in  Strength,  Underftanding, 
Time  and  Subftance,  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  ia 
the  Service  of  the  Lord  and  his  People. 

William  Edmundson. 


Concerning  Offerings^    that 
are  offered  to  God^   in  Trayer 

and  Supplication, 


H  E    Offerings,    that   are   acceptable   to 

Dent.  33.  ^     God,  muft  be  offered   in  Righteoufnefs, 

p'J^l  _    and   with  clean    Hearts   and   Lips.     For  the 

1,5.    '^'   Lord  is  pure  and  holy,  and  will  be  fandlified 

of  all  that  come  near  him,  and  his  Worftiip  is 

in   Spirit    and    in   Truth;    wherefore   Prayer, 

Supplication   and  Addreffes   to   God,    being   a 

fpecial  Part  of  his  Woriliip,  muft  be  performed 

.  in 
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in  Spirit  and  Truth,  with  a  right  Underftand-    169  c. 
ing,  feafoned  with  Grace,  anu  v/ith  the  Word  ^-^'V^^ 
of  God,   even  as  the  Sacrifice^  under  the  old 
Covenant  were  to  be  brought  and  offered   in 
clean   VeiTels,    feafoned    with    Salt   and    with  I  evit  2. 
Fire  :    So  all,   now  under  the  new  Covenant,  l^^^^^^ 
who  approach  fo  nigh  to  God,    as   to  offer  an  49,  50. 
Offering  in   Prayer,    muft   have  their  Hearts 
fprinkled  from  an  evil  Con fcience,  and  their  ^^'^^  ^''* 
Bodies  waflied  in  clean  Water,   and  fandified 
with   the  Word    of    God,    and    their   Senfes 
feafoned  with   his  Grace  and  Spirit  in  divine 
Underftanding,   and  muft  offer  that  which  is 
found  and  pertinent,  which  the  Spirit  makes 
kngwn   to  be  needful,    v/hofe  Interceffion   is 
acceptable,  as  a  fweet  fmelling  Sacrifice  in  the  Rom.  8. 
Noftrils  of  God,    and  a  Savour  of  Life  unto^^'  2> 
Life,   and  of  Death  unto  Death,    though  in 
Sighs,    Groans,    or  few  Words,    being   found, 
pithy  and  fervent.     For  the  Lord  knows  the 
Mind  of  the  Spirit,  that  makes  Interceffion  to 
him,  who  hears  and  graciouily  anfwers. 

And  now  all  are  to  be  careful,  both  what 
and    how   they  offer   to   God,    who   will    be 
fandtified  of  all  that  come  near  him,  and  is  a  ^^ut.  4. 
confuming   Fire,    who  confumed  Nadab  and  ^^^  12 
Abihu^  that  offered  flrange  Fire,  though  they  29. 
were  of  the  high   Priefl's  Line.     And   there  ^"'''^' ^°' 
may  be  now  Offerings  in  Prayer  and  Supplica-  ' 
tion,  in  long  Repetitions  of  many  Words,  in 
the  Openings   of  fome  divine  Illuminations, 
with  a  Mixture  of  Heat  and  Paflion  of  the 

Mind, 
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1695.  Mind,  and  Zeal  beyond  Knowledge,  and  in 
^-^'''^r^  this  Heat,  Paffion  and  forward  Zeal,  run  on 
Long  Re-  into  many  needlefs  Words,  and  long  Repeti- 
petitions  fiQpg  and  fometimes  out  of  Supplication  into 
to  be  Declaration,  as  though  the  Lord  wanted  In- 
avoided,  formation  ;  fuch  want  the  divine  Underftand- 
iCor.  M-ingj  and  go  from  the  Bounds  and  Limits  of 
J-g'ani.  12.  the  Spirit,  and  Will  of  God,  like  that  forced 
13.  Offering  of  King  Saul^  which  Samuel  called 

Ifa.  50.     foolifh,  and  the  itrange  Fire  and  forced  Offer- 
*^-  ing,  offer  what  comes  to  hand,  and  lavifh  all 

out,  as  if  there  were  no  Treafury  to  hold  the 
Lord's  Treafures,  that  may  open  and  prefent  to 
View  at  Times,  for  their  own  Benefit  j  fo  fuch 
in  the  End,  coming  to  Poverty  and  Want,  fit 
down  in  the  dry  and  barren  Ground :  Where- 
Mat.  12.  fore  all  are  to  know  their  Treafury,  and  treafure 
2)*  up  the  Lord's  Openings,  and  try  the  Spirit  by 

which  they  offer,  that  they  may  know  the 
Rev.  iii.  Lord's  tried  Gold,  and  not  mix  it  with  Drofs 
^^'  or  Tin  ;  and  know  his  Stamp,  heavenly  Image 

and  Superlcription,  and  not  counterfeit,  wafte, 
or  lavifh  it  out,  but  mind  the  Lord's  Directions, 
who  will  call  all  to  an  Account,  and  give  to 
Ch.  2  z-'.^^^^y  °"^  according  to  their  Deeds,  and  all  the 
Churches  fliall  know,  that  he  fearches  the 
Heart  and  tries  the  Reins. 

As  under  the  old  Covenant,  there  was  the 
levit.  6.  Lord's  Fire,  that  was  to  burn  continually  on 
**•  the  Altar,   and  received  the  acceptable  Offer- 

ings :    So  there  was  ftrange   Fire,   which  was 
rejeded,    and    tfie  Offering  that   was  offered 

therein. 
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therein.     And  now  in  the  new  Covenant  there   1695. 
is  a  true  Fervency,  Heat  and   Zeal,  according  ^--^V"^ 
to  the  true  Knowledge  of  God  in  the  Spirit 
and  Word  of  Life,  that  dies  not  out,  in  which  JheLord'* 
God  receives  the  acceptable  Offerings :  So  there  to  go'out- 
is  alfo  a  wrong  Heat  of  Spirit,  and  Zeal  with- 
out   true    Knowledge,     that    with    Violence, 
through  the  Paffion  of  the  Mind,   and  For- 
wardnefs  of  Defire,  runs  into  a  Multitude  of 
needlefs  Words  and  long  Repetitions,  thinking  Our  Pray- 
to  be  heard  for  much  Speaking,  but  is  rejedled,  ^egrd  for 
and  is  a  Grief,  Burthen  and  Trouble  to  fenfible  much 
weighty  Friends,  who  fit  in  a  divine  Senfe  of  ^P<^akuig. 
the   Teachings   and    Movings   of  the   Lord's 
good  Spirit,  in  which  they  have  Salt  to  favour 
withal,  though  the  afFedionate  Part  in  fome, 
who  are   not  fo  fettled  in   that  divine  Senfe, 
as    to   diftinguifh    between   Spirit   and    Soirit, 
is  raifed  with  the  Flaflies  of  this  wrong  Heat  A  blind 
and    long    Repetitions,    which   augment    the  leans'* 
Trouble  of  the  Faithful  and   Senfible,    who  Trouble 
are  concerned  for  the  Good  and  Prefervation  !?  F^  . 

r      11  raitliful, 

or   all. 

We  read  that  the  Priefts  of  Baal  in  their  i  Kings 
Offerings,  were  earnefl,    hot  and  fierce,    and  'S.  26. 
cut  themfelves,  making  long  Repetitions  from  ^^'  ^^' 
Morning  until  Evening,    fo  kept   the  People 
in  Expedation  to  fmali  Purpofe  j    but  Elijah 
having  repaired  the  Lord's  Altar,  and  prepared 
his  Offering,  in  a  few  fenfible  W~ords  (pertinent 
to  the  Matter  and  Service  of  the  Day  and  Time) 
prayed  thus,  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God  : 

Lord 
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1695.  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  of  Ifrael, 
let  it  be  known  this  Day^  that  thou  art  God  in 
Ifrael,  and  that  I  am  thy  Servant^  and  that  I 
have  done  all  thefe  things  at  thy  Word.  Hear 
me,  O  LORD  I  hear  me^  that  this  People  may 
know,  that  thou  art  the  Lord  God^  and  that  thou 
haft  turned  their  Hearts  back  again  :  Which  the 
Lord  heard  and  anfwered.  So  here  a  few 
fenfible  Words,  with  a  good  Underftanding, 
pertinent  to  the  Matter  (without  needlefs  Re- 
petitions) were  prevalent  with  God.. 

And   our  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus,    when    he 

Mat.  6.     taught  his  Difciples  to  pray,  bad  them,  not  be 

i'  ^-        like  the  Hypocrites,  or  Heathen,  who  ufed  many 

Repetitions,    and  thought  to  be  heard  for  their 

much  Speaking.     Therefore,    faith  he.    Be  not 

ye  like  unto  them,  for  your  Father  knoweth  what 

'fhings  you  have  Need  of  before  ye   ajk  him. 

TheLordsAnd  the  Prayer  which  he  taught,    is  full  of 

ftort^and  Matter  to  the  Purpofe,   though  comprehended 

compre-    in   few    Words,    and   all    his   Difciples   and 

iiexifwe.     Apoftles  are  to  learn  of  him,  and  obferve  his 

Directions,    and  not  the  Manner  or  Cuftoms 

of  the  Heathen  and  Hypocrites,  in  this  weighty 

Matter  of  approaching  nigh  unto  God  with 

Offerings,  in  Prayer  and  Supplication. 

Our  Saviour  alfo  left  us  a  good  Example, 
written  for  our  Learning,  when  he  was  under 
the  Senfe  of  drinking  that  Cup  of  Sufferings 
for  the  Sins  of  all  Mankind,  and  to  offer  to 
God  that   great  Offering    for   their  Ranfom, 

he 
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he   prayed   in   thefe  Words,    Father^    if  thou  1695". 
be  willing^    rejnove  this  Cup  from  me^    never-  ':^''^^ 
thele/s  not  my  Will^  but  thine  be  done.     And  inQ^,r'5  Ex- 
giving  Thanks  in   thefe  Words,  I  thank  ^^^f,  ample  to 
O  Father  !  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earthy  becaiife  j^  pj"  er. 
thou  hafl  hid  thefe  Things  from  the  Wife  and  Luke  Z2. 
Prudent^    and  haft  revealed  them  unto  Babes,  il'^^' 
even  fo  Father^   for  fo  it  fee  me  d  good  in  thy  ^^^  jg.  * 
Sight.     And  how  many  more  Examples  in  the 
Scriptures  are  on  this  Account,  full  and  perti- 
nent   to    the   Matter,    comprehended    in   few 
Words,    and  not  like  the  Heathen  in  tedious 
Repetitions,  who  think  to  be  heard  for  their 
much  Speaking.     Therefore  all  who  approach  All  to  be 
unto    God    with    their   Offerings,    are    to    be  ^^^^^^  . 
watchful  and  careful,   both  what  and  how  they  i^o^^,  ^i^g,, 
offer  under  this  AdmiriiHiration  of  the  Spirit,  offer  to 
ard  Difpenfation  of  the  new  Covenant.  °  ' 

I  have  travelled  under  a  deep  Senfe  and  Con- 
cern in  this  Matter  for  fome  Time. 

William  Edmundson, 

The  twc'fth  of  the  lull  Monlh  1695, 


Z  2  Wefl- 
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Weft-Chefter,  the  twelfth  of  the  fifth  Month  1697. 

Son  Tryal, 

i6q7    T  R^c^*'ve<^  thine  at  Liverpool,  with  one  by 
vx-vC/  X  Order   from   the   Monthly- Meeting,    and 
am  heartily  glad  to  hear  that  Things  are  well 
with  you,  and  I  pray  God  continue  them  fo, 
with  the  Increafe  of  his  Goodnefs :   For  no 
worldly  Things  would  be  fo  pleafing  to  me, 
as  your  Prefervation  from  the  Corruptions  that 
Feir  rf    ^^^  ^"   ^^^  World,    which   the  Fear  of  God, 
God  f.re-  and  Love  to  his  blelTed  Truth,    preferves  out 
feivLs       ^f    which,    if  thou  and   the   reft   take  good 
Snare;  of  heed  unto,  will  add  to  my  Comfort,  and  if  it 
Death.      fliould  be  otberwife  it  will  add  to  my  Trouble, 
and  heap  Sorrow  upon  my  Head.     And  there- 
fore I  defire,  that  you  may  all  be  careful  in  the 
Condud:  of  your  Converfation  for  God's  Gioiy, 
your  own  Good  and  Credit,  and  my  Comfort. 
i  am  very  well,  confidering  my  Old-Age,  and 
my  Travels  and  Labours  in  the  Lord's  Service, 
which    hitherto,    the    Lord    hath    given    me 
Strength  and  Ability  to  perform,  I  hope  to  his 
Honour,  and  the  Good  of  many. 

And  now  there  is  fome  Service  before  me 

in   three  or  four  Counties  in   thefe  northern 

Parts,  which  I  am  now  entering  upon,  religned 

to  the  Will  of  God,  whether   to  live  or  die. 

George     Qcor^s   Rooke,     my    Companion,    who    harh 

ictarns.  hitherto 
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hitherto  been  very  ferviceable  and  helpful,  is 
now  leaving  me  and  conning  to  Ireland^  with 
Amos  Strettle,  the  firft  fair  Wind  ;  fo  that  I 
am  left  alone  now,  but  hope  the  Lord  will 
not  leave  me,  who  hath  been  with  me  hither- 
to, and  bleffed  and  profpered  his  Work  and 
Service,  giving  Strength  and  Ability  beyond 
the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature,  blelTed  be  his 
Name  for  ever. 

And  now,  my  Son,  it  will  be  Gladnefs  to  me, 
that  thou  {hew  thyfelf  a  Man  for  Truth,  in  all 
thy  Concerns,  and  if  thou  truly  fear  God,  thou 
wilt  learn  Wifdom,  which  will  give  thee  Credit 
and  Favour  with  the  Lord  and  his  People. 

Remember  my  tender  fatherly  Love  to  thy  ^^"^  S.^eet- 
Broihers  and  Sifters,   and  to  Grand-Children,  children. 
deiiring  they  may  all  do  well,    and   fo  walk, 
that  no  Occafion  may  be  given  by  any  of  them 
againft  the  Lord's  bleffed  Truth,  or  a  Defama- 
tion upon  themfelves.     For  in  every  Thing, 
wherein  any  fin  againft  God,   and  difhonour  Sin  diflio- 
him,  they  difcrcdit  and  difhonour  themfelves :  """^'-^  '^'^ 
Bat  all  that  honour  the  Lord  in  the  Courfe  of 
their    Converfations,     he    honours,    and    will 
honour  with  many  Favours.     This  being  what 
offers  at  prefent  from  a  tender  careful  Father, 

William  Edmundson. 

My  Love  to  all  honefl  Friends,  as  if  named. 

Z  z  2  York, 
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York,  the  feventh  cf  ih^  fixth  Month  1697. 


Son  Tryal, 

1697.  ^TpHIS   may  let  thee  and  the  reft  know, 

^""''"^''"^    JL     who  defire  to  hear  of  my  Welfare,  that 

through  the  Mercies  of  the  Lord  I  am  well, 

and  fenfible  of  his  renewing  my  Strength  every 

Way,  to  perform  his  Service  required  of  me, 

which  I  hope  will   be   to  his  Fraife  and  the 

Good  of  many  when  I  am   gone.     My  chief 

Cafe  is,  That  I  may  do  my  Day  5  Work  in  Time 

according    to  his  Will,    fir  ft   in    general,    and 

fecondly  in   particular,    for  my  Children  and 

His  Care  Off-fpring  ot  my  Family  j    to  be  clear  of  all 

tobeciear  jyj^^,,  gj^^^  j^^  \y^^  j^^^  ^^  Account,  my  Ser- 

Men's  vice  is  more  than  ordinary  in  feveral  Things, 
Elood.  apij  Strength  and  Ability  given  accordingly. 
The  Lord  is  great,  and  greatly  to  be  reverenced 
and  feared,  his  Wifdom  is  infinite,  and  the 
TheLord'i  Ways  of  hls  Judgments  onlearchable.  My 
jSgniemsSo^ii  and  Spirit  in  the  Senfe  of  his  Wonders, 
iireun-  in  the  Depths  of  Exercife,  admires  his  infinite 
ftarciiabJf  Goodnefs,  and  praifcs  his  holy  Name. 

As  I  wrote  in  my  laft  to  thee,  My  Children's, 
Tolly  2i  as  a  If^tapon  in  the  Hand  of  evil  Doers ^ 
iigain}l  the  L:rd\  Work  in  my  Hands ;  but  the 
Lord,  who  knows  my  Lleart's  Integrity  and 
Innocency,  he  oiu>ballances  all  Oppofuior)  with 

his 
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bis  inefiftable  Power,    and  crowns  his  Tefti-   1697. 
mony    with   Dominion   over  all    Gain-fayers,  o«^''>J 
bleffed  be  his  Name  :    Yet  it  is  a  Grief  and 
fore  Trouble  to  be  wounded  with  an  Arrow  ^^'-  ^-  is 

^  r  c  T     •  J  wounded 

that  fprung  from    my  own   Loins,    prepared  ^^j^ij  j,;^ 
through  my  Children's  Folly  for  want  of  the  Children's 
Fear  of  God,  and  Reverence  to  fuch  a  Father,  ^'^^^Y- 
whom   the   Lord    hath    endued    with    many 
Favours.     It  ought  to  feize   all   your  Hearts 
and  break  them  in  a  deep  Senfe  of  bitter  Sor- 
row, and  be  a  Warning  to  all  of  you,  that  are 
innocent,  to  be  watchful  over  your  own  Ways 
in  godly  Fear,  that  you  fall  not  into  the  like 
Temptations,  which  difhonour  God,   and  are 
^  Blot  and  Stain  to  their  Name  and  Fame, 
who  fall  into  them,  not  eafily  to  be  done  away 
out  of  the  Memory  of  God  and  Men.    A  good 
Name   defervedly    loft,    is    hard    to    regain  : 
Therefore  thou  my  Son,  with  the  reft  that  are  He  ten- 
innocent,  fear  the  Lord,  love  his  Truth,  t^^e  ^^JJ^J'j^^^^'^ 
Advice  of  approved  Elders,  which  may  be  for  innocent 
your  Prefervation  in  Credit  with  God  and  good  ^^ ^'^^^ ^^^^ 
Men,  and   Experience  ftiews,    that  they  who   ^^  ' 
honour  the  Lord,    he  doth  honour   them.     I 
was  at  Liverpool  and  Cbe/ier,  thinking  to  come 
over  with  George  Rooke,    but  was  not  clear  of 
this  Service  which  I  am  upon,    and   muft  not 
leave  it  till  performed.     I  received  thy  Letter 
there,  with   that'  by  Order  of  the  Monthly- 
Meeting,  both  kindly  accepted  :  And  I  earneft- 
ly  defire,  Tbozi  wilt  be  careful  on  thy  Part  i?i 
the  Fear  and  Wijdofn  of  God^  to  perform  what 
thou  haft  written^   that  I  may  have  Comfort  of 

thee : 
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1697.  thee:  For  Nothing  in  the  World  is  fo  pleafant 
^rfT'^'^^  to  me.   as  my  Children  doine  well,  walking; 
Contort    ^n  the  bleOed  Truth.     I  have  had  many  large 
would  be  and  full  Meetings  fince  George  Rooke  left  me, 
I?,  S^  ^'^  as  in  CheOnre^  Lancafhire  and  thus  far  in  Tork- 
walk  in   fiire  ;    many  rriends  came  far  to  Meetings, 
the  Truth.  aj^(j  the  Lord's  Power  anfwered  their  Expedla- 
tion,    and   many  honed:  Hearts   are  thankful 
and  glad  of  this  Labour  of  Love.     I  came  this 
York.       Day  to  this  City,  and  intend  to  (lay  their  Meet- 
ing To-morrow,  being  firft  Day,  and  then  as 
Burling,    the  Lord  enables,    to  go  towards  Burlington^ 
Scarbo-     Scarborough  and  Whitby  ;  and  when  clear  there, 
rough.      through  Bifldoprick  and  Wejimorland  into  Cum- 
Whitby,   i^gyiand,  and  if  the  Lord  lengthen  my  Time, 
then  to  fee  you  again.    I  know  not  yet  whether 
to  fhip  at  Li'uerpooly   or  go  by  Land  to  Port- 
Patrick  in  Scotland,      I    hope  in  the  Lord's 
Strength  to  be  in  Cumberland  in  three  Weeks 
from  this  Date.     Remember  my  dear  and  true 
Love  to  Elders   and    honeft   Friends   of  our 
Monthly-Meeting,  as  if  I  named  them  one  by 
Hewilleth  one,  and  I  charge  thee  to  give  them  a  true 
Fdcnds     ^^PY  ^^  ^^^^i  ^"^  ^^^  K\itm  read  it  in  the  Men's 
have  a      Meeting,  and  it  fhall  be  a  Witnefs  for  me,  if 
Copy  of    J  fl^ould  not  fee  your  Faces  again. 

this  Letter  ^  o 

And  now  my  Son,  my  Prayers  are  for  thee, 
and  my  Care  is  for  thy  Well-doing,  that  thy 
Behaviour  in  all  Things  may  give  thee  Credit, 
and  me  Comfort.  Shew  thyfelf  a  Man  in  all 
Concerns,  and  aft  in  all  Things  as  in  the  Sight 
of  God,  who  orders  all  Things  for  the  beft, 

fof 
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for  them  that  fear  him,    and  caft  themfelves  1697. 
upon   his   ordering   providential    Power,    that 
rules  all  Things.     'Tis  fafe  to  keep  there  out 
of  all  Self- Will  and  Hafte. 

William  Edmundson. 


^    TOST SCRITT    to    an 

Epi/ile  from  Leiniter  Trovince" 
Meeting. 

AT  the  firft  when  the  Lord  called  and  ga-  169S. 
thered  us  to  be  a  People,  and  opened  the 
Eyes  of  our  Underftandings,  then  we  faw  the 
exceeding  Sinfulnefs  of  Sin,  and  the  Wicked- 
nels  that  was  in  the  World  ;  and  a  perfe(3: 
Abhorrence  was  fixed  in  our  Hearts  againft  all 
the  wicked,  unjuft,  vain,  ungodly,  unlawful 
Part  of  the  World  in  all  Refped:s.  And  we 
faw  the  goodly  and  moft  glorious  lawful  Things 
of  the  World  were  abufed  and  mifufed.  And 
that  many  Snares  and  Temptations  lay  in  them, 
with  Troubles  and  Dangers  of  divers  Kinds, 
which  we  felt  the  Load  of,  and  that  we  could 
not  carry  them,  and  run  the  Race  the  Lord 
had  fet  before  us,  fo  chearfuliy  as  to  win  the 
Prize  of  our  Salvation  :  Wherefore  our  Care 
was  to  caft  off  this  great  Load  and  Btirthen, 
1HZ.  Gnat  and  gainful  I'Vays  of  getting  Riches^ 

and 
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1698.  and  to  lejjen  our  Concerns,  therein^  that  we  might 

^/"^^"^  be  ready  to  anfwer  Chrift  Jefus  our  Captain, 

aUn^Tra-who  had  called  us  to  follow  him  in  a  fpiritual 

ding  for    Warfare,    under  the    Dilcipline    of  his  d^ily 

Ske*'     ^^°^^  ^"^  Self-denial ;  then  the  Things  of  this 

World  were  of  fmall  Value  with  us,  fo  that  we 

might  win  Chrift,    and  the  goodlieft  Things 

thereof  were  not  near  us,  fo  that  we  might  be 

near  the  Lord  j    for   the  Lord's  Truth  out- 

ballanced  all  the  World,  even  the  moft  glorious 

Part  of  it. 

Then  great  Trading  was  a  Burthen,    and 
great  Concerns  a  great  Trouble,   all  needlefs 
Things,    fine   Houfes,    rich    Furniture,    and 
gaudy  Apparel   was   an   Eye-fore  ;    our   Eye 
being  fingle  to  the  Lord,  and  the  Infhining  of 
his  Light  in  our  Hearts,  that  gave  us  the  Sight 
of  the  Knowledge  of  the  Glory  of  God,  which 
fo  affedled  our  Minds,  that  it  ftained  the  Glory 
of    all   earthly    Things,    and    they   bore    no 
Maftery  with  us,   either  in  Dwelling,  Eating, 
Drinking,     Buying,    Selling,     Marrying,    or 
giving  in   Marriage,    the    LORD    was  the 
OBJECT  of  our  Eye,  and  we  all  humble 
and   low  before  him.   Self  of  fmall  Repute  ; 
Minlflcrs  Minifters  and  Elders  in  all  fuch  Cafes  walking 
and  El-     ^g  oQo^  Examples,  that  the  Flock  might  follow 
piary.       their  Footfteps,  as  they  followed  Chrift,  in  the 
daily  Crofs  and  Self-denial,  in  their  Dwellings, 
Callings,    Eating,    Drinking,  Buying,  Selling, 
Marrying  and   giving  in  Marriage.     And  this 
anfwered    the   Lord   and   his   Witnefs   in   all 

Confciences, 
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Confciences,  and  gave  us  great  Credit  among  1698, 
Men.  .-/-V^^. 

But  as  our  Number  increafed,  it  happened 
that  fuch  a  Spirit  came  in  among  us,  as  was 
among  the  yews,  when  they  came  up  out  of 
Egypt 'y  this  began  to  look  baci^  into  the  World, 
and  traded  with  the  Credit  which  was  not  of 
its  own  Purchafing,  ftriving  to  be  great  in  the 
Riches  and  Poflellions  of  this  World ;  then 
great  fair  Buildings  in  City  and  Country,  fine 
and  fafliionable  Furniture,  and  Apparel  fuit- 
able,  dainty  and  voluptuous  Provifion,  rich 
Matches  in  Marriage,  and  exceffive,  cuftomary, 
uncomely  Smoaking  of  Tobacco  came  into 
Pra(5lice,  under  Colour  of  lawful  and  fervice- 
able,  far  wide  from  the  Footfteps  of  the 
Minifters  and  Elders  whom  the  Lord  raifed  up, 
and  fent  forth  into  his  Work  and  Service  at  the 
Beginning  ;  and  far  fliort  of  the  Example  that 
our  Lord  and  Mafler  Chrift  Jefus  left  us,  when 
Jie  was  tempted  in  the  Wildernefs  with  the 
Kingdoms  of  the  World,  and  the  Glory  of 
them,   which  he  defpifed. 

And  Mofes,  who  refufed  the  Crown  of  Egypt ^ 
and  to  be  called  the  Son  of  Pharaoh's  Daughter, 
rather  chufing  Affiidion  with  the  Lord's  People, 
having  a  Regard  to  the  Recompence  of  Re- 
ward. And  the  holy  Apoftle  writes  to  the 
Church  of  Chrift,  both  Fathers,  young  Men 
and  Children,  advifing  againft  the  Love  of  the  ^  Jolm  a. 
World,   and  the  Fafliions  thereof,  which  are'^' 

A  a  a  working 
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1698.  working,  as  the  old  Leaven  at  this  very  Time, 
>-^^'~     to  corrupt  the  Heritage  of  God,  and  to  fill  it 
Fajlitcns    with  Briars,  Thorns,  Thirties,  Tares  and  the 
of  the       Grapes  of  the  Earth,  to  make  the  Lord  rejedt 
^^f^f,     it  and  lay  it  wafte*     But  the  Lord  of  all  our 
pod's       Mercies,    whofe  Eye  hath  been  over  us  for 
Heritage.  Good  fiHce  he  gathered  us  to  be  a  People,  and 
entered  into  Covenant  w^ith  us,   according  to 
his  ancient  Promife,  is  lifting  up  his  Spirit,  as 
a  Standard  againft  the  Invafion  of  this  Enemy, 
and  raifing  up  his  living  Word  and  Teftimony 
in  the  Hearts  of  many,  to  ftand  in  and  fence 
up  the  Gap,  which  this  floating,  high,  worldly, 
i-itbertine  Spirit  hath  made,  that  leads  from  the 
Footfteps  of  them  that  follow  Chrift,    as  at 
firfl:,  and  know  him  to  bound  them  with  his 
Bounds,  and  not  in  their  own  Will  and  Time, 
lay  hold  on  Prefentations  and  Opportunities  to 
get  Riches,  which  many  have  had,   and  re* 
fufed  for  Truth's  Sake,    and   the  Lord   hath 
accepted  thereof  as  an  Offering,   and  rewarded 
them  with  gre^t  Comfort,  to  the  Praife  of  his 
gre^t  Name, 

William  Edmqnjdson* 


An 
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An  ETISTLE  to  Friends  in 
Barbadoes. 

My  dear   "Friends^ 

YO  U  are  in  my  Memory  in  the  ancient 
Love  of  God,    in  which  I  vifited  you, 
and  laboured  in  your  Ifland,  and  thofe  Parts  of 
the  World,  to  gather  into  the  blefled  unchange- 
able Truth,  and  to  fettle  and  confirm  you  in  it, 
according  to  the  Ability  and  Gift  of  God  given 
to  me,  and  miniftred  to  you  in  the  Demonftra- 
tion  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  Chrift,  in  which 
the  Myfteries  of  Faith  and  Difcipline  of  the 
Gofpel  were  unfolded  to  you,  for  your  Settle- 
ment under  Chrift's  Government  in  the  new  Know  the 
Covenant,  and  to  know  the  Bounds  and  Liberty  Bounds  of 
of  it,  that  you  might  walk  in  it  in  all  Things  coVeimt. 
to  the  Praife  and  Honour  of  God,  who  called 
and  gathered  you  to  be  a  People,  and  not  turn 
into  the  Elements  of  the  World,    nor  be  en- 
tangled, neither  carried  away  after  the  Laft  of 
the  Eye,  Luft  of  the  Flefh,  or  Pride  of  Life  j 
but  walk  in  the  Liberty  and  Bounds  of  the 
new  Covenant,  as  Lights  in  the  World :  For 
God  hath  fet  Limits  for  his  People  in  his  new 
Covenant,  as  he  fet  Bounds  for  the  outward 
'Je'Wi  in  the  old  Covenant,  which  they  were  to 
obferve  and  do,  yet  did  not  j  but  took  Liberty 
A  a  a  ^  beyond 
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beyond  the  Bounds  of  that  Covenant,  and  were 
^-''"'''/'^^  cut  off,  though  they  were  the  natural  Branches. 
1  he  Jews  ^^^  j^qw  all  inward  yews  that  are  circumcifed 
andciit  off  with  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,   are  to  know  the 
for  Uifo-   Liberty  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  Bounds 
bedieace.  ^£  ^^^  ^^^  Covenant,  and  obferve  them  in  ail 
Things,  that  their  Doings  may  be  to  the  Praile 
and    Honour   of   God,    whether   in   Eating, 
Drinking,  Buying,  Selling,  Marrying  or  giving 
in  Marriage,    &c.    and    not    take   Liberty   to 
themfelves  in  their  unfubjedled  Wills,  to  fatisfy 
their  carnal   Minds,   Vanities  and   Pleafurcs ; 
and  fo   break  God's   new  Covenant,    as   the 
So  will     natural   yews  did   the   old    Covenant.     Such 
J  rofdfed   fiuitlefs  Branches  will  wither,    and  be  cut  off 
\vhobnak  ^^om  God's  People,  and  be  ranked  and  num- 
iheiicw    bered   with  Adam   in    the  Fall,    who   brake 
(rovcnant.  QQ^»g  (Covenant  in  Creation,  by  going  beyond 
the  Bounds  that  God  iet  him,    and  was  drove 
out  of  the  Garden  of  God  into  the  Earth  :  So 
all  that  go  into  fleflily  Liberty,    out  of  the 
Crofs  of  Chrift  and  Self-denial,    go  into  the 
Earth,   Pleafures  and  Delights  of  it,    and  are 
X^'"^-  ''■  dead  whilli  they  live. 

Wherefore  all  are  to  walk  in  the  blefled  and 
comely  Order,  eftablidied  in  the  Church  of 
Chrift  by  his  Spirit  and  Power,  in  his  heavenly 
Couofel  and  divine  Wifdom,  that  all  may  be 
preferved  from  the  Evils  and  Vanities  that  are 
5n  the  World,  '  and  grow  up  together  io  the 
vFaith  of  Jefus,  brtd  Grace  of  God,  from  one 
Degree  of  Strength  ahd  Knowledge  of  Chrift^ 
trrov^t  i.  Jefus 
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Jeius  to  another,  and  through  the  Exercife  of 
your  Senfes  in  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  and  Life  ' 
in  Chrift,    may   be  fkilful   in   the  Word  ofTlie  Livr 
Righteoufnefs,  to  adl  and  work  for  God  in  the  »'^^P^^i^"^ 
Unity  of  his  holy  Spirit,    and  Fellowfliip  of 
his  Light,  as  Co-workers  together  in  his  Vine- 
yard, that  all  Things  may  be  kept  dean  and  ThcLord's 
fweet,   and  every  Weed  and  Seed  that  Godj^^^^^^ 
hath  not  fown  or  planted,  may  be  plucked  up  are  to  be 
and  rooted  out  of  his  Garden,    which  is  to'^^^^* 
bring  forth  good  and  pleafant   Fruit   to   his 
Honour,  that  he  may  take  Pleafure  to  walk, 
dwell,  fup  and  make  his  Abode  with  you,  and 
in  you,  to  your  mutual  Comfort.     And  if  it 
fhould  be  my  Lot  in  my  Old-Age  to  fee  you 
again,  I  might  be  comforted  in  your  Faithful- 
nefs,  and  Growth  in  the  blefled  Truth,  and  a 
godly  Concern   fixed   in  your  Minds,    for  the 
Promotion  of  the  Government  of  it  both  in 
Dod:rine  and  Difcipline,  -   >  . 


And  as  to  Affairs  in   this  Nation,    we  are  He  give 
very  peaceable,    and   Truth   profpers.    Friends  a  good 
in  good  Efteem,  and  a  godly  Concern  comes ^q*;^^"^^. 
upon  many  Friends,    To  be  devoted  with  their  Ingthh 
whole  Abilities  to  ferve  the  Lord^    who  |r/<y^j>^ation. 
them  Wifdom  and  Under /landing  in  the  Manage- 
ment of  Truth's  Affairs,  for  the  Good  of  all : 
And  the  Lord   bleffeth    their  Endeavours,    fo 
that  in  his  Spirit  and  Power,  which  is  ftrong 
and  mighty  with  us,    the  Authority  of  Truth 
in  Church   Goverment  is  over  all  Gainfayers, 
and  the  dole  Order  of  the  Gofpel  over  all 

loofe 
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loofe  libertine  Spirits  and  earthly  Worldlings, 
^^^^T"^  and  Truth  prevails  to  the  great  Satisfaction  of 
all  the  fincerely  Concerned,  and  to  the  Praife 
and  Honour  of  GOD.     Amen, 

The  Parliament  is  now  fitting  in  Dublin, 
where  I,  with  feveral  Friends,  have,  and  do 
The  Par-  attend,  and  they  are  very  loving  and  kind  to 
Members  "s,  ready  to  do  us  Good,  and  to  eafe  us  in 
tender  to  what  they  reafonably  can,  and  have  a  Regard 
Friends.    ^^  ^^  j^^  ^^^  ^^^^  p^|-g .    y^^  Lord  is  to  be 

admired  in  the  Care  he  takes  of  his  People 
who  truft  in  him,  and  caft  their  Care  upon 
him,  and  feek  his  Honour  before  all  private 
Intereft  ;  fuch  the  Lord  is  honouring,  ever- 
lading  Praifes  to  his  Name. 

So  my  fincere  Love,  in  the  unchangeable 
Truth,  is  to  you  all,  and  my  Prayers  to  God 
for  you, 

William  Edmundson, 


Concerning 
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Concerning    Men    and    Women  s 
Meetings, 


I 


T)ear  Friends,  Brethren  and  Sifters, 

N  a  ferious  and  weighty  Confideration  of  the   1708/. 

great  and  weighty  Service  of  our  Men  and  ^-^^v*^ 

Women's  Meetings,  to  order  and  manage  Mat-  ^oi^en? 
ters  relating  to  Gofpel  Order  in  the  Church  of  Meeting! 
Chrift,  to  the  Honour  of  God  and  his  bleffed  ['^'g^'fs^' 
unchangeable  Truth  made  manifeft  to  us,  that  ^    ^^^^ 
we  may  be  preferved  faithful  therein,  and  our 
Lights  may  (hine  in  the  comely  Order  thereof,  Mat.  c. 
by  the  good  Fruits  brought  forth  in  and  among  i4»is»i^' 
us,  thfe  Lord's  peculiar  People  in  this  Genera- 
tion, as  good  Examples  to  others,  and  Lights  Luke  xlt. 
in  the  World.     I  fay,  all  Men  and  Women's  35- 
Meetings  had  need  to  have   a  fpecial  godly 
Care,  to  fee  that  all  our  Society  keep  within  "^ 

Bounds  of  Truth  in  the  Way  of  the  Lord,  to  Gen.  18, 
do  Juftice  and  Judgment,  as  the  Children  and  *5* 
Hou(hold  of  Abraham^    that  the  Promife  of 
God's  BlefTings  to  Abraham  and  his  Seed  may 
refl  upon  us. 

My  Friends,  it  is  no  fmall  Charge,  that  the  Care  of 
Lord   commits  to  the  Care  of    the  aforefaid  ^j^^  p"^^'' 
Meetings,  The  Care  of  his  Flocks,  the  P-referva-  fervation 
tign  of  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  and  the  Honour  2f  J/^^^'^ 
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1708.  of  his  great  a?td  worthy  Name  :  So  that  it  Is  of 
\y\'^  abfolute  Neceffity,  for  all  the  Members,    both 
Male  and  Female,    to  know  their  Eledtion, 
and  in  what  it  ftands,  and  in  what  Authority 
they  iit  in  thofe   Meetings ;    for  the  Service 
thereof  muft   be    performed  in    the  Wifdom 
and  Counfel  of  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  and  in 
the  Authority  of  his  blefTed  Spirit  and  Power. 
Things     For  the  I'hings  of  God  knoweth  7to  Man  ;  but  the 
k«ow^by  %'^^*^  of  God,   in  which  the  Eleaion  ftands, 
Jhis  Spirit,  and  this  is  that  which  fits  and  abilitates  for  the 
1  Cor.  2.  Lord's  Service  in  his  Church,  as  he  hath  ap- 
pointed every  one  to  his  Service  and  Office  : 
And  we  know  that  our  Men  and  Women's 
Meetings  for  the  Lord's  Service  in  his  Church, 
were  ordained  of  God,  and  fettled  among  us 
.^.^yr   in  the  Authority  and  by  the  Affiftance  of  bis 
^.;^  .;.:   blclTed  Spirit  and  Power,   and  committed  to 
theTruft  and  Care  of  FAITHFUL  Men 
Hectings  and  FAITHFUL  Women,  to  keep  them 
to  be  kept  yp  \^  jj^g  Spirit  and  Power  of  God,  in  which 

up  m  the     ,^  }  _,   ^.  .  1  r 

Power  of  they  were  let  up  :   Teltimonies  whereor  may 

^d.       be  feen  in  many  comfortable  Epifties  written 

to  Men  and  Women's  Meetings,   for  all  the 

Members  to  keep  their  Poffeflion  in  the  Spirit 

and  Power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

This  is,    and  was  the  Lord's  Way  in  the 

Settling  of  his  Church  and  People  under  his 

Government  :    For  when  the  Lord's  ancient 

fkod.  13.  People  came  out  of  Egypt  by  an  high  Hand, 

S'  the  Lord  gave  them  Laws  and  Statutes  to  keep 

and  do,  and  appointed  them  Elders,  as  Jadges 

and 
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and  Overfeers,  to  fee  that  they  kept  the  Lord's   1708. 
Way,   which  he  ptefcribtd,  and  to  do  Juftice  -^"V""-' 
and  Judgment,    as  Abraham  commanded    his 
Houfhold   after  him.     And  thofe  Elders  and  Eiders  in 
Overfeers  were  of  God's  appointing,  and  known  fi"^^Jtwifh 
to  the   People  to  be  Men  qualified  for  the  Ser- ^^,^,je^. ' 
vice  ;  fuch  unto  whom  the  Lord  gave   of  his  I'oinrcci 
good  Spirit,   which  opened  their  Underftand-  f^^^^'^ 
ings,  to  make   a  true  Infpedion  into  Matters  Diredion. 
that  came    before   them,    to  do  Juftice   and  ^^"'"-  ^^• 
Judgment,  according  to  the  Rule  of  the  Law     '    '* 
of  God.     And  when  fuch  Eideis  or  Overfeers 
ruled,  as  were  thus  rightly  ek6led,  and  walked 
by  the  Rule  of  the  Lord's  good  Spirit,    they 
were   a  Bleffing  to  the  People,  and   the  Lord 
was  with  them  :    But  when  others  came  to  fit 
in   the  AfTemblies,    as  Elders,    Overfirers   and 
Judges,    not  appointed   of  the  Lord,    neither 
guided  by  his  Spirit,  what  Calamity  then  came 
upon  Abraham's  Houfhold  ! 

Likewife   in    the   primitive   Times,    when 
many  in  divers  Places,  both  of  Jews  and  Ge?i' 
tiles,    were    gathered   to   the   Faith   in   Chrill 
Jefus,  and  the  Churches  or  Meetings  eftabliOied,  And  O- 
then  faithful   Men  who  w^ere  qualified  for  that  ^''^^^'^^^s 
Service,   were  appointed  as  Elders  or  Overfeers  ciiriftic 
by  the  Approbation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  take  Churciu 
the  Overfight  of  the  Flock  of  Chrift,   to  fee  jJ^^f^P^^f" 
that  all  who  profeffcd  Faith  in  Chrift,  fhould  the  Holy- 
walk  in  his  Dodrine,  as  it  was  firft:  delivered  ^']°'^' 
by  Chrift   and   his   holy  Apoftles,    and   to  lee  23/  "^' 
that  the  Ttflimony  of  Jefus  was  kept  in  all  its  ^^'  ^^•4' 
B  b  b  Branches,  js.  ^°* 
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1708.  Branches,  that  the  comely  Order  of  the  Gofpel 

^--''V''^  might  be  fliewed  forth  in  them  to  Unbelievers, 

as  Lights  in  the  World,  that  fuch  who  could 

not  be  won  by  Word  and  Dodrine,  the  Wit- 

nefs  of  God  in  them  might  be  reached  by  the 

juft  and  good  Examples  in  all  Things  of  the 

Churches    of   Chrift   in    the   federal   Quarters. 

Wh-were  And  thofe  qualified  Elders  and.Paftors,   whom 

tofeedthe  t|^g  j^^jy  Ghoft  made  Overkers  in  the  Church- 

1  lock  01  r       1       y  •        1  n       r  r 

God.        es,  were   to  rcecl  them   m  due  bealon,    ?70t  of 

J  Pet.  y    Conftrainty  but  of  a  willing  Mind  ;   neither  for 

^'  ^'  •^*  felfiflo  Gain,    but  for  T^rutlh  Sake  j   neither  as 

Lords  over  God*s  Heritage,    but  Examples  to 

the   Flock,    and   to  do  Juiiice  and  Judgment 

without  Partiality  ;    being  faithful  Men  farld:!- 

fied  with  Truth,    feafoned  with   the  Grace  of 

God,    and  fpiritualized   with   a   good   Under- 

ftanding  in  Church-Affairs,  relating  to  Gofpel- 

Difcipline,    having  'their  Senfes  well  exercifed 

in   the  Law  of  God,    to  know  what  was  for 

Truth,     and    what    was    againft   Truth,    and 

And  keep  accordingly  to  fulrcr  Nothing  to  be  ufhered  into 

Thim^f    the  Church  of  Chrift  that  was  againft  Truth; 

from  en-    but  as  Door- keepers  in   the   Lord's  Houfe,    to 

tering  the  {\.^^^f^   \^   and  for  Truth's  Teftimony  againft 

every    thing    that    would     leffen    the    Credic 

thereof. 

In  the  But  when  the  Faith  of  Jefiis  was  departed 

Apoitary  fj-QQ^i    a^d  Self-Lucreft   pot  into  the  Churches, 

this  Pod  y    ,       ■      1  -  1-       ^  .     1      1       »-v      •    1 

Care  was  then  this  godiy  Care  9na  holy  Dilciplme  went 

ntgiected.  to  decay,  and  earthly  Wifdom,  carnal  Reafon- 

ing,    worldly   Policy,    Riches,    Greatnefs  and 

literar 
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literal  Learning  fwayed  the  Counfels  in  Church-    ijoS, 
Affairs.     And  now  the  Lord  is  raifing  up  thofe  ^-^A^'*^ 
Ruins,  and   putting  his  Church  in  its  ancient  ^q^^*'" 
Order,    in  fettling  thofe  Meetings  of  faithful  i  Tim.  ^ 
Members,  to  be  kept  up  in  the  Authority  of  ^'J"  3- 
his  Spirit  and   Power,  wherein  neither  Riches  ,^  2,  3. 
nor  Policy  muft  rule  ;  but  in  all  fuch  Meetings  ^^-^^^ 
about  the  Lord's  Bufinefs,    the  Lord  muft  be  Richesnoc 
Chairman,    Ruler   and    Judge,    whofe    good  ^^'^}^^ 
Spirit  of  heavenly  Wifdom  and  divine  Counfel  muft^ie 
muft  rule  in  the  Hearts  of  his  People,  who  fit  i"the 
with  him  in  that  weighty  Service  of  Church- qJJJ^'^*^ 
Government ;  for  it  is  in  the  Gift  of  the  Lord's 
good  Spirit,  the  Ability  ftands  to  perform  that  Our  Abl- 
Service  as  well  as  Do(^rine  :   If  any  undertake  ^i^y  j*^"* 
it  otherwife,    they  mifs  their  Way,    mar  the     ^  ^^^ 
Work,    and    inftead   of   being   Helpmeets   in 
Government,    do   many  Times  caule  Trouble 
in  the  Church.     This  from 

Your  ancient  Friend  and  Brother, 

William    Edmundson, 
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